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Matthew Frontispiece (Genealogy of Jesus) and Incipit, Donald Jackson, ©2002, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, USA. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, ©1993, 1989 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. saintjohnsbible.org 

We partnered with Binghamton University to present The Saint John’s Bible to our community, with 
lectures, learning opportunities, and exhibitions of 17 of the illuminations here at church and at the 
University Art Museum, February 12–23. The Saint John’s Bible is the first completely handwritten and 
illuminated Bible to be commissioned since the invention of the printing press in the 16th century. 

A full-size replica of “The Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles” (Volume 6 of this 1,100+ page 
Bible) remains on loan to UPC and is on display in the sanctuary. 

http://upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery
https://facebook.com/pg/UPCBinghamton/videos
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintjohnsbible.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH2xJEln9H-jrp44Zs1wxezSdXHvQ
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 Pastor’s Ponderings 

Dear Ones, 
I have been thinking about time and timing, seasons and rhythms and the circle of 

life lately. We’ve entered the dark cycle of the year, and the winter solstice—the 
longest night of the year—will soon be upon us. We have developed a culture that is 
largely built on ignoring or avoiding the impact of the seasons, with central heating 
and central air conditioning and electric lighting both indoor and outdoor, and 24-
hour cycles and schedules for industry and services. 

This year, Easter is almost as late as it can possibly be—therefore, so is Lent. Lent is the 7 weeks of 
preparation, including Holy Week, that starts on Ash Wednesday and ends with the Feast of the 
Resurrection. Technically, in the liturgical calendar, Lent is 40 days long—the Sundays are considered to 
be “in” Lent, but not “of” Lent, because every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. The 40 
days of Lent remind us of the 40 years spent in the wilderness by the Hebrew people, and of the 40 days 
that Jesus spent in the wilderness, fasting and praying. 

Presbyterians are relatively new to the observance of Lent. It was only in the 1970s that we began to 
join with the more liturgical members of the National Council of Churches in observing the seasons of the 
church year, and we’re still not very good at it. We have a book study starting on March 18 and a movie 
series starting on March 24, but those are more a part of our regular spiritual formation cycle than special 
Lenten observances. There are Ash Wednesday services this week, and special observances during Holy 
Week, but that’s about it. 

Our theology emphasizes resurrection and new life, bringing the reign of God into our present world. 
There doesn’t seem to be much connection between giving up chocolate and the crucifixion of Christ. And 
most of us are feeling overwhelmed by life, so adding more to think about can feel like—well, like one 
more thing. In some ways, Mardi Gras, with its emphasis on throwing off restraints and letting go of 
limits seems closer to meeting our spiritual needs than fasting and self-denial. 
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If you are already burdened by grief or pain or an absence of joy during this season, perhaps you 
should take this time of Lent to build connections and to reach out to those around you. Share meals—
send cards telling people you love them—have a conversation with someone you’ve never talked to. 
Open your heart to the image of God in every person you meet, and instead of keeping your struggles to 
yourself, ask others for help or wisdom or prayer. Preparing for resurrection is more than focusing on 
suffering and death; it is also walking with each other through the long days of fear and uncertainty. And 
perhaps we will find, as the earliest followers of Jesus found, that it is in community that we find new life 
and new hope.  

Poet Steven Andrew Westby put it like this in his poem called “Lent”: 
We give up the wrong things… 
Acting as if what God desires most 
is for us to be on a diet from joy. 
Perhaps lent should instead 
be a time of letting go 
of all that prevents community. 

During this Lent, let us give up isolation and self-reliance, opening ourselves to the power of 
connection in and through Christ, so that we may be more fully his people. 

 Blessings, Pastor Kimberly 

 

Associate Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings friends! 

I wanted to share with you some interesting things that came out of the last book 
study that we had here at UPC. We read The Church Has Left the Building: Faith Parish, 
and Ministry in the Twenty-First Century edited by Michael Plekon. This book had 16 
reflections by faith leaders about what this phrase “The church has left the building” 
means for them in this time that church membership has dwindled and nearly a “one 
third of young people in the U.S. today describe themselves as having no religion at all.” Is all hope lost or 
is God calling us to a new thing? 

While many of the leaders talked about leading a congregation that was tied to 
their building and lamented that they only wanted people to come in and do 
things the way they have always been done, several had glimpses of hope about 
what getting out of the building could mean and a few had exciting stories of what 
happened when their ministry or congregation embraced this idea. So instead of 
our group reading this book and being disheartened at the reality today, our 
group was inspired about the possibilities! Here are a few of the takeaways that 
our group came up with. 

Instead of judging people for not coming to church, let’s understand why and 
work with people where they are at. Many of the chapters talked about pastors 
meeting people who did not come to church for good reasons. Many have been 
hurt by the church and feel excluded. It is hard for anyone to trust any church, 
including a good one, when you have been wounded by one or several. 

Other people simply have to work on Sunday mornings in this new economy or can’t get to church 
because of transportation issues. Who says church has to be on Sunday mornings? Can’t there be  
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 alternatives to offer people who work or have medical issues that make mornings difficult? Or busy families 

where Sunday is maybe the only day that mom or dad doesn’t HAVE to battle the kids to get out of bed? 
Several of the leaders spoke of doing church in alternate places to accommodate some of these and 

many other issues. One pastor holds church in a pub. She puts out a sign to come and talk and people are 
curious and join her. Many of these people don’t feel that they fit in at church; some have never been, 
since not even their parents took them. But there, in that pub, is conversation over a meal about God and 
about spreading love in the world and that is church. 

Some examples are not so extreme. One pastor wrote that their church building was unaffordable and 
that most of their members were in a nursing home. So they sold the building and their church meets at 
the nursing home. Now the nursing home members feel connected to the congregation again and the 
younger members are enjoying the getting to know the residents . And there is energy and money for 
ministry without the constraints and upkeep of the building. 

Another pastor spoke of using the building differently and making it a place for the community, not 
just a place for holy people on Sunday mornings. It sounded a lot like what we try to do here! And we 
realized that all of these ideas focused on building relationships. The aspect of being a community of 
people: taking care of each other and listening for God’s call and supporting each other as we made it 
happen. And as we moved from what is happening in other places and shifted to what inspirations we 
have for our context, we had a few ideas. 

We could have groups of two or three meet at pubs or coffee 
houses or restaurants and put up a sign that says something like 
“God Conversations, Join us!” and see who sits down and what 
conversations would take place. Wouldn’t it be great if we could 
go out into the world and talk about God! It would be wonderful 
if we could be intentional about meeting people and wanting to 
build a community with them, not to bring them into our 
building, but to support them and learn from them where they 
are and sharing a meal. 

Sharing a meal made us think about doing that with ourselves. 
In order to build relationships with other people, we might be 
well-served to get to know the people in our congregation better. 
We already have been doing some Connection Dinners and 
would like to do more. We also thought of reinstituting the old 
practice of Progressive Dinners and introducing a new generation 
to eating part of a meal at one house and traveling to another 
house for the next course and to a third for dessert. There is 
something deeper about connecting with people in our lives 
outside of the church building. 

We also talked about what it might look like to have a small group of people just commit to sitting on 
the church steps once a week and talking with the people in our very neighborhood. We could smile at 
the students who live across the street. We could talk with some of the regulars as they are coming or 
going from GED class and ask how their studies are going. We could show people that we care about 
them by taking an interest instead of just waiting for people to come inside. Crazy, I know! 

So during this Lenten season of reflection and returning to a closer connection with God, I would 
challenge us to think about the ways we can go out into the world and try leaving the building. God is 
already out there. Let’s see what God might be calling us to discover. 

 Grace and Peace, Pastor Becky 
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Music Notes 
It’s been another fun couple of months with the UPC choir! We’ve been enjoying settling into new 
routines and exploring new (and renewed!) musical endeavors as a group and as individual members. It’s 
so exciting to collaborate and grow together! 

To begin rehearsals on Wednesday evenings, Judy Westcott has been sharing her passion for 
meditation with us by helping us breathe together as a group. We are challenged to breathe in the calm 
and focus of the rehearsal ahead of us and breathe out and set aside the busy-ness of the rest of our days. 
The energy shift in the room is palpable! Soprano section leader Lianne Aharony has been leading the 
choir each Wednesday and Sunday in warm-up exercises that continue to build on skills that Christina 
Santa Maria introduced to us at the choir workshop in October. These warm-ups help us to have success 
in our singing by checking in with posture, breath, support, and note placement. Becky and Scott Kindig 
have also reminded us of ideas that Christina presented in rehearsals throughout the past several months. 
These reminders and the skills we honed at the workshop have been allowing us to learn music more 
quickly, and in turn, have been allowing us to learn more music. It’s incredible when a shared experience 
like the workshop can continue to feed our musical lives for months to come! 

On the instrumental side of our choir, Cathy Ciganek’s renewed interest in flute playing has enriched 
our worship experience with music for both hymns and communion. David Williams and Phil Westcott 
continue to arrange pieces especially for the UPC choir—a contribution that not every choir is fortunate 
enough to have. Most notably, David is arranging a centuries-old work to be played during this year’s 
Easter worship service, while Phil’s arrangement of The Transfiguration by Sufjan Stevens invited 
collaboration with local musicians Devinne Meyers and Mike Davis who joined us for worship on  
March 3. The choir continues to grow in numbers and confidence. Would you consider joining us for 
exciting services in the future? 

 
 

On President’s Day, a small group from the United 
Ringers handbell choir braved the weather and headed 
down to the Malmark Bell Factory in Plumsteadsville, PA. 
Thanks to a generous donation from Charlotte Bailey, we 
were able to get our set of Malmark handbells 
refurbished—and they look and sound GREAT! We were 
also able to take a tour of the factory, led by the daughter 
of the founder of Malmark, Joanne Malta. It was a 
wonderful experience, as we learned of how much time 
and effort goes into the making of English handbells 
(sometimes, up to 2 days just for one bell!), as well as the 
history of the Malmark bell factory and English handbells 
in America. We’d like to say a special thank you to Suzie 
and Nathan Raboy as well, as they delivered the bells to 
Malmark earlier this winter. We can’t wait for the 
congregation to hear the bells ring! 

 

 
Left to right: Pastor Becky (front), Scott Kindig,  
Aaron Whitney, Sally Hunt, and Phil Westcott. 
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Malmark is very picky about the musical tones of their 
bells! All of the bells on these shelves are “rejects” that did 
not meet Malmark’s strict quality standards. Only 58% 
of the bells that are forged by Malmark become musical 
instruments to be sold in a set of handbells; the rest are 
recycled, or some may be re-purposed for non-musical 
uses such as decorative or commemorative products. 

 

Phil and Scott tried out the  
G2 bells, which are an octave 

lower (and substantially 
larger!) than the lowest 

handbell UPC owns. 

 

Aaron and Phil took a swing at 
the 2nd-octave “handchimes,” 
which are actually so large that 

they must be stood on a rack 
and played with a mallet. 

Community Engagement 
We learned as we were going to press with this issue that Pastor Kimberly will be the recipient of one of 
three Phoenix Awards, to be presented at the Citizen Action Phoenix Awards banquet. The Phoenix 
Award recognizes the people who help make our world a better place in their daily lives. Plan on 
attending the award ceremony, which will be held either June 5 or June 12 (details forthcoming). 

Pastor Kimberly will receive the award, but it is really honoring the work that United Presbyterian is 
doing in our community. 

Upcoming Events 
 Sacred Sites Open House 
Sunday, May 19, 2019 
The Preservation Association of the Southern Tier (PAST, www.pastny.org) is co-sponsoring with The 
New York Landmarks Conservancy (www.nylandmarks.org) a Sacred Sites Open House on Sunday, 
May 19, 2019, at various times between 10am and 5pm. This state-wide event is free and open to the 
public. To obtain a listing of the twenty Sacred Sites that will be open in the Southern Tier, Binghamton, 
Johnson City, Endwell, and Endicott, go to www.pastny.org or check at your local libraries, history 
centers, and religious sites. 

The theme this year is From Medieval to Modern: Celebrating New York’s Religious Art and 
Architecture. Some locations will have organ or choir concerts during their open houses. This is an 
opportunity for the public to see the interiors of these magnificent buildings. 

UPC is delighted to be participating again in the Sacred Sites Open House tour. We will be open from 
noon to 3pm that afternoon. 

We’re looking for some volunteers to greet visitors and guides to show the building and tell the story 
of its treasures. We would love to have a group of people that would put together some information 
ahead of time about our architecture so the guides know what to say. If we get it together soon, we can 
make it into a brochure also. 

If you are interested in helping with this event, contact the church office at 607-722-4219 or 
office@upcbgm.org. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pastny.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFwhDo6-HiDRSwxM4nxo3QpIPQGgA
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Opportunities for Service 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 

WHAT: Big Brothers Big Sisters partners with parents/ 
guardians, volunteers, schools, service agencies, donors, and others 
in our community to help youth achieve higher aspirations, greater 
confidence, better relationships, educational success, and avoidance 
of risky behaviors. 

WHY: BBBS believes that every child is born with the potential to 
achieve great things. One of the most critical factors in determining 
whether a young person reaches his or her potential is the presence 
of a trusted adult role model. Sadly, we know that 1 in 3 children 
will grow up without a mentor. BBBS wants that to change. 

The mission of BBBS is to connect children facing adversity with 
a strong and enduring, professionally supported, one-to-one adult  
mentor who can offer the encouragement and guidance they need  
to succeed in life. 

 

IMPACT: Studies show that children (“Littles”) 
who have a mentor (“Big”) are: 
 52% less likely to skip school 
 46% less likely to begin using drugs 
 33% less likely to hit someone 
94% of Littles say they have confidence they will 
achieve their goals in life. 
86% of former Littles say their relationship with 
their Big helped them make better choices, then  
and now. 
65% of former Littles report that their Big helped 
them reach a higher level of education than what 
they thought was possible!  

 

HOW: Being a mentor is easy, fun, and rewarding! 
BBBS mentors ignite, inspire, and defend potential. 
By listening, encouraging, and just being there as a 
friend, you can point a child down a pathway 
toward lifelong success. 
1. Apply online (www.bbbstwintiers.org/ 

become-a-big.html) or at your local office. 
2. Complete the volunteer interview, background 

checks, and training. 
3. Be matched with a Little in your community. 
4. Spend a few hours each month hanging out with 

your Little, doing fun activities you both enjoy! 
 

 

 
For more information:  

Phone 866-344-BIGS or 570-529-3219 ~ Email bbbs@sosbbs.com 
Web bbbstwintiers.org ~ Facebook @bbbsbradco 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Broome County office: 201 Oakdale Rd., Johnson City, NY 13790 

http://www.bbbstwintiers.org/become-a-big.html
http://www.bbbstwintiers.org/become-a-big.html
mailto:bbbs@sosbbs.com
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbbstwintiers.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHEx9unJEFXIu4u4a-aTXrc2aPTkA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2Fbbbsbradco&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH6GTZKZhpz-GBpHgqffpRYp9PYYg
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 Community Meal 

Every Tuesday, 5:00–5:45pm 
Our Community Meal is a free meal that is open to anybody 
in the community. The meal is served every Tuesday, 5:00–
5:45pm, to approximately 125–150 people.  

We’re looking for volunteers to help with food 
preparation, plating, and serving dinners. We invite you 
to donate your time, energy, and experience. Our 
volunteers say they feel rewarded many times over for 
the help they provide in making a difference in the lives 
of others. 
 Shift 1, 12:30–4pm—Prepare, cook, and assemble food for the meal, set tables, and help with other 

dinner prep as needed. 
 Shift 2, 4–7pm—Serve meals in the dining room, run dishes back to the kitchen, serve beverages, 

and assist with cleanup. This is a fast-paced, community-engaging shift.  
Want to volunteer? Sign up at http://upcbgm.org/serve-others/volunteer-at-upc 
If you’d like to learn more about this vital and much-needed ministry, please contact Community Meal 

Coordinator Katie Kukol Wright at 607-722-4219 or meal@upcbgm.org. Thanks! 

Sewing Group 
Wednesdays, 9am–12pm 
The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on the 2nd floor, working to create crib-size or 
lap quilts, decorative pillows, and walker “carry bags,” as well as knitted hats, sweaters, mittens, scarves, 
and baby items. Our donations are given to: 
 Charities including Mom’s House, the YWCA, Rescue Mission, Birthright, Meals on Wheels, and 

Camp Sunshine (for children with terminal cancer); 
 Care facilities including Willow Point, Fairview 

Good Shepherd, United Methodist Homes 
(Elizabeth Church & St. Louise Manor), Hilltop, 
Bridgewater, and Absolute Care; 

 Our homebound members; 
 Folks who are part of our “UPC lobby” 

community; 
 and newborns in our congregation receive a quilt 

gift. 
Anyone interested is encouraged to join them on 

Wednesday mornings starting at 9am. Bring a sandwich 
to enjoy lunch during fellowship at 12 noon. No special 
sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design 
layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, or 
heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand 
hemming skills are a plus. 

Some of the many volunteers who help us  
make the Community Meal happen each week. 

 

The Sewing Group made fidget quilts and donated 
them to the Good Shepherd Village’s memory unit. 

These quilts provide sensory stimulation  
for the restless hands of patients with  

Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fupcbgm.org%2Fserve-others%2Fvolunteer-at-upc%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3otzxAL2m4P1GQGD_ApnjX5QEmrfHyF8JNgbwPHqbTz6HornYq4zPjPzA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFet3ZOi9H0BfY7wMkTvpxr2PI7Og
mailto:meal@upcbgm.org


 
 
 
 

UP-Beat Newsletter   ≡   9 

Care & Share Distribution Project—NEW SCHEDULE 
2nd Thursday of every month, 9:30am–12:30pm 
This program provides personal care/hygiene items to individuals and families who 
hold Broome County, NYS Benefit ID cards and receive SNAP benefits. The purpose of 
the Care & Share Project is to help each household supplement products that cannot be 
purchased with SNAP benefits. We continue the effort to encourage recipients of the 
Care & Share program to supply their own bags to take items home. 

All hands welcome! 
Thank you to all those who continue to support this program. Please help by purchasing products, or 

donating funds to support the project. 
We need: bars of soap, shampoo, deodorant, razors, laundry and dishwashing detergents, and sanitary 

napkins/tampons. These items can be dropped off at the office. 
For more information, or to volunteer, contact the office (office@upcbgm.org). 

 

Our Church Family 
Join Us for Worship on Facebook Live 
We have begun live-streaming our worship services on our public 
Facebook page (facebook.com/UPCBinghamton). (You don’t need 
a Facebook account to see the videos.) The videos are available for 
a month after they are posted, so if you missed out on watching 
live, you can view it later on our website or our Facebook page. 
 

 

Coffee Fellowship Refreshments 
Want to provide refreshments one Sunday? Sign up on the church bulletin board across 
the hall from the sanctuary. 

Tablecloths, napkins, plates, and serving dishes are in the kitchenette, off the Library 
Lounge, for your use. 

All offerings are welcome! 
 

Easter Flowers 
Celebrate Christ’s resurrection with tulips, daffodils, and kalanchoe plants 
on Easter Sunday, April 21. 

Flower orders are due to the church office by Monday, April 1. See the 
order form for more information.  

 
 

mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/9f/9faf6bf5-1233-4f12-96e9-2b6c04650918/documents/Easter_Flower_form_2019_ltr_fill-in.pdf
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 In Memoriam 

Robert E. Auchinachie, 84, of Endwell, was born into earthly life on July 1, 1934, and 
was born into Eternal Life on December 10, 2018. He was predeceased by his parents  
A. Roy and Helen Stone Auchinachie, brother A. Roy (Sandy) Auchinachie Jr., sister and 
brother-in-law Joan Auchinachie Bomboy and Bernard, and nephew Timothy 
Auchinachie. Bob is survived by his wife of 60 years, Ramona Moses Auchinachie, 
daughter, Jill Auchinachie Kelley (Scott), son, Robert Auchinachie, Jr. (Katherine), 
grandsons Matthew Kelley, Alex Auchinachie, Cameron Auchinachie, granddaughter 
Megan Kelley Swatling (Cory) and 1 great grandson Duke Swatling, sister-in-law, Bette, and nieces 
Debbie and Wendy. He cherished his family. Bob set swimming records at his Alma Mater, the University 
of Rochester and at the University of Toronto. Bob served his country in the army and was stationed in 
Germany for 2 years during its occupation. He returned to Binghamton to join his father and brother in  
A. Roy Auchinachie and Sons, Inc. and remained with the Union Shop as its President until he retired.  
He was known as a great and fair boss who provided his employees with old-fashioned work ethics. He 
was a fierce competitor in business and sports. He was feared as the pitcher for Church League fast-pitch 
softball league, was a champion bowler, loved tennis, and in later years played golf. He loved nature—as 
a sportsman and hunter, and especially trimming his fruit trees, tilling the soil, and mowing 5 acres of his 
land in Brackney, PA. He was a masterful sailor and enjoyed years of sailing on Cayuga Lake and Lake 
Ontario and especially around the Caribbean islands. Bob was civically involved as a Trustee of the 
Plumbers and Pipefitters Union for more than 25 years. During his term as President of the Binghamton 
Club, women were admitted into membership for the first time in the MEN’s Club. He was President of 
the Binghamton Lions Club, Trustee and Secretary of the NYSPHCC, Trustee of his church, served 16 
years on the United Health Services Board, and faithfully volunteered for many organizations. The light 
of Bob’s life was his family, especially spending every summer vacation with them and friends at Big Gull 
Lake in Canada. The family wants to acknowledge the loving and compassionate care that the Staff of the 
Memory Unit at Good Shepherd Village lavished on Bob for 3 years, especially Kim, Martina, Janitzia, 
Lucy, Linda, Dawn, Courtney, and all the others. 

Emily Ann “Oppie” Ludwig (Emily Ann Keeler), 87, died peacefully in Binghamton on 
December 14, 2018, after a long illness. She was born in Binghamton on December 4, 1931, 
to her remarkable parents, Esther Montgomery Keeler and C. Addison Keeler, Sr. She is 
survived by her devoted husband of 65 years, Dr. James M. Ludwig, Jr.; brother John M. 
Keeler; three sons, James M. Ludwig, III, Jonathan K. Ludwig (Pamela), and Peter D. 
Ludwig; seven grandchildren, Peter, David, Addison, Genevieve, Daniel, Annie, and Max 
Ludwig; two great-grandchildren, Maya and Nathaniel Ludwig; and several nieces and 
nephews. Also grieving with us is her longtime friend of 82 years, Kathleen (Hardy) Hartley. Oppie, as 
she was known to one and all in her wide circle of friends and family, was so nicknamed by her older 
brother C. Addison “Addy” Keeler, Jr. (now deceased), when she was an infant, and she quickly corrected 
anyone who tried to call her anything else. She attended Hood College and the Cornell University College 
of Nursing. While at nursing school in New York City, she was introduced by a friend to a fellow 
Binghamtonian, Cornell medical student James Ludwig, whom she married in 1952. The young couple 
had their three sons during their whirlwind tour in the U.S. Army—at stations in Washington, DC; 
Waltham, Mass.; San Antonio, Texas; Frankfurt, Germany; and Ayer, Mass.—after which they returned to 
Binghamton (in 1962), where they enjoyed their long and wonderful life together. Oppie was known for 
her steadfast character and unforgettably funny and generous personality. She loved spending time with 
family and friends, and was an avid and accomplished devotee of duplicate bridge. She was proud to be 
appointed by the Governor to the Board of Visitors of the Binghamton Psychiatric Center, on which she  
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served for many years. She also took part in numerous charitable activities over the years, including the 
Junior League, United Way, St. Mary’s soup kitchen, and Meals on Wheels. Oppie was a stalwart member 
of the First Presbyterian (now United Presbyterian) Church throughout her life; she served for decades as 
a deacon, and was also elected Clerk of Session. 

David C. Meltzer, age 56, beloved, son, father, grandfather, brother, and friend 
entered peacefully into eternal life on Thursday, January 31, 2019, surrounded by 
loved ones in Jacksonville, FL. David lost his courageous battle with the awful 
disease of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). He was born August 10, 1962, in 
Binghamton, to Mary and Richard “Dick” Meltzer. He is survived by his mother, 
Mary Meltzer, sister, Sara Meltzer, three children, David C. Meltzer, Jr., Katherine 
McCarthy and Nolan Meltzer, his granddaughter Amelia Meltzer, daughter-in-law 

Alicia Meltzer, and son-in-law, Kevin McCarthy. David was a chef and loved cooking elaborate meals for 
family, parties and holidays. He owned a restaurant in Orlando, FL, for multiple years, and then went on 
to work in food sales for Sysco. 

Janet Freeman-Kerr, wife, mother, and nana, passed away on January 20th 2018 at age 86 
surrounded by her loving family after a courageous battle with cancer. Janet was 
predeceased by husbands James E. Freeman and Robert Reynolds and survived by husband, 
William Kerr. Survived by sons David (Nancy Delsandro), Douglas (Christina Alfonsi), J. 
Scott (Dr. Janet Muhich), and a special stepdaughter Barbara Wilfley and family. 
Grandchildren Daniel, Katie (Duncan), Jackie (Mike), James, Jeremy, Devyn, Amy (Brian), 
Brandy, Curtis, Abby, and Alina. Great-grandchildren Madison, Colin, Quincy, Christopher, 
and Alessandra. Also survived by sister Linda Zemanick (Al), brother John Weslar (Karen), a very special 
lifelong friend Gladys Hughes, and many nieces and nephews, especially Patti Williams, Jim Zemanick, and 
Mary Savelli, who were so kind and thoughtful to her during her illness. She was a loyal member of Ogden-
Hillcrest United Methodist Church for 59 years and the first woman to serve on the Board of Trustees. She 
was a lifetime member of the National Association of Parents & Teachers and Woman of the Year of the 
Hillcrest Community Association in 1986. A member of the Hillcrest/Port Dickinson Community Garden 
Club for over 20 years and a charter member of the Kattelville Senior Citizens. Her unwavering faith, love of 
family, and infectious smile were endearing to all that knew her. She especially loved her summers with 
family and friends at the St. Lawrence River and winters with the gang from Citrus Park in Bonita Springs, 
Florida. As she ascended into heaven and into the arms of the Lord, all that knew her could picture that big 
smile on her face while listening to “Orange Blossom Special”. Special thanks to the staff at Lourdes 1 West & 
Mercy House for taking such good care of our cherished Mother & Nana. 

Marie Hepworth, 88, passed away peacefully on March 3, 2019, following a brief 
illness. She was predeceased by her parents William and Helen Nevins, husband John 
Hepworth, brother Michael Nevins, step-son Gregory Hepworth, and good friend 
and sister-in-law Marilyn Watt. Marie is survived by her four children and their 
spouses: Brenda and Gregory Sabol; Steven Hepworth; Clark and Karlyn Hepworth; 
Julia and David Jurena; as well as cherished grandchildren Julian Hepworth and 
Libby Jurena. She is also survived by her step-grandchildren Adina and Cody, and 

her nephews and nieces. She will be missed and remembered by her friends from her old neighborhood in 
Johnson City, many of whom remained close from early childhood until the present. Marie was a loving 
wife to John. As a mother she raised her children with a deft touch, and throughout their lives was a source 
of love, wisdom, compassion, and understanding. These same traits she brought to her professional career 
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 as a guiding mentor to many young women, friends, and associates. Graduating from Johnson City High 

School in 1950, Marie went on to receive her bachelor’s degree from Keuka College in 1954. Following 
college she tried to pursue a professional career but found all doors closed to any woman who sought more 
than a secretarial position. So she bided her time and dedicated the next 15 years to raising her family. In 
1970 Marie decided to try again and accepted a position with the Indian Hills Girl Scout Council and in 1974 
became the Executive Director until her retirement in 1995. Marie had a lifelong love and commitment to 
scouting and never imagined that that passion would lead to a successful and rewarding career, a career in 
which she was committed to enriching the lives of thousands of young women, being a role model, positive 
influence, and friend to anyone who dared to believe that they could break out of the mold that women 
were supposed to be fashioned from; anyone who dared to believe that they could be more than what they 
were told they could and should expect to be. She was extremely grateful for this opportunity she had 
earned, and proud of the work she had done, as well as the worth she brought to the lives she touched. 
Marie was deeply committed to her faith in God. She was a long time member of West Presbyterian Church 
and worked with integrity and diligence helping forge a bond with First Presbyterian Church as the two 
congregations joined to become United Presbyterian Church. Up until the day of her illness she remained 
active in, and committed to, the church and utilized her knowledge, managerial skills, and experience to 
help guide the church forward with endeavors such as the Fresh Start Program aimed at providing job 
readiness and employment for people who have recently been released from incarceration. A lifelong 
champion of women’s rights, she believed in the equality of all people. She was kind, helpful, tolerant, and 
fair-minded. If there was a conflict or dispute, she patiently listened to all sides of the argument and gently 
nudged everyone to find common ground and a peaceful and workable resolution. Strong and independent 
until the day she was sidelined by her illness, Marie would most like to be remembered as a guiding light in 
her community and for the joy she took when her family was gathered around her, bonding through the 
ups and downs, joys, sorrows, triumphs, and pitfalls in their lives. And, as her son Steven would point out, 
for better or for worse, she was a dedicated NY Giants fan and like everything in her life she never lost faith. 

News from Session 
Highlights from Session 
The members of Session have taken the following actions in recent months: 
 Affirmed Pastor Kimberly’s nomination to serve as an executive officer of the Presbytery of 

Susquehanna Valley for the next three years: Vice Moderator in 2019, Moderator in 2020, Cabinet Chair 
in 2021; 

 Welcomed the news that UPC is a founding member of the Binghamton University Interfaith Council, 
which will provide on-campus resources and programming for students of all faiths, and will help 
them connect with religious communities on or off campus;Approved the transfer of Sarah Chadwick 
to The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington DC; 

 Approved the schedule for celebrating the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of each month in 2019 
except in September, which will be on September 8 to avoid the Labor Day holiday; additional dates 
are Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Easter, Pentecost, and Christmas Eve; 

 Directed the staff to research and implement a process for online donations; 
 Agreed to participate in the 2019 PAST Sacred Sites Tour on Sunday, May 19; 
 Set the date of our Annual Congregational Meeting (Part 2) on Sunday, June 9, following worship, for 

the purpose of receiving program reports and electing the Session Class of 2021 and the 2019–20 
Nominating Committee. 



 
 
 
 

UP-Beat Newsletter   ≡   15 

Mission and Outreach 
Jail Ministry 
We partner with the Broome County Council of Churches (BC3; broomecouncil.net/jail-ministry), Justice 
and Unity for the Southern Tier (JUST; justicest.com), and the Progressive Leaders of Tomorrow (PLOT, a 
branch of Citizen Action of New York; binghamtonplot.wixsite.com/home) to support their jail 
ministries, which serve men and women in jail, those released, and their families. 

So often, people make poor choices which can lead them down roads that fracture their lives as well as 
the lives of those around them. In many cases, these decisions can result in loss of freedom, health, family, 
and dignity. The cost is staggering in far more ways than simply in terms of money. The potential and 
worth of human beings can often be clouded, although they are still in fact people created in the image of 
God. This image may be tarnished or fractured, but the pieces may still be able to be put back together 
and polished. 

There are a variety of ways you can contribute to this ministry. 
The BC3 Jail Ministry has a Family Literacy program that enables inmates to read and record books 

which are then sent to their children. BCJM always needs new or gently used paperback children’s books, 
blank CD-Rs, and manila envelopes. BCJM also provides bibles to the inmates that they serve. New or 
gently used paperback bibles of any popular version are always needed. Contact Chaplain Cris Mogenson 
(bcjchaplain@gmail.com or 607-724-9130) if you would like to donate. 

The Broome County Jail Book Breakout is a way for you to anonymously send books and magazines 
to individuals incarcerated in the Broome County Jail. This project, spearheaded by PLOT, seeks to help 
meet the massive demand for books, magazines, and literature in the BC Jail. Books must be shipped 
directly to the inmates from Amazon. Inmates have requested a variety of books, including novels, non-
puzzle books (crosswords, mahjong, etc), and poetry. Try to send things that are compelling and 
entertaining! Jail can be incredibly boring. To register for this program, follow the link from our website 
upcbgm.org/serve-others/jail-ministry, and submit their Google Form. This program is anonymous and 
inmates will not receive the name and/or address of any contributors. 

Walk With Me, a program from the Family Enrichment Network (familyenrichment.org)  and JUST, is 
a peer-advocacy program for people returning to the community after incarceration in the Broome 
County Jail. People reentering must quickly acclimate to life outside, but are often given little guidance 
and fewer resources. Walk With Me’s trained reentry coordinator guides returners through their 
individualized reentry process by offering basics like transportation, clothing, and personal hygiene 
products, and assistance navigating the maze of governmental and non-governmental agencies. 
Importantly, Walk With Me provides supportive advice and empathy from someone who’s been through 
the complex chaos of post-incarceration life. The program confronts the harms of incarceration by offering 
choices, providing support, and combating systemic injustice with community action and resources. 
When those in power neglect community problems, we must step up. 

One way you can help is to donate household items for program participants such as bed sheets, bed 
frames (including bunk-beds and futons), bath towels, pots and pans, cooking utensils, flatware, plates 
and bowls, new men’s underwear and t-shirts, winter wear, and bicycles. Contact Andy Pragacz 
(ajrpragacz@gmail.com or 651-747-6316) for more information. If you know someone currently 
incarcerated in the Broome County Jail who might benefit from Walk With Me contact Rozann Greco, Re-
Entry Specialist, at 607-723-8313 ext. 1675 or email rgreco@familyenrichment.org. Visit justicest.com to 
keep updated with Walk With Me and JUST and learn more ways to become members of a supportive 
community combating injustice. 

https://broomecouncil.net/jail-ministry/
http://justicest.com/
https://binghamtonplot.wixsite.com/home
mailto:bcjchaplain@gmail.com
http://upcbgm.org/serve-others/jail-ministry
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZf9OLM55H2LGrKEfMUBvfjfN8oSjqNwanFJIMAW2n-RQF7w/viewform?fbclid=IwAR1HyMzksFWYTnU1ItO9IT5MCJ7a0IFbeh8MhRcqMs_OWdsit_8whHjbE1g
https://familyenrichment.org/
mailto:ajrpragacz@gmail.com
mailto:rgreco@familyenrichment.org
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.justicest.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE9yYc1TNdIEWr5mNCZ6FjNhrGC0w
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 Mission Support to the Makadara district 

of Nairobi, Kenya 
Two members of our worshiping community, Betty 
Wambui and Julie Njoroge, grew up in Nairobi and 
have helped us develop a relationship with the 
community in the Makadara district of Nairobi. 
Residents of this district are a mix of low- and middle-
income. Despite varying degrees of poverty, the 
people of Makadara are rich in aspirations. Our 
mission focuses on children and youth through 
financial support of education and social stability.  

In collaboration with the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, we support the Bahati Day Care and Nursery 
School through local purchases of books and school supplies. In doing so, we support local businesses, 
authors, and educators. This also gives agency to the teachers who guide our choices, and ensures that the 
books are in accordance with the Education Ministry’s directions for this stage of education. 

 

Children of the Bahati Day Care and Nursery School  
express their excitement with the new school supplies. 

 

Betty and Julie with children and staff  
of the day care/nursery school. 

Another challenge that the Makadara community 
grapples with is an abundance of “unanchored youth” 
who are homeless and live without the care of parents or 
guardians. Working with a government-funded youth 
center in Makadara, we purchased shoes for many of the 
boys in this program. 

In February, Betty and Julie presented a Minute for 
Mission during worship which included a PowerPoint 
with more photos and information about the mission. 
You can view the presentation and download the 
PowerPoint file from our website at  
upcbgm.org/serve-others/world-mission-projects. 

 
 

Some of the boys and staff from  
the Makadara youth center. 

http://upcbgm.org/serve-others/world-mission-projects
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Carolyn Cummings, Missionary in Kenya 
Carolyn has been serving with Africa Inland Mission 
(aimint.org) in Kenya for almost 30 years. She started out  
as a Bible school teacher, then became the Children’s Ministry 
Facilitator for the Mission. She is now an administrator in  
the office that covers Kenya and Tanzania, providing office 
administration, contingency planning, project administration, 
and unit leadership for the missionaries working in Eastern 
Kenya. On weekends, she has a Bible club for teenage boys  
from a large slum area in Nairobi. 

News from Carolyn (received December 2018  
and February 2019): 
Dear Friends, 

Another year of being a mild-mannered office administrator during the week and fanatical soccer mom 
over the weekends has passed. God has been good, although there have been a few bumps along the way.  

As you may realize, I am not only the administrator in the AIM Eastern Region office but also a unit 
leader for 4 teams in the eastern part of Kenya. All 4 teams work among Muslim people groups. Much 
prayer is needed to support these workers proclaiming the gospel to very hospitable, but resistant folks. 

One team is scattered between a town and 3 villages south of Mombasa, among the Digo people. The 
Digo mix a lot of traditional practices in with their Islam and have been very resistant to the gospel. We 
have a family with 7 children living in a small village with the Digo and they have been the focus of 
spiritual attacks for the 4 years they have lived there, but the most recent attack was the most serious.  

About a week after Christmas, they came out of their house to find a hex doll on the porch. A week 
later, the mother was being medivac’d to our AIM hospital near Nairobi with extremely low blood 
pressure and breathing problems. The doctors were, and remain, at a loss as to what was the problem. She 
was diagnosed with drug-resistant typhoid, pneumonia, and possibly malaria, none of which should have 
lowered her blood pressure. After two weeks of touch-and-go treatment that had us all on edge, she was 
released from the hospital. The physical healing has gone well, but the psychological problems are many. 
Three of their 7 children are adopted from Ethiopia and are siblings who watched their own mother die in 
front of them. They were all badly affected by the specter of losing another mother. The mother herself is 
pretty scared to return to the village, although they plan to go back at the end of March. 

Another team to the north of Mombasa, who live among a very 
strict Muslim orthodox group, are having all sorts of team 
dynamics issues that I try my best to help get them through, 
usually angering everybody! It’s not that bad, and I think they 
have worked some of their problems through, but it’s been tiring 
and emotional.  

During all this upheaval, I got to go to a weeklong conference 
in a beautiful place with a perfect climate for growing beautiful 
flowers and trees. This is a Poinsettia tree (yes, those potted plants 
we get at Christmas grow into trees in Kenya!) 

Carolyn and the boys from Kibera on a 
camping trip at Lake Naivasha in Kenya. 

https://aimint.org/
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 Then there’s the soccer team: games, trophies, food (lots of food) 

and trying to get some Bible knowledge into their heads and love for 
Jesus into their hearts. They still come to my house on Sunday 
afternoons. We went through “The Jesus Film” this year bit by bit, 
examining closely the life of Jesus. 

The boys played in their league final before Christmas, but lost  
1–0. They still got another large tin pot for a trophy and one boy 
won the prize for best league goalie. When they got over the pain of 
losing, they were happy. It rained the morning of the finals and the 
pitch was miserably muddy. 

Progress on the library has gone well. We now have a second two 
story small building up and open, with a room for a little preschool 
on the ground floor and an upper room for tutoring classes and 
community meetings. The other building has an office on the 
ground floor and the library/study hall upstairs. Unfortunately, the 
squatters are still right there between the two buildings. We’re still 
hopeful someday they will move out and we’ll have a little space for 
a small playground. This photo shows the public toilets that are on 
the side of the building on the outside of the compound. I’m trusting 
these will help the community. I’m also trusting they will be kept 
clean and not be too stinky! 

Park Street Church (an independent Congregational church in 
Boston) sent a team in November over Thanksgiving to help with 
children’s programs at AIM’s annual conference. It was great having 
friends from home come visit and provide a vital service to the 
conference so parents could enjoy the spiritual input from our 
excellent speaker. The team also trekked into Kibera on a wet 
morning to see the library. The kids were excited to welcome them. 

I also have a new kitten, to make up the pain in my heart 
from losing her mother to the neighbor’s dog. Fortunately she is 
old enough to survive without her mom, who was a beautiful 
cat. But this kitten is absolutely fearless and thinks being in the 
living room with my Bible club boys is wonderful fun. All my 
other kittens have been terrified of the boys and would hide 
when they are around. The boys like playing with her, but she’s 
so distracting that I had to toss her out the door when we were 
trying to have the Bible lesson. We let her back in when we were 
doing the activity page.  

Please pray for my unit members at the Coast, that the gospel will go forward despite the efforts of 
Satan to stop it. Pray for physical and psychological healing of Heather Cheney. Pray that I will figure out 
how to encourage and help team members work together well. 

I will be coming home for May and June and look forward to seeing many of you. I hope to receive 
many invitations to eat too much! And to enjoy your fellowship. 

Thanks for the prayers, I need them. 
 In Christ, Carolyn 
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Lent and Easter 
The season of Lent is a time of prayer, spiritual discipline, and self-examination in preparation for 
celebrating the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. What we hear during Lent is the power and possibility 
of God’s grace: the offer of salvation and new life through our faith and discipleship. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
March 6 at 12:30pm and 6:00pm 
Worship and Anointing with Oil or Ashes 
We begin the season of Lent with ashes and dust—realizing the limits of human 
life, and our need for each other and for God’s grace because we cannot do or be 
or manage everything. We will offer a worship service and a chance for reflection 
at 12:30pm and at 6:00pm, both in the sanctuary. Whether you come for anointing 
or ashes or reflect privately at home, we invite you to prayerfully remember the 
grief and the promise of “ashes to ashes, dust to dust. All of us go down to the 
dust, yet even at the grave we make our song…” 
 
Blessing the Dust, Jan Richardson, 2013. pinosy.com 
 
 
 

Sunday morning services 
March 10 – April 7 at 10:00am 
Lent is a season of unfolding honesty and truth-telling about our lives and our 
world. It begins with the humble recognition that we are all human beings with 
finite lives. This is a levelling confession because no one is exempt from the dust 
from which we are formed or the ashes to which we return. We are all equal in 
those ashes, from those with the greatest wealth and power to those who have 
little or nothing at all. The journey of Lent leads us to embrace a liberating God of 
creation, known in and through relationship. 

 

A Time to Receive, A Time to Let Go, Julie Elliot. pacificjubilee.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 14 at 10:00am 
Worship & Communion 
This is a family-friendly service! We’ll tell the story of Holy 
Week, starting with the Parade of Palms led by percussion 
instruments and saxophone. Then we learn about the plot 
against Jesus, share the Lord’s Supper, and hear the story of the 
garden of Gethsemane, the arrest, and the disciples’ 
abandonment of Jesus, all leading up to his crucifixion. 
 

Palm Sunday, Evans Yegon, 2014. africanartpaintings.com 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpinosy.com%2Fmedia%2F104356916337821354%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE22ONwkfwq05RUVKpdyNLvQVPpPQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpacificjubilee.ca%2Fletting-go-and-receiving-in-spiritual-direction%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEAu7pFVKTcC_NFcOfjOQW7K8wBrA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fafricanartpaintings.com%2Ffeatured%2F1-palm-sunday-evans-yegon.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHckFpjrNkmG4unoW4Z7xQBm_f43g
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 Holy Thursday 

April 18 at 7:00pm 
Tenebrae Worship & Communion 
The Holy Thursday service is one of endings and beginnings. What was begun on 
Ash Wednesday is brought to a close here tonight. What begins today does not 
end until the resurrection on Easter. The theme is love, our Savior’s love for us, in 
giving himself in bread and wine, in dying upon the cross. 
 
The Crucifixion, Donald Jackson, ©2002, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, USA. Used with permission. All rights reserved. saintjohnsbible.org 

 
Easter/Resurrection Sunday 
April 21 at 10:00am 
Worship & Communion 
Risen indeed! We will celebrate the feast of the resurrection with brass and cymbal 
and song as we gather at the table and remember that when all hope was lost, 
God brought a new beginning. From the grave to glory, we proclaim him Lord! 

The Resurrection, Donald Jackson, ©2002, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, USA. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
Catholic Edition, ©1993, 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. saintjohnsbible.org 

Spiritual Formation 
Monday evening Book Study 
March 18 & 25 and April 1, 6:15–7:30pm 
Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life by Karen Armstrong 
Read, then join us for this three-week book study. Karen Armstrong provides an 
impassioned and practical guide to helping us make the world a more 
compassionate place. 

The twelve steps she suggests begin with “Learn About Compassion,” and close 
with “Love Your Enemies.” In between, she takes up self-love, mindfulness, 
suffering, sympathetic joy, the limits of our knowledge of others, and “concern for 
everybody.” She shares concrete methods to help us cultivate and expand our 
capacity for compassion, and provides a reading list to encourage us to “hear one 
another’s narratives.” Armstrong teaches us that becoming a compassionate human 
being is a lifelong project and a journey filled with rewards. 

Copies of the book are available for purchase from the church office. 

Film Discussion Series 
Sundays, March 24 & 31 and April 7, 12:30–2:30pm 
Join us for fellowship and conversation around an assortment of interesting topics. After worship we will 
gather for a light lunch, then we’ll watch a movie and engage in some lively discussion. No previous 
knowledge necessary, all are welcome. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintjohnsbible.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH2xJEln9H-jrp44Zs1wxezSdXHvQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintjohnsbible.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH2xJEln9H-jrp44Zs1wxezSdXHvQ
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March 24—Dogma 
A comedy that pokes fun at established teachings without ever taking itself too 
seriously. 

Two banished angels (Ben Affleck and Matt Damon) have discovered a 
loophole that would allow them back into heaven; problem is, they’d destroy 
civilization in the process by proving God fallible. It’s up to Bethany (Linda 
Fiorentino), a lapsed Catholic who works in an abortion clinic, to save the day, 
with some help from two so-called prophets, the heretofore unknown 13th apostle, 
and a sexy, heavenly muse. In some ways Dogma is a shaggy dog of a road 
movie—which hits a comic peak when Affleck and Fiorentino banter drunkenly 
on a train to New Jersey, not realizing they’re mortal enemies—and segues into a 
comedy-action flick as the vengeful angels (who have a taste for blood) try to 
make their way into heaven. 
 

 

March 31—Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
A very recent documentary about the real Mr. Rogers, and his 
unlikely-to-succeed yet beautiful show for children. It explores 
why the show fascinated children and adults with its love and 
kindness themes, some of which were radical for their time. 
Fred Rogers was a Presbyterian minister who chose to work 
with children’s television. 
 
 

April 7—A Wrinkle in Time 
After astrophysicist Dr. Alexander Murry disappears 
without a trace, his children, Meg and Charles Wallace, and 
neighbor Calvin O’Keefe embark on a cosmic quest to find 
him. This film raises questions about love, sacrifice, and the 
nature of the universe. Based on the classic children’s book 
by Madeleine L’Engle. 
 
 

Bible Studies 
Adult Sunday School Class—Sundays, 9:00–9:50am in the Conference Room 
This is a Bible study and discussion class using the curriculum we have for the whole church. We will 
discuss the scripture passage of the day, following the revised common lectionary. All are welcome. 

Introductory Bible Study—Mondays, 12:00–1:00pm in the Library Lounge 
We choose a specific book of the Bible and then do “deep reading” of that book, verse by verse, over the 
course of several weeks. We are reading to learn what we missed in Sunday school and what gets lost in 
preaching—to understand the Bible as the story of God’s people and their relationship to God and the 
world. We don’t always find answers, but we always learn from the text and from each other! You’re 
welcome to bring your own lunch. Come and see—it would be good to have you with us. 
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 Joys and Concerns 

 

Preparing for Marriage: Harley & Jack; CJ & Katie; 
Emily & Arron; Phil & Eleanor 

Expecting a Baby: Jazmine & Mell 

Grieving: Friends and Family of: Bob Auchinachie, 
Janet Freeman-Kerr, Bobby Hart, Marie Hepworth, 
Amy Hranek, Oppie Ludwig, David Meltzer, Susan 
Mitchell, Bruce Warren; and those who have lost 
beloved pets 

Palliative Care: Marjorie Emma, Edna Hotchkiss 

Homebound/Managed Care: Jack Budd, Gail Covert, 
Helen Flack, Fred Hickling, Kristie Palmer, Char Smith, 
Susan Mitchell, Ben Swan, Richard Ward, Sandy 
Warner 

Living with Cancer: Arthur, Bill, Beverly, BJ, Alice 
Brooks, Brian, Bruce, John Cairns, Suzanne Clark, Sean 
Donohue, Dorothy, Diane, Jen Edwards, Laurie’s mom, 
Esteny, Ezra, Linda F., Frank, Barb Fuller, Rev. John 
Goodell, Dave Hickey, Jeanie, Jenni, Jim, John, Margaret 
Johnson, Josh, Karen, Ann Kalayjian, Joyce LaRose, 
Larry, Sandy Lewellyn, Mac McCall, Dean Ogden, Tom 
Rossi, Pam, Shelly, Walter, Muriel Williams, Yuval, Zoé 

Ongoing: Gary Ayres, Brian, Grace Davidson, Harley, 
Dianne Henry, Jeffrey, Pastor Becky, Larry, Audrey 
Micha, Penny, Jim Spencer 

 

 

 

Other Concerns: 
 For God’s guidance in uncertain times 
 Comfort for those who are close to the end of 

life, and for their loved ones as they watch 
and wait 

 Aftermath of government shutdown—loss of 
income and jobs due to canceled contracts, 
damage and loss of revenue in national 
parks, employees who could not afford 
groceries, rent, utilities while they were 
unpaid 

 Refugees seeking asylum 
 Cruelty to animals 
 Gun violence 
 The United Methodist Church, decision on 

LGBTQ at General Conference 
 Bethel Evangelical Secondary School 

(Western Wollega Bethel Synod, Ethiopia)  
 Conflicts in Yemen & Syria 
 Political turmoil and corruption in Ghana 
 Venezuelan government crisis 

Upcoming Birthdays 
March 
  4  Ellen Hancock Berti 
  5  Dick Bartholomew 
  7  Suzie Northrop Raboy, 

Maida Thomas, Matthew 
Walker 

  8  Becky Mebert, Bill Sands 
12  Chelsea Hill Bennett 
13  Scott Kindig 
14  Brooke Charolette Trahan 
15  Barbara Rocke, Thomas 

Rossi 
17  Andrew Berti, Marne Ward 
25  Ann Cobb 
26  James Ludwig 
28  Erik Joh 
29  Joseph Peckham  

April 
  1  Grace Zbrzezny 
  2  Matthew Livingston  
  6  Karin Hoover  
  7  Chloe Brauer, Meghan Menges 
  8  Kathy Kopp 
  9  Laurie Erbstoesser 
14  Janet Hoover, Amy Mahardy 
20  Angela Garcia-Meade 
21  Suzanne Ogden, Dominic 

Patinka-Ruston, James Stehli 
22  Maria Kutz, Charlotte 

Livingston 
23  Richard Aswad 
24  Pastor Becky 
26  Gregory Patinka, Nancy 

Shumeyko 
28  James Menges 

May 
  7  Adana Brauer, Norma Stehli 
  8  Gary Ayres 
13  Ellis Nyamuame 
15  Eugene Favor, Edna 

Hotchkiss 
19  Patty Wilson 
22  Frank Kariuki, Mark Mebert 
23  Barbara Geiser 
24  Keith Hessian  
26  Ben Swan 
28  David Berti 
29  Lauren Menges 
30  Char Smith 
31  Cindy Chadwick 
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Lectionary Readings 
Lent and Easter 

 
 
March 6, 2019 
Ash Wednesday 
Psalm 103 
Joel 2:1–2, 12–17 or Isaiah 58:1–12 
Psalm 51:1–17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
 
March 10, 2019 
Deuteronomy 26:1–11 
Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16 
Romans 10:8b–13 
Luke 4:1–13 
 
March 17, 2019 
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Luke 13:31–35 
 
March 24, 2019 
Isaiah 55:1–9 
Psalm 63:1–8 
1 Corinthians 10:1–13 
Luke 13:1–9 
 
March 31, 2019 
Joshua 5:9–12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
 
April 7, 2019 
Isaiah 43:16–21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b–14 
John 12:1–8 

April 14, 2019 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Luke 19:28–40 
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4–9a 
Psalm 31:9–16 
Philippians 2:5–11 
Luke 22:14—23:56 or Luke 23:1–19 
 
April 21, 2019 
Holy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1–4, (5–10), 11–14 
Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
John 13:1–17, 31b–35 
 
April 21, 2019 
Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 65:17–25 
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 
1 Corinthians 15:19–26 or  
        Acts 10:34–43 
John 20:1–18 or Luke 24:1–12 
 
April 28, 2019 
Acts 5:27–32 
Psalm 118:14–29 or Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4–8 
John 20:19–31 
 
May 5, 2019 
Acts 9:1–6, (7–20) 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11–14 
John 21:1–19 

May 12, 2019 
Acts 9:36–43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9–17 
John 10:22–30 
 
May 19, 2019 
Acts 11:1–18 
Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1–6 
John 13:31–35 
 
May 26, 2019 
Acts 16:9–15 
Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
John 14:23–29 or John 5:1–9 
 
May 30, 2019 
Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1–11 
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
Ephesians 1:15–23 
Luke 24:44–53 
 
June 2, 2019 
Acts 16:16–34 
Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12–14, 16–17, 20–21 
John 17:20–26 
 
June 9, 2019 
Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1–21 or Genesis 11:1–9 
Psalm 104:24–34, 35b 
Romans 8:14–17 or Acts 2:1–21 
John 14:8–17, (25–27) 
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Ash Wednesday worship services 
March 6 at 12:30pm and 6:00pm 

Worship and Anointing with Oil or Ashes 
We begin the season of Lent with ashes and dust—realizing the limits of human life, and our 
need for each other and for God’s grace because we cannot do or be or manage everything. We 
will offer a worship service and a chance for reflection at 12:30pm and at 6:00pm, both in the 
sanctuary. Whether you come for anointing or ashes or reflect privately at home, we invite you to 
prayerfully remember the grief and the promise of “ashes to ashes, dust to dust. All of us go 
down to the dust, yet even at the grave we make our song…” 

Holy Thursday worship service 
April 18 at 7:00pm 

Tenebrae Worship & Communion 
The Holy Thursday service is one of endings and beginnings. What began on Ash Wednesday is 
brought to a close here tonight. What begins today does not end until the resurrection on Easter. 
The theme is love, our Savior’s love for us, in giving himself in bread and wine, in dying upon 
the cross. 
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