
My twin brother and I were born in Germany to a single mother, who already 
had fi ve children living in the local orphanage. My brother and I joined our 
siblings and also lived at the orphanage. People there labeled me “mental” 
since I did not respond to them. My birth mother would allow us to be ad-
opted only if my brother and I were kept together and only by Americans.

We stayed at the orphanage for ten months. Finally our pictures were given 
to an American couple who were stationed in Germany. They decided to adopt us; however, they were told 
they could not leave Germany with me because I was mentally handicapped. My new mother was determined 
to prove I was not. She worked with me, and I did everything a baby should do – even before my twin brother 
did! The government let us leave, and we became U.S. citizens at fi ve years of age.

When I was in the fi rst grade, my parents divorced and we moved out of base housing into a duplex. My mother 
kept us going by working ten hours a day as a barber. We were eight years old when she remarried a gentle, 
quiet man who became a loving father to us. There was a church a few blocks from our house and mom al-
lowed us to walk there each Sunday morning  for Sunday School. I was ten years old when someone who was 
starting a van ministry came from another church a few miles away and off ered to pick us up for every service.  
We accepted the off er and began to attend their church.

My Sunday School teacher taught us more specifi cally about Jesus Christ, and why He came to pay the price for 
our sins. She said He died shedding His blood on the cross, was buried, but then rose again on the third day, 
giving us victory over death – and a promise of life forever with Him in Heaven. I came to fi nally understand that 
I was a sinner and could not pay the price for my sins.

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23.

One night after church, I was lying in my bed when God called to my heart, inviting me to accept Christ as my 
personal Savior. The next Sunday I went forward in church and told the pastor of my decision. He showed me 
one more time from the Scriptures about Christ being the Savior and I really knew for sure that I was saved from 
the penalty of my sins.

There came a clear change in my way of living. Before I was saved, I became angry and bitter about the divorce 
of my adoptive parents and other things in my life. After accepting Christ, my attitude changed. My mother 
gave me a new Bible and I read it continually. I began to pray for my parents and began to see how God had 
worked in every circumstance to bring me to Himself. In so doing, I had been adopted a second time, but this 
time into God’s family!

“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba Father.” 

Romans 8:15
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“But as many as received him (Jesus), to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God.” 
John 1:12-13

Through the years, I have increasingly come to see that when things happen that I do not like or understand, I 
can trust that God is working in my life. I read His Word, the Bible, and more and more come to understand that 
all along He had a plan for me. Things happen to everyone, but God is in control and knows what He is doing. I 
can see “He has His hand on me.”

The Bible reveals His Son and His plan of salvation to us. Each person has a choice to continue on his or 
her own way (separated from God) or to accept the gift o salvation: “For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” Ephesians 2:8

There is only one way to God, and that is by accepting His Son, Jesus Christ, for salvation: “Jesus saith 
unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6

 
My Father is so good! He loves me and He loves you! I hope you will consider what God has done for me, and 
be willing to trust Him by faith to save you too! “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:9-10


