
“Christmas” by Shana Hall 

Christmas. What does it mean? What is it all about? You have your Happy Holidays, Happy 

Hanukah, Merry Christmas, good ole Santa Claus, white lights, colored lights, illuminating lights, 

real trees, fake trees, Elf on the Shelf, stockings, family, everything peppermint, presents, 

presents, and more presents, and the list goes on and on. It would be nice to think that 

everyone agrees on what the emphasis of Christmas is…even within your own extended 

family…but it doesn’t always end up that way. Zane and I both grew up in Christian homes. We 

both grew up in homes where we knew that Christmas was about the birth of Jesus Christ. How 

his family and how my family celebrated on the other hand was quite a bit different. As with a 

lot of things, once you get married, you merge traditions, add traditions, and even throw out 

traditions. Then when you have kids, things change even more. Thankfully he and I agree on a 

lot so the making of the Zane and Shana Hall Christmas, the “Hall-idays,” is more enjoyable than 

stressful…amongst each other…(I’m not even going to go into how we differ or are similar to 

our families.) So what do the “Hall-idays” look like? What do Zane and Shana emphasize you 

ask? After being married for 6 years, and having 2 children, this is what we have come up with 

so far… 

Sometime after Thanksgiving the tree goes up and maybe some decorations, depending on how 

ambitious I feel and if I can find our Christmas things, lol. This is a night spent together as a 

family. This year we are going to have the kids open a nativity that they can play with. No elf on 

the shelf at our house because God sees what we do all year. Santa is not made a big deal 

either. If you or your child asks Mylah what Santa brought her you will likely get the response 

of, “nothing, I don’t believe in him.” So if this will cause problems with your own children, you 

may want to have them steer clear of the Hall children, lol. They do know that some people do 

believe in Santa and that’s ok. Our littles do know that Saint Nicholas was a real dude and that’s 

where Santa came from. Anyway, that whole thing is a conversation for a different day; which 

leads us to presents. I read a blog from someone saying something along the lines of how 

frustrating it is when the day after Christmas your kids complain that they are bored. So they 

only do a few presents. This idea was not a new one to us, but we had never thought that much 

about it until we read this woman’s thoughts. She also said a lot more about it all. So we 

decided, let’s do it! So we do 4 gifts, along the variation of; a need (something practical that 

enhances life, but isn’t a common necessity), a want, a wear (an item we wouldn’t usually buy 

for them, but that they really would like), and spiritual (something that will allow them to learn 

more about our Savior).  

This year we are also going to do a Christmas Eve box which will have jammies, a movie, and a 

few activities they can do in the car for our lengthy drive back to NE. Christmas Eve consists of 

going to Christmas Eve service, supper out and then a car ride to look at Christmas lights. 



Christmas Day we open presents sometime during the day. Before we open presents though, 

we make sure to read the account of Jesus’ birth from Luke.  

Obviously depending on what side we have Christmas with and where depicts how “strict” we 

are with some of these traditions, we want to make sure that our children understand that 

differences happen and that’s ok. We also may do some tweaking here and there as the years 

go by, but one thing will never change, JESUS is what Christmas is all about and He will be the 

main focus in the Hall house! Without Him coming to earth to die for our sins we would be 

hopeless and helpless. Happy Birthday Jesus!  


