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1. Pastor’s Ponderings 
Dear Ones, 

As I write this, I am preparing to take a long trip to the United Kingdom. I will fly 
to London and spend a few days with my sister, then we will travel north to 
Scotland and spend a week traveling ever farther north and west until at last I 
arrive on the Hebridean isle of Iona, for a retreat and pilgrimage at one of the 
holiest places in Celtic Christianity. 

In a way, the whole trip is a pilgrimage for me, structured around the holy places 
of the history of Christianity in Britain and around the holy places in my family lore. A friend of mine is 
leaving on the same day to walk the last 100 miles of a more traditional route, the Camino de Santiago in 
Spain. 

So I’ve been thinking a lot about pilgrimage and what it means: the idea that some places are imbued with 
special holiness, are “thin places” for the grace of God, and to visit them or walk among them will open the 

pilgrim to the grace of God in new ways. It’s kind of a 
strange concept for Presbyterians, who believe that “earth’s 
cramm’d with heaven, and every common bush afire with 
God, but only those who see take off their shoes”(Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh). 

And yet, we all have those places, where the heart opens up 
and the mind is set free and the glory of God is both closer at 
hand and infinitely grander than we could have imagined. 
And in both the Camino, and on the holy isle of Iona, people 
have been finding that their lives are transformed because 
they are placing themselves where the saints of God have 
walked for more than a thousand years. 

The holiness is found not only in the devotion of the individual who visits, not only in the rocks and trees 
and water of the place, but in the community that shares the journey, in the inhabitants of the land that 
offer hospitality and friendship to those who come, and in the stories that are shared and treasured across 
time and space. In a world where we talk of spirituality as a private thing, or a chance to be alone with 
God, pilgrimage is a community event, whether you undertake it for private reasons, or simply to bear 
witness with others. 

I hope that I will return renewed and refreshed in faith, with stories to share and with a storehouse of 
encounters with the divine to nourish me on the next phase of our journey. And in the meantime, I want 
to invite all of you to reflect on the journey that we walk together—the holy spaces we encounter, the 
times that we find ourselves open in new ways to the grace of God, and the stories that we can share to 
bear witness to our common pilgrimage. Perhaps even to imagine that you could show off the places you 
travel, so our common witness can grow stronger through shared stories. 

And may God bless each step of the journey. 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Kimberly 
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2. Associate Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings! 

How are your “star words” doing? For those of you who weren’t here or those of 

you who may have been so busy you have forgotten, during worship on New 
Year’s Day I gave out paper stars with a word on each of them. These words are 

our “star words,” and we are using them to help us hear God speak to each of us 
this year. Several of you have shared with me some of your star word stories and 

they are great to hear. Some of you keep your stars on your refrigerator, by your 

bed, or by the phone and look at them and listen for God’s wisdom and pray for 
guidance. Some of you have shared with me that your star word is painful and you have been praying for 

peace or healing around it. Some of you have found validation of your gifts that you share with the 
church and give prayers of thanksgiving. Others of you have still been pondering what your word means 

for you and have been praying for discernment and clarity. I would love to keep hearing these stories. 

My star word sits on my computer keyboard. It is “compassion.” Unlike some 

previous star words I’ve had, this one is taking a little more work and listening 

on my part to figure out where God is leading me. I felt like I already had a good 
handle on being compassionate. It is part of what a pastor does. We intentionally 

look for pain and hurt in the world and are trained in ways to best offer help that 

does not make things worse or make the problem about us. Sometimes that help 
comes from giving advice, serving food, visiting a shut-in, or sharing a hug. 

Sometimes it is providing a listening ear and an understanding shoulder to lean 

on. So I have been contemplating what God is saying through my star word of compassion. And, like 

some of you, I’m not sure I have figured it out.  

I will say that I have noticed that, like many of you, with the current events of the world, I have been 

experiencing some “compassion fatigue.” The situation in Syria is heartbreaking. Reading the stories of 

the refugees fleeing for their lives, seeing the pictures of the people or the pictures of what is left of the 
once-beautiful cities, is so incredibly sad. And I want to help, and have been helping by praying, 

spreading the word, and participating in two emergency meal packing events. But it often seems like it 

isn’t enough. Then there are the other terrorist attacks around the world. France, Turkey, Congo, Iraq, 
Pakistan, Yemen, Canada, and here in the United States, to name just a few. And we offer prayers and we 

call for peace, but it still feels like it isn’t enough. These incidents flood our news feeds and I know that 
there have been days that I wasn’t sure I could take in much more. But I felt that hearing the stories and at 

least sharing them with others as a witness is my job. I have to keep 
looking. But I hear God whispering that while it is important to keep 

looking, sometimes it is just as important to take care of myself and 

take a break. Maybe I need to take some time to hold my baby niece, to 
go for a walk and look at flowers and bird-watch, to look for where joy 

is in the world also. Maybe I need to show some compassion to myself.  

I will keep pondering my star word. I hope you all will too. 

Peace! ~Pastor Becky 
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3. Music Notes 

It’s been such a joy to feature a variety of different musical styles and 
talents in our worship over the past several weeks. We are excited to 
make music with every resource that we have! 

The UPC Choir has presented a broad array of songs, ranging from 
traditional hymns to contemporary praise songs to Ghanaian anthems. 
In February the choir presented several songs from the Broadway 
musical Godspell, and in April they were pleased to present the 
Binghamton-area premiere of a new arrangement of “In dulci jubilo,” 
inspired by Bach’s Organ Prelude on the same tune (BMV 729) and 
composed by Dr. José “Peppie” Calvar, Assistant Professor and Assistant Director of Choral 
Activities at Syracuse University’s Setnor School of Music. Dr. Calvar joined us for worship that 
morning and graciously offered coaching and guidance to the choir before the worship service. 

We’ve also enjoyed the contributions of a variety of other musicians: guest accompanists Chris 
Bartlette, Andy Chadwick, and Elikem Nyamuame; small ensembles from the Madrigal Choir of 
Binghamton, Maine-Endwell High School, and the Vivace Recorder Group; contemporary musicians 
“G! Lucid” and Dana LaCroix; Binghamton University students Michelle Lee, David Williams, 
Lauren Silberstein, Cole Tornberg, and the Dzidefo Africa Choir; and music from more than a dozen 
others, singing vocals or playing a range of instruments including drums, flutes, guitar, hand chimes, 
kazoos, saxophones, trombones, trumpets, and viola. 

We’re delighted to provide worship leadership with such vibrant and enthusiastic music. If you are 
interested in being part of our music program, please talk with our Music Coordinator, Becky Mebert, 
who you can reach at music@upcbgm.org or by calling the church, 607-722-4219 ext. 208. The UPC 
Choir rehearses most Wednesdays at 7:00pm, and new members are always welcome. 

 

   

Pictured (left to right): Phil Westcott on tenor saxophone; Maine-Endwell musicians; Dzidefo Africa Choir. 
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UPC’s New Handbell Choir  

Hello UPC! 

I’m pleased to announce that our handbell choir has, 
like the phoenix, risen from the ashes and will be 
performing our first service on Sunday, May 14 
(Mother’s Day). Growing up, handbells were part of 
my worship experience every week, whether 
performing or rehearsing. I’ve played in choirs with as 
many as 15 people and as few as 3, playing just one bell 
or as many as eight (though never more than four at once). 

Handbells were originally used as practice bells for tower bell ringers, but quickly grew to an art form all 
their own. Personally, I find playing in a handbell choir a communal experience; since each ringer only 
has a few tones, we all must work together to craft the song. 

I hope you will love and enjoy the handbell music as much as I do, and if you’re interested in playing, 
please feel free to contact me. We always have room. Oh, and our name: as we are a united community, 
we are the United Ringers. Thank you for your support. 

~Phil Westcott, director, United Ringers 

 

4. Opportunities for Service 

Community Meal program 
Tuesdays, 4:30–6:30pm 

Every Tuesday from 5:00pm to 6:00pm, we serve a community meal that is free to all. We continue to be 
blessed with an extraordinary number of volunteers who plan, prepare, and serve the meal. The meal 
usually consists of a vegetable, salad, entree, dessert, and a choice of beverage. The team leaders plan and 
cook the meal and purchase the necessary food and supplies. With the aid of talented volunteers working 
together, a meal is served to approximately 400 to 500 community members each month.  

We are always looking for more servers and clean-up crew, any and every Tuesday, 4:30–6:30pm. Contact 
our Community Meal planning team for more information on ways you can help.  

E-mail: meal@upcbgm.org 

 
Sewing Group  
Wednesdays, 9am to 12 noon 

The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on the 2nd floor. Anyone interested in 
encouraged to join them on Wednesday mornings starting at 9am. Bring a sandwich to enjoy lunch 
during fellowship at 12 noon. No special sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, 
pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, or heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand hemming 
skills are a plus. 
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Foodbank/UPC’s Mobile Pantry Distribution 
Friday, May 5, 8:30am–11:00am 

Job Descriptions 

 Volunteer Coordinator: Working with our office staff beforehand, serve as the contact person for 
volunteers; provide direction for helpers on day of event. 

 Parking Lot Setup (at 8am): Work with custodial staff to block off area for truck and tables, 
arrange signs. 

 Welcome Team/Direct Guests (start at 8:30am): Set up coffee, open sanctuary for seating, greet 
guests and instruct them about the process, call numbers, and lead guests to distribution line. 

 Distributors (start at 9am): Work with Foodbank staff to set up tables, create portions, and 
distribute food items. STRENGTH AND STAMINA NEEDED; DRESS APPROPRIATELY FOR 
WEATHER. 

Contact the office if you are interested in helping: 722-4219, office@upcbgm.org, or send us a message  
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton 

The Mobile Food Pantry has been a mission of our congregation for more than three years. See for 
yourself the work that we’ve done with this mission: https://goo.gl/photos/CkDKgeQ8buBtmX8S9 

      

 
 

 
 

Coffee Fellowship Refreshments 

Want to provide refreshments one Sunday? Sign up on the Lobby bulletin board. 
Tablecloths, napkins, plates and serving dishes are in the kitchenette, off the 
Library Lounge, for your use. 

Suggestions: One person brings 2 bags of cookies and fruit and one person brings 
crackers, cheese or dip/chips and veggies. 

https://goo.gl/photos/CkDKgeQ8buBtmX8S9
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Care & Share Distribution Project 
2nd Wednesday of every month, 9:30am to 12:30pm 

This program provides personal care products to individuals and families 
who hold Broome County, New York State Benefit Identification cards 
and receive SNAP benefits. 

WHERE: Library Lounge 
TIME: 9:30am (place orders); 10:30am (distribution starts)  

All hands welcome! 

Thank you to all those who continue to support this program. Please help 
by purchasing products, or donating funds to support the project. 

We need: bars of soap, shampoo, deodorant, razors, laundry and dishwashing detergents, and sanitary 
napkins/tampons. These items can be dropped off at the office. 

 

5. Mission and Outreach 

UPC’s Fresh Start Re-Entry Program 

The Fresh Start Program is designed to help ex-inmates reintegrate into society after their release from 
prison by providing valuable resources to program participants. 

The purpose of the program is to assist program participants with finding resources for housing, 
education, and employment and to help them develop job application techniques, job searching skills, and 
job interview skills. At times, we may also recommend places for treatment of drug and/or alcohol abuse 
or mental health issues. Participants also attend a weekly support group session that allows them to share 
their experiences with one another and to give and receive advice on situations that arise. 

The program is also affiliated with the Broome County Re-Entry Task Force, which includes the Broome 
County Urban League’s “Lending Closet,” the Broome County Council of Churches Jail Ministry 
program, and the Broome County Department of Social Services reentry program. With the help of these 
partner agencies, we are able to obtain listings of available resources such as job opportunities and 
vacancies, clothing for job interviews, and assistance in re-entry techniques. 

So far this year, we have had 20 participants in the program. Of those, we have employed 10 as Fresh Start 
employees. Offering employment to Fresh Start participants helps them in many ways. It allows them to 
learn basic but important job skills, including: keeping a set schedule of hours; reporting to a supervisor 
for instructions if they don’t understand a task or run out of things to do, or when they need to miss work 
or change their scheduled hours; how to work independently but productively with varying levels of 
supervision; and how to work cooperatively with co-workers. It also helps them build an employment 
history for future job searches, shows potential employers that they were able to hold a job for an 
extended period of time, and provides them a professional reference that can speak to their reliability as 
an employee. 
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To date, we have graduated three participants from the Fresh Start program: Jerry Smith, Omar Harry, 
and Thomas Washington. These participants have utilized the program to the fullest and have now made 
successful transitions. They are working full time, have stable residences, and are attending programs to 
help them become productive members of society. We wish these participants luck and hope to have 
more participants transition successfully. 

 

The “Build Our Community” study group       by Marie Hepworth 

Who and What is that? It is a group that evolved from a variety of sources: 

 Our UPC Mission statement, taken from the Book of Micah: “to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God.” 

 The teachings of Christ in Chapter 25 of the Gospel of Matthew: “to feed the hungry, give drink to 
the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe those in need of clothing, tend the sick, and visit the 
prisoner.” 

 A recent Monday night book study Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help. 

In other words, we know that as Christians, we are charged to reach out a helping hand to those in need, 
but in thoughtful ways that change lives for the better, rather than make them dependent on handouts. 

WOW! What a challenge. How do we find that balance? How do we identify those to be served? And how 
can our service be truly life changing? Trying to answer those questions led to the creation of UPC’s 
“Build Our Community” study group, commissioned by Session as a task force to study community 
engagement. 

We are an open, unstructured group, meeting for a simple meal every other Friday, looking for solutions. 
And everyone is welcome to join us. 

How have we progressed so far? 

 We have narrowed our mission field to our neighborhood, the center city of Binghamton. 

 We have determined that we must find a way to identify existing needs and organizations that are 
addressing those needs so that we do not attempt to “reinvent the wheel.” 

 We have agreed that we can probably be most effective by then partnering with other 
organizations to Build our Community. 

 We are starting by first learning more about those agencies housed in our building, their missions, 
goals and programs. 

 Next we are reaching out to the larger community by inviting representatives to meet with us. So 
far we have met with Binghamton City Councilman Conrad Taylor, and have scheduled a June 
meeting with the director of Broome County United Way, Robin Alpaugh. 

This is a time-consuming process, but it is important to move slowly and be sure that our resources 
(people, property, time, and money) will be used in the most effective ways. 

If you are interested in joining our stimulating discussions and helping to develop strategic plans for 
serving Christ in downtown Binghamton, contact Pastor Kimberly or Pastor Becky. 
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6. Our Church Family 
The UPC Choir’s soprano section leader, Lauren 
Silberstein, had her senior voice recital on March 26 
at Binghamton University’s Casadesus Recital Hall. 
This recital was the culmination of Lauren’s 
undergraduate vocal music education. This fall, 
she’ll be leaving us to attend the Eastman School of 
Music at University of Rochester. We wish Lauren 
all the best! 

Pictured (left to right): Ann Garcia, Becky Mebert, 
Lauren Silberstein, Sally Hunt, Marian Palmer, and 
Judy Westcott. 
 

Ethan Nyamuame 
shows off his 
burgeoning talents. 
A future musician 
for sure! 

  

Jack Budd moved 
earlier this year to 
live near his son 
David in Poolesville, 
Maryland.  

Recently, Jack 
enjoyed a visit to  
the local ice cream 
parlor. 

 

We celebrated the resurrection 
on Easter Sunday with a vibrant 
worship service that included 
the Lord’s Supper, with music 
from the UPC Choir and a brass 
quartet. During our Song of 
Sending, the children joined in 
accompanying the singing with 
handchime ringing. 
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Mobility Van for Kristie Palmer 

Friends, it took nearly eight months, but thanks to many of you,WE DID 
IT!! Heartfelt thanks to each and every person who contributed in any way 
to help get Kristie the mobility van she so desperately needed in order to 
maintain her independence, get safely and comfortably to her many 
medical appointments, and just get out to have some FUN once in a while. 
It truly took a village, from the financial contributions of friends, family, 
friends of family, and a generous church congregation, to the tireless efforts 
of the amazing people at three different MobilityWorks locations, to 
Kristie’s aides and especially Jody, who often had to borrow a vehicle to get 
Kristie around over the past five months, to everyone who went to bat for 
Kristie at SCR, CILCP, OLTL, and other agencies to secure the 
Independence Waiver funding to cover the cost of the mobility 
modifications. We are celebrating today, and will be forever in your debt. 
“Together we can move mountains.” 

On behalf of Kristie and her loving family, may God bless each and every one of you! 

~from Faith Stouffer (Kristie’s sister) 

 

6a. News from Session 

Highlights from Session       by Cynthia Burger, Clerk of Session 

The members of Session have taken the following actions in recent months: 

 Met with Sherry Conklin, Laurie Erbstoesser, and 
Suzanne Souza and accepted them as new members 
(received into membership on March 5, 2017); 

 Approved several adjustments to the 2017 budget; 
 Received an update on Kristie Palmer’s conversion van 

and directed that this information be shared with the 
congregation along with a request for donations. 

 Agreed to a request from the Corning Museum of Glass 
to use line drawings of our Tiffany mosaics in a coloring 
book to go with their upcoming exhibit; 

 Decided to celebrate worship at 5:00pm on May 7 to 
avoid conflicting with the annual Bridge Run;  

 Learned that the positions of Media/Technology Specialist  
and Administrative Assistant had been filled; and 

 Declared the entire UPC campus to be smoke-free,  
effective as soon as the staff and tenants can be notified. 
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Partners Together 

Keep a watch out for a new group forming at UPC: “Partners Together.” This group of members will 
be bringing together information and resources that are indicative of our shared purpose, which will 
then be shared with the entire congregation. 

The genesis of this group was the idea that as a community we have not conducted a traditional 
stewardship campaign in many years. As discussions moved forward, it was decided that we could 
and should do more than the usual “pledge request.” After all, stewardship is not just about 
generating revenue. Stewardship is about considering how to use all of our resources wisely—our 
money and property, our hospitality and compassion, our skills and knowledge, our time and 
energy. Combining all of these resources is what makes us Partners Together as we seek to live out 
our mission: to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

Therefore, we want to share a vision and ministry that meets the needs of our members and is 
generous to our beliefs. Sometime during the summer, we hope to touch base with each member 
either individually or in a small group setting to expand on our response and responsibility to be 
wise and thoughtful with what God has given to us. 

 

6b. Property Management 

From the Property Team 

The Property Team would like to inform the congregation of three projects we have begun to work 
on this spring. 

One involves the removal and replacement of the eight plastic window coverings in the front two 
side towers. This was one of the many improvements that were suggested to make the church look 
more inviting. They will be replaced with the same materials used over the three doorways in the 
front. This work was on our schedule to be completed, and with the approval of the PC(USA) loan, 
these 8 windows—as well as the remaining 31 old windows in the education wing, and the 9 
basement windows—will be replaced. 

The second project is the front 
entrance steps. This work involved  
the removal of the existing steps and 
replacing them with the same 
materials as required by the Historic 
Preservation board. New handrails 
will also be installed from the street 
up to the new steps. 

Our third project is the repointing of 
the second floor of the education 
wing. 
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Building Renovation & Planning 

The Property Team is exploring renovations of three areas in the building: 

 Lobby & office suite 
 First-floor bathrooms 
 Kitchen 

Subcommittees have begun to gather information on needs of the areas, meet with architects, and put 
together possible plans and designs to submit to the Property Team, Session, and the congregation. 

The Property Team had the “Bathroom Redesign” meeting during their February meeting. Some 
good questions were brought up and additional work is needed before the ideas will be forwarded to 
the architects. 

Want to provide input in the redesign? Please speak with a member of the Property Team (George 
Cummings [Session liaison], Chris Burger, Bill Donohue, Jean Hill, Ken Mebert, and Maida Thomas) 
or email Pastor Becky, bkindig@upcbgm.org 

 

 

 

6c. Church Office News 

Phone System Upgrade 

A new phone system was installed at church on Friday, April 7.  
We now have an automated answering message, voicemail for 
each of the staff members, and other features to improve our 
communications. 

When someone is not available to answer the phone and the 
automated message picks up, you can dial a direct extension:  

201, Church office (Susan and/or Scott) 
203, Finance (Vanessa) 
204, Pastor Becky 
205, Pastor Kimberly 
206, Building manager (Eugene) 
208, Music (Becky Mebert) 

Church Office Hours 

The church office is now open 
the following hours: 

Monday, 9:00am–4:00pm 
Tuesday, 9:00am–5:30pm 
Wednesday, 9:00am–4:00pm 
Thursday, 10:00am–4:00pm 
Friday, 9:00am–12:30pm 

 

If that person does not answer, you can leave them a voicemail message. (There is also a menu  
that lists the options available to you, if you’re calling for something else.) 

The church staff appreciates your patience as we learn to navigate the new features! 
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Welcome New Staff 

We are pleased to announce the recent addition of three new members to our UPC staff. 

Susan Barnett is our Administrative Assistant and provides support to Pastor 
Kimberly, Pastor Becky, and the Clerk of Session. Her responsibilities include 
record keeping, scheduling, and providing routine office support for church 
activities and programs, in a 25-hour workweek. 

Susan is a writer and proofreader who worked in the marketing department at 
Cornell University Press for many years. She is a graduate of Williams College, 
with advanced degrees in Library Science, English Literature, and Poetry from 
Indiana University. 

 

 

 

Scott Kindig is now serving in the newly created position of Media and 
Technology Specialist. He is a familiar face in the office, where he has been 
providing consultant services and administrative support for the past several 
months while we were in transition. His responsibilities include design and 
layout for UPC publications, including the newsletter, worship guide, and 
weekly leaflet; managing the church’s website and presence on social media; 
and general information technology support, in a 15-hour workweek. 

Scott is a graduate of SUNY Broome Community College and Binghamton 
University with degrees in Business Management and Graphic Design. He 
has over 20 years of experience in graphic design and publication production. 

 

Tammie Cummings is our Welcome Desk receptionist. Her responsibilities 
include answering phone calls, greeting visitors, responding to questions,  
and directing people to areas of the church where services are provided, in a 
16-hour workweek. 

Tammie grew up in Johnson City and comes to us with 15 years of experience 
at Broome Developmental Center providing care to handicapped clients, and 
also has worked in a dog sanctuary for shelter animals. 

 

We extend a warm welcome to Susan, Scott, and Tammie! 
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6d. Joys and Concerns 

 

 

 
Living with Cancer (*newly diagnosed) 

Arthur, Bill, BJ, *Brian, Alice Brooks,  
Bruce, John Cairns, *Suzanne Clark,  
*Ann Cobb’s grandson Jack, Diane,  
Sean Donohue, *Dorothy, Jen Edwards,  
Esteny, Eugene Favor’s mom Carol, *Ezra, 
Linda F., Frank, Dave Hickey, *Jim Galuhn, 
Janet, Jeanie, Jenni, John, Margaret Johnson, 
Josh, Karen, Joyce LaRose, Larry,  
*Laurie’s mom, Maryse, Mac McCall, Pam, 
Rob, Tom Rossi, Walter, Muriel Williams, Zoé 

 

Homebound/Managed Care 

Bob Auchinachie, Joan Bomboy, Jack Budd, 
Gail Covert, Jeane Diesenberg, Fred Hickling, 
Helen Flack, Susan Mitchell, Kristie Palmer, 
Ben Swan, Richard Ward, Jane Williams 

 

Hospice 

Art Mebert 

 

Ongoing 

Abel (& mom, Jen), Nikolas Arden, Brian, 
Grace Davidson, Denise, Dianne Henry, 
Jeffrey, Pastor Becky, Larry, Lorraine Mehal, 
Audrey Micha, Penny, Jim Spencer,  
Duane Swenson 

 

 
 

 

Preparing for Marriage 

Autumn & Amanda; Harley & Jack 

 

Expecting a Baby 

Chris & Megan; Debbie & Matt; Jenny & Mike; 
Chelsea & Dylan; Amanda & Doug 

 

Celebrating New Life 

Alexandria June Hessian (born 2/14/2017)  

 

Grieving—Friends & Family of: 

Connor Brown (age 7)  
Conor Donelly (BU student) 
Howard Callendar 
Andrea Brauer Dowling 
Scott Hauser 
Richard Hobart 
Marvin Kutz 
Steve McGonegal 
Keara Mitchell 
Joan Rocke 
Thomas Whittaker 

 

Other Concerns 

Our politicians & the nation 

Standing Rock & Water Protectors 

Prayers for peace and end to violence,  
drought, famine: Kenya, Somalia,  
South Sudan, Syria, Yemen 
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Spring Birthdays 
April 
1  Grace Zbrzezny 
2  Matthew Livingston  
6  Karin Hoover  
7  Chloe Brauer 

Meghan Menges 
8  Kathy Kopp 
9  Laurie Erbstoesser 
14  Janet Hoover 
20  Angela Garcia-Meade 
21  Suzanne Ogden 

Dominic Patinka-Ruston 
James Stehli 

22  Maria Kutz 
23  Richard Aswad 
24  Pastor Becky 
26  Greg Patinka 
28  James Menges  

May 
7  Adana Covert Brauer 

Norma Stehli 
8  Gary Ayres 
12  Lorraine Mehal 
13  Ellis Nyamuame 
15  Eugene Favor 

Edna Hotchkiss 
19  Patty Wilson 
22  Mark Mebert 
23  Barbara Geiser 
24 Keith Hessian  
26  Ben Swan 
28  David Berti 
29  Lauren Menges 
30  Barbara Bartholomew 

Douglas Geiser 
Char Smith 

31  Cindy Chadwick 

June  
3  Edward Rog 
4  Keith Hoover 
5  Alexander Westcott  
6  James Stehli 
12  Sydney Brauer 

Jean Hill 
Sally Hunt 
Darlene Ward 

14  Taylor Chadwick 
Jazmine Meade 

20  Sharon Landon 
Lou McKeage 

21  Marilynn Guinane 
Rob Walter, Jr.  

26  Bill Donohue 
Elsie Smith 

28  Tweety Vail 
30  Ariana Zbrzezny 

Lectionary Readings 
 

April 2, 2017 
Ezekiel 37:1–14 
Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6–11 
John 11:1–45 
 

April 9, 2017 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Matthew 21:1–11 
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4–9a 
Psalm 31:9–16 
Philemon 2:5–11 
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or 

Matthew 27:11–54 
 

April 16, 2017 
Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34–43 or  

Jeremiah 31:1–6 
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 

Colossians 3:1–4 or 
Acts 10:34–43 

John 20:1–18 or  
Matthew 28:1–10 

 
April 23, 2017 
Acts 2:12a, 22–32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3–9 
John 20:19–31 
 
April 30, 2017 
Acts 2:14a, 36–41 
Psalm 116:1–4, 12–19 
1 Peter 1:17–23 
Luke 24:13–35 
 
May 7, 2017 
Acts 2:42–47 
Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19–25 
John 10:1–10 

May 14, 2017 
Acts 7:55–60 
Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 
1 Peter 2:2–10 
John 14:1–14 
 

May 21, 2017 
Acts 17:22–31 
Psalm 66:8–20 
1 Peter 3:13–22 
John 14:15–21 
 

May 28, 2017 
Acts 1:6–14 
Psalm 68:1–10, 32–35 
1 Peter 4:12–14, 5:6–11 
John 17:1–11 
 

June 4, 2017 
Pentecost 
Acts 2:1–21 or  

Numbers 11:24–30 
Psalm 104:24–34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 or 
Acts 2:1–21 

John 20:19–23 or  
John 7:37–39 

 

June 11, 2017 
Trinity Sunday 
Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13:11–13 
Matthew 28:16–20 
 

June 18, 2017 
Genesis 18:1–15, (21:1–7) 
Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19 
Romans 5:1–8 
Matthew 9:35—10:8,  

(9–23) 
 

June 25, 2017 
Genesis 21:8–21 
Psalm 86:1–10, 16–17 
Romans 6:1b–11 
Matthew 10:24–39 
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Mark Your Calendars! May 7: Evening Worship Service  

June 11: Worship Service & Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, May 7—time change: Worship on Sunday, May 7, will be at 5:00pm, since 
Binghamton’s annual Bridge Run is taking place Sunday morning. Road closures for the 
run will cut off all access to our building that morning. Pastor Becky will lead us in an 
Iona-style evening worship service, which will be followed by a potluck dinner. It 
would be good to have you with us! 

Sunday, June 11—location change: Worship on Sunday, June 11, will be at 10:00am at 
Otsiningo Park (on Bevier Street), and will be followed by the Annual Congregational 
Meeting and our all-church picnic. 

Notice: The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton, New York, shall hold the 
second part of its annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 11, immediately 
following worship, for the purpose of electing the session class of 2020 and the 
Nominating Committee for the year 2017–18, receiving team and committee reports, 
and other business not related to finance and budgets that are proper to the 
consideration of the congregation. 
 


