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Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
2023 marks the 100th birthday of the original structure that serves as home to 
the congregation of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church! 
 
Having outgrown the church building on the corner of Church and Market 
Streets, on May 3, 1919, the congregation at that time purchased a lot at the 
north end of Main Avenue. Plans were drawn and the concrete foundations 
were laid for a magnificent new building (see below). 

Following the laying of the foundation of the new church in 1919, the 
congregation met in the court house. While they did not intend to be there long, 
an event occurred that would alter their plans indefinitely. In 1920, there was a 
minor depression, but it was major in its effects on the agriculturally-based 
economy of Dyersburg, and work on the new church had to be postponed. The 
congregation was without a permanent church home for several years.  
 

“The congregation moved to the Court House and, at that time, we all had high 
hopes of soon building the original part of our present church. But then came 
the great depression which we all remember, and they were unable to carry out 
their plans. We were in the Court House, some say 5 years, others say 7 - any 
way it was much too long” (from handwritten notes by an unnamed member of 
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the congregation at the time). 
 
“But somehow, we held together and 
the great day finally came and the 
ground was broken for the new 
church, for which we longed. Things 
didn’t come easy for us then, but we 
worked together and prayed 
together until things began to 
brighten and we could see the light 
of day and we began to get some of 
the things we had wanted for so 
long.” (from handwritten notes by 
an unnamed member of the 
congregation at the time). 
 
The new building of Byzantine 
design was completed in 1923, 
making the original part of our 
church campus 100 years old as we 
enter 2023 and continue to serve and 
to glorify God! 
 
Thanks be to God for those who 
came before us! 



MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White Russell Hudson 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Mark Yates Alyce Ann Lecklitner 
 

PANTRY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White James McClure 
John & June Palmer James McClure 
Mark Yates James McClure 
2022 All Saints James McClure 

We have shirts from a “Clean Up Day” event that was 
canceled. Which makes this a 
great opportunity  for you! You 
can now get one with a donation 
that will go to Missions. 
 

The shirts are light blue with red/
white lettering and logo. They  are 
located in the Connect Center. 
Checks can be made out to FUMC 
with blue shirt in the memo line. 
You can place donations in money 
box provided.  

FUMC SHIRTS 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM ANYWHERE 
Our Sunday morning service is viewable each Sunday 
morning at 10:15 am from our church’s webpage at 
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or our Facebook 
page at Dyersburg First United Methodist Church. You 
can also watch previous sermons on either site.  

RECORD OF LOYALTY (1/1/23) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  108 
In Person Worship  93 
Sunday School 29 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 TBD 
Weekly Needs TBD 
Weekly Giving  $5,001.00 
Needed to Date  TBD 
Received to Date $5,001.00 
 
Communion Offering - Lakeshore  $369.00 

Hello Youth families,  
 

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday break! I had a 
great time in Michigan catching up with family and 
friends. This Sunday we will begin a new Sunday School 
Series.  
We’re about to begin a year-long study that is going to 
change the way your teenager looks at the Bible. It’s 
called The Thread and it's designed to accomplish two 
things.  
 

First, your teenager will learn the big picture story of 
Scripture. So many teenagers simply don’t have a grasp 
of the narrative of the Bible, key characters, and key 
events. Few teenagers understand how these elements fit 
into the story of God and His people. The Thread aims to 
change this. 
 

Second, your teenager will learn what the Gospel is, 
and how it literally courses through the narrative of 
the Bible. Not only will your students learn the story of 
the Bible, but they will see that it is a story of unfailing 
love, as God seeks from the beginning of Creation to 
draw humankind to Him through the grace of the Gospel. 
The Thread will teach your teenager God’s story. It also 
will teach him or her how God wove His thread of love 
through every page of it. I am extremely excited to be 
taking our students on this journey. 
  

Youth group starts again next Wednesday, January 11th! 
We have done some redecorating downstairs and will  
meet in Rawles Hall. We will begin our new series 
“Please Explain.” In this four-week series from the 
Gospels, we’ll explore four of the parables Jesus told his 
followers that explains four important truths about God. 
These parables help us see that God's words are a firm 
foundation, in God’s kingdom everyone belongs, God’s 
words invite a response, and that God’s kingdom is 
always growing. 
  

Blessings,  
Lenae  

       by Lenae Baldwin 

 
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 

For 2023-2024 School Year 
Registration for church members 
will begin January 17. Registration 
for currently enrolled students 
begins on January 23. Registration 
will be opened to the public on  
January 30. 
Registration forms are available at 
the preschool and online at https://
fumcdyersburg.com/connect/preschool 
 
Students should have their birthday by August 15, 2023, 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


The January - February Upper Rooms are 
in! Please remember to save and recycle 
your  previous devotional. Bring it with you 
when you pick up your new devotional. 
Both can be dropped and picked up in the 
Connect Center. 

HOW DO I GET THE E-NEWSLETTER? 
If you would like to  have the newsletter emailed to you 
weekly, sign up at fumcdyersburg.com/media/newsletters 
located at the bottom of the page under “Subscribe to our 
weekly newsletter.” 

 
Happy New Year! 

 
 

Psalm 150: 
Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in his mighty heavens. 
Praise him for his acts of power; praise him 
for his surpassing greatness. 
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
praise him with the harp and lyre, 
praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise 
him with the strings and pipe, 
praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise 
him with resounding cymbals. 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord.   

by Kathy Kail 

How Generosity Helps Kids Live Richer, Fuller Lives 
 

Parents have a lot to think about. So much, in fact, we 
often leave ourselves very little time and energy to think 
about much else. How could we?  
 
We’ve got our kids’ academic success to think about. 
We’ve got our family’s schedule to keep running like a 
well-oiled machine. We’ve got our kids’ social lives to 
stress over. We’ve got our kids’ extracurricular activities 
to get them to on time. We’ve got all the work inside and 
outside of the home to manage. And if we’re lucky, we’ll 
use what’s left to take care of ourselves. 
 
Like we said, it’s a lot. And while it’s easy to get caught 
up in life’s more time sensitive issues, the more critical 
yet less visible matters often go overlooked. Generosity is 
one of those things. We know parents understand the 
value of raising kids who are generous with their time and 
resources to help others. However, our lives are so busy, 
teaching our kids about the power of giving is often 
seasonal and inconsistent. But raising generous kids 
should be higher on our list of priorities, because 
generous kids… 
 
 Are connected to a bigger story. 
 See beyond themselves with an expanded worldview. 
 Keep an unhealthy ego in check. 
 Learn to distinguish between what’s important and 

what’s not. 
 
So, how do we raise the next generation to be 
intentionally generous? Here are a few practical ideas to 
incorporate generosity into your family’s rhythm: 
Read More: https://theparentcue.org/how-generosity-
helps-kids-live-richer-fuller-lives/ 
 
1/8: Sunday School, Children’s Church, Blankets 
1/14: KNI 
1/15: Sunday School, Children’s Church, Blankets 
1/22: Sunday School, Children’s Church, Blankets 
1/25: Wednesday Pickup 
1/29: Sunday School, Children’s Church, Blankets 

  by Tori Armstrong 

 

CALENDAR YEAR STARTS NEW 
Now is the time to start looking at your calendar and 
thinking about what you have coming up this year at the 
church. Please don’t wait until after your group or event 
meets to get on the calendar. This prevents overlapping of 
events and meetings happening at the same time in the 
same place at the church. Please call or email Karen in the 
church office with your upcoming events or meeting 
schedules. 
731-285-6454 or kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com. 

BISHOP WILLIAM T. (BILL) MCALILY 
On August 25, 2022 Bishop William T. (Bill) McAlily 
was involved in a car accident on I–24 near the 
conference office.  He sustained multiple fractures 
resulting in surgery to his leg and ankle.    After his 
surgery, Bishop McAlily moved to a rehabilitation 
facility.  He continues to recover under supervision from 
his physicians.  On official leave of absence until 
December 31, 2022, he has now moved to his home.  
Bishop Joe Pennel has agreed to be on call as needed.  
 

Please uplift Bishop McAlily and his family in your 
prayers.  You may send get-well cards and letters via the 
conference office: 
 

 Bishop William T (Bill) McAlily 
 C/O TWKUMC 
 304 S. Perimeter Drive 

Suite 2 
Nashville, TN  37211 

 

“We are overwhelmed with gratitude for your care of our 
family.  We have received prayers and messages from 
United Methodists all over the world,” stated Bishop 
McAlily. 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/media/newsletters
https://theparentcue.org/how-generosity-helps-kids-live-richer-fuller-lives/
https://theparentcue.org/how-generosity-helps-kids-live-richer-fuller-lives/


     Tithes and offerings 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also still 
mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to the 
church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR give 
online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. 
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalms 29 
Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-17 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 
 

Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Andrea Young Pope - Steven Parker’s Mom 
Patty Kleber - Marty Jasper’s Niece 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Jimmy Wilkes 
Jerry Brewer 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

Needs for January  
Saltine crackers 
Chili 
Mac & cheese 
Canned fruit 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

When we realize we are loved by God, it 
becomes easier to love ourselves and our 
neighbors. 

Hospitality Corner 
From the Evangelism Team 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate

