
Are You Blooming Where You Are Planted?  by Maddy Eckholm 

What’s my calling? What does God have me here for? Where is my mission field? 

Haven’t we all asked this? Maybe we revisit these questions from time to time. I know I have. Trying to figure 

out my gifts; trying to figure out talents; trying to put serve where God wants me to serve. And sometimes, I 

think God is probably thinking, “You’re trying WAY too hard.”  

God creates us for Himself. He wires us a specific way. He put us in a specific family, at a specific job, in specific 

circumstances. We don’t have to be prettier, skinnier, richer, more famous, more talented, more out-going. 

God created me and you, just the way He wanted, to do just what He planned out for us.  

Somebody pretty cool once taught me to “Bloom where you are planted.” Gosh, if that hasn’t stuck for me. 

Since then, I haven’t changed in looks; I haven’t moved; I haven’t changed jobs or friends or hobbies or 

popularity. I HAVE taken a good look at “where I’m planted”, and where God has planted me in the past. 

Growing up, I was a natural leader (not always in a positive way, let me admit). But, I believe that God planted 

me in relationships where I would strongly influence other girls, especially those younger than me. To this day, 

I am checking in on girls that I cooked for, cared for, prayed for, and mentored. I didn’t know God was using 

me, but looking back, I see it. 

When I started in children’s ministry several years ago, I had no idea God would use me in the way He did. I 

thought I was just filling a vacancy. Since then, I have developed such sweet relationships with kiddos (mostly 

girls) that are now taller than I am. I believe when we allow God to work, He will. And He does, in ways we 

never imagine. 

The last couple of years, God has changed my heart (or has it always been there?), without me even realizing. 

In children’s ministry, you come in contact with a lot of mamas. What I suddenly realized was, I had such a 

heart for these women. I knew where they were coming from, having 4 of my own children ranging from 

infant to double digits. I can relate to the lack of sleep, chaos, messes, mood swings, stress, etc. (and fun, of 

course!) I found out that by working with their kiddos, I could easily connect and start to build relationships. 

When I was approached about a women’s ministry at Jesup Bible Fellowship, I KNEW God had placed this in 

my life at just the right time. When I look at where I’m planted, I see the women God is placing in my path 

each week: at work, at the grocery store, at the bank, at the gas station, at church. I could easily overlook 

these opportunities, but it is the prayer of my heart that God would guide and direct me as I interact with each 

and every women. I pray that they would see Jesus.  

Where are you planted? Are you blooming there? I’d love to pray for you and encourage you wherever you’re 

at. Feel free to reach out! 


