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Enjoy a “Night Out”  
with  

Christian Comedian and Pastor 
Steve Geyer 

 
Saturday, February 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

@ 
Banwell Community Church 

 
Tickets: $10/couple 

 
All invited - couples and singles for a night 

of comedy! 
(See details on page 5) 

 
Geyer has once again returned to speaking and comedy full-time, 
but not at the exclusion of his ministry. “My comedy works 
because I’m not just an entertainer but rather my stories about 
being in the third world, about what’s happening in people’s 
lives—these are current and relevant and ministry is always part 
of who I am. I talk about real life, about what’s going on in 
people’s lives and in the church right now.” 
 
Through humor, Geyer delivers powerful messages to provide 
hope, and start people on a new journey that changes lives and 
helps audiences find their purpose in God’s kingdom. 
 
*Couples Night Out is not just for couples – anybody who likes or 
needs a laugh can come laugh at (and with) Steve Geyer! 

Church Events 

 Saturday, Feb. 6th 
“Night Out”  
@ 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, Feb. 7th 
Guest Speaker, Steve 
Geyer @ 10:30 a.m. 
 

 Tuesday, Feb. 9th 
Committee Meetings 
@ 6:45 p.m. 

 

 Wed.. Feb. 10th - 
Age Unlimited 
Valentine’s Meeting 
and Luncheon 

 

 Tuesday, Feb. 23rd - 
Board of Directors’ 
Meeting 

 



Age Unlimited  
“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 
 
An invitation is extended to all “Seniors” of the Banwell 
congregation to join us for a magical, musical morning 
to hear about “Choirs of the World”.  Age Unlimited 
Group will meet at 11 a.m. in the Chapel Room to cel-
ebrate a Valentine treat on Wednesday, Feb. 10

th
.  

 
Henry Nurse is the coordinator of the group and wel-
comes us to the meeting in prayer.  We sing our fa-
vourite hymns, have a devotional thought, our pro-
gram presentation and end the morning with a deli-
cious, nutritious luncheon.  
 
We will continue with the theme “Our Incredible Jour-
ney”.  Our devotional thought will proceed from Gala-
tians 5:22 – gifts given to each from the Holy Spirit.  
The first gift is “LOVE”.  This is the focus of the morn-
ing.  In English – love has many meanings.  In Greek, 
there are four specific words.  Marlee Page will share 
these and express about love throughout her life.  
 
A special Valentine treat is being planned to make this 
a memorable morning.  Al Beitler will present a Power-
Point presentation entitled “Choirs of the World”.  
There are numerous, famous groups that make up 
world class choirs.  Al will narrate and project: The Vi-
enna Boys’ choir, the Russian Red Army choir, the 
Men of the Deep choir and the Mormon Tabernacle 
choir.  Invite your spouses, friends or plan to attend 
this magnificent musical presentation.  Please indicate 
your presence on the sign-up sheet on the coffee 
counter by February 7

th
. 

 
Claude Daniels offers grace prior to our luncheon.  
Lunch is prepared by our team of hostesses:  Yvonne 
Eberle, Penny Bain, Madelon Kidd, Dorothy Allan, 
Pam Beemer and Carol Middaugh.  To cover expens-
es, we ask for a freewill offering.   
 
Mark your calendar for February 10

th
 at 11 a.m.  This 

is an Age Unlimited meeting you won’t want to miss! 
 
“This is love:  not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His son.”  1 John 4:10. 
 
Henry Nurse, Coordinator 
Submitted by Joan Fulmer 

PASTORAL CARE AND WORSHIP 
Submitted by:  Donna Soper 
 
This is the beginning of a brand new year and 
as we look back on the months leading up to 
January we have so much to be thankful for 
here at Banwell. 
 
We witnessed the baptism of Tracey Doyle 
and David McCarthy and welcomed into mem-
bership, Jean Elliott, Viola Glos, Geraldine 
and Jerry Glos, Matt Habuda and Rodi 
Sengmany.  
 

We celebrated Youth Sunday in November 
and it certainly moved our hearts to see these 
young people witnessing their faith in such a 
mature way.  We have known most of these 
teenagers since they were children and it is 
such a blessing to watch and be a part of 
them growing in their faith. 
 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas we had 
many opportunities to come together for fel-
lowship and worship.  One of those times was 
the evening the Banwell Singers and friends, 
under the leadership of Ian Smith, presented 
a Christmas cantata, "It All Began In Bethle-
hem".  It was an evening of inspirational music 
and it was beautifully presented.  Everyone 
who attended felt God's presence. 
 

We will be celebrating Banwell's 14th Anniver-
sary on January 31st and we are looking for-
ward to our guest speaker, Reverend Deane 
Proctor, from Queensway Baptist Church 
in Brantford.   Let us all pray for good travel-
ling conditions.  We will also feast on a pot 
luck luncheon which in the past has been well 
attended and enjoyed by all. 
 

We have many people who use their gifts at 
Banwell.  Over the past several years, Barb 
Wickham, has used her talent to put to-
gether several scrap books highlighting 
events we have celebrated.  Each page is art-
fully done and we want to thank her for shar-
ing her talent in such an artistic way.  You 
have only to look through the books to see 
Banwell's history unfold before your eyes. 
 

We consider being part of the working com-
mittees of this church a privilege and we thank 
you for your faith in us to serve. 
 

Chair: Kevin Andrews 
Members: Marsha Campbell, John Goodwin, 
Heather Heuston, Deborah Martel and Donna 
Soper 



Book Reviews 
 

RING OF SECRETS  
ROSEANNA WHITE 
 

Winter Reeves is an American Patriot forced 
to hide her heart amid the British Loyalists of 
New York.  She keeps her ears open so she 
can pass on information to her fellow spies.  If 
she is caught, she will be executed.  She 
prays for God’s protection on her life.  
Bennet Lane returns to New York with one 
goal – to find General Washington’s spy 
among the ranks of the city’s elite.  Then she 
meets Winter, with her too intelligent eyes and 
her too blank face, and she can’t figure her 
out.   

WHISPERS FROM THE SHADOWS 
 ROSEANNA WHITE 
 

1814  - After the murder of a British general, 
his daughter Gwyneth flees England to save 
her own life.  Bound for America, she finds 
refuge with the Lane family, but after 
meeting Thad Lane she wonders just how 
safe she is.  Thad fears his feelings for her 
may blur the lines of loyalty.  A future with 
Gwyneth more than uncertain, it could be life
-threatening. 
 

HEIRESS OF WINTERWOOD 
SARAH LADD 
 

Amelia Barrett, heiress to an English estate 
defies her family to care for her dead friend’s 
baby even to the point of proposing to the 
baby’s father, a sea captain she has never 
met.   
 

Graham’s strength and control have served 
him well but chasing perfection has kept him a 
prisoner of his own discipline and way from 
the family he was sworn to love and protect.  

 
HEADMISTRESS OF ROSEMERE 
SARAH LADD 
 

Patience Creighton has always expected a 
dashing man to sweep her off her feet and 
take her away, but that man never comes, 
and since her father’s death, keeping the 
school running and her mother happy has 
been a full-time job.  William Sterling was in 
mortal danger when assaulted by his 
henchmen on the way home from a tavern.  
He guides his horse to the door of his tenant 
at Rosemere school.  After being tended by 
Patience, William rides off into the dawn. 
 

YOU DON’T KNOW ME 
SUSAN MAY WAREN 
 

No one knows that Annalise was once 
Deidre O’Reilly, a young woman whose 
testimony put a dangerous criminal behind 
bars.  Relocated through the witness 
protection she has a new identity with a 
husband and three children.  Twenty years 
later Annalise doesn’t expect her past to find 
her and put her entire family in danger. Will 
she run again or will she stay and face her 
secrets? 



FINANCE REPORT 
 

As we begin the journey into 2016 we are again reminded of our Banwell Mission. Being led by God to this 
place we are committed to: 
 

 Share the love and words of Christ in this diverse community 
 Grow our faith 
 Learn about our gifts 
 Bring hope here and around the world 

 

While the 2015 year-end financial results have yet to be finalized, we can provide some information from 
the last quarter of 2015. Banwell’s budget for all ministries calls for average weekly offerings of $10,400. 
During the first nine months the average weekly offerings were $9,300. October’s average increased to 
$10,269 followed by $9,362 in November and $16,572 in December. Overall the average weekly offerings 
were just over $10,000 while expenses averaged $10,500 exclusive of contributions to our contingency 
fund. 
 

Our mortgage balance as at December 31st is just under $514,000, our Benevolent Fund balance is $13,308, 
the Memorial Fund balance is $5,539 and the Contingency Fund balance is $65,636. During 2015 our Benev-
olent Fund donations assisted those in need in the amount of $23,671.  
 

The volunteers who serve on this Finance Committee are pleased to answer any questions you may have. 
On your behalf I thank Ann Van Wagner, Linda Fawler, Ross Hickling, Kevin Martin, Sean Doyle, Zelma 
Horvath and the volunteer team who account for your offerings after every Sunday service.  
 

Bruce Rand, Chair 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
 

 

This year’s Christmas offering netted 
$3,845 as a love offering to First Baptist 
Church.  Many thanks to all of you for 
this above and beyond gift during Christ-
mas time.  



Enjoy a “Night Out” with  
a Christian Comedian 

Saturday, February 6 – 7 pm 
 

$10 per couple or pair – Tickets 
available after service and at the 

church office 
 

Enjoy a “Night Out” with Christian 
Comedian Steve Geyer who grew up in 
an abusive household.  Steve turned to 
stand-up comedy and eventually to God 
as a way to cope. Along with his wife, 
Kathy, he spent years combining his faith 
with his comedy act. Geyer has toured 
with Christian comedy and entertainment 
acts. 
 
Geyer got a record deal with Star Song 
Records, and went on to record a live 
video and three comedy albums.  He 
toured with many Christian artists 
including 4HIM, Point of Grace, DeCarmo 
& Key, DCTalk, White Heart, and many 
others. He’s been the featured speaker at 
many Christian festivals including Jesus 
Northwest, Atlanta Fest, and Texas Alive. 
 
In 1998, Geyer gave up entertainment to 
work with youth and went on to serve as 
an Associate Pastor in Fayetteville, GA 
ministering to special needs children and 
their families, and promoting missions 
primarily to Haiti till the spring of 2013. 
 
In his study of the Bible, Geyer found a 
strong emphasis on relationships. 
Combined with the way he met his wife 
through his church, that means Geyer is 
interested in delivering the “relational 
aspect” of Christianity. Several of these 
appearances have a relationship theme, 
such as “Couples Night Out.”* Geyer’s 
personal relationships with his wife and 
children are a central part of how he 
understands his faith. 
 
Geyer’s resumption of his life as a 
Christian comedian and speaker is just 
another way for him to live his faith. 
 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH 

BREAKFAST 
 

8:30 - 10:00 a.m. 

Special Guest Speaker:  Pastor Scott Dakin 

Sharing with us the “We Love Windsor” Project 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 26TH  

BREAKFAST 
 

8:30 - 10:00 a.m. 

Special Guest Speaker:  Pastor Alex Moir 

 

Business Card 
 

When you share the goals and activities of Banwell 

Men’s Ministry, a “Business Card” has been 

designed for you to give to those you engage.  Your 

Executive will be very pleased to provide you with 

this new way to introduce our ministry.  Banwell’s 

Men’s Ministry on the move.  

 

Jim Wheeler 

 

 



Here is what we accomplished with the “Jewellery Money”… 
 

1 Fresh Veggies package...$25...helped a family grow their own food with the gift of seeds, gardening 
tools and training in organic farming for a county of healthy vegetables that can also be sold to pro-
vide for other needs such as medicine and school fees. 

 

Animals... 
3 sets of 2 hens and 1 rooster...3 x $25=$75 
3 pigs...3 x $60=$180 
3 cows...3 x $210=$630 
3 goats...3 x $95=$285 
 

A farm animal is like money in the bank for a family in a developing country.  They provide meat and other 
protein like eggs and milk that a body needs to grow healthy and strong; manure which is used on land to 
improve the soil and grow healthier, more nutritious food; money, as animals produce offspring and food, 
like eggs and milk that can be sold to pay for important needs like school fees, clothes, medicine, and other 
family basics.  
 

Children’s Education… 
3 Girls to School...3 x $85=$255 

For children living in remote tribal villages in India the closest school is in town, far from home.  We sent 3 
girls to school with this gift of safe lodging, nutritious meals, spiritual counsel and care at a new hostel for 
young girls. 
 

10 School Kits...10 x $30=$300 
We helped 10 children impacted by HIV and AIDS in Africa have the chance to go to school with the gift of 
school supplies. 
 

Health... 
10 Hygiene Kits...10 x $35=$350 

Care for 10 children in Bolivia who have to work to support the family with this gift of a hygiene kit that in-
cludes basic items such as shampoo, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, towel, and comb. 
 

Hospital Supplies and Personnel... 
10 Bed Nets...10 x $5=$50 

10 children will be protected from malaria with these bed nets. 
10 Hospital Gowns...10 x $10=$100 
10 IV Stands...10 x $35=$350 
10 Examination Cots...10 x $65=$650 
10 HIV and AIDS Testing...10 x 15=$150 
 

This helps prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS by providing access to testing and antiretroviral medication. 
 

1 Training for a Children’s Doctor...1 x $300=$300 
 

This helps provide specialized training for a dedicated doctor who earns very little salary treating babies 
and children in a remote region of the DR Congo that lacks medical workers and clinics.  

Total $3700 to Canadian Baptist Ministries!!! 
Thank you to all the “girls” who made this happen...you are special! 



Faces in the Crowd 
 Congratulations to David McCarthy 

and Tracy Doyle who witnessed to 
their faith through the waters of 
baptism on Sunday, November 22

nd
; 

 
 To Doug Fairley and 
Stephh Scott who 
were married in 
Liverpool, England on 
Christmas Eve.  In 
attendance were Grant 
and Cari Fairley along 
with Doug’s siblings 
Beth, (with husband 

Matt Page from Toronto), Emma 
and Scott.  Doug is currently working 
as a stevedore and the couple are 
living in Bootle near Liverpool; 
 

 To Robert Vannest who was 
honoured for Grade 3 piano, and to 
his sister Marisa Vannest who was 
honoured for her Grade 2 piano at 
the ORMTA First Class Honours 
Recital at the University of Windsor; 

WORSHIP NOTES 
We are definitely in the midst of winter as we gather together for warm worship Sundays in 
February.  We will be blessed with some guest speakers during the month.  On Feb. 7

th
 Pastor 

Steve Geyer will preach at our morning service, after having been a guest at the special 
Couples Night the evening before. On the last two Sundays we will enjoy guest speakers as the 
pastor will be away on vacation.  As always, we will be blessed with music by our Minister of Music, 
Ian McGregor Smith, and our volunteers.  May the Lord continue to bless us as we gather 
together for worship.   

 To Jim and Donna Elder – new 
grandparents to Deirdre Eva June Neil 
born January 10

th
 (7 lbs. 1 oz.) to 

Cameron and Gayle Neil (Moffat). 
 
 Many thanks to Donna Soper, Linda 

Stevenson and all the helpers who 
decorated our sanctuary so ably during 
Christmas time. 

 
 Our sympathies are extended to Kevin 

and Joy Andrews upon the passing of 
Kevin’s grandfather Carl Andrews on 
December 22

nd
; 

 
 and to Daryl and Linda Fawler upon the 

passing of Daryl’s mom Margaret on 
January 15

th
. 

Feb. 7th Pastor Steve Geyer 

Feb. 14
th

 
“In the Most Unlikely of Places”  
(Ezekiel 11:16-21) 

Feb. 21
st

 TBA 

Feb. 28
th

 Evangelist Jerry Walls 



FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
  
First Baptist Church continues to serve one of the most challenged areas of Windsor with many op-
portunities to grow together as a church family, as well as engage our neighbours with hope and 
help.  
 
We have been blessed with the encouragement and support of our sister churches who have shared 
their gifts, talents and presence with us as we build on the history of this church that reaches back to 
1853. Our neighbourhood is full of despair with high unemployment, homelessness, addictions and 
crime. Our mission is to be a light in this dark place as we share the Good News of God’s love 
through our ministries and our everyday encounters in the community.  
 
The church family has increasing stability. Our choir sang again for the first time in almost four years. 
We have seen improvement in our finances. A weekly support group meeting for addictions is now a 
weekly event. The community outreach breakfasts continue each month – usually on the third Satur-
day. We are already looking forward to our community garden starting again in the coming months. 
We hope to continue to minister to the many new refugee families who will be coming to our neigh-
bourhood, adding to our very diverse area of Windsor.  
 
As our worship service begins at 11 a.m. each Sunday, the opening prayer often includes someone 
giving thanks that “our doors are open one more week.” Perhaps that awareness of the privilege and 
vulnerability of any ministry in our times is a healthy place to be. The fragile recovery we are experi-
encing at FBC keeps us in prayer for one another. We also give thanks to God for the many ways 
others have helped us continue each week.   
 
We took a picture of the church family and friends gathered after the service on a Sunday in Decem-
ber.  It was a moment in our story, as each Sunday is. Please pray for us and the moments of fellow-
ship and service we are given in the year ahead. To follow our story, please visit us on Face-
book www.facebook.com/firstbaptistwindsor and Twitter @fbcwindsoron. For more information on 
the First Baptist ministry, please contact Grant & Cari Fairley 519-969-3388. 

 

 

 

tel:519-969-3388


Dear Parents With Young 
Children in Church 

Editor’s Note:  The following are excerpts from an arti-
cle written by Jamie Bruesehoff - Blogger  - I am total-
ly “that” mom! -  
 
“You are doing something really, really important,  I 
know it’s not easy, I see you with your arms overflow-
ing, and I know you came to church already tired.  
Parenting is tiring.  Really tiring. 
 
I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the baby 
quiet.  I see you with your toddler and your preschool-
er.  I watch you cringe when your little girl asks an in-
nocent question in a voice that might not be an inside 
voice, let alone a church whisper.  You feel everyone’s 
eyes are on you.  Not everyone is looking, but, I know 
it feels that way.  
 
I know you’re wondering, is this worth it?  Why do I 
bother?  I know you often leave church more exhaust-
ed than fulfilled.  But, what you are doing is so im-
portant. 
 
When you are here, the body of Christ is more fully 
present.  When you are here, we are reminded that 
this worship thing we do isn’t about Bible study or per-
sonal, quiet contemplation but, coming together to 
worship as a community where all are welcome.  
When you are here, I have hope that these pews won’t 
be empty in 10 years when your kids are old enough 
to sit quietly and behave in worship.  They are learning 
that worship is important.  
 
I know how hard it is to do what you are doing but, I 
want you to know it matters.  It matters to the congre-
gation to know that families care about faith, to see 
young people...and even on those weeks when you 
can’t see the little moments, it matters to your children.  
 
They don’t need to wait until they can believe, pray or 
worship a certain way to be welcome here, and I know 
adults who are still looking to be shown that.  It mat-
ters that children learn that they are an integral part of 
this church. 
 
I know it’s hard but, thank you for what you do when 
you bring your children to church.  Plese know that 
your family -- with all of its noise, struggle, commotion 
and joy -- are not simply tolerated, you are a vital part 
of the community gathered in worship.” 

CURIOUS ABOUT ONTARIO’S 
NEW SEX-ED CURRICULUM? 
 
Every parent wants his or her child to grow up 
with an understanding of intimacy that is 
physically healthy, emotionally grounded and 
morally based.  
 
Are you feeling lost, not sure where to begin, 
wondering if there is anything you can do? 
 

Saturday, February 27th 
9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon 

Essex Gospel 
335 Talbot Street South 

 

Special Guest - Eryn-Faye Frans 
Canada’s Passion Coach 

 
***TICKETS REQUIRED -  

LIMITED SPACE -  
FREE*** 

 
See Marlee Page for tickets. 

Adult Sunday School 

Dave Page will be teaching the Adult class 

while the pastor is on vacation.  Here are 

his topics:  

Feb. 21st 

Comforting Sayings of the New Testament 

Romans 15:4 

“For whatever things were written before 

were written for our learning, that we 

through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope.” 

Feb. 28th 

Matthew 11:28 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 



DATE Nursery Little Lambs 

Feb. 7th Christa Braccio 

Claire Cameron 

Dawn Michelle 

Brown 

Bryana McCarthy 

Feb. 14th Beth Gellner 

Marlene Wray 

Carol Middaugh 

Gayle Marsh 

Feb. 21st Heather Doyle 

Mupanga Ngamangulu 

Barb Stephens 

Camryn Stephens 

Feb. 28th Pat Cowie 

Tracy Doyle 

Suzan Harper 

Macy Doyle 

Nursery/Little Lambs Schedule 

for February 2016  

Children’s 
Church 

Grades JK-1 

Children’s  
Church 

Grades 2&3 

Children’s 
Church 

Grades 4&5 

 
DATE 

Terri Prevett 
Danijela Kralik 

Meryl Lynn 
Linda Ogea 

Cindy France Feb. 7th 

Marj Rusling 
Saundra Plummer 

Rachel Brown 
Claire Cameron 

Aaron Blata 
Ruben Kralik 

Feb. 14th 

Beth Adlam 
Ema Kralik 

Kodi Page 
Kyrn Page 

Stay in Worship Feb. 21st 

Bonnie Hammond 
Betty Ann Brown 

Kathy Freeman 
Emily Andrews 

Marlee Page Feb. 28th 

Children’s Church Schedule 

for February 2016  





My Back Pages 
 

One of the great experiences during the Christmas season is to receive greetings from folks who 
have played such an important part in our lives through the years.  Although fewer people send 
cards, the advent of electronic ways of communicating has made keeping in touch a little easier.  
But sometimes we’re surprised by the way people express their gratitude and care. 
 
One day during the Christmas season, having returned to the office after an afternoon of ministry I 
was pleased to retrieve a message from our answering system here in the offices.  It was a familiar 
voice, from the mom of a Middle Eastern family we have helped during Christmas for many years.  
The message was very brief … she identified herself and said, “Just to let you know we’re okay 
this Christmas … and thanks for everything through the years.” 
 
Of course, that’s a thank you that should be passed on directly to you, the gracious folks who call 
Banwell your church home.  Through our benevolent fund we are able to help folks within our con-
gregation to be sure, but we are also able to extend material support to those in the wider commu-
nity.  Of course, we make every effort to determine whether requests are legitimate.  But once we 
establish that there is a need, and especially when there are children in the home, we do every-
thing we can to provide assistance.  As I say to each one who expresses gratitude, “we help when 
we can” … and because of your generosity, your above and beyond gifts to our benevolent fund, 
we are able to do much. 
 
Recently we were able to help out a family in our congregation in a special way.  Many of you 
know Mupanga Ngamangulu.  Mupanga has been trying to bring her mother to Canada from her 
home country, the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Through your generous donations to the 
benevolent fund, we were able to facilitate that journey and now Mupanga’s mother is here and 
worships with us on Sundays.   
 
What a privilege it is to help in this way!  A rough calculation of our missions givings would bring us 
up to well over $50,000 this year, when you count our benevolent fund expenditures, our donation 
to our faith family Canadian Baptists of Ontario and Quebec, our three special offerings a year, the 
support of the school nutrition programs and other donations through your envelopes.  Of course, 
we need to continue to provide for the general budget of Banwell … but these above and beyond 
donations easily constitute a tithe of our overall budget. 
 
Every new year may seem daunting as we look at our financial challenges in keeping our mission 
going … but it makes it all worthwhile when you get a phone call like that.  We are simply respond-
ing in the way we believe our Lord would have us … and we thank Him for the opportunities to be 
part of a fellowship that provides hope and assurance to so many.  May He continue to find us 
faithful … 
 
 
                                                                Devotedly, our pastor … Alex 

NEWS TEAM MEMBERS 
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