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“It All Began in Bethlehem” 
 

Saturday, Dec. 9th @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 10th @ 10:30 a.m. 
 

This Christmas Cantata was written by  
Ian McGregor Smith, our Minister of Music.  

 
Invite your friends and family to join you!   

Church Events 

 Dec 2nd  - Breakfast with   

Santa @ 9:00 a.m. 

 Dec. 9th - Christmas 

Cantata @ 7 p.m. 

 Dec. 10th - Christmas 

Cantata @ 10:30 a.m. 

 Dec. 12th – Age Unlimited 

Christmas Dinner @ 11:00 

a.m. at “The Other Place” 

 Dec. 12th - Working 

Committee Meetings and 

Christmas Party @ 6:45 

p.m. 

 Dec. 24th - Christmas 

Service @ 10:30 a.m. 

 Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve 

service @ 7 p.m. 

 



And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 

Luke 1:31 

Faces in the Crowd 

NEEDED!  

Puzzles and Magazines 
 

If you have some puzzles or 

magazines that you could 

donate, please see Deborah 

Bevington.  She uses them for 

her Nursing Home Ministry.  

The condolences of the congregation are extended to: Dave Reimer at the passing of his grand-
son Robert on Nov. 6th; and to Tom and Susan Holmes upon the passing of Susan’s brother 
Keith Lapsley on Nov. 14th in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  
 
Christa Braccio was welcomed into membership on Sunday Nov. 5th; Bryana McCarthy 
was baptized on Sunday Nov. 19th.  
 
This year’s Thanksgiving offering totaled $2,450 and will be sent to Camp Hermosa Cabin Resto-
ration Fund.  
 
Thank you to all of you who came out to enjoy the  music at Sunday Night Live on Nov. 5th.   
Aaron Blata was so kind to serve as our guest musician on that evening and we were able 
to collect for the Downtown Mission Food Bank a trunk full of groceries.  Thanks to one and all!  

START-UP DATES FOR  
JANUARY 2018 

Jan. 11th Kids Zone 
Banwell Singers 

Jan. 12th Rock Solid Ministries 
(Grade 6-12) 

Jan. 14th Christian Education Hour  

Jan. 15th Bell Choir Practice 

Jan. 17th Quilter’s of Faith led by 
Linda Stevenson & Bonnie 
Hammond. Study: “10 
Commandments” 



“Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you;  
he is the Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 

 
“Come, celebrate Christmas” is the theme of our meeting.   

We celebrate this good news at the most wonderful time of the year.  
 

Please note the change for our Age Unlimited meeting.   
 

Time:  11:00 a.m. 
Date:  Tuesday, December 12th, 2017 

Place: The Other Place, 1395 Walker Road 
 
To celebrate the season, we have planned a marvelous program and dinner meal.  
Rev. Dr. Alex Moir will read the Christmas Story as narrated in the Bible scripture pas-
sage in Luke 2.  This passage is the background information about the miracle event.  
 
George Bowden will be our program presenter.  George plays his guitar, sings and 
has audience participation.  His presentation includes a memorable variety of Christ-
mas hymns, carols and seasonal favourites.  
 
To complete our magical morning, “The Other Place” will serve a marvelous menu.  
This includes: soup, assorted rolls, turkey and dressing, mashed potatoes, vegeta-
bles, tea and coffee. Cost is $25.00.  Dessert is not included.  When you do your 
Christmas baking, please make an extra batch (cookies, squares, tarts, or your spe-
cialty).  Please donate these to our baked goods table.  
 
There will be a sign-up sheet on the coffee counter from November 12th until Dec. 
3rd.  Sign up early and pay Madelon Kidd.  We have to confirm our reservation by De-
cember 5th.  
 
To complete our Christmas meeting, we’ll look for the arrival of Santa’s elves.  
 
May each one be blessed and enjoy a fantastic holiday season.   
 
Submitted by Joan Fulmer 
Henry Nurse, Coordinator 



Date Sermon Topic and Scripture 

Dec. 3rd 
“Time to Wake Up!” 
Romans 13:11-14 

Dec. 10th Christmas Cantata “It All Began in Bethlehem” 

Dec. 17th 
“In Case You Were Wondering…” 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Dec. 24th 
“Don’t Be Afraid of Christmas”  
Matthew 1:18-25 

Dec. 31st 
“All We Need to Know…”  
Revelation 21:1-7 

Jan. 7th 
“One Size Fits All” 
Acts 10:34-43 

Jan. 14th 
“Anatomy of a Calling...Part II” 
Isaiah 49:1-6 

Jan. 21st 
“Come Together! 
I Corinthians 1:10-17 

Jan. 28th 
Guest Speaker, Ms. Diane McBeth 
Anniversary Sunday 

We look forward to the end of this year and the beginning of 2018 as we come together 
for worship.  During Advent, the Pastor will preach a series of special messages and our 
Banwell Singers, under the leadership of Ian McGregor Smith, will perform a special 
Christmas Cantata on the weekend of Dec. 9 and 10.   
 
In  the new year we will continue to celebrate the epiphany season and Christ’s pres-
ence in our lives.  Our Anniversary Sunday is scheduled for January 28th and our guest 
speaker will be Ms. Diane McBeth.  Diane is the Executive Director of Canadian Baptist 
of Woman of Ontario and Quebec.   
 
Thanks to all of our musicians under Ian’s leadership for providing good worship music 
when we come together.  May the Lord continue to bless us as we gather together for 
worship.  



Closer to God 
 
Have you ever felt that your faith tells you that you know you are a Christian and you know the Holy 
Spirit is present?  Also, you have been faithful in attending church and perhaps Sunday School or a 
small group. As well, you have been through many valleys and over mountaintops with God in your 
life. Yet you wish you knew him a little closer or perhaps knew what was coming or what you should 
do for God?  
      
You may have heard my testimony, and if so you know that I was one of those people who God 
knocked over the head to come around and believe in Him. Part of my conversion experience was 
hearing a loud clear voice saying “No! Go back and tell your friends”. Even though I have felt this 
way, I have mentioned and decided it was time I did something to be closer to God. Well my friends, 
we know there is only one way to know what God wants, and that is through his word. I prayed and 
decided it was time for some action, so I began to look into an online Bible college where I could 
begin to dig into God’s Word. One problem is I still have no income, so I need assistance or free 
learning. 
 
I came across Christian Leaders Institute which offers free accredited college programs. Accredited, 
meaning they are at the same level as other Universities such as Western Theological Semi-
nary, Calvin Theological Seminary, Northern Baptist Seminary, and the credits can be transferred. I 
asked myself how they can do this. Well if you think about it, once they have all the curriculum in 
place, the only thing needed is a student and online access. Christian Leaders Institute has a strong 
mandate to share the word of God. With this setup and technology, they share it many places all 
over the world. They are missionaries in a sense. Of course, they need money to operate, but since 
it is totally online there are no mortgage or building costs. They ask if you can pay it forward in the 
future please do so, and they also look for partners to share in their vision. Seeing that they offer a 
free Christian Education such as Bachelor of Divinity or ordination programs, they only ask one thing 
of you. You take their orientation program which basically lets them know you are a Christian and 
will use what you learn for Christ. 
 
There is not enough I can say other than perhaps you, as well, would like to partake in this educa-
tion. Once you are enrolled, you can take any of the programs offered. They have courses on the 
Bible, Old or New Testaments Surveys, individual books of the Bible, courses on theology, prayer, 
and worship.  
 
I would like to set up a date in the new year for anyone interested in this to see if we could possibly 
do some of these programs together. Maybe weekly, or do them separately at home then join 
monthly. If you enjoy self-learning at home, I could point you in that direction. I would be happy to 
mentor anyone interested, and we could discuss ways to use this free resource when I set a date for 
this information session. 
 
I will be speaking about this idea as we move towards a date. I wish to share this with you any way I 
can, so just ask me about it when you see me, or send me an email at waynelemmon@cogeco.ca. 
The web address for Christian Leaders Institute is https://www.christianleadersinstitute.org. 
 
Wayne Lemmon 
 

https://www.westernsem.edu/
https://www.westernsem.edu/
http://www.calvinseminary.edu/
http://www.seminary.edu/


ORGANIZING ONE’S LIFE  
Submitted by: Donna Soper  
 
My daughter, Karen, is a Professional Organizer, and when she conducts seminars for businesses 
she suggests that the employees organize their desks so if someone has to step into their position 
quickly they would be able to find everything they need to carry on business as usual. She also ad-
vises them to have their personal documents in order, up to date and filed in a place where a loved 
one could find them in case of an emergency. 
 
These suggestions caused me to think about my life and how organized I am at the end of each day. 
Do I have unfinished business that should be taken care of today? Do I have people I need to for-
give? Have I told my family I love them today? Did I forget to show kindness to a stranger?  Did I 
miss an opportunity to share my faith? 
 
One Sunday after Service a gentleman who had been ill, returned to church. I saw him and wanted 
to speak to him, but he was surrounded with people welcoming him back, so I decided to wait for an-
other time. That “other time” never came because he died the next day. I always feel sad when I 
think of him and my missed opportunity to speak to him one last time. 
 
We never know if we will have a chance to “finish tomorrow what we started today”. God only prom-
ises us this moment in time and I don’t want to leave this earth with unfinished business. (James 
4:13-15 ) 
 
I will continue to try hard but since I know I cannot do it on my own power, I ask for the Holy Spirit to 
guide me as I live each day. 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE AND WORSHIP 
Submitted by: Donna Soper 
 
As I write this, we are heading into our first Sunday of Advent. This is a time of great joy as we antic-
ipate celebrating the birth of our Savior.  
 
During the month of December there will be opportunities to come together whether it be to worship 
on Sunday mornings, attend a social gathering or enjoy the Christmas cantata. We hope you use 
one of these opportunities to invite someone to attend Banwell. 
 
On January 28th we are looking forward to celebrating our Church Anniversary with our guest 
speaker Diane McBeth, Executive Director of Canadian Baptist Women of Ontario and Quebec. 
There will be more information on this weekend as the date approaches.  
 
Please keep our Search Committee in your prayers that God will lead them to the person He is call-
ing to be our next Pastor here at Banwell.  
 
We wish you God’s peace this Christmas season. 
 
Chair: Kevin Andrews 
Committee Members: Marsha Campbell, John Goodwin, Deborah Martel and Donna Soper  



 

The Hospitality Committee, Banwell Quilters,  

Banwell Jewelry Creators and Friends would like to 

thank everyone who … 

supported, donated, bought, made,  

served or any number of ways that you helped to 

make the day a successful one!  



COMING EVENTS: 
 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. 
Our friend Frank Ball will return for his annual visit and his always  
challenging message.  
 
Annual Recycle Bin - will be returning in the spring.  Please save your electronic materials as this 
is another excellent fundraiser for our community projects.  Stay tuned for details.  
 
A “Huge” thank you to those who assisted in the following activities: 
 
1. In a very successful Pie Making project with our youth on November 10th.  Ninety-two pies were 

made by the production line of our youth assisted by a number of (older) helpers.  A special 
thank you to Kim Anber, our No. 1 Executive Chef who headed up the great team of volunteers.  
Very special thanks to all who made this a huge success. 

 
2. We express a special thank you to Vladimir Kralik who kindly accepted our invitation to present 

the message on Men’s Sunday, November 26th.  Thanks also to worship leader Kevin Martin, 
assisted by Devon McCarthy and Nathan Andrews. We are blessed.  

 
3. The temperature registered cold from the winds off the shores of Lake Erie, but our youth en-

joyed an unforgettable experience at the Windsor Kiwanis Club Camp - Sunshine Point.  Thanks 
to their leaders for making this very special weekend possible and for providing the Men’s Minis-
try with the opportunity to provide their Saturday morning breakfast.  Fantastic! 

 
The Men’s Ministry have experienced a very blessed 2017 expanding our Snack Program to Marl-
borough Public School. This was made possible by the congregation’s support of our various fund-
raiser.  Thanks to everyone who has assisted in making the projects a success.  The Men’s Ministry 
wish one and all a blessed Christmas and New Year.  
 
Jim Wheeler 

 





CHILDCARE SCHEDULE ///  DEC. 2017/JAN. 2018 

Date Nursery Little Lambs 

Dec. 3rd Christa Braccio 
Claire Cameron 

Laurie Beemer 
Mary Ann Adlam 

Dec. 10th Monique McCarthy 
Maria Martin 

Carol Middaugh 
Gayle Marsh 

Dec. 17th Joanne Kettlewell 
Marlene Wray 

Barb Stephens 
Macy Doyle 

Dec. 24th Heather Doyle 
Mupanga Ngamangulu 

Dawn Michelle Brown 
Bryana McCarthy 

Dec. 31st Pat Cowie 
Tracy Doyle 

Suzan Harper 
Vlatka Kralik 

Jan. 7th Christa Braccio 
Claire Cameron 

Laurie Beemer 
Mary Ann Adlam 

Jan. 14th Monique McCarthy 
Maria Martin 

Carol Middaugh 
Gayle Marsh 

Jan. 21st Joanne Kettlewell 
Marlene Wray 

Barb Stephens 
Macy Doyle 

Jan. 28th Heather Doyle 
Mupanga Ngamangulu 

Dawn Michelle Brown 
Bryana McCarthy 

Date Lesson Title 

Jan. 11th John the Baptist 

Jan. 18th John Baptizes Jesus 

Jan. 25th Jesus is Tempted 

KID ZONE SCHEDULE  



Date Children’s Church 
JK - Gr. 1 

Children’s Church 
Gr. 2 & 3 

Children’s Church 
Gr. 4 & 5 

Dec. 3rd Linda Moir 
Macy Doyle 

Kathy Freeman 
Vlatka Kralik 

Nathan Andrews 
Ruben Kralik 

Dec. 10th Linda Moir 
Kodi & Kyrn Page 

Claire Cameron 
Bryana McCarthy 

Nathan Andrews 
Devin McCarthy 

Dec. 17th Linda Moir 
Kaitlyn McCarthy 

Lorna Lounsbury 
Mary Lou Green 

Meryl Lynn 
Linda Ogea 

Dec. 24th Linda Moir 
Marlee Page 

Linda Moir 
Marlee Page 

Stay in Worship Service 

Dec. 31st Linda Moir 
Marlee Page 

Linda Moir 
Marlee Page 

Linda Moir 
Marlee Page 

Jan. 7th Terri Prevett 
Macy Doyle 

Lorna Lounsbury 
Mary Lou Green 

Kodi Page 
Kyrn Page 

Jan. 14th Beth Adlam 
Ema Kralik 

Claire Cameron 
Bryana McCarthy 

Kathy Gallant 
Ruben Kralik 

Jan. 21st Terri Prevett 
Suzan Harper 

Kathy Freeman 
Vlatka Kralik 

Meryl Lynn 
Linda Ogea 

Jan. 28th Marj Rusling 
Saundra Plummer 

Lynn Moroz 
Mark Moroz 

Nathan Andrews 
Devin McCarthy 

Date Lesson Title 

Dec. 3rd Jonah 

Dec. 10th Daniel & the Lions Den 

Dec. 17th Ezra, Nehemiah and Temple Rebuild 

Jan. 14th Overview of the New Testament 

Jan. 21st Jesus’ Birth 

Jan. 28th Jesus’ Baptism & Temptations  

Christmas Break:  Christian Education Hour will not be held on Dec. 

24th, Dec. 31st and Jan. 7th. 





Trunk ‘n Treat 

 
First Place - Noah’s Ark 

Dinis family 

Second Place 

Ross & Cheryl 

Third Place - Boo 2 You! 

Mary Ann Adlam 

Thanks to everyone who came out for this fun night!  We had 62 kids and 17 trunks.  The 
foyer was filled for the fantastic Mad Science presentation by Pastor Ed.  Thanks to Ellen 
Doyle for the hot chocolate.  It was a Spooktacular night! 

Pastoral Search Committee 
 
The following have been appointed to our Pastoral Search Committee.  We encourage 
everyone to keep this very important committee in their prayers.  The Committee is made 
up of the following: 
 
Sean Doyle (Committee Chair) 
Dorothy Allan 
Christa Braccio 
Cyra Charlton 
John Goodwin 
Dave Hammond 
Ross Hickling 
Terri Prevett (Alternate) 



NEWS TEAM MEMBERS 
 

Editor/Journalist: Jim Wheeler;  Journalist: Donna Soper; 
Designer: Debbie Ebel;  

Spiritual Leader: Pastor Alex Moir;  
Production Staff: Deborah Bevington 

MY BACK PAGES 
 
As the precious days of October were winding down, Linda and I had the opportunity to attend a very 
special event.  A good friend of ours has recently begun a tour of duty as a university president and 
we were invited to attend his inauguration.  Since the institution in question was the one I attended 
as an undergrad, it occasioned a flood of personal memories, a chance to reunite with some old ac-
quaintances and to reflect on time gone by. 
 
The institution in question, Taylor University, is located in a small town in the heart of Indiana.  
Founded in 1846 by Methodists, it has become one of the flagship schools of the Christian college 
movement.  The dynamic is quite unique … students who attend schools like Taylor receive a genu-
ine Bachelor’s Degree in a Christian environment.  Professors, who are rigorous scholars in their 
own right, begin most classes with prayer.  The student population is small enough that you can walk 
across campus and hear your name being called.  It was a wonderful place to earn a degree, make 
some life-long friends and be challenged in the faith. 
 
The campus has changed quite a bit in 40 plus years … as have those of us who walked it back in 
those halcyon days!  A copy of the yearbook would’ve have made introductions a little easier.  But 
when a couple of old professors very kindly initiated conversations, it became clear why these faith 
places are so important.  Drs. Ringenberg and Winquist were present during some of the most form-
ative days of my life.  This time they were approaching me as a friend … and as someone who is 
reaching the end of my own professional career.  I could not have done it without them, and other 
professors like them who had the insight and courage to blend faith and learning. 
 
My friend Lowell, the new president, will have a challenging time ahead.  So many in our world are 
quite dismissive about the role of faith in learning, and would not consider attending a school like 
Taylor.  The world view taught at a Christian college radically challenges the priorities of a world so 
much in the grip of materialism, sexual expression and pragmatism, just to name a few.  But the sto-
ry of humankind is that we all worship something or somebody … and not all expressions of worship 
are created equal.  As Linda and I witnessed our friend take the oath that would launch him into the 
most challenging work of his life, I couldn’t help but think of one of our most precious scripture texts: 
 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
throughout all generations. 

Before the mountains were born 
or you brought forth the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”  (Ps. 90:1-2) 
 
In spite of our alleged ingenuity as a human race, our metaphysical/spiritual make-up cannot be de-
nied.  The only thing that remains is how we will develop this side of our lives.  I invite you to join me 
in prayer for my friend … and many other educators and parents who firmly believe that faith in the 
academy is a good thing. 
 
 
                                                                                        Devotedly your pastor … Alex 


