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Church Directory updates
We are updating our church family & friends directory. If you have any information that needs to be
changed or added — address, home phone, mobile phone, email address — or if you’d like to add or
change your photo, please send the information to the church office (office@upcbgm.org).
Deadline: Sunday, February 26.
Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.

1. Pastor’s Ponderings
Dear Ones,
This week at the clergywomen's lectionary breakfast, Pastor Becky and I
were part of a conversation about living in community. We all shared the
vision we have of a world where everyone had food, and shelter, and
healthcare, and the clothes they need, where no one was lonely or afraid,
where everyone knew that they were valued members of a community. It
was clear to all of us that this is the world that Jesus called the Kingdom of
God; it took a little longer for us to realize that it is a deeply political vision. Becky recalled a time
from her childhood when she and some friends imagined how it could be; an adult stopped their
young visions by saying: “That’s communism.”
The conversation shifted, but I kept on thinking: this is what we are called to work for, to pray for, to
dream about and to bring to our communities through our life together. The book of Acts gives us a
description (probably idealized) of the earliest church: “All who believed were together and held all
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as
any had need.” (Acts 2:45)
We are entering a new time in the life of our country and in the Christian faith. More and more,
Christians will be challenged to live and practice the values of God's reign — to live in the kingdom
of God — as the world seems to be moving farther and farther from those values. We need to practice
kindness — and sharing — and compassion — and love — to build up our community, and to
welcome all who are left behind in our world today.
So the conversation in our life together for the rest of the Epiphany season and the season of Lent will
be about building up community — working, praying, eating, and sharing together, so that we have
strength for the journey.
I invite everyone to seek opportunities to deepen your relationship to Christ and to his body, the
church. If you haven't found a place on a team or in a study group, talk to one of the pastors about
where you might fit in. If you have a passion for a particular kind of service, and it hasn't taken shape
in the congregation, let us know what your vision is. We can build a community that carries the
message of love to everyone who comes through the doors, and that nourishes each of us so that we
carry that message wherever we go.
As we continue to seek his will and to live by his call to love, we will almost certainly run into people
who will call us crazy, or communist, or unpatriotic, or “sad”. But as we live in the light of Christ, we
will know how to answer and when to keep moving forward toward his glory, by his grace.
Grace and Peace, Pastor Kimberly
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2. Associate Pastor’s Letter
Epiphany Star Gifts
Epiphany is the celebration of God’s presence breaking through to shine as
a light in the darkness. This year we introduced the tradition of Star Gifts,
sometimes known as Star Words.
We passed around paper stars in worship on Sunday, January 1, to recall
the star that guided the wise men to baby Jesus. Each star had a different
word on it. Everyone was encouraged to take a star without looking at the
word, which is now your individual gift from God. You were invited to take this star gift home with
you and put it on your refrigerator, tape it to your computer screen, put it next to your bed, or
anywhere you will see the star and reflect on the word every day to ponder this word and what God
is calling you to learn from it for the coming year.
People in congregations who engage in this Epiphany activity find great meaning in the practice and
allow it to speak to their hearts. It is amazing how each word tends to be perfect for each recipient.
Sometimes people know right away why their word is significant and how God is speaking to them
through that word. Sometimes the meaning is revealed to
people more slowly.
This has been true here at UPC. I have greatly enjoyed
hearing from many of you about your star word. Some of you
knew right away what your word meant for you. Some of you
are intrigued and looking forward to God slowly revealing
what this word will mean for you this year. My Star Word is
“compassion”. And while compassion is a good part of a
pastor’s job, I am enjoying taking time every day to pay
attention to how God is calling me to understand this word
better and find new ways of showing compassion to others.
I would love to continue to hear from all of you about your
star words and what you are learning from the experience. If
you did not get a star and would like one, they are still
available in the church office and will be out on Sundays. If
you cannot get to church, we would be happy to prayerfully
pick one and bring it to you or send it to you in the mail. Just
let us know!
May the light of Epiphany continue to shine into our lives.
Peace! ~Pastor Becky
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3. Music Notes
by Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator
This fall, we’ve begun a journey of sorts as we start to develop and experience
the musical resources that are coming to be part of our congregational worship.
The service music for the January 15, 2017 service was all about starting new:
being an inspiration to our congregation, our community, to our worlds,
wherever we go. That is what this music journey is to me and to the growing
number of people contributing to our worship each Sunday morning.
Music comes from different spaces in the sanctuary: balcony, aisles, platform. It comes from piano,
organ, flutes, saxophone, trombone, drums, chimes, bells, and vocalists — single, duet, trio, full choir.
Children are learning to be music leaders; they are naturally full of joy! People of all ages want to
offer their gifts, realized and unrealized, and are joining in to be a part of leading worship in our
space. Some are new to us and others have been in the music program for years. Music readers and
music followers are all participating. Where once there had been hesitancy over what it means to be a
part of a program that is joyful, inclusive, and worshipful, that hesitancy has all but disappeared.
Christmas Eve was a high point of our church year. Ensembles, duets, traditional and jazz genre
created a joyful feeling as we celebrated Jesus’ birth and everything it symbolizes to us as a
community of faith in our human experience.
The main theme I have heard is that we are always open to ideas. We invite people to feel included
but not trapped in a mold. The internet, with its resources, assists people who learn by listening to
join in along with music readers. Creating a good quality music program takes on a whole new
meaning when we say, “why not?” We invite you to learn more ways of making music in this year.
You are welcome. Auditioning not a requirement. Enthusiastic, playful, and joyful contributions are.
Contact me at music@upcbgm.org or talk to me on Sunday after worship at 10.

Bronzissimo! Handbell Choir Concert
On Sunday, December 11, we were delighted to host Bronzissimo! Community Handbell Choir’s
winter concert. Under the direction of Claire Bombard, the choir presented a program of sacred and
secular tunes, played on five octaves of
Schulmerich handbells and four octaves of
Malmark handchimes. The opening processional
featured one octave of UPC’s own Malmark
handbells chained together into a “bell tree,”
which can be seen near center stage in this photo.
The bell tree was played by a single choir member
using a mallet. Despite the inclement weather, the
concert was relatively well-attended and was
enjoyed by all.
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4. Opportunities for Service
Foodbank/UPC’s Mobile Pantry Distribution
Friday, February 3, 8:30am–11:00am
Note the change in time and day: In 2017, we will host the Mobile Food Pantry on the first Friday of the
month at 9:30 a.m., four times a year.
Job Descriptions


Welcome Team/Lead Guests: Set up coffee, open sanctuary for seating, instruct guests about the
process, call numbers, and lead guests to distribution line.



Distributors: Work with Foodbank staff to set up tables, create portions, and distribute food items.
STRENGTH AND STAMINA NEEDED; DRESS APPROPRIATELY FOR WEATHER. 9:00am to
11:00am

Contact the office if you are interested in helping. 722-4219, office@upcbgm.org, or send us a message on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton
The Mobile Food Pantry has been a mission of our congregation for more than three years. See for
yourself the work that we’ve done with this mission: https://goo.gl/photos/CkDKgeQ8buBtmX8S9

The Mobile Food Pantry trucks were here at UPC to distribute
food on Wednesday, November 22, the day before
Thanksgiving. In addition to the food distribution, a nutrition
workshop was offered by the Food Bank’s “Just Say Yes to
Fruits and Veggies” program which is sponsored by the NYS
Department of Health. Since it was a school holiday as well, we
offered a kids’ program with coloring sheets and crafts. Big
thanks to Delores Wisdom for organizing the kids’ program,
and to Maine-Endwell High School’s Key Club, who sent us
several volunteers to help with the food distribution and the
kids’ program.
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Sewing Group
Wednesdays, 9am to 12 noon
The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on 2nd
floor. Anyone interested in encouraged to join them on Wednesday
mornings starting at 9am. Bring a sandwich to enjoy lunch during
fellowship at 12 noon. No special sewing skills are needed for
cutting squares, design layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for
lunch, or heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand hemming
skills are a plus.
This fall, the Sewing Group worked diligently to make more than a
dozen quilts for our Christmas mission giving, which were dedicated in worship on November 20.
Pictured here are members of the Sewing Group, with quilts ready to gift: (left to right) Jean Hill, Ann
Cobb, Reeta Hayes, Janet Hoover, and Marie Hepworth.

Community Meal program
Tuesdays, 4:30–6:30pm
Every Tuesday from 5:00pm to 6:00pm, we serve a community meal that is free to all. We continue to be
blessed with an extraordinary number of volunteers who plan, prepare, and serve the meal. The meal
usually consists of a vegetable, salad, entree, dessert, and a choice of beverage. The team leaders plan and
cook the meal and purchase the necessary food and supplies. With the aid of talented volunteers working
together, a meal is served to approximately 400 to 500 community members each month.
We are always looking for more servers and clean-up crew, any and every Tuesday, 4:30–6:30pm. Contact
our Community Meal Coordinator, Wayne Wint, for more information on ways you can help.
E-mail: meal@upcbgm.org

Care & Share Distribution Project
2nd Wednesday of every month, 9:30am to 12:30pm
WHERE: Library Lounge
TIME: 9:30am (place orders)
10:30am (distribution starts)
All hands welcome!
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5. Mission and Outreach
UPC’s Fresh Start program
Our Fresh Start program has been very active in 2016, and we have employed 11 people who have been
formerly incarcerated; in total, these employees provided more than 2,200 hours of labor to our church.
Participants also are required to attend a peer support group in which they are able to discuss
employment challenges as well as other reentry challenges. We have also utilized the Fresh Start positions
to provide volunteer opportunities for individuals meeting court-ordered required community service.
A new aspect of our Fresh Start program this year: We now offer micro-loans to people who are in
housing transition, providing funds for them to make their security deposits when they begin a new lease.
The micro-loans are then paid back in small increments, for example $5 or $10 per week, and loan
recipients can also volunteer service hours to reduce their loan balance.

Water Protectors witness trip and prayer service
Late in October, Pastor Kimberly joined a vanload of Christian leaders to answer the call from the Lakota,
Nakota, and Dakota nations to come to Standing Rock, North Dakota. The call was to religious leaders to
stand with the “Water Protectors” who are attempting to keep their sacred lands intact against the Dakota
Access Pipeline, which will cut across lands never ceded by treaty and threaten the water supply of
everyone who draws from the Cannonball and Missouri Rivers.
As part of this witness, Kimberly and the cohort she traveled with joined with other Christian
denominations in repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery, and a copy of it was burned. They joined in
prayer with the indigenous people around the sacred fire, then processed to the bridge that has been a
focus for conflict since last summer, and communion was celebrated there.
While there, Pastor Kimberly discovered two other friends from Binghamton who had not traveled
together and did not know the others were going: Gary Doupe, retired
UMC pastor, Douglas Taylor, minister at the Unitarian Universalist
church. It was fun to share a spiritual experience far from home, and
when they came back they decided to invite the community to join in
prayer for the efforts at Standing Rock.
On December 4, about 50 people gathered to sing, to pray, to light
candles, and to lift up the Water Protectors and the water that is life in
our world. It was a beautiful and peaceful interfaith service; we were
joined by Rabbi Goldman-Wartell to broaden our witness.
Now after a series of victories, the efforts of the Water Protectors are
under threat. While preparing this newsletter, we have learned that
President Trump has signed an executive order to move quickly to
approve the pipeline. Prayers and actions are still needed, and we invite
you to join us in lifting up the problem and the people who are working
to save these sacred lands.
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Community Engagement Task Force
The “Toxic Charity” book study group has been challenged to consider our UPC mission programs in
view of the book's premises that many well-intentioned mission/charity programs actually create
dependency, rather than changing the lives of the recipients of those programs.
Since the UPC congregation has not reviewed or evaluated our mission programs recently, the Session
created a 2017 Community Engagement Task Force to research our programs as well as community
organizations and needs to determine the general direction of our future mission activities.
If you want to know more about the Task Force, contact Dave Ruston.

6. Our Church Family

Installation Service,
November 20
At a special service of the Presbytery of
Susquehanna Valley held here at UPC on
Sunday, November 20, Pastor Becky was
officially installed as our called Associate
Pastor for Spiritual Formation and
Discipleship.
Pastor Becky has been a member of our staff
since December 2012, serving first as a
Christian Educator and then as a temporary
Stated Supply Pastor, but her official
installation as our Associate Pastor solidifies
her ministry with us in a more permanent
position.
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Making Disciples
In December, David Berti’s grandson Joseph was baptized
here at UPC.
In January, we welcomed our newest member, Kathy
Preston, to our church family.

6a. News from Session
Personnel Notes
It has been 6 months since Jenn Efthymious resigned as our office administrator, and many people are
wondering about where we are in the process of finding permanent staff for the office. We have been on
a long journey of discernment, but we have come up with a model that we believe will best suit our needs
as we become a church for the 21st century. We have created two part-time positions, each with a special
focus, who will help us to cover the range of administrative and communication needs of our
congregation. We will be advertising and interviewing for these positions beginning next week.
The first position is an administrative assistant, who will be responsible for administrative and secretarial
support to the pastors, staff, and Clerk of Session. This will be a person with excellent organizational skills
who will support our general church program in all of its complexity.
The second position is a media and technology specialist, who will be responsible for communication to
the congregation and the world beyond our walls in all of the media available to us, and help us to
diagnose and work through the technological problems that occasionally arise as we move from “wired”
to “wireless. This will be a person with great computer skills, a good eye for design, and the ability to
navigate the world of electronic media.
We look forward to the search and to the discovery as we prepare for the next steps in building our staff
for the future!
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A Request from the Session to the Congregation
It has been proposed that we change our name tag procedure. Why?





There are several different styles so there is no consistent look to them;
Many of them have elastic strings which are all stretched out, making them unattractive to wear
and look unsightly hanging on the racks in the lobby;
Many people don’t even use them;
They convey an “in group” sense to visitors and non-members.

On the other hand, name tags can be helpful to visitors and people new to UPC.
Shall we do something different, such as giving everyone an adhesive name badge to fill out and wear
every Sunday morning? Shall we get rid of them altogether?
Session is looking for ideas and suggestions from the congregation. You can talk to any Session member
or to the pastors, or put your written comments in the offering plate or send them in an email.
Thank you!

6b. Property Management
From the Property Team
Here is an update on 2016 projects:
Our big projects for the year started with another round of
window replacement—getting rid of those nasty winter drafts!
We then did some brick re-pointing to stop leaking water in the
Terrace Room and Lounge. The fall was spent converting our old
pneumatic heat control system with a new multi-thermostat
system to provide more individual room control in an effort to
facilitate better comfort and to manage energy costs better.
We are sure you noticed the plastic protective enclosure covering
the front steps as we focused on getting them repaired before the
bad weather arrived. Another major effort was put into a new
speaker system in the sanctuary as the need to have better clarity
and sound quality was recognized to assist in delivering our
wonderful Sunday morning message. To wrap up, we made a
number of safety changes that included: a firewall in the boiler room, carbon monoxide detectors,
handrail in the choir loft, security sensors, and driveway repairs.
We also signed up for NYSEG Energy Rebates and have proof that our changes over the last couple
of years are starting to pay off! Hooray for us!!
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Tiffany’s Glass Mosaics
We recently granted permission to the Corning
Museum of Glass to photograph the beautiful
Tiffany Mosaics in our sanctuary and narthex.
CMoG sent us a letter expressing their
gratitude, stating: “We are honored to have
these images represented in our forthcoming
publication, and we believe you will be very
pleased with Tiffany’s Glass Mosaics. […] We
will be extrapolating line drawings from select
images that our team captured while on
location. These line drawings will then be
compiled into a coloring book, which will be
sold in our Glass Market. We feel this is a
wonderfully unique way to promote the exhibit
and publication, while simultaneously
educating a broad audience about Tiffany
Mosaics. […] We are excited to share these
amazing images in a fresh, new way, as well as
realistically as they will appear within the main
publication.” What a delight to know that these
lovely images of our church will be featured in
a fine art publication!
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6c. Advent & Christmas
Many hands made for light work when we decorated the church
for the Advent season after morning worship on November 27.
While the adults set up trees and hung the greens, Pastor
Kimberly kept the little ones occupied and entertained.
Thank you to everyone who helped!
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Christmas Eve worship was a wonderful
celebration of the birth of Jesus. We moved our
worship time to 4:00pm, which was very wellreceived. It was good to see so many of you there!
Part of the joy of worship on Christmas Eve was the
music! Many thanks to all who contributed in
leading worship that evening.

After worship, we gathered in the library lounge for
our annual Christmas Tea, hosted by Jean Hill and
Ann Cobb.
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6d. Joys and Concerns

Ongoing
Nikolas Arden, Brian, Grace Davidson,
Denise, Dianne Henry, Larry, Lorraine Mehal,
Audrey Micha, Penny, Jim Spencer,
Duane Swenson
Living with Cancer
Arthur, Bill, BJ, Alice Brooks, Bruce,
John Cairns, Sean Donohue, Jen Edwards,
Esteny, Linda F., Eugene’s mom Carol, Frank,
Dave Hickey, Janet, Jeanie, Jenni, John,
Margaret Johnson, Josh, Karen, Joyce LaRose,
Larry, Maryse, Mac McCall, Pam, Rob, Walter,
Muriel Williams, Zoé
Homebound/Managed Care
Bob Auchinachie, Jack Budd, Gail Covert,
Jeane Diesenberg, Helen Flack, Fred Hickling,
Susan Mitchell, Kristie Palmer, Ben Swan,
Richard Ward, Jane Williams
Grieving
f/f of Avery Gitchell, esp. Sarah, his mother
f/f and community of Elijah Ellis
Holly Red Elk — death of her Papa
f/f of Shirley Roos
f/f of Jill and Jan
Ann Cobb — death of her grandson
Marks family and friends
f/f of Wendy Bailey
f/f of Barbara Hutter
f/f of Maryanne Donnelly
f/f of Martha Budd
f/f of Dennis “Butch” Canfield
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Preparing for Marriage
Autumn & Amanda; Harley & Jack
Expecting a Baby
Keith & Theresa Hessian; Debbie & Matt;
Jenny & Mike Carlozzi; Chris & Meghan
Celebrating a Milestone
Jane Williams — 100th birthday, January 29
Healing
Fred Hickling
Dick Miller — stroke
Greg Patinka — injured hamstrings
Joan Rocke — stroke
Tom Rossi
Hospice — Steve McGonegal
Other Concerns
Healing of the nation
Standing Rock & Water Protectors
Prayers for peace and an end to violence:
Istanbul, Baghdad, Yemen, Syria
Prayers for wisdom, temperance, and
cooperation as our new president &
administration take office

Winter Birthdays
January
6 Susan Kirkland Houser
10 Roger Njoki
11 Elikem Nyamuame
Sandra Warner
18 Shirley Keller
20 Allison Nyamuame
25 Peter Kremer
26 Priscilla Young
27 David Jurena
29 Andy Chadwick
Zack Meade
Carol Rog
Jane Williams
31 Harley Meade
Gloria Westgate

February
1 Sarah Chadwick
2 Jeane Diesenberg
3 Bob Walter
5 Nancy Brown
6 Melissa Lewis
8 William Westcott
10 Betsy Aswad
12 Mark Rog
13 Nathan Berti
14 Peter Westcott
Pastor Kimberly
16 Kim Walter
18 Jennie McKeage
22 Sarah Griffiths
Colin Kilpatrick
Barth Mulford
26 Ron Glowacki
27 Ruth Resseguie
Aaron Whitney
28 Rose Eccleston

March
4 Ellen Hancock Berti
5 Dick Bartholomew
7 Suzie Northrop Raboy
Maida Thomas
Matthew Walker
8 Rebecca Mebert
William Sands
11 David Crocker
12 Chelsea Hill
14 Brooke Charolette Trahan
15 Barbara Rocke
Thomas Rossi
17 Andrew Berti
Marne Ward
21 Margaret Crocker
22 Jean Cummings
25 Ann Cobb
26 James Ludwig
28 Erik Joh
29 Joseph Peckham

Lectionary Readings
February 5, 2017
Isaiah 58:1–9a, (9b–12)
Psalm 112:1–9, (10)
1 Corinthians 2:1–12,
(13–16)
Matthew 5:13–20
February 12, 2017
Deuteronomy 30:15–20
Psalm 119:1–8
1 Corinthians 3:1–9
Matthew 5:21–37
February 19, 2017
Leviticus 19:1–2, 9–18
Psalm 119:33–40
1 Corinthians 3:10–11,
16–23
Matthew 5:38–48

February 26, 2017
Exodus 24:12–18
Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16–21
Matthew 17:1–9

March 19, 2017
Exodus 17:1–7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1–11
John 4:5–42

March 5, 2017
[First Sunday in Lent]
Genesis 2:15–17, 3:1–7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12–19
Matthew 4:1–11

March 26, 2017
1 Samuel 16:1–13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8–14
John 9:1–41

March 12, 2017
Genesis 12:1–4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1–5, 13–17
John 3:1–17 or
Matthew 17:1–9

April 2, 2017
Ezekiel 37:1–14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6–11
John 11:1–45

April 9, 2017
Liturgy of the Palms
Matthew 21:1–11
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4–9a
Psalm 31:9–16
Philemon 2:5–11
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or
Matthew 27:11–54
April 16, 2017
[Easter Sunday]
Acts 10:34–43 or
Jeremiah 31:1–6
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24
Colossians 3:1–4 or
Acts 10:34–43
John 20:1–18 or
Matthew 28:1–10
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Highlights from Session
by Cynthia Burger, Clerk of Session
The members of Session have taken the following actions in recent months:









Discussed whether to do something different regarding name tags or discard them
altogether along with the storage racks in the lobby, and decided to ask the congregation
for input;
Agreed to participate in upcoming Children of Abraham worship/open house events in
the spring and summer;
Agreed to participate in the Preservation Association of the Southern Tier’s “Sacred Sites
Open House” tour on May 21;
Learned that Don Law had left a sizable amount to the church in his will and appointed
a committee to discern how best to utilize the gift;
Accepted an estimate for an electronic sign, to replace the sign board on the front lawn;
Approved the budget for 2017, which will be presented to the congregation on January
29, 2017;
Voted to request the congregation to approve, at the January 29 congregational meeting,
taking a loan to finish the energy efficiency projects for thermostats, lighting, and
windows.

