NEWS ‘N VIEWS
NOVEMBER 2016
FOR BANWELL COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEMBER OF THE CBOQ CHURCHES
BANWELL COMMUNITY CHURCH,
2400 BANWELL ROAD, WINDSOR ON
PHONE: 519-735-2654
EMAIL: INFO@BANWELLCHURCH.ORG
WEBSITE: WWW.BANWELLCHURCH.ORG

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 3rd
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
For Children Gr. 5 and under

Upcoming
Events


Nov. 11th at the WFCU
Centre at 6 p.m. “In His
Presence” Concert.
Tickets may be secured
at the WFCU Centre or at
“The Redeemed Christian
Church of God”, 1767
Northway Avenue,
Windsor



Nov. 18th - Movie Night
“The Nativity Story” at
7:00 p.m. Admission:
Bring a canned good.
Hosted by the Banwell
Men of Courage.



Windsor Youth Centre
Fundraiser tickets,
$20.00. See Cheryl Willis
- chance to win a 2016
Harley Davidson Road
King.

Join us for a pancake breakfast, fun activities and
games as well as a visit with Santa!
Kids - don’t forget your letters for Santa!
Cost: Non-perishable food items, an unwrapped toy
for charity, or hats and mittens.

Operation Christmas Child
Get your shoebox from the church foyer and fill it up and return it
to the church by Sunday, Nov. 13th. Please donate a minimum of
$7 for each shoebox you prepare to help cover project costs,
including shipping. Or if you prefer, bring in items for the Kid Zone
Packing Party and place them in the box in the foyer.
Please review the Top 100 list on the bulletin board
in the foyer.
NO CANDY is allowed in the
shoeboxes this year.

ISLAM???

Matthew House Needs:

“When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were
harassed, helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.”
“To My Muslim Friend” is an informative
booklet illustrating a Godly attitude and
method to address the central concerns that
Muslims have with the Christian path. Copies
are available Nov. 6th, 13th and 20th. See
Geoff McKay, who is currently teaching our
Adult Christian Education class, for your copy.






Dish Soap
New or gently used single bed sheets
Pots and Pans
Small appliances such as kettles,
toasters and microwaves.

Nursery Home Ministry Needs:
Puzzles: 500 pieces and up
Please speak to Deborah Bevington.

There’s a season for
everything and a time
for every matter
under the heavens:.
Ecclesiastes 3:1

LOSS

This has been a tough couple of months for
me. I have been to three funerals for women
who were very close to me. Three women
who left their mark on my life. Three women
who added such joy to this world. Three
women who were kind, loving and giving.

Then the words Jesus spoke in Matthew
6:6 came to me, "your Father knows what
you need before you ask Him". Before I
even uttered a word He knew I needed
Him. He knew my pain. He watched my
tears fall.

Loss takes its toll on the heart and mind. One
afternoon I found myself crying out to God to
take this pain from me. My heart couldn't take
anymore loss.
Thoughts of despair,
hopelessness and self-pity consumed me.

I have no idea how much more loss I will
suffer in my lifetime but I do know He will be
my strength today, tomorrow and always.
Donna Soper

Zelma Horvath
Went to be with our Lord
Wednesday, October 5, 2016
A 15 year contributor to the
News and Views
Will be deeply missed

The following is an excerpt from Zelma’s column “View From the Pew”
appearing in the September 2012 edition:
___________________________________________________________

VIEW FROM THE PEW
“I had a dream.
In my dream, when I became aware of my surroundings, I was standing on a blanket of thick lush
grass that was so green it was stunning. Ahead of me, too far away to recognize faces, a soccer
game was in progress with parents and grandparents on the sidelines cheering the kids on. The
soccer field was reminiscent of a lot of parks I’ve been in but then I noticed how clean and fresh the
air was. I also felt extremely happy and realized a sense of rightness was in my every pore. It was
then that I KNEW I was in heaven. This wasn’t a place where angels flew around or sat on big puffy
clouds like some of the pictures we see – it was a familiar place – one where kids played and
where everyone got along. There was no hurt here; no quarrels, no anger and no pain. It was overwhelming…
I knew I hadn’t died to get there. I think I was on a fact-finding, short mission trip! It was short, alright – it took only about two minutes to realize that I needed to come home and tell people about
this. Then, sensing God standing just a little behind me on my left side, I said “Most people are
frightened of dying and if I tell them that heaven is just like earth but a zillion times better, it will
ease people’s minds”.
The dream was so real that when I awoke my first thought was I couldn’t tell anyone what I saw –
basically because God told me not to! But it was a dream (I think!) and because I found it so interesting and such a new concept, I shared it with Alex. He encouraged me to share it with you.”
And that’s my view
Zelma Horvath

FINANCE REPORT
As we head into the final two months of 2016 I have been reflecting on our Banwell Mission. Being
led by God to this place we are committed to:





Share the love and words of Christ in this diverse community
Grow our faith
Learn about our gifts
Bring hope here and around the world

Pastor Alex’s recent message from the pulpit confirmed that Banwell is rich in human talent and persons of faith. Our staff are dedicated and faithful in supporting our Mission and our Vision. Our many
volunteers actively lead and participate in our ministries, missions, small groups and committees.
And then there are those who quietly pray and care for our Banwell family as the shepherd does for
his sheep. Paul told the Philippians “I thank God because of your partnership in the gospel.” For
these blessings we are so grateful to God for His generosity and grace. We joyously give each Sunday as we have received from our Lord. From 1 Corinthians 16:2 – “Every Sunday each of you
should put aside something from what you have earned during the week, and use it for this
offering. The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn. Don’t wait until I
get there and try to collect it all at once.” Give first - our mission and our vision deserve more
than leftovers. Giving is an act of worship. When we give, we are not simply adding to the Church
budget, we are giving up a thank offering to the Father Himself.
November is the month for preparing our budget for the coming year. As we reported in September
our weekly offerings to date continue to be below budget. September, however, averaged $10,962
weekly which brings our average weekly giving to $10,034 year-to-date. Banwell’s budget for all ministries is based on an average weekly offering of $10,500. Our mortgage balance is just under
$470,000 and our benevolent fund has assisted those in need in the amount of $14,001 to August
31. So, as we head into the final quarter of our fiscal year let us pray and reflect on our obligations
for God’s ministry through our Banwell family. Experience the joy of generosity as you observe the
results of your personal responsibility and stewardship. Let us not fail to financially support the ministries that God has led us to.
The volunteers who serve on this Finance Committee are pleased to answer any questions you may
have. On your behalf I thank the committee members Ann Van Wagner, Linda Fawler, Maureen
Beckstette, Ross Hickling, Kevin Martin, Barb Wickham and the volunteer team who account
for your offerings after every Sunday service.
Bruce Rand, Chair Finance Committee

AGE UNLIMITED
“Lest we forget.” Remembrance Day gives us an opportunity to remember our veterans and those
who have paid the supreme sacrifice in wartime. We also think of our Age Unlimited members who
have completed their Incredible Life Journey: Russ Beemer, Lloyd Boynton, Bill Kettlewell and our
“Temple and Banwell Envelope Steward”, Zelma Horvath.
At 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, November 9th, Age Unlimited will meet in the Chapel. Henry Nurse, our
coordinator, welcomes us. Rev. Dr. Alex Moir offers prayer. After singing there is a devotional
thought prior to our speaker. The morning ends with a delicious luncheon which is prepared by our
hostesses: Yvonne Eberle, Penny Bain, Madelon Kidd, Pam Beemer, Dorothy Allan and Carol Middaugh. To cover food expenses, we ask for a freewill donation.
Rev. Dr. Irene Clark-Carroll is an ordained minister, conference speaker and has a program
“Broken Wings” which “offers hope in a helpless and broken world.” Invite a friend to join you for
this fascinating topic.
May God continue to richly bless you during this fall season.
Henry Nurse, Coordinator
Submitted by Joan Fulmer

FACES IN THE CROWD
Our thanks to Donna Soper for so beautifully decorating our sanctuary for Thanksgiving.
The condolences of the congregation are extended to the following families upon the passing of
loved ones: to Stacy Mayer upon the passing of her father Wayne in Abbotsford, B.C.; to George
Horvath and family upon the passing of his wife, and our good friend, Zelma on October 5th;
and to Alan and Marie-Jeanne Wright upon the passing of Alan’s brother Ian after a long battle
with ALS.

WORSHIP NOTES
As we settle into cooler weather patterns, we look forward to gathering together in worship. The
Pastor will conclude his message series on “Money and the Gospel of Luke” during the month of
November and we will also be blessed by being led in worship on Nov. 27th by our Men’s Ministry.
As always, our musicians, under the leadership of our Minister of Music, Ian McGregor Smith, will
share their musical gifts in our worship experiences. May the Lord continue to bless us as we continue to gather together!
Nov. 6th

“Put This Money to Work…”
(Luke 19:11-27)

Nov. 13th

“Giving to God”
(Luke 20:20-26)

Nov. 20th

“More Than All the Others”
(Luke 21:1-4)

Nov. 27th

Men’s Sunday

Highlights of the Journey
Grant Fairley told our Age Unlimited group that each person should write their story to preserve it
for their children, grandchildren and future generations.

Jim Wheeler
Jim has had a fascinating life journey. There are many highlights including being a Life Member at
Temple Baptist Church. Jim also was the committee chair of the Board of Directors and the Vision
Team that brought the combined Olivet and Temple Baptist churches to our new outreach in East
Windsor area at Banwell Community Church.
Jim was born in Windsor and had many happy remembrances of his early education at Victoria
Avenue Elementary School and the Hon. Kennedy Collegiate on Tecumseh Road adjacent to the
beautiful Jackson Park. Further education was obtained at the Lawrence Technical University in
Detroit, Michigan where Jim obtained a degree in Industrial Management studies.
Many employment opportunities have advanced Jim’s employment experience including: Chrysler
Corporation, Ford Motor Company, Y.M.C.A. and the University of Windsor - Department of
Human Resources.
Jim is a widower. Bev was the love of his life and the couple were blessed with three adorable
daughters. He is now an encourager to his wonderful grown up grandchildren.
After 31 years of dedicated employment at the university, retirement has given Jim the opportunity
to pursue his hobbies: scrapbooking at our neighbour nursing home Heron Terrace with Barb
Wickham and Dorothy Allan. Jim also serves on the Board of Directors for Handi Transit.
Jim is an assertive, caring person who has given tirelessly of his time and organizational skills, and
has been chair of many committees and used his voice in praise to the Lord in choirs and the
Banwell Singers at Banwell. With a declining congregation at Temple Baptist, Jim chaired the
Board and the Vision Team that recommended the sale of Temple that led to the site selection,
fund raising and obtaining a new pastor to plan the new church. Olivet Baptist Church members
sold their church and the money was used to purchase the property at Banwell and McNorton
Street. Grace McCann, Chair of the Pulpit Committee, placed a phone call to London, Ontario.
Rev. Dr. Alex and Linda Moir accepted the invitation. The Temple and Olivet congregations voted
to unite and to name the new facility Banwell Community Church.
Jim and Kim Anber work together to recruit new ushers and greeters to serve our congregation.
In I Corinthians 3:6 and 9 it says “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.
For we are God’s fellow workers, you are God’s field, God’s building.”
Thank you, Jim, for all you have planted and the wonderful volunteers you had to assist you with
the work. God has truly blessed Banwell with glorious, gracious growth. May God continue to
richly bless you.
Submitted by Joan Fulmer

CBOQ Youth Pastors Retreat
On Monday October 3rd I had the privilege to
attend the CBOQ Youth Pastor’s Retreat at
Camp Kwasind in Muskoka Lakes.
It was a great time to recharge, learn, pray
and encourage one another.
The first evening we had a prayer service
and communion. We shared some
thanksgiving items and prayer requests as
well. It was wonderful to share what was in
our hearts and pray for one another.
We saw communion as more than a ritual,
but as a time to reflect and look inside of us.
It was a time to confess and ask God for
forgiveness and cleansing. We looked at
confession as an act of worship.
The next day we had “Soul Care” sessions
where we were reminded to take care of
ourselves as the “temple of God”. It is
something we can easily forget as we walk
the Christian life.
We had coaching sessions, informal
conversations about ministry and peer
coaching.

On Wednesday, we looked into the
“Imaginative Hope” report (from the
Canadian Baptist Youth & Family Forum) to
foster better understanding and to offer
additional insights.
This includes 7 major obstacles and 5 major
opportunities in reaching this Next
Generation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and 3 action steps for the church.
Reviewing this document was very eye
opening for us.
We also had worship time and campfires
every evening.
Overall, it was a wonderful and encouraging
retreat!!

It was so great to meet
other servant-leaders
who are pouring their
hearts into our young
generation.
To God be the glory!
Karen Saldaña

Rock Solid Ministry Youth Events


Nov. 4th Friday Night Live Bible Study



Nov. 11th

Laser Tag



Nov. 18th

Friday Night Live Bible Study



Nov. 25th

Friday Night Live Bible Study

MEN’S MINISTRY
PIE MAKERS A HUGE SUCCESS
Congratulations to our Rock Solid gang, Karen Saldaña and their leaders - they
have once again become excellent pie makers. The production line extended the
length of our Lobby and with the help of our men and ladies, eighty (80) pies were
constructed.
Our thanks to all who assisted - to Kim Anber, the main organizer, and to those who purchased the
pies after our Sunday service. We SOLD OUT with our youth group earning approximately eight
hundred and forty dollars. FANTASTIC!

GREAT ESCAPE VII
It was a beautiful fall morning at Wildwood Golf Club when thirty of our men attended the
Day Away Seminar facilitated by Pastor Scott Dakin. Our men were challenged to review their priorities and prayer life. Special music was led by Ian Smith.
Golfers enjoyed the greens following our afternoon session with the entire day ending on
a very positive note. Thanks to all who attended and participated in the meaningful discussions.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH AT 8:30 A.M.
We will introduce a special guest speaker and enjoy as usual an excellent presentation of your breakfast favourites.

MEN’S SUNDAY SERVICE - NOVEMBER 27TH
We are planning to have a men’s choral to add to our annual service. All men who enjoy
singing (no specail talent required) are encouraged to attend our first practice on Thursday, November 3rd at 6:00 p.m. for one half hour.
We are very pleased to have our own Ryan Richardson share the morning message.

WHITE BAG SUNDAY - DECEMBER 18TH
All men are requested to bring canned goods to place on the pulpit platform for delivery to the Downtown Mission.
Jim Wheeler

LADIES CHRISTMAS TEA
Tuesday, Nov. 29th @ 7:00 p.m.
Admission: Donations of adult hats and mitts,
socks, etc. for the Windsor/Essex Community
Health Street people.

Sign-up sheet in the foyer!

BANWELL FAMILY CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 4th
Time: TBD
An event for all ages!

Pastoral Care & Worship
Submitted by: Donna Soper

As our Committee began meeting again in September we were strengthened knowing that
Wayne and Debra Lemmon were covering us, and the other Committees, with prayer
as we met.
John Goodwin has been faithfully manning the new Sound Board and is willing to
share his expertise with anyone who is interested. Although there was a learning curve with
the new system, John has worked tirelessly to keep the service flowing smoothly. Thanks
to Deborah Doyle and John for their faithful service up in the Sound Room.
Under the direction of Pastor Alex, our Pastoral Care team has been very busy over these
past months visiting and uplifting the sick. We are so blessed to have a team of dedicated
people who make sure no one is forgotten. Please keep this team and the people they visit
in your prayers.
All of our Small Groups are meeting on a regular basis. Small Groups bring people together
to not only study God's word but put it into action. I find Small Groups to be a unique ministry
that ties a group of people together that might not meet under other circumstances. Our coordinator, Dave Page, oversees this ministry, and if you are looking for a group to join, don't
hesitate to speak to Dave.
Plans are underway to celebrate our 15th Anniversary as Banwell Community Church. Rev.
Gene Tempelmeyer of Spring Garden Church, Toronto has accepted our invitation to
be our guest speaker on Sunday, January 29th.
We continue to thank God for the opportunity to serve Him by serving on this Committee.
Chair: Kevin Andrews
Members : Marsha Campbell, John Goodwin. Deborah Martel and Donna Soper

CHILDCARE SCHEDULE /// NOV. 2016
Date

Nursery

Little Lambs

Nov. 6th

Christa Braccio
Claire Cameron

Suzan Harper
Macy Doyle

Nov. 13th

Beth Gellner
Marlene Wray

Laurie Beemer
Mary Ann Adlam

Nov. 20th

Heather Doyle
Mupanga Ngamangulu

Carol Middaugh
Gayle Marsh

Nov. 27th

Pat Cowie
Tracy Doyle

Barb Stephens
Camryn Stephens

Date

Children’s Church
JK - Gr. 1

Children’s Church
Gr. 2 & 3

Children’s Church
Gr. 4 & 5

Nov. 6th

Terri Prevett
Danijela Kralik

Kathy Freeman
Vlatka Kralik

Cindy France

Nov. 13th

Marj Rusling
Saundra Plummer

Kodi Page
Kyrn Page

Meryl Lynn
Linda Ogea

Nov. 20th

Terri Prevett
Macy Doyle

Lorna Lounsbury
Mary Lou Green

Stay in Worship Service

Nov. 27th

Bonnie Hammond

Rachel Brown
Claire Cameron

Meryl Lynn
Linda Ogea

Date

Lesson Title

Thursday, Nov. 3rd

David’s Census, Judgment &
Purchase….Threshing Floor

Thursday, Nov. 10th

Shoebox Packing Party

Thursday, Nov. 17th

Movie Night

Thursday, Nov. 24th

No meeting this week

Banwell Staff
Rev. Dr. Alex Moir, Pastor

Email: pastor@banwellchurch.org

Ian McGregor Smith, Minister of Music

Email: music@banwellchurch.org

Marlee Page, Director of Christian Education

Email: ce@banwellchurch.org

Karen Saldaña, Director of Youth Ministries

Email: youth@banwellchurch.org

Debbie Ebel, Administrative Assistant

Email: office@banwellchurch.org

Chantelle Bell, Caretaker

Email: caretaker@banwellchurch.org

My Back Pages
Much has been made recently over the need for all of us to de-clutter our lives. The stuff that we
collect and accumulate seems to be so sturdy that we are loath to get rid of it … after all we
wonder if we might use it again someday. Meanwhile, our basements and garages are becoming
quite full. The recent flooding in our area has caused many of those affected to reconsider the
role of “things” in our lives. As some of my friends piled ruined pieces on the curb, they began to
wonder why they had kept this “stuff” in the first place.
A few months ago, my wife Linda finished a book entitled The Life Changing Magic of
Tidying Up by Japanese super-organizer Marie Kondo. The basic premise is how your mind and
life can be de-cluttered if you can just re-cycle, give away or toss out the things that you don’t
need. Easier said than done, you might say. But Ms. Kondo suggests that all of this might
actually happen by asking a magic question … as you gaze at an item that has been laying
around for awhile ask yourself, “Will this bring me joy if I keep it as part of my life?”
In case you may have forgotten, the concept of joy is an important one to those of us who are
followers of Jesus. When Jesus says, “I have come that they may have life and have it to the
full” (John 10:10b) he is playing on the joy motif. In another place in John’s gospel we read, “I
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete (15:11).” In a
few weeks we will celebrate the birth of Christ, remembering the announcement of the angels,
bringing “tidings of great joy.”
Now in all of this, it is helpful to remember that joy is different from happiness, which can occur
with a nice vacation, a job promotion … and/or a new item purchased, which may bring us a
temporary “rush” of emotion. When, in the epistle of James, we read “Count it all joy, brothers
and sisters, when you encounter various trials” we begin to get at the heart of what “joy” is all
about. And when we factor in Jesus’ instructive word about possessions (“Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth …”/Matthew 6:19) we return full circle to Ms. Kondo’s question.
Last week I completed one of my “fall” jobs, that of cleaning out our garage. The time has come
to do some de-cluttering, as I am running out of room for the things that really need the space …
the winter tires which really give me joy, because I know that when Linda is driving her car she
can do so with confidence on a snowy day; my snow blower which gives me great joy, not only in
clearing my driveway but for my next door neighbour who has heart issues; the work bench which
gives me joy when I have a basic and often messy job to do and the wood of that bench absorbs
any type of spill I happen to make.
A very wise man once told me years ago that you don’t need a whole lot of money to be
contented in life. The same goes for other possessions as well. Of course, our faith in God
through Christ is the first step towards such joy. We must quote Jesus again here, who said, “But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Great joy to you … in the saving of the right things and the re-cycling and giving away as well!
Devotedly, your pastor … Alex
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