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 Becky Mebert and Judy Westcott were amongst the many 
folks who shared the holiday cheer as we decorated the 
sanctuary and church for Advent. 

 

 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 
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 Pastor’s Ponderings 

Dear Ones: 

We’ve hardly finished with Christmas, it seems, and now we are only a few 
days away from the start of Lent. This is the earliest Lent can be, and Easter will 
fall on April Fools’ Day! I have been waiting my whole life to preach resurrection 
on April Fools’ Day… 

Lent is the period of preparation for Easter in the Christian year. It lasts for 40 days (not counting 
Sundays, which are always celebrations of the resurrection), and is focused on self-examination and 
repentance (re-thinking) in order to prepare for a new way of living and a new start when we 
proclaim “Risen, indeed!”  

For our congregation, it’s a bit tricky to think about a season of the church year that does not 
include Sundays, because we do most of our “spiritual stuff” in or around Sunday worship. 

We will begin, on Ash Wednesday, with ashes and dust—realizing the limits of human life, and 
our need for each other and for God’s grace because we cannot do or be or manage everything. We 
will offer a worship service and a chance for reflection at 12:30pm and at 5:30pm, both in the 
sanctuary. Whether you come for anointing or ashes or reflect privately at home, we invite you to 
prayerfully remember the grief and the promise of “ashes to ashes, dust to dust. All of us go down to 
the dust, yet even at the grave we make our song…”  

During Lenten worship this year, we’re going to be focusing on stories of covenants and 
communities in the Hebrew Bible, to better understand what Jesus meant to his first followers, and to 
think differently about how we are to live out our calling today. So we’ll tell again the stories of Noah 
and Abram, Moses and David, and look at God’s faithfulness and human response through the ages.  

We will also invite some of our partners in ministry to share stories about their work in the world 
as we consider our own, both as individuals and as a community of Christ. We cannot do it all, and 
we don’t have to—by God’s grace each person, each congregation, each community group is called to 
do particular work. Our task this year is to understand and support each other, reflecting on how we 
fit into the plan and the promise of the reign of God. 

Some of us are activist, and have a hard time asking others for help. Some of us are quietist, and 
find our center in praying and studying for the good of all. Some of us find our meaning in being 
together with others, offering a listening ear or a helping hand when needed. All of us are taught by 
our culture not to reach out, not to admit need, not to depend on each other.  

During the weeks of the season, we invite you to pray and consider both your strengths and your 
weaknesses (they are often exactly the same thing). What are the gifts you bring to our covenant 
community, and what are the limits you have? As members of the body of Christ we are called to 
help each other, but also to rely on each other—to reach out beyond ourselves to offer grace, but also 
to receive it. Can we see ourselves with others’ eyes? Can we show each other what we see in them? 

I am looking forward to walking this new path with you during Lent, as we think and pray 
together! 

Blessings,  
Pastor Kimberly  
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Associate Pastor’s Letter 

Greetings, friends! 

This month I have a question for you. What is the message that you receive 
from the United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton? 

This question came up last week from our book study on Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. 
Vance. This book is a memoir of the author’s life growing up in Appalachia in 
some trying circumstances. In his early life, J.D. bounces between living with his mom, his 
grandmother, and at one point, his father. 

When he was in middle school, he started having questions about God and religion, and Chapter 6 
talks about his various encounters with his family about their faith. 

His grandmother believes in God, and believes that God 
loves them, and is always there with them, helping to guide 
and protect them. She does not trust organized religion, and 
always felt that “church” was “a breeding ground for perverts 
and money changers,” or they were the “loud and the proud, 
people who wore their faith on their sleeve, always ready to let 
you know how pious they were” and how much you didn’t 
measure up.  

His dad’s church was evangelical. At first, J.D. loved the 
structure and immersed himself in the church. He liked it 
because it “required so little of me. It was easy to be Christian. 
The only affirmative teachings I remember drawing from 
church were that I shouldn’t cheat on my wife and that I 
shouldn’t be afraid to preach the gospel to others.” But he later 
realized that their theology “promoted a certain segregation 
from the outside world” and it “made the world a scary and 
foreign place.” 

So this chapter made us wonder, what is the message that 
people get from our church here at UPC? Does it speak of 
God’s love? Does it require anything from you? Does it 
seclude you from the outside world or does it make you a  
participant in it? What do you walk away with and what do  
you tell others about why you belong here? 

We hope that over the next month, you will let us know. Shoot us a letter or an email, have a chat 
with us Sunday morning or when you are here during the week. We’d love to know your answer to 
this question! 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Becky 
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 Music Notes 
by Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 

Christmas Eve was the epitome and culmination of many hearts’ desires for 
pieces of music weaving through and with the liturgy of the worship service, a 
service of lessons and carols with communion. 

Several people played all three of the keyboard instruments before and during 
the service: the pipe organ (in the balcony choir loft), the grand piano (on the platform at the front of 
the sanctuary), and the Klop chamber organ which is now at home in the raised (former pulpit) area 
at the front of the church with the Tiffany mosaic portraying the 12-year old Jesus in dialog with the 
priests in the temple. A congregational carol sing preceded the service, with congregational requests 

of favorites. Singing and instrumentals occurred from the front balcony, 
platform, and raised pulpit area, and finally the carol and candle-lighting 
with the traditional “Silent Night,” “Joy to the World,” and in the balcony at 
the end of service a jazz version of “Go Tell it on the Mountain.” 

Many genres of music were presented, including traditional carols, 
popular choir music, and gospel contemporary. All ages—from infants to 
seniors, with lots of young adults—were involved in the music. A variety of 
instruments were played: cello, string bass, trombone, saxophones, guitar, 
African drums, handbell choir, flutes, handchimes, rhythm instruments, and 
trumpet. Everyone participated at whatever level they were. It was such a 
great example of the congregation sharing their gifts in worship in whatever 
way they could and desired to do. 

This is the dance, the choreography of our growing music program, and 
we look forward to the introspection of Lent and the joyful return of Palm 
Sunday and Easter with all the above elements of congregational worship. 
We hope you will take part at whatever level you would like to do so. 

The UPC Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 7:00pm, and the United Ringers 
handbell choir rehearses Sundays at 11:30am. Both choirs are taking a break 
in the month of January; rehearsals resume on Wednesday, January 31, and 
Sunday, February 4. New members are always welcome in either of the 
choirs; no previous experience is needed! 

Sing-Along “Messiah” with the Madrigal Choir: 
Saturday, February 10, 3:00–4:30pm 

Join in singing Part 1 of Handel’s “Messiah.” No rehearsals, free admission, guaranteed fun! Part of 
The Madrigal Choir of Binghamton’s annual “Sing-Along Masterwork” series. Bring a “Messiah” 
score if you have one; some will be available to borrow at the door. 

Part 1 of “Messiah” includes the favorite choruses “And the Glory of the Lord,” “For Unto Us a 
Child is Born,” and “Glory to God in the Highest”—and how could we not add the Hallelujah chorus 
from Part 2?! Listeners are welcome. We won’t make you sing if you don’t want to—but you may 
find that you really want to! We hope you’ll come and enjoy the music, and bring a friend! 



 

 

 

 

UP-Beat Newsletter   ≡   5 

Opportunities for Service 

Community Meal, every Tuesday, 5:00–6:00pm 
Each week, we serve a free sit-down meal to approximately 125–150 guests. Everyone in the 
community is invited to attend. Inviting the whole community provides a way for all of us to share a 
meal and conversation together. 

The goal is to provide a weekly hot meal for those in our community, in particular for those who 
may not regularly have a hot meal. The meal usually consists of a vegetable, salad, entree, dessert, 
and a choice of beverage. It is conducted “restaurant style,” where the guests are served at their 
tables. 

We continue to be blessed with an extraordinary number of volunteers who work together to serve 
a weekly meal to 400–500 community members each month. Some of the food that we prepare is 
provided by CHOW and the Foodbank of the Southern Tier. Each week, a team of volunteers does 
the meal planning and preparation. The weekly team leaders plan and cook the meal and purchase 
any supplies and food needed to supplement what we receive. 

The teams rotate, covering one Tuesday each month: 

 1st Tuesday: UPC “Team 1” led by Ann Garcia 

 2nd Tuesday: UPC “Team 2” led by Kathy Preston 

 3rd Tuesday: “Float” week—Anyone wishing to share their culinary skills in the kitchen and 
help prepare the meal is welcome to volunteer (see below)! 

 4th Tuesday: Binghamton Rescue Mission 

 5th Tuesday: VINES 

If you are interested in volunteering, we would welcome your help any and every Tuesday, 4:30–
6:30pm. We are always looking for helpers to set up in Fellowship Hall before the meal, serve the 
meals, and clean up afterwards. Contact our Community Meal Coordinator, Katie Kukol, for more 
information on ways you can help. 

Email: meal@upcbgm.org 

Property Team Workdays, Thursdays 
The Property Team has had a crew of volunteers working on Thursdays, doing a little of this and a 
little of that. Some of the projects they’ve tackled recently include: 

 un-decorating the church from Advent and Christmas 

 organizing the decorations storage room 

 improvements in the upstairs handicapped-accessible bathroom 

 painting the elevator door 

 installing signs in the parking lot 

 cleaning the bell tower stairwell 

The Property Team thanks everyone who has helped out over the last several weeks. It’s been 
great getting some of these projects taken care of! 

If you’d be interested in helping out, contact the office to find out when the next workday will be. 
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 Care & Share Distribution Project 
2nd Wednesday of every month, 9:30am to 12:30pm 
This program provides personal care products to individuals and families 
who hold Broome County, New York State Benefit Identification cards and 
receive SNAP benefits. 

WHERE: Library Lounge 

TIME: 9:30am (place orders); 10:30am (distribution starts)  

All hands welcome! 

Thank you to all those who continue to support this program. Please help by purchasing products, 
or donating funds to support the project. 

We need: bars of soap, shampoo, deodorant, razors, laundry and dishwashing detergents, and 
sanitary napkins/tampons. These items can be dropped off at the office. 

 

Mission and Outreach 
Sewing & Quilting Group 
The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on the 2nd floor, working to create crib-
size or lap quilts, decorative pillows, and walker “carry bags,” as well as knitted hats, sweaters, 
mittens, scarves, and baby items. Our donations are given to charities including Mom’s House, the 
YWCA, Rescue Mission, Birthright, Meals on Wheels, and Camp Sunshine (for children with terminal 
cancer); care facilities including Willow Point, Fairview Good Shepherd, United Methodist Homes 
(Elizabeth Church & St. Louise), Hilltop, Bridgewater, and Absolute Care; as well as our homebound 
members and our UPC lobby. Any newborns in our congregation will receive a quilt gift. 

We received thank-yous from some of the recipients of our donations. From United Methodist 
Homes St. Louise Manor: “Our residents just love the 3 lap quilts that you all made and donated to 
us!” From Birthright of Binghamton: “We thank you for the beautiful handmade baby quilts, knitted 
hats, and sleeper. So appreciated!” From Camp Sunshine in Casco, Maine: “Thank you for your very 
kind support!” 

Anyone interested in the Sewing Group is encouraged to come join them on Wednesday mornings 
starting at 9am. Bring a sandwich to enjoy lunch during fellowship at 12 noon. No special sewing 
skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, or 
heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand-hemming skills are a plus. 

   

Some of the many quilts that were dedicated on Sunday, November 19. 
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Carolyn Cummings, Missionary in Kenya 

Carolyn has been serving with Africa Inland Mission in Kenya for almost 28 years. She started out as 
a Bible school teacher, then became the Children’s Ministry Facilitator for the Mission. She is now an 
administrator in the office that covers Kenya and Tanzania. She takes care of the office 
administration, contingency planning, project administration, and unit leadership for the 
missionaries working in Eastern Kenya. On weekends, she has a Bible club for teenage boys from 
Kibera, a large slum area in Nairobi. 

News from Carolyn (received in December and January): 

Dear Praying Friends, 

The beginning of October found me in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanzania, at a language school trying to get my old brain to 
accept some more Kiswahili words and useful phrases. I have 
this fantasy that I should be more comfortable in the main 
language of my adopted country, but sigh… it really is a 
fantasy. My time in Tanzania also included meetings with 
mission and church leaders and for our TZ field conference. 

On November 18, I welcomed two lovely young ladies (one 
from Park Street Church in Boston, along with her sister) who 
came to take care of the preschool children at the AIM annual 
spiritual life conference, which was the following weekend. 
They teamed up with a former short-term volunteer who came on Sunday to do childcare. That 
volunteer knew her way around so had fun that week with the two girls doing things and going into 
Kibera with the boys (and preparing for the preschool program). 

I was excited about the conference, despite the difficulties of planning it, because Excellent 
Missions Speakers Stuart and Jill Briscoe had agreed to come. I had heard them back in the ’80s and 
was so thrilled to hear them again. But alas, that Monday before the conference I got a message that 
Stuart had walked into a sliding glass door and banged his head and knee so badly that he had a 
hematoma, and his doctor would not let him travel. I was devastated. Where were we going to get a 
speaker that quickly the week of Thanksgiving??? Well, my regional leader got on the phone that 
night and started calling friends. The second one he called said he was willing to leave his family and 
fly, on Thanksgiving Day, to Kenya to be our speaker. Bob Deffinbaugh, of Community Bible Chapel 
in Richardson, Texas, was an excellent speaker. He talked about the goodness of God and really 
touched my heart and a lot of other people’s too. So the conference was saved! As was my sanity! The 
other amazing part is that Bob did not want to preach in the church on Sunday, so I emailed the 
pastor who was leading the team coming for the elementary school program. He was in the airport, 
waiting to board the plane to Kenya when he got my message asking him to preach. He said “yes”! 
Then he ended up preaching on a passage that was part of the passage Bob spoke on that evening, a 
perfect dovetailing of messages. God is truly good. I was a bit frazzled with the behind-the-scenes 
stuff, but to the attendees everything went smoothly. 

After the conference my former volunteer stayed on a few more days and we went together to see 
the progress on the library building in Kibera. It was fun to be with the boys, but a bit disheartening 
to see the state of the building. Work on it had to cease last fall with all the political violence, 
especially since Kibera was badly affected. 

Carolyn and the boys from Kibera, 
November 4, 2017, on a camping trip at 

Lake Naivasha. 
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Left: The boys outside the library 
building. One of the squatter’s houses 
is on the right. 

Above: The street the library is on. 

Top right: Three boys looking at one of 
the photo albums I make regularly for 
them. 

Bottom right: The boys sprawled on 
my living room rug, doing a Bible 
verse puzzle. 

 

 

When we bought the plot of land for the library, there were six tenants living there in mud and 
stick houses, who we paid to move elsewhere. The biggest disappointment when we visited there in 
November was that two of the tenants had not yet moved, citing difficulties in finding new places. 
We are not charging them rent(!) and they probably long ago spent the money we gave them. The 
chief of the area is aware and on our side, but forcing people to move is not an easy thing. 

With the first phase of the library finished, I think Coach Caleb kind of regrets ever starting this 
project! The building is inundated with kids wanting to use the space for studying. He and a couple 
other adults and some of the older boys who are finished with school have to make tough decisions 
of who is allowed in and who has to be turned away. It’s tough! 

One of the two squatters has moved now, and we are setting up the “house” (mud hut) that was 
left as a library annex. We are still praying for the other squatter to finally find another place to move 
to and get out of the other mud hut. My fear is that they will never move, as they have no incentive 
since we are not charging them rent. 

We have totally run out of money to do anything else with the space. If you would like to 
contribute to helping us make the library bigger, you can send donations to AIM International, P.O. 
Box 3611, Peachtree City, GA 30269 and designate it for my Children’s Ministry Project. 

Coach Caleb has had a very busy time getting the freshman high schoolers settled in their new 
schools. The government decided all freshmen had to report by the second week in January instead 
of February, which wiped out the time frame where schools were able to put potential soccer 
scholarship students through try-outs. In fact, many of my boys were away at schools over Christmas 
participating in try-outs. I was horrified. But they are all settled now in schools. 

I had a lovely Christmas myself, with four friends. We were two Americans and three Kenyans so 
our holiday feast included turkey and dressing with gravy as well as pilau and katchumbari, 
traditional Kenyan dishes. YUM! We also had pumpkin pie and ice cream because American cuisine 
wins out over Kenyan cuisine in the dessert department every time. 

With the older kids away at boarding school, I’m enjoying getting to know the younger boys 
because there are fewer of them on Sunday afternoons (at least until Coach Caleb builds up the teams 
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again with new boys). We are now studying the Attributes of God. This week we are asking the 
question: How is God like Yoda? (One answer: He’s patient. Remember the scene in The Empire 
Strikes Back when Luke Skywalker meets Yoda and doesn’t know it?) 

On October 26, a week after I returned to Kenya, there was a re-vote for president (the opposition 
having rejected the first vote in August). We have enjoyed a few quiet months since then, politically 
speaking, but the end of the turmoil is not yet in sight. The unsuccessful candidate is still contesting 
the elections and plans to have himself inaugurated as “The People’s President” in charge of “The 
People’s Assembly” on Tuesday, January 30, in a big park in the center of Nairobi. The government 
has denied this group a permit for using the park and vowed to arrest anyone who takes part and try 
them for treason. This obviously is not a happy scenario. This is the third time a date has been set for 
this inauguration, and the opposition leader has previously backed down, but this time he sounds 
serious and this is the closest we’ve gotten to a declared date without him backing down. He has 
vowed that Kenya will go up in flames. Please pray that calm heads will prevail. 

In Him, Carolyn 

PS: I’m rooting for the Patriots next weekend! I’ve tried to get the boys interested in American 
football, but they’re not falling for it! 

 

Our Church Family 

In Memoriam 

William Harrison Chadwick, 90, recently of Apalachin, died November 16, 2017. He is survived by 
his wife L. Evelyn Chadwick, three sons Andrew, David, and Peter, and his beloved grandchildren. 

 

Jane Elizabeth Larrabee Williams, 100, died November 18, 2017, at VNA Hospice in Vero Beach, 
Florida. She was born January 29, 1917, in Binghamton, the daughter of H. Chester Larrabee, Jr., and 
Julia Gladys Redding. She attended Binghamton schools and graduated from Ridley Lowell Institute. 

A long-time member of First Presbyterian Church of Binghamton, Jane was the first woman to be 
ordained a Deacon at First, and was also an ordained Elder, Trustee, and past President of their 
Women’s Association. 

Jane was very active in the community. She served as the Executive Director of Broome County 
Planned Parenthood for 19 years and was presented with both the Margaret Sanger Award and Jane 
Clair Award for outstanding achievement. She also served the Broome County United Way, 
Roberson Museum, Treasurer and Golden Member of the Monday Afternoon club, Binghamton 
Garden Club, past President of Jaycees, past President and Honorary Lifetime Member of the 
Nimmonsburg PTA, Emeritus Member of the Junior League of Binghamton where she was awarded 
the coveted silver Watrous Bowl for outstanding service. 

After retiring, she spent winters at their home in Vero Beach where she led an active social life 
with family and friends. She was a voracious reader and traveled extensively all over the world. At 
the age of 80, Jane purchased her first computer and taught herself to handle investments and 
arrange travel plans online. After relocating to Indian River Estates in Vero Beach with her husband 
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 in 2005, she became active as a volunteer with their sales staff, giving tours of the facility to 
prospective residents, served as Treasurer of their Chaplain’s Fund, hospitality hostess in the dining 
room, and was named “Athlete of the Month” for her tenacity and endurance in the workout room! 
In 2016, she received the Distinguished Service Award in recognition of her caring service to Indian 
River Estates residents and staff. She rode her stationary bicycle every day (while reading her Bible), 
walked the pathways, stopped to smell the roses, watched for the first robin every Spring, and 
admired the sunsets. Above all, she loved and cared for her family—so much so that her two children 
purchased homes in Vero Beach so that her grandchildren and great-grandchildren were able to 
spend more time with her there.  

She was predeceased by her loving husband of 67 years, Robert Tuckley Williams, in 2005, and her 
daughter-in-law of 40 years, Bette Hill Williams, in 2008. She is survived by her son Stuart & Suzi 
[Williamson] Williams (Vero Beach & Colorado); her daughter Nancy & Robert Walter (Vero Beach & 
Binghamton); grandchildren: Stuart, Jr. & Jacqueline [Noades] Williams (London, UK), Robert, Jr. & 
Jacqueline [Reese] Walter (Sunrise, FL), Kimberly [Walter] & Benjamin Urich (San Diego); Tuckley 
Williams (Los Angeles); five great-grandchildren: Thomas, Daniel, & Annabel Williams (London, 
UK), London & Larrabee Williams (Los Angeles); and nieces Carol Thompson, Alexis and Molly 
Phillips. 

Those wishing may make memorial contributions to The United Presbyterian Church of 
Binghamton; Family Planning of South Central New York, 117 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY 
13901; or to a charity of their choice. 

Jane was a revered example of maternal nurture, generosity, graciousness, wisdom, humor, 
selflessness and quiet dignity—she was deeply loved and will be greatly missed. 

 

Douglas Geiser, 81, of Binghamton and Naples, Florida, passed away at Binghamton General 
Hospital on Thursday, December 14, 2017, after a courageous battle with leukemia. He was born in 
Binghamton on May 30, 1936, the son of the late W. Harold and Louise Geiser. Doug graduated from 
Colgate University in 1958. He was a member of Theta Chi fraternity and business manager for the 
Colgate Men’s Glee Club from 1957 to 1958. Upon graduating he entered the United States National 
Guard. He was the CEO of Binghamton Hardware and HVAC Supply, a wholesale heating and air 
conditioning supply house. He was a member of the Binghamton Club, Binghamton Country Club, 
and the Vanderbilt Country Club in Naples, FL. Doug was a former trustee of the former First 
Presbyterian Church. He was a member of the Kalurah Shrine-Blue Lodge #177. He was a Past 
President and life member of the Binghamton Sertoma Club. He was also a Past President of the 
Binghamton Boys and Girls Club. Doug was President of Berger Brothers Company, a manufacturing 
company in Feasterville, PA, of roof drainage products.  

He is also predeceased by his brother, Allen Geiser. Doug is survived by his loving and devoted 
wife of 45 years, Barbara Geiser; his sons Philip Geiser & fiancée Heather Schmouder, and Andrew & 
Hollee Geiser; his four precious grandchildren Claudia, Jaida, Emma, & Carson Geiser; his brother 
Robert Geiser; and several nieces and nephews.  

Expressions of sympathy in Doug’s memory may be made to the Binghamton Boys and Girls Club, 
90 Clinton Street, Binghamton, NY, 13905, and the Binghamton Noon Sertoma Club. 

Doug was a man who loved his sons and was proud of their accomplishments as men. It is natural 
to love your sons, but it is great when your sons love you. 
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Jeane L. Diesenberg, 95, passed away peacefully on Sunday, January 21, 2018. Jeane was a resident 
director of the YWCA starting in 1965 and continued for well over 20 years. She was on the board of 
directors of the Broome County Council on Alcoholism and a deacon at West Presbyterian Church. 
She was also a member of the Interfaith Action Committee and the social workers advisory 
committee to Planned Parenthood of Broome County. She was a Girl Scout Leader for several years. 
Jeane enjoyed photography, gardening, playing cards and collecting miniatures. She was 
predeceased by her parents Clinton and Wellma Martin; husband Valentine Diesenberg; sister Ellen 
Small; and brother William Martin. She is survived by her sister Blanche McEwan and many loving 
nieces and nephews. Her family will remember her for always being a very gracious hostess and will 
dearly miss her. 

Anniversary Celebrations, November 2017 
On November 19, 2017,  
we celebrated the 200th 
anniversary of Presbyterians 
in Binghamton and the 5th 
anniversary of the founding 
of The United Presbyterian 
Church of Binghamton. 
Time capsules from First 
and West Presbyterian 
Churches were opened. 

The time capsules contained a variety of 
items, including: 

 Church directories, calendars, and a 
commemorative mug 

 Materials from Ross Perot’s 1992 
presidential campaign 

 A 1999 issue of Newsweek describing the 
new “Tweens” demographic 

 A “Soccer Barbie” doll in the spirit of 
olympic athlete Mia Hamm. 

     

See more anniversary photos in our Google album: https://photos.app.goo.gl/2VlbWb3ps6IRrHYW2 
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 All-Church Retreat 

Friday, November 3, through Sunday, November 5, we held an all-church retreat at the Stony Point 
Conference Center in southeastern New York. We had a very fulfilling time, blessed with beautiful 
weather for the first weekend of November. Stony Point’s multi-faith hospitality was a place to get 
away from usual pursuits for a weekend. We walked, meditated, and prayed, based on the theme 
“Bread for the Journey,” planned by Pastor Becky. We threw pottery, not quite literally, under the 
guidance of potter Suzie Northrop Raboy (she made it look so easy!) in the art center that several of 
us helped to build. We ate whole-grain homemade bread and very fresh food prepared from Stony 
Point’s abundant garden. (And ate snacks and drank juice and wine while gaming and conversing.) 
Pastor Kimberly led us in worship with communion to close the retreat. The time away was very 
refreshing, a truly “thin” place to experience spiritual blessings. We greatly look forward to our next 
retreat. 

Save the date! This year’s retreat is scheduled for suppertime on Friday, October 12, through lunch 
on Sunday, October 14. This beautiful spot, in the midst of glorious fall color, is ideal for meditation, 
walking the labyrinth, eating fresh from the garden, discussing our challenges and opportunities and 
just plain fun. There is the possibility that Rick Ufford-Chase will join us on Saturday and that a 
cruise on the Hudson can be scheduled. Keep tuned and save the date. 

  

  

See more retreat photos in our Google album: https://photos.app.goo.gl/vLPWkeeXmFuinWzq1 
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Advent and Christmas 
We had a decorating party on Saturday, December 2. Many hands worked together to make fast fun 
of transforming our sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. We were cheered by snacks to eat and 
carols to sing. 

     

   

On Sunday, December 24, we 
celebrated Christ’s birth in worship 
at 4:00pm. Close to 180 people joined 
in a service of carols and candlelight 
which included scriptures, poetry, 
music, and sharing of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

 

 

 

See more photos from Advent and 
Christmas in our Google album:  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/i3z3EMUjLB1Adho03 
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 Lent and Easter 
The season of Lent is a time of prayer, spiritual discipline, and self-examination in preparation for 
celebrating the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. What we hear during Lent is the power and 
possibility of God’s grace: the offer of salvation and new life through our faith and discipleship. 

Worship with Us 

Ash Wednesday, February 14, 12:30pm and 5:30pm: We begin the season of Lent with ashes and 
dust—realizing the limits of human life, and our need for each other and for God’s grace because we 
cannot do or be or manage everything. We will offer a worship service and a chance for reflection at 
12:30pm and at 5:30pm, both in the sanctuary. Whether you come for anointing or ashes or reflect 
privately at home, we invite you to prayerfully remember the grief and the promise of “ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust. All of us go down to the dust, yet even at the grave we make our song…” 

Sunday morning worship, 10am: During Lenten worship this year, we’re going to be focusing on 
stories of covenants and communities in the Hebrew Bible, to better understand what Jesus meant to 
his first followers, and to think differently about how we are to live out our calling today. So we’ll tell 
again the stories of Noah and Abram, Moses and David, and look at God’s faithfulness and human 
response through the ages. 

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25, 10am: We will begin our worship with our traditional Palm Sunday 
parade around the sanctuary at 10:00, then gather at the Lord’s Table and remember his passion in 
preparation for Holy Week. From glory to the grave, we remember... 

Maundy Thursday, March 29, 5:30pm: We will gather in the library lounge for a service of quiet 
contemplation and communion, as we remember the Lord's death in preparation for his resurrection 
on Easter Sunday. 

Easter/Resurrection Sunday, April 1, 10am: Risen indeed! We will celebrate the feast of the 
resurrection with brass and cymbal and song as we gather at the table and remember that when all 
hope was lost, God brought a new beginning. From the grave to glory, we proclaim him Lord! 

Monday Evening Book Study—April 16, 23, and 30, 6:15–7:30pm  
A New Kind of Christianity: Ten Questions That Are Transforming the Faith  
by Brian D. McLaren 

Brian D. McLaren, a leading voice in Convergence Christianity, examines 
ten pressing questions facing the church and its members. Referring 
throughout to matters of the world and the Word alike, McLaren shows how 
believers can bring their beliefs and commitments to bear as they shape the 
church of the future. He helps readers find a biblical basis for their ruminations 
on the guidance of the church regarding topics such as violent conflict, human 
sexuality, and appropriate interaction with people from other faith traditions. 
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Lenten Movie Series 
Sundays during Lent, 12–2pm 

Join us for fellowship and conversation around a series of interesting topics. After worship we will 
gather for a light lunch, then we’ll watch a movie and engage in some lively discussion. No previous 
knowledge necessary, all are welcome. 

 

Milk    February 18 

“Never blend in.” In 1978, Harvey Milk, who was the first openly gay person to 
be elected to public office in California, was assassinated along with San 
Francisco mayor George Moscone. The killer, Dan White, had, like Milk, been a 
member of the city’s Board of Supervisors. As well as telling the story of the 
crime and subsequent trial, Gus Van Sant’s 2008 biopic uses his subject’s life as a 
vehicle for exploring the fight for gay rights in America during Milk’s lifetime. 

 

Hidden Figures    February 25 

“Genius has no race. Strength has no gender. Courage has no limit. Meet the 
women you don’t know behind the story you do.” This critically acclaimed 2016 
film tells the story of the careers of Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and 
Mary Jackson, three African American mathematicians whose work behind the 
scenes played a crucial role in the success of NASA during the golden age of 
spaceflight. 

 

 

13th    March 4 

“From slave to criminal with one amendment.” The Thirteenth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution abolished slavery and indentured servitude—except for 
those convicted of crimes. That loophole opened the way for massive abuses of 
the American judicial system and for the rise of the prison-industrial complex. 
Ava DuVernay makes clear in this chilling documentary that American 
politicians (on both sides of the aisle) and businesspeople have been profiting 
from the continuation of slavery under the auspices of “public safety” since the 

end of the Civil War. Generations of families, whole neighborhoods, and large swaths of the U.S. 
population have suffered as a result. 
 

Silence    March 11 

“Sometimes silence is the deadliest sound.” In seventeenth-century Japan, the 
practice of Christianity was forbidden. In his 2016 period drama, Martin Scorsese 
takes us onto a battleground of faith in which samurais took the role of 
inquisitors. The film’s protagonists are Portuguese and Italian Jesuits who 
underwent unspeakable trials and later struggled to make peace with their 
actions and speech under torture. 
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 News from Session 
Highlights from Session by Cynthia Burger, Clerk of Session 
The members of Session have taken the following actions in recent months: 

 Voted to require a Facility Use Request form from any person or group that wishes to use the 
building; 

 Decided to request every UPC Team to submit a quarterly estimate of projects planned and 
funding needed, if any; 

 Voted to receive Cathy Ciganek as a new member; 

 Concurred with Overture 006 from Hudson River Presbytery, On Directing the Board of Pensions and 
the Foundation to Divest from Fossil Fuel, and shall request the Cabinet of the Presbytery of 
Susquehanna Valley to concur; 

 Voted to partner with Southern Tier Solar Works to assist with outreach regarding REVitalize 
Binghamton, which seeks to provide access to solar energy for low and moderate income residents; 

 Granted $18,000 to the Binghamton Regional Sustainability Coalition for a market analysis and 
business plan for the Many Hands Food Cooperative to establish a grocery store on the north side 
of Binghamton; 

 Created a “Deacons’ Ministry” and directed the Nominating Committee to solicit people to serve; 

 Accepted with regret David Ruston’s resignation from Session, and directed the Nominating 
Committee to propose his replacement at the annual meeting; 

 Selected Sunday, February 11, following worship for the Annual Congregational Meeting 
(Finances) with a potluck luncheon; and 

 Adopted the budget for 2018 to present to the congregation at the annual meeting. 

Welcome New Staff 

We are pleased to announce the recent addition of two new employees joining our UPC staff. 

Ebony L. Jackson is our Office Manager and provides support to Pastor 
Kimberly, Pastor Becky, and the Clerk of Session. Her responsibilities include 
record keeping, scheduling, and providing routine office support for church 
activities and programs, in a 30-hour workweek. 

Ebony is an ARMY kid and enjoyed living in Germany as a child. She also 
spent some years living farther upstate in Watertown, NY. Ebony has been a 
Northside resident since 1997 and is a mom of 4, two boys and two girls. Ebony 
graduated from Binghamton High School and then went on to Davis College to 
get an Associate’s degree in Bible and Theology. She expects to graduate in 2019 
with her Bachelor’s degree in Religious Education with a concentration in Christian Counseling. 
Ebony has worked at many local people-helping agencies and with at-risk youth and families for 15+ 
years. She serves on the steering committees of several local organizations, and chairs the Progressive 
Leaders of Tomorrow (PLOT) for Citizen Action. Ebony is excited to be working directly in the 
downtown area. She loves to cook for her big extended family and travel with friends. Ebony says: “If 
anyone speaks German, stop by and have a conversation!” 
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Katie Kukol is our Community Meal Coordinator. Her responsibilities include 
coordinating the weekly community meals and managing the safety and 
efficiency of the kitchen, while facilitating cooperation and communication 
among the volunteer teams who staff the meals. 

A lifetime resident of the Southern Tier, Katie lives in Endwell with her 
husband Jason and three children, Matthew, Nathan, and Marlee. She is a 
graduate of SUNY Broome and owns a local bridal consignment boutique. Her 
background includes work in event management and as a food and beverage 
manager, with over 20 years of customer service experience. Katie has worked 

with local non-profit agencies for women who have experienced domestic violence, and has done 
various charity events. She loves to vacation in Florida. Katie is looking forward to working with 
everyone that helps organize the weekly community meal. Katie says: “It is because of all the 
volunteers that UPC has such a great success in providing the community with our weekly dinner. 
My goal as the Community Meal Coordinator is to provide the members of our community with a 
nourishing, well-balanced meal each week.” 

Also, a change in staffing: Music Coordinator Becky Mebert will be taking some medical leave this 
winter. During Becky’s absence, Aimee Backus, who has been the alto section leader in the choir, will 
serve as Interim Choir Director, and UPC member Andy Chadwick will be our substitute 
accompanist. 

News from Our Presbytery  

New Co–Stated Clerks: Effective January 1, 2018, our 
presbytery now has two people sharing the position of 
Stated Clerk: Ruling Elder Chris Burger and Pastor Becky 
Kindig, both of whom are from UPC. Our presbytery is the 
first one in the PC(USA) to have two people share the 
Stated Clerk position as equal Co–Stated Clerks (there are 
other presbyteries with a Stated Clerk and an Assistant or 
Deputy Stated Clerk). 

 

New Officers (to be installed on February 24, 2018): 

 Chair of Cabinet: George Budine (Ruling Elder, 
Endwell/Northminster; Commissioned Lay Pastor, 
Nichols) 

 Moderator: Robert Peak (Minister of Word and 
Sacrament, Johnson City) 

 Vice-Moderator: Glenna Coutts (Ruling Elder, Johnson City) 

 

New pastor: Northminster Presbyterian Church (Endwell) is pleased to welcome their newly called 
pastor, Rev. Rachel Helgeson, who began her ministry at Northminster on January 23. Rachel 
previously served as the Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon, IL, following an 
ordained Lilly Pastoral Residency at First Presbyterian Church of Dallas, TX. While she has learned to 

Chris and Becky were installed to the position 
of Co–Stated Clerks at the November 2017 

presbytery assembly meeting at  
Cincinnatus Presbyterian Church. 
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 appreciate both Southern hospitality and Midwestern grit, she is looking forward to returning to the 
rhythm of the East Coast. Rachel and her family—husband Chris, kids Sophie and Isaac, and their cat 
Lizzy—are excited to be joining the mission and ministry of Northminster. 

 

Change in presbytery boundaries: At the November assembly, at the request of the congregation of 
the Valley United Church, the presbytery approved an overture to the Synod of the Northeast to 
redefine the boundaries of our presbytery and synod to exclude the Town of Waverly, New York, 
which would be transferred to the Lackawanna Presbytery and the Synod of the Trinity. 

Valley United was formed several years ago through the merger of three churches: Waverly NY, 
Sayre PA, and Athens PA. As a result, the newly created church was a member of both presbyteries 
and both synods. After a period of discernment, the congregation determined that they are more 
closely affiliated with Lackawanna Presbytery. 

The overture we approved is identical to one sent to the Synod of the Trinity by Lackawanna 
Presbytery. Once both synods ratify the overture, it will go to the PC(USA)’s national General 
Assembly meeting in June for final approval.  

 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Preparing for Marriage: CJ & Katie; Harley & Jack; 
Jeffrey & Christy 

Celebrating New Life! Jackson Titus Seman (b. 1/9/18); 
Gabriel Ian Joseph Hickey (b. 1/11/18) 

Healing: Gary Ayres; Tony Diagostino (Barbara Rocke’s 
fiancé); Marie Hepworth; Becky Mebert; Dean Ogden; 
Kathy Preston; Dave Ruston; all those with colds & flu in 
this season 

Hospice: Marjorie Emma 

Grieving—Friends & Family of: Harrison Chadwick, 
Jeane Diesenberg, Carolyn “Shaka” Favor (Eugene’s 
mother), Doug Geiser, Lorraine Mehal, Jane Williams 

Living with Cancer: Arthur, Bill, Beverly, BJ, Alice 
Brooks, Brian, Bruce, John Cairns, Suzanne Clark, Diane, 
Sean Donohue, Dorothy, Linda F., Jen Edwards, Esteny, 
Laurie’s mom, Ezra, Frank, Jim Galuhn, Rev. John 
Goodell, Dave Hickey, Janet, Jeanie, Jenni, Jim, John, 
Margaret Johnson, Josh, Karen, Joyce LaRose, Larry, 
Sandy Lewellyn, Maryse, Mac McCall, Becky Mebert, 
Dean Ogden, Pam, Tom Rossi, Shelly, Walter, Muriel 
Williams, Zoé 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bob Auchinachie, Joan 
Bomboy, Jack Budd, Gail Covert, Helen Flack, Doris 
Folejewski, Fred Hickling, Susan Mitchell, Kristie Palmer, 
Char Smith, Ben Swan, Richard Ward, Sandy Warner 

 

 

Ongoing: Brian, Grace Davidson, Dianne 
Henry, Jeffrey, Pastor Becky, Larry, Audrey 
Micha, Penny, Jim Spencer 
 

Other Concerns: 

Dominique, prospective exchange student 
from Germany seeking a host family 

For those who have made New Year’s 
resolutions: the challenge of living up to 
goals 

For teachers and students, particularly 
those nearing graduation as they grapple 
with decisions about continuing their 
education, entering the workforce, or 
whatever comes next 

For the leadership of our nation 

For communities affected by climate 
change and for relief from natural 
calamities 

For peace and an end to violence 

Prayers we don’t have the words to express 
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Upcoming Birthdays 
February 
1 Sarah Chadwick 
3  Bob Walter 
5 Nancy Brown 
6 Melissa Lewis 
8 William Westcott 
10 Betsy Aswad 
12 Mark Rog 
13 Nathan Berti 
14 Peter Westcott 

Pastor Kimberly 
16 Kim Walter 
18 Jennie McKeage 
22 Sarah Griffiths 

Colin Kilpatrick 
Barth Mulford 

26 Ron Glowacki 
27 Ruth Resseguie 

Aaron Whitney 

March  
4 Ellen Hancock Berti 
5 Dick Bartholomew 
7 Suzie Northrop Raboy 

Maida Thomas 
Matthew Walker 

8 Becky Mebert 
Bill Sands 

12 Chelsea Hill 
13 Scott Kindig 
15 Barbara Rocke 

Tom Rossi 
17 Andrew Berti 

Marne Ward 
25 Ann Cobb 
26 James Ludwig  
28 Erik Joh 
29 Joseph Peckham 

April  
1 Grace Zbrzezny 
2 Matt Livingston  
6 Karin Hoover  
7 Chloe Brauer 

Meghan Menges 
8 Kathy Kopp 
9 Laurie Erbstoesser 
14 Janet Hoover 

Amy Mahardy 
20 Angela Garcia-Meade 
21 Suzanne Ogden  

Dominic Patinka-Ruston 
James Stehli 

22 Maria Kutz 
23 Richard Aswad 
24 Pastor Becky 
26 Greg Patinka 

Maureen Njoki 
Nancy Shumeyko 

28 James Menges 

 

Lectionary Readings 
 
February 11, 2018 
2 Kings 2:1–12 
Psalm 50:1–6 
2 Corinthians 4:3–6 
Mark 9:2–9 
 

Season of Lent 
February 18, 2018 
Jeremiah 31:31–34 
Psalm 51:1–12 or Psalm 119:9–16 
Hebrews 5:5–10 
John 12:20–33 
 

February 25, 2018 
Genesis 9:8–17 
Psalm 25:1–10 
1 Peter 3:18–22 
Mark 1:9–15 
 

March 4, 2018 
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 
Psalm 22:23–31 
Romans 4:13–25 
Mark 8:31–38 or Mark 9:2–9 

March 11, 2018 
Exodus 20:1–17 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:18–25 
John 2:13–22 
 
March 18, 2018 
Numbers 21:4–9 
Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22 
Ephesians 2:1–10 
John 3:14–21 
 
March 25, 2018 
Liturgy of Palms 
Mark 11:1–11 or John 12:12–16 
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 
Liturgy of Passion 
Isaiah 50:4–9a 
Psalm 31:9–16 
Philippians 2:5–11 
Mark 14:1—15:47 or  
     Mark 15:1–39, (40–47) 

Season of Eastertide 
April 1, 2018 
Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 25:6–9 
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 
1 Corinthians 15:1–11 or Acts 10:34–43 
John 20:1–8 or Mark 16:1–8 
 

April 8, 2018 
Acts 4:32–35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1:1—2:2 
John 20:19–31 
 

April 15, 2018 
Acts 3:12–19 
Psalm 4 
1 John 3:1–7 
Luke 24:36b–48 
 

April 22, 2018 
Acts 4:5–12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3:16–24 
John 10:11–18 
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Sunday, February 11: 

Annual Meeting, Part 1 and Potluck Luncheon 
 

We will have a potluck luncheon after worship on Sunday, February 11, and hold 

the “financial part” of our annual meeting, to undertake business proper to the 

financial well-being of the congregation. We will review the financial picture of 

2017, seek to understand the budget for 2018, and establish the pastors’ terms of call 

for 2018. 

The other business proper to the annual congregational meeting, including 

program reports and election of ruling elders, will be conducted at our June 

meeting. 

Plan to bring a dish to share, and stay as we continue to plan for our future 

together! Desserts will be provided, courtesy of the Chadwick family’s annual 

“Chocolate Extravaganza” tradition in celebration of Valentine’s Day. 


