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June 2018 News ‘n Views

WE HAVE BEEN RICHLY BLESSED
It was back in the spring of 2002 when a phone call was made by the Chair of our Pastoral Search Committee, Grace McCann, to Pastor Alex Moir if he would consider the
possibility of becoming our new pastor. The return call ultimately came “Let’s Talk” and
we did resulting in Alex becoming our pastor in July 1, 2002.
Nearly twelve months have passed since Pastor Alex informed us that he would be retiring on July 1st of this year. At the time it seemed so far away but, here we are on the
threshold of his well-earned retirement.
There is so much we can say as we have been richly blessed for the past sixteen years serving our Lord under
his leadership and to be challenged by his messages. For those of us who embarked on this journey to our new
facility on Banwell, it was with great expectations that we would welcome new folk to join us, and we have experienced just that while more than doubling our membership since opening the doors on Sunday, December 21,
2003. Our thanks to Alex for leading the way in making our dream a reality.
He has walked with many through times of great sadness and times of great joy. I have been the recipient of
Alex’s kindness and will surely miss him but, it is now his time. After more than forty years of serving our Lord in
Leamington, London, Windsor and the Baptist Convention, our pastor will retire from his 24-7 commitment for a
more relaxed time with Linda and their family. To say we have been richly blessed is an understatement, but
putting our personal desires and wishes aside we must be pleased for him as he commences this new journey.
There are times when the words “Thank You” seem very insufficient in expressing the depth of our gratitude, but
these words are the extent of my vocabulary.
We send him off with our sincerest appreciation for his commitment to our Lord, to our congregation and his
compassionate ear and caring qualities.
Thanks also for his “Back Pages” that have contributed so much to our News and Views each month.
Now it is time for Alex to relax on Saturday night. May God richly, richly bless you.
Jim Wheeler

AGE UNLIMITED
June 28th is our planned annual end of the year outing. There is no regular, scheduled meeting in
the Chapel room until Wednesday, September 12th when Dr. Gord Hambly will take us on a road
trip to charming Charleston, South Carolina.

On June 28th we will travel by coach bus to St. Jacobs, Ontario. After enjoying the scenery of beautiful South Western Ontario, we will arrive at the recently built St. Jacob’s market . There will be an
opportunity to shop or browse through the three buildings for an hour.
A lunch reservation has been made at the Stone Crock Restaurant. On the sign-up sheet please
check if you wish the buffet meal or wish to order from the menu.
Transportation cost is $45.00 payable to Madelon Kidd by the middle of June.

June 28th Schedule
St. Jacob’s times are approximate
7:45 a.m.

Assemble at Banwell
Wear Name Tags

8:00 a.m.

Bus departs

11:00 a.m.

St. Jacob’s Market

12:30 –12:45 p.m.

Board bus for lunch

12:45 p.m.—1 p.m.

Lunch reservation at Stone
Crock Restaurant

2:00 p.m.

Departure

5:00 p.m.

Return to Banwell Parking Lot

May each of you enjoy a marvelous, relaxing summer. See you in September!
Henry Nurse, Co-coordinator
Submitted by Joan Fulmer

WORSHIP NOTES
The month of June is a very special month in the
church calendar as we anticipate the summer.
During the month the pastor will continue his message series on “Miracles”. And we will be lead in
music by our church musicians under the leadership of Ian McGregor Smith. May the Lord continue to bless us as we gather together in worship!

Date

Message

June 3rd

“Everything is Possible”
(Mark 9:14-32)

June 10th

TBA

June 17th
June 24th

“An Important Question”
(John 5:1-15)
“Surprised?”
(Acts 3:1-16)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

July 16—19th, 2018
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cost: $10/child
or $25/family
Registration forms available in the foyer
or on the church website:
www.banwellchurch.org
Complete and return with payment
to Marlee Page.

Pastoral Care Team
The Pastoral Care Team
Ministry in our church assists
the pastor in extending the care
of the congregation to our shutins, those who have been
hospitalized and others. Upon
the retirement of our pastor ,
we’re grateful for Joyce Lembke
who has agreed to be the
coordinator of the team. Just a
reminder that the Pastoral Care
Team has some prayer blankets
which you are welcome to use if
you are visiting someone who
might be in need. Please speak
to Joyce or the church office if
you are interested.

Easter Offering
Thank you to all who so
generously gave to our Easter
offering this year. $2,387 was
donated to the ministry of
Conrad and Fiona Kwok with
Canadian Baptist Ministries in
Thailand.
Thank you, one and all.

Property Management
We should see our last wall started
within a week or two, to put an end to
our restoration by Bartlett.
We will then be free to complete hallway
repairs and paint. Material has been
supplied by Vladimir Kralik to refinish
the doorway at the end of the hallway.
This repair will take place before
painting.
Water damaged ceiling tiles in the
sanctuary are replaced and repairs are
done. We are just waiting on a second
coat of paint in a few small places.
We are looking into having some of the
youth help with spring cleaning of air
return vents and windows; the front
foyer has had a spring cleaning from top
to bottom including windows.

I believe the Men's Ministry is going to
approve the sharing of their bulletin
board with Mary and Martha's groups so
watch for their upcoming events and
sign ups.

Men’s Ministry
MEN’S BREAKFAST
SATURDAY,. JULY 28, 2018 @ 8:30 a.m.

CAR WASH
Saturday, June 30th
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
*Help Needed — Please
speak to Lino Braccio.

MEN’S BAR-B-Q
Thursday, August 16th
Details on Bulletin Board and at the July
breakfast

WELCOME TO RIC DINIS
We are pleased to announce he has joined our
Executive.

COMING EVENTS
GREAT ESCAPE DAY AWAY
Saturday, October 13th

We are still trying to locate matching
soffit for the 3-feet missing from the
carport.

Mark your calendars!

New non-skid strips have been applied
to the foyer floor at the front door, and
more will follow if effective.

We will once again be selling
corn at the Bonduelle Plant in
Tecumseh.
Date to be
announced.
This is a great
fundraiser for our School Snack
Program.

Property Committee Chair
Kim Anber
HELP NEEDED!
The library is looking for someone to
join their team. Contact Monika Blata
for more information

CORN CRIB

T

GETHER 2 Care Group

As the Lord has been leading people to gather T
GETHER each Wednesday evening at 7
p.m. He has brought others to inquire about a group for loved ones and friends of those with mental
illness.
The formation of a second group was a vision that I had two years ago. Although I was excited to
have a support group for people who care for others with mental illness, I wanted to wait upon the
Lord until the timing was right. The first priority was to have a care group for people with mental illness/mental health concerns and thus T
GETHER formed. The group has extended into the
Banwell community through the posting of the group’s meeting time on our Banwell outdoor sign.
Over the past few months I have had inquiries as to whether I knew of a faith-based support group
for spouses, relatives or friends of people with mental illness. Sadly, I was not able to direct them to
such a group.
Beginning Monday, June 4, 2018 at 7 p.m, T
GETHER 2 will be a group for spouses, relatives or friends of people with mental illness to meet and support one another.
If you know someone who would benefit from T
GETHER or T
with them our contact information: togethermhcg@gmail.com

GETHER 2, please share

Thank you, Banwell family, for your support of this important outreach ministry.
Yours in Christ,
Dawn Michelle Brown, Facilitator
Coleen Martin, Co-Facilitator

PASTORAL CARE AND WORSHIP
Submitted by: Donna Soper
Spring has always symbolized “new beginnings” and as we witnessed with the Baptism of Luke
Andrews, Shirley Aubin, Savannah Holman, Ruth Holman and Dawn and David McMahon they too
have dedicated their lives to a new beginning. What a joy that they are giving witness to their faith
through Baptism. We, as a church, will be praying for them as they continue their journey.
There is an empty chair at our Committee meetings now that Marsha Campbell has had to resign
due to her move to St. Thomas. Marsha was such a joy to serve with. She was not only lovely on the
outside, she had a heart for God and a beautiful spirit. She is missed, not only on our Committee, but
by many friends at Banwell that knew her. We know that wherever she goes she will be serving God
and in her quiet way she is being witness to the people around her.

We want to thank Yvonne Eberle for her years of service in preparing our communion. It is amazing
how those perfectly cut cubes of bread were cut by hand and not machine. She was dedicated in
making sure the elements were ready each and every Communion Sunday.
Plans are underway for our church picnic to take place on June 24th. We know how everyone enjoys
the fellowship of the picnic (not to mention the food). Please bring your lawn chair and your appetite.
It is an even busier time for our Pastor now as he works to put things in order before he retires the
end of June. We don’t give a thought to all the extras he does behind the scenes until now when
those responsibilities have to be covered by someone. Thank you to those who have accepted the
call to serve where needed.
We know there can be moments of concern wondering about how things will continue now that
Pastor Alex is retiring but God has a plan for Banwell and He promises to never leave us. We will
continue to put our faith in Him and pray for the members of the Search Committee.
Chair: Kevin Andrews
Members: John Goodwin, Deborah Martel and Donna Soper

FACES IN THE CROWD

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The Pastoral Care and Worship Committee is
looking for 6 volunteers to do communion setup.
Contact Kevin Andrews if you are
interested.

Congratulations to the following folks who
witnessed to their faith through the waters of baptism on Sunday, May 13th:
Luke Andrews, Shirley Aubin, Ruth
Holman, Savannah Holman, David &
Dawn McMahon.
During the month of May we have bid
farewell to some familiar faces in our
midst. Yvonne Eberle, very active in the
ministry at Banwell for many years, will
be moving to live with her nephew and
his family in Sarnia. Alan and MarieJeanne Wright will have moved to Welland.
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Joan Fulmer at the passing of
her son Dana on April 28th, and to Gord
& Marlene Hambly at the death of
Gord’s brother Fraser on April 30th.

Two volunteers needed each week! Sign up in the foyer on the C.E. Bulletin Board.

Date

Children’s Church

Date

Children’s Church

June 3rd

Patty Moroz
Kathy Gallant

July 22nd

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

June 10th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

July 29th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

June 17th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Aug. 5th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

June 24th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Aug. 12th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

July 1st

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Aug. 19th

Kathy Gallant
Volunteer Needed

July 8th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Aug. 26th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

July 15th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Sept. 2nd

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Sept. 9th

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

CHILDCARE SCHEDULE /// JUNE 2018
Date

Nursery

Little Lambs

June 3rd

Monique McCarthy
Maria Martin

Carol Middaugh
Gayle Marsh

June 10th

Joanne Kettlewell
Marlene Wray

Barb Stephens
Macy Doyle

June 17th

Heather Doyle
Mapunga Ngamangulu

Dawn Michelle Brown
Bryana McCarthy

June 24th

Pat Cowie
Tracy Doyle

Suzan Harper
Vlatka Kralik

My Back Pages
One of the most difficult tasks of retirement has been upon me for the past few weeks … the job of
packing up the articles in the pastor’s study which I’ve occupied here at Banwell for the past fourteen
and a half years. Some of you may remember that the first year and a half Linda and I were here in
Windsor, we were downtown at the old Temple Baptist building. The pastor’s study at that stage in
our history was located on the top floor. It was an easy and joyous task to move from there to this
spanking new building in December of 2003.
One of the reasons this move is a little harder is that, for the first time in 40 years, I’ll be moving the
contents of my office to our home. Although I’ve tried to go through my books now and then through
the years and give away as many as I could, by and large I’ve just moved from one church study to
another and brought a fair bit with me each time. It’s been the same with my files … you try to recycle what you can but there’s some stuff you just have to keep. This time I’ve really got to cut back.

Although I am retiring from active pastoral ministry, I still expect to do some preaching now and then.
As I’ve mentioned to some of you, I’m taking a year long sabbatical away from most everything ministerial … but I’m sure after that there will be occasion to be involved in some sort of ministry. Therefore, I’ve kept many of my message files from the last 25 years or so. Most of my reference books
are going with me as well … those authors have really been some of my trusted friends during my
career. Though I’ve really cut back on my other books and files, there are still some things which I’m
going to be taking home.
One of the thoughts I’ve had throughout this process is that God is leading Linda and me into our
next career. To be sure, there’s not going to be as much church ministry … but we both still feel
strongly about our faith and the impact a group of believers can have in society. Some of the books
and articles I’ve saved through the years just aren’t going to help us in this new zone we’ll be entering. We’ll be reading some new authors, watching emerging trends and trying to take what we
learned and applied over 40 years into whatever context the Lord places us.
So as the next few weeks go by, you may notice the shelves in the pastor’s study becoming a little
more empty. Don’t be surprised, but the filing cabinet will be going with me (it’s been a part of my
study in all three churches I’ve served) … but it’s a whole lot lighter than it ever has been. I’ll be filling it with new pieces of information which will help Linda and me as we serve the Lord in this new
and different capacity. I’m a little sad to be leaving my desk, credenza and coat hanger, as they’ve
been with me for over 30 years … but we really have ample desk space at home and have no room.
I’m hoping those pieces will be useful to the new pastor as is fitting.
Moving is never easy … but when the Lord goes ahead of us, we know He has something new in
store. I know that the items I bring home will remind me of the happy years we’ve spent with this
congregation.
Devotedly your pastor … Alex
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