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View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery 

 
Our worship service premiere live on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

 

Organ recital: “An Evening in Paris” 
Sunday, November 15, 4:00pm on UPC’s YouTube channel 

You are cordially invited to “An Evening in Paris”, a recital by Jean 
Herman Henssler, which will be streamed online on Sunday, 
November 15, 4:00pm, and performed on the recently renovated 
organ at United Presbyterian Church, Binghamton. She will play 
works by Gigout, René Vierne, Louis Vierne, Franck, Bossi, 
Whitlock, Mulet, and Bourgeois. Tune in to experience the glorious, 
dramatic, and whimsical music of Parisian organists, with side  

 

trips to England and Italy. The recital is sponsored by the 
Binghamton Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
(AGO), and United Presbyterian Church. 

We celebrate the completion of a necessary releathering 
project begun several years ago and finished this summer. Jean 
will demonstrate the full beauty of our sanctuary organ. Given 
our COVID time and due to the lack of sufficient ventilation in 
our sanctuary, the recital will be online only. 

The Guilbault-Therian sanctuary organ was completed in 
1996/97. Robin Lostetter was the organist at the time. The 
design consolidated all the inner workings of the organ upstairs 
where they reside now, and included a new console which is 
our current one. The former organ worked from bellows in the 
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basement, which was problematic. Releathering is absolutely 
necessary after several decades. The organ produces sound because 
of bellows composed of leather. Leather, with heat, use, and time, 
ages and cracks and breaks (sounds familiar to those of us older 
folks). The releathering process also uses high quality canvas, 
rubber cloth, etc., in order to apply new belts and corner pieces. Our 
organ has wooden pipe stoppers, which were also re-leathered to 
keep the tuning stable. The money that was used was from large 
donations (some historic) designated for organ maintenance. We are 
thankful for that insight, and we are good stewards of the resources. 

 

Pastors’ Ponderings 
Dear Ones, 

It seems like a long time ago since we were all together, in one place. We started 
online-only worship on Maundy Thursday, and at the time it seemed like such a 
new and risky thing to do. Since then, we have learned so many things about our 
community and our world that we are slowly realizing we will not be “going back to 
normal”. We can only go forward, on a new journey toward new challenges and possibilities. 

We keep discovering new pitfalls to social distancing, but also new ways of being together and 
worshiping together and sharing our lives, both together and separately. We have new ways of 
creating music: our choir members record separately and our tech team puts it all together. Our 
handbell choir took the handchimes home and recorded separately, occasionally practicing together, 
and we have started a brand new drumming group that gathers in person, masked and six feet apart, 
to learn new ways to praise God. 

We have welcomed five new members 
into our congregation, and bid fond  
farewells to others who have moved to new 
commitments and new communities. We 
have celebrated graduations, births, deaths, 
and pet adoptions. The Property Team and 
the Session have learned more than we really 
wanted to know about virus transmission, 
ventilation, and venues… and the journey 
toward new understanding and new 
practices is not over yet. 

Right now, a return to the sanctuary for “in-person” gatherings remains out of reach. There is no 
simple way to create ventilation in that space, so we are looking at ways to make the Library Lounge, 
Terrace Room, and Chapel “safe spaces” for worship gatherings. We hope that we may be able to 
come together for Easter 2021, and we are planning a variety of ways to share Advent and Christmas 
as a congregation, whether in person or online. The overwhelming response to the survey we sent out 
was that our online worship is meeting a need, and if we can continue to find ways to come together 
safely for study and social gatherings, that will be enough for now. 

Phil Westcott & Eleanor Hough moved to Lexington, KY,  
this summer. Pastor Kimberly bid them “Godpseed”  

as part of our July 12 worship service. 
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We have made changes in our individual lives and in our lives together. We’ve grieved and cried 
and rejoiced and shared. And now as we start a new program year and then a new church year and a 
new solar year at two month intervals, we will continue to share stories and moments, whether in the 
park or on the deck, in the kitchen or the parking lot, as we trust that the spirit of God will continue 
to help us grow in our life together. 

Sometimes we sing a song that the youth brought back from Triennium a few years ago, and it has 
become my soundtrack for this part of the journey at Binghamton United Presbyterian Church. The 
chorus goes: 

 I know not where the road will end — I know not what is up around the bend 

 But I will set my feet upon the road — I will follow wherever You lead. 

My prayer is that we will continue to travel the road together, finding new ways to make the 
journey our home. 

Amen! 

Pastor Kimberly 

Associate Pastor’s Letter by Pastor Becky Kindig 
Greetings, friends! 

It has certainly been an interesting summer, but not the way most of us would 
have liked to have spent it. For many pastors, it has been like the nightmare of being 
late for the final exam of a class that you didn’t know you were taking. There has 
been so much to learn about technology and public health and racism that my head 
felt like it might explode. It certainly has not been boring. 

But it has been a deep lesson in gratitude and grace as well. I know I have said it before, but 
Kimberly and I feel like we are the luckiest pastors in the world because we have the best congregation. 
We were lucky in that you had invested in doing online worship for over a year before this pandemic 
to offer worship to people who could not come in person — so we were leaps ahead of other 
congregations that had to learn from scratch. We have the best production team, who already knew 
that there were ways of recording and splicing video, which platforms offer the best musical quality, 
and a sound engineer who thinks this is fun. (Phil, David, Scott, Aimee, Becky — I’m looking at you.) 

We are also lucky to have a congregation who embraced staying connected through phone calls 
and Zoom cocktail hours, Zoom sewing chats and “socially distanced” birthday celebrations at the 
park. We certainly don’t miss an opportunity to have a good time, despite a pandemic. 
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And I am so thankful that you all care enough about each 
other and me to take the pandemic seriously. You understand 
that masks are important and you fully supported working 
and worshiping from home. There are so many people that are 
only concerned with how this pandemic is affecting them and 
what they have to give up, it is so heartwarming to be 
surrounded by a congregation that takes their compassion for 
others seriously. And not only the people in worship, but the people in our community. From Day 1 
of the pandemic, we heard from you all that you were concerned about the people who depend on 
the community meal. You didn’t want to stop caring for our community and we found ways to still 
feed hungry people. And we didn’t stop there, when other food pantries were closing all across this 
area, we opened one up! United Presbyterian Church in Binghamton takes the call from Jesus 
seriously to love thy neighbor and feed his sheep. 

Grace and peace, Pastor Becky 
 

Music Notes by Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 
It has been more than 6 months since we have gathered in 
person for worship. Recently reading surveys from several of 
you regarding returning to in-person worship, it has been 
both rewarding and sad to understand the impact to people 
as they consider returning to the building for worship and 
not being able to sing. Music is woven into Presbyterian worship, whether it is singing hymns or 
listening to special music created by our choir and music leadership. “What’s the point,” to quote one 
person, “to moving from virtual back to in-person, if I can’t sing?” It may be a long time before we 
can return to worship with the freedom to utilize voices and wind instruments. It also reinforces the 
wonderful truth that it is not about concerts of special singers for worship, but everyone feeling the 
spirit of community by singing together. We all miss that. 

Research has clearly stated that, until a vaccine is created and distributed, any wind instrument or 
vocal production carries the virus and projects it into the air where it lingers for quite a while. There 
is always a risk that someone producing that sound might have the virus without knowing it and can 
pass it on. So, our work as music leaders has shifted to playing or singing by the metronome to 
record so others can listen and record their instruments or voices. Looking at yourself as you record 
your single part to put into the file for mixing is a combination of embarrassment, frustrations, many 
“startovers,” and yes, giggles and laughter. “I did it!” can also be heard from multiple households! 
The reward was seeing some of our 
voice and bell choirs appear in the now 
familiar “windows” of individual 
musicians with earphones plugged in. 
But it did bring tears to our eyes to see a 
group effort!!! 

Handchime rehearsals have taken 
place in the parking lot and the side 
yard with trees, with the ringers spaced 
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far apart. Rehearsals were to 
help everyone hear the piece 
together so they could record 
separately in their homes with 
the earpieces and hearing the 
“click track” (metronome 
keeping everyone together). We 
also had some outdoor 
rhythm instrument 
gatherings with Elikem 
Nyuamuame teaching, 
because no wind is 
needed to play the 
drums. We hope they 
can continue to be part of the music when we gather for in-person worship in the future. 

So, we continue to worship online, and create music singly in our homes or alone in the sanctuary 
(being recorded). We all value each other, respect the science of the current research, and pray for the 
combined wisdom and efforts of many to bring a medical solution that will allow us to worship as a 
group once again with music! 

Welcome to our new handchimes director and tenor section leader 
Austin Shadduck is a musician and composer with degrees from the University 
of Rochester and Queens College, CUNY. His doctoral research focuses on the 
shakuhachi, an end-blown Japanese flute. He also plays saxophone and has 
performed on wind and percussion instruments in a wide variety of ensembles. 
Austin returned to his hometown of Binghamton after eight years in NYC, and he 
works with nonprofits that support living composers and music scholarship. 
Involvement in local organizations is important to him as he rejoins the 
Binghamton music community, and he looks forward to creating music with the 
United Presbyterian Church.  

 

Community Engagement 
Community Events 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Binghamton has extended an invitation for us to 
participate in several of their programs that are being offered this fall. All of these programs are held 
on Zoom, available via the Zoom app or by phone call. For more information on any of the UUCB’s 
programs, including the Zoom meeting information, contact their office at 607-729-1641 or 
office@uubinghamton.edu. 

Sunday afternoon discussion forums 
The UUCB regularly has discussion forums on challenging and important topics. All are invited to 
participate in these forums, which occur on Sunday afternoons beginning at 12:00pm. Upcoming 
topics: 
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“Elder Wisdom”: An Interview with UUCB member Gloria Thompson — November 8 

All are invited to a conversation with Gloria Thompson, one of UUCB’s elder African-American members who 
has lived in Broome County for many decades. Gloria will be interviewed by Bill Thorpe, and a time for 
questions will follow. 

Racism and White Privilege — November 15 & 22 

On November 15, join a discussion of America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New 
America, by Jim Wallis. As described by Cornel West: “Jim Wallis is a visionary veteran in the struggle against 
white supremacy. In this powerful book, he calls for a new conversation and action on the ground--in our 
homes, churches, sports arena, and schools — in order to be true to the best of who we are!” 

On November 22, there will be a follow-up deliberation, building on previous discussions: Where do we go 
from here? 

Campus Ministry 
Pastor Kimberly and Pastor Becky are now part of the new 
Binghamton University Interfaith Council. The University has 
created a council of on campus ministry organizations and many 
local clergy and religious leaders. There is a new Interfaith 
Council office in the University Union West, Room 306. They had 
a grand opening in February. The main objectives of the council 
are: 

 to serve as spiritual counselors for students  

 to provide services and resources to faculty and staff 

 to provide a venue for discussion across lines of faith and 
belief practices 

 to foster a greater appreciation of the many faith groups represented at Binghamton University and in the 
world 

 to facilitate interfaith dialogue 

 to help students connect to faith communities if they desire 

This fall, we have two rooms in our church building set aside as 
study spaces for Binghamton University students. Binghamton 
University reached out to houses of worship who are involved with 
the Interfaith Council to ask if they had any space available for 
students to study to help with social distancing, because the 
capacity for study space in the library was decreased. Since we are 
not using a couple spaces this fall, the Session agreed that we could 
offer some space. We hope that some of our college student 
neighbors will feel welcome to come and study here. The spaces are 
in rooms 101 and 200 and are available Monday through Friday, 1–
8pm. There are two stations in each room with a chair, table, and 
outlet. They can sign up to use the space using a link on our 

website to a Sign Up Genius page. The university is going to advertise our space on their B-Engaged network. 
Students will have to follow the rules of both the university and our building in regards to COVID-19 
precautions such as wearing a mask at all times, wiping down their space when they are done, and signing in 
and out of the building. It’s great that we can offer this hospitality to our community. 
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Food for Thought 
The community meal resumed on February 4. We served 323 meals in the month of February, averaging 80 

meals per week. Of course, things changed dramatically in mid-March when the pandemic made it unsafe to 
have large numbers of people in the building. We switched from a sit-down meal to a “grab & go” model, 
distributing meals from the patio to eliminate the foot traffic in the building. The economic impact of the 
pandemic is evident: In the last 6 weeks, we’ve served 1,244 meals, an average of 207 meals per week. 

We also launched an emergency food 
pantry that opened in early April. Pantries all 
over the area were closing down, because so 
many of the volunteers they relied on were in 
the “vulnerable” population who needed to 
avoid contact with others when the pandemic 
hit. Working with the Food Bank of the 
Southern Tier, our pantry is open on Mondays 
and Wednesdays 12–5pm and on Tuesdays 
10am–2pm. Clients wait outside and fill out a 
form indicating what their household 
situation is and what kinds of food they need, 
and then we prepare bags of food for them. 

Our pantry has 3 different food setups: 

The first setup is for families or individuals that have their own kitchens and can cook. These boxes contain 
food to last about 1 week and include pantry staples such as rice, dried beans, pasta, and canned goods. 

The second set is called “hotel boxes.” They are given to people that are in emergency housing. These 
people only have a microwave available to them. These boxes include dishes, utensils, can opener, dish cloths, 
hygiene items, and microwavable food. The dish cloths are being knitted by a few of our parishioners. 

The third setup is for people living in halfway houses with shared basic kitchens. They have access usually 
to just a microwave. These individuals don’t need dishes, but they just get microwave foods. 

All of our pantry boxes include dairy products, frozen food, baked goods, and produce that might be 
available on any given week. 

We are also partnered with the Binghamton Food Rescue for another distribution site on Saturdays. We are 
now providing boxes of food to over 350 households each month. 

Our Community Meal & Pantry Coordinator, Sherry Conklin, says:  

I am so grateful to everyone that donates, whether financially or with products, to the programs that keep 
us going. There have been numerous days that I thought we were out of something and a donation comes in 
just in time. 

We are always looking for donations of microwavable meals, canned chicken, canned meat, hygiene items, 
and canned pet food. 

And most of all, I am very grateful to all the volunteers. I could not do this job without you! It takes the 
generosity and dedication of our volunteers to make this happen. It is extremely rewarding work, and you 
would be surprised at how much fun we have. There is something very special that happens when sharing 
food that is prepared with love and care. 
 

 

Fellowship Hall has been transformed from a meeting space  
and now houses much of the pantry food that we distribute. 
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Our Church Family 
Join Us for Worship on our YouTube Channel  
or via Zoom 
We pre-record our worship services, which premiere live on 
Sundays at 10am our website and on our public YouTube 
Channel upcbgm.org/youtube. (You don’t need a Google/ 
YouTube account to see the videos.) The videos continue to be 
available on YouTube after Sunday morning, so if you missed 
out on watching live, you can view them later. All of the words 
for prayers and hymns are shown on the screen during worship. 

Those who can’t access the worship videos online can call in on the phone to listen live on Sunday 
mornings. Dial 1-646-558-8656, then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #, then enter passcode: 42456 #. Our 
worship guide is available for download from our website each week, and can also be mailed to you if 
downloading it is not an option. 

Online Giving 
We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website (upcbgm.org/giving/donate). 
Contributions can be made by check or credit card, and can also be set up as a recurring gift. We encourage 
you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Keeping Connected the Old-Fashioned Way: Snail Mail 
While technology brings many marvels including speed, efficiency, and the ability in some cases to see each 
other from afar, there are times when traditional communication methods provide just the right touch. As a 
way to stay connected, especially during the current pandemic, a “Card Committee” was reestablished to send 
handwritten greetings to celebrate or acknowledge important events and/or concerns within our church 
family. In addition to emails, social media, and other quick forms of communication, the committee felt that 
taking the opportunity to connect with one another through snail mail would let folks know that the church, in 
the words of a major card company, “cares enough to send our very best.” While we often think of each other, 
this avenue provides a way to put those thoughts into action. And, isn’t it nice to get something in the mailbox 
other than ads, catalogs and bills? 

Please be sure that the church office or our pastors know of your birthday, other special events, or prayer 
concerns (and that we have your current address) so that the card committee can keep in touch. If you have 
questions or would like to join the committee, please contact one of the card committee members (Cindy 
Chadwick, Margaret Davis, Suzie Northrop-Raboy, and Lana Ogden). 

Get Involved! 
Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with or learn more about 
the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Communications, Sally Hunt; 
Deacons, Allison Nyamuame or Aaron Whitney; Finance, Lou McKeage; Personnel, Kathy Preston or Lou 
McKeage; Property, George Cummings, Kathy Preston, or Bill Sands; Spiritual Formation, Doug Jones or Lou 
McKeage; Worship & Music, Suzie Raboy. 



 
 
 
 

UP-Beat Newsletter   ≡   9 

In Memoriam 
Elizabeth Mackenzie Smith, 98, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 
passed away Sunday, December 22, 2019 following a short illness. Born June 26, 1921, in 
Glasgow, Scotland, she emigrated to the United States with her parents in 1923, living in 
Toledo, OH, and Stamford, CT, before moving to Greenwich Village in New York City where 
she spent her teenage years. A graduate of Washington Irving High School, Elizabeth, known 
to friends as Elsie, attended New York University and worked for the Borden Milk Company. 
She was active in the choir and Crusaders youth group at First Presbyterian Church in 
Manhattan, where she married her childhood sweetheart Robert Leland Smith on May 15, 

1943. The couple moved to Bridgeport, CT, where she worked for General Electric, and later, in 1949, to 
Chenango Bridge. 

She was a longtime member of First Presbyterian Church in Binghamton (now UPC), where she sang in the 
choir and served as a Sunday school teacher, deacon, and chairwoman of the Howland-Gulliver Women's 
Circle. She volunteered at Chenango Bridge Elementary School, the Chenango Bridge Nursing Home, and was 
a Cub Scout den mother for 12 years. She later worked in the medical services department of the Broome 
County Department of Social Services for 14 years, retiring in 1979. Elizabeth loved music, poetry, literature, 
and traveling, visiting Europe several times, including a trip to her birthplace in Glasgow. She also loved 
traveling to see family and friends, particularly visiting Cape Cod and Williamsburg, VA. 

Elizabeth was predeceased by her parents, Andrew and Robena Geddes, her husband of 72 years, Robert, 
and her beloved daughter-in-law Nancy Haberle Smith. She is survived by sons Leland Andrew Smith of 
Fairfax, VA; Douglas Leslie Smith of Chenango Bridge; Bruce Mackenzie Smith of Columbia, SC; and Scott 
Jamieson Smith of Galesville, MD. She is also survived by seven grandchildren: Jennifer E. Smith and husband 
Jeffrey McCarthy of Arlington, VA; Ashley M. Smith of London, England; Laura J. (Samuel) Dodd of 
Pittsburgh, PA; Justin M. Smith of Mount Pleasant, SC; Mackenzie A. (Walter) Rhodes of Isle of Palms, SC; L. 
Steven Smith of Grand Rapids, MI, and Devon R. Smith of Mount Pleasant, SC; as well as five great-
grandchildren. 

 

Russell Dean Sprague of Lansing, NY, died on Monday, January 20, 2020, at the age of 92. He 
was born in Rochester, NY, to William Delos and Mary Axelby Sprague. The family moved to 
Little Valley in southwestern New York in 1937. Russ graduated from Little Valley High 
School in 1945. Two days after graduation, he started basic training at Sampson Navy Base on 
Seneca Lake. He served on the light cruiser USS Philadelphia. After the war, he entered 
Cornell University College of Agriculture, receiving an associate degree in 1948. 

In 1951, Russ married Mary Doyle of Salamanca. Together they had four daughters. His 
first job was as a salesman of Ford Tractor products. In 1953, he left the farm machinery 
business to work for the Equitable Life Assurance Society of Utica. Eight years later he became 

the general agent for Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company in Binghamton. In 1982, he became an 
independent agent representing many companies offering life, health and disability insurance. 

Russ was an active community volunteer. He was a member of the Binghamton and Ithaca Rotary Clubs for 
over 43 years. He served as President of the Binghamton Rotary in 1989. He was Campaign Chairman for the 
United Way of Broome County in 1970. He also served as Capital Campaign Chairman for the Good Shepard 
Fairview Home of Binghamton. He was an active member of the Broome County Chamber of Commerce and a 
member and elder of West Presbyterian Church of Binghamton. 

Russ had many hobbies. He was a licensed pilot and owned his own airplane — a 4-seat Cessna 182. He 
was an avid skier, cruising the slopes of over 50 ski areas in the US and Europe. He enjoyed biking. Russ 
moved to Ithaca in 1993 to join his new partner, Kelly Behan. When she retired, they spent 10 years exploring 
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the North American continent in their motorhome. Russ's real passion was people. Every person he met was 
special to him — always acknowledged by their name and given a friendly comment, a joke, or a perfumed 
penny. Handwritten letters were mailed every day and there were always phone calls to be made. His goal 
was to bring joy into the life of everyone he encountered each day. 

Russ was predeceased by his brother, William Sprague, and his wife, Mary Doyle Sprague. He is survived 
by his daughters, Joan Sprague [Endicott, NY], Jacklyn (Sprague) and Douglas Ryan [Thousand Oaks, CA], 
Sheila (Sprague) Pace and partner Ron Maier [Buffalo, NY] and Susan (Sprague) and John Luka [Downers 
Grove, IL]; grandchildren, Marijke Pace Kemble, Connor Pace, Jeremy Ryan, and Julia and Alex Luka; and 
great granddaughters, Marnie and Olive Kemble. He is also survived by his significant other, Kelly Behan, and 
her children, Douglas and Sohini Behan [Chapel Hill, NC] and Julia (Behan) and Peter Hadlock [South Salem, 
NY] and their children, Ethan Botts, Vincent Behan, and Clayton, Spencer, and Quincy Hadlock. 

The family sends a heartfelt thank you to the staff at Groton Nursing Home for their loving and wonderful 
care to Russ during his time with them. 

 

Marilyn Martin Myers, age 87, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, January 21, 2020, 
after a brief battle with pancreatic cancer. Marilyn was born on October 3, 1932, in Albion, 
NY to Kenneth and Edith Martin. She is predeceased by her parents, her beloved 
husband of 46 years, Clifford Myers, and her brother, Edward Martin. Marilyn is 
survived by her two children, Ken Myers (Beth) and Greta Myers (Bill Murphy); her two 
granddaughters, Kate Petcosky-Kulkarni (Abhishek) and Anna Petcosky; her sister, 
Donna Heisig; her nephews, Steven Heisig, Paul Heisig (Dawn), Chris Heisig, and Dan 
Martin (Barbara); her niece, Deb Martin (Tony Hadzi); her grandniece, Kara Mahlmeister; 
her grandnephews Peter Heisig (Emily), Adam Heisig, Shane Martin, and Cole 
Mahlmeister; and her former son-in-law, Thomas Petcosky; as well as her many close 
friends from Good Shepherd Village in Endwell and her church. 

She and Cliff, a chemistry professor at SUNY Binghamton, settled in Vestal, NY, in 1963, and traveled 
together extensively, including sabbaticals living in Los Alamos, New Mexico, Brussels, Vienna, and Uppsala, 
Sweden. Marilyn’s travels nurtured her interest in diversity and the views of others. 

Marilyn graduated from Jamestown High School, and received a Bachelor’s degree in Home Economics 
from Purdue University, as well as a Masters in Sociology from SUNY Binghamton. She taught home 
economics at Binghamton Central High School for three years, and then spent most of her career as the 
Program Leader in Human Ecology at Cornell Cooperative Extension. Her focus at Extension was a nutrition 
education outreach program for low-income mothers and children. 

An incredibly active member of her community, Marilyn led service and volunteer efforts for several 
organizations. Most notably, she served as the local President of the League of Women Voters both in Alfred, 
NY, and in Binghamton. With the League, she enjoyed studying critical governmental issues and planning 
programs. Marilyn delighted in being part of a group of women and men who strive for fair and effective 
government. 

Marilyn was a woman of great faith, experiencing as she termed it “a sturdy assurance of God’s love and 
calling”. She was actively involved in her churches (the former South Hills Presbyterian and United 
Presbyterian Church of Binghamton). She was a Commissioned Lay Preacher in the Presbyterian Church, 
leading worship for many congregations in rural areas. With United Presbyterian, Marilyn served on the 
Session, and used her enthusiastic leadership style to support the “Walk with Me” re-entry program for 
formerly incarcerated community members and the Community Meal program to support the homeless and 
hungry. 

In 2010, Marilyn became one of the first residents of Good Shepherd Village in Endwell, where she was 
actively involved in efforts focused on environmental sustainability and health and nutrition. 
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Marilyn adored her family and supported them beyond measure. She eagerly traveled to California to visit 
Ken and Beth, loved going to Boston to visit Kate, Abhishek, and Anna, and spent every Sunday night cooking 
up new recipes for her weekly dinner with Greta. She officiated Greta and Bill’s wedding six months ago. 

Marilyn was an avid gardener, talented cook, voracious reader, wonderful knitter, enthusiastic patron of 
the arts, inquisitive genealogist, and fierce advocate for justice. 

 

Sandy Warner, 84, lifelong resident of Port Dickinson, passed peacefully on February 27, 
2020. She is survived by her son, Jameson Warner & daughter-in-law, Mona Warner, daughter 
Susan Warner Lipp & son-in-law John Lipp, and grandchildren Jason Lipp and Marissa Lipp. 
She joins her outdoorsman husband of more than 35 years, Melvin Warner, in heaven. 

Sandy was a graduate of SUNY Broome and Binghamton University. She dedicated her life 
to serving others, retiring as a caseworker from Broome County Social Services, acting as a 
Deacon at The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton, was a Meals on Wheels volunteer, 
Russian exchange student host, early Girl Scout Leader and First Aid instructor. 

She loved her house, cat, gardens, birds, and a good book. She will be remembered most for her beautifully 
painted birdhouses, backyard spiedie fest picnics, close friends and her delicious baked goods.  

 

Richard Arden Ward (Dick), 90, passed away on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at Lourdes 
Hospital. He was predeceased by his mother, Florence Grumme Ward in 1964; his step-
mother, Pearl Hickok Ward, in 1988; and his father, Eugene Taylor Ward, in 1995. He is 
survived by his cousins John Ward, Ralph Ward, Jean Ward Anderson, and Alan Howland. 
Dick is also survived by many close friends: Richard West, Walter Halm, Jr., Rev. Bradley 
Marple, and Glenn Williams. 

Born in Elmira on December 15, 1929, his family moved to Binghamton in 1939. He attended local schools 
and graduated in January 1948 from Binghamton (Central) High School. In the mid-1940s, Dick, as a Boy 
Scout, became a Den Chief to a Cub Scout Pack associated with Thomas Jefferson School in Binghamton. He 
was also Junior Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 1, sponsored by West Presbyterian Church. In 1950, he 
graduated from what is now known as Farmingdale University (Long Island) with an A.A.S. degree in 
Horticulture. Dick entered the U.S. Army on March 1, 1951 and was honorably discharged in March 1953. He 
served in Korea in the 934th Engineer Aviation Brigade, a part of SCARWAF (Special Category Army with Air 
Force). He graduated from Harpur College (now Binghamton University) in 1957 with a B.A. in Business 
Administration. While at Harpur, he was President of Alpha Phi Omega fraternity, President of the Protestant 
Fellowship, and was a member of the Dionysian Society. He later became a member of Harpur’s Heritage 
Circle. Dick was the first member of his family to be awarded college degrees. After graduation, he was 
employed in administrative positions at GAF Corp. and Singer-Link in Binghamton. In 1972, he moved to 
Connecticut and entered the industrial diamond industry located in the Greater Hartford area. He retired in 
1993 as Customer Service Manager in the Super Abrasive Division of Norton Company and returned to 
Binghamton.  

Dick became well known for his hobbies of color photography, world travel, and gardening. Many of his 
photographs have won local, regional, and national awards in juried competition. For many years, his specialty 
was producing travelogues of his thirty-plus trips throughout the world — including China and Alaska. He 
enjoyed showing these to friends and organizations here and in Connecticut. His passion for photography led 
Dick to teach evening courses at two high schools in the West Hartford, CT, area. In recent years, he became 
interested in displaying and selling his salon color prints in a variety of exhibits and galleries. Some of his prints 
hang in area homes and organizations. He was a long-time member of Endwell Camera Club, Laurel Camera 
Club in West Hartford, Binghamton Camera Club, and Roberson Photo Club (and also served on its Board). As a 
volunteer, Dick served in the COMPEER program of the Mental Health Association of the Southern Tier and on 
its advisory board. His genuine interest in helping the mentally challenged ultimately led to his being voted 
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International Adult COMPEER volunteer of the year in 2004. He could not have achieved this high award 
without his wonderful friendship with Walter Halm, Jr., who he mentored as a COMPEER volunteer. Walter also 
shared in this high award. Dick was a long-time member of the former West Presbyterian Church in Binghamton 
(now United Presbyterian), where he was an ordained Elder and a Deacon. 

Memorial contributions may be made in Richard A. Ward’s name to the Foundation of the State University 
of New York at Binghamton, Inc., PO Box 6005, Binghamton, NY 13902-6005. 

 

Lillian Evelyn Chadwick, 92, passed away May 11, 2020, at the Willow Point Nursing Home in Vestal.  Born 
Lillian Evelyn Morgan in Minneapolis, MN, she married William Harrison Chadwick  at the Richfield Baptist 
Church, Richfield, MN, on February 14, 1951.  

Harrison and Evelyn wanted to experience the country, so they lived in Nebraska, Virginia, Minnesota, 
Idaho, and Montana, retiring to Lewistown, MT, in 1982. They continued to travel, visiting all 50 states and 
numerous Canadian provinces. Due to declining health, they moved to Apalachin in 2016 to be near their 
eldest son Andrew. 

Surviving are her sons Andrew (Cindy), David (Gina Pace), and Peter (Sherry Blackford), grandchildren 
Jamie Kramer, Taylor Chadwick, Sarah Chadwick, and Morgan Chadwick, and great-grandchild Chloe 
Kramer. 

 

We say goodbye for now to Helen B. Flack, 95, who finished her journey on August 25, 2020. 
Helen was originally from Delhi, NY, and graduated from Syracuse University. She was 
predeceased by her beloved parents and older brother, Jack. She and her brother were raised 
during the Depression by their widowed mother. After graduating from Syracuse University 
with a degree in chemistry, Helen became a lab technician for 14 years until marrying Robert 
L. Flack (died 1989). She then was owner of Glen Abstract Co. until her retirement. 

Helen wasn’t a quiet retiree. She was a volunteer at CHOW, an accomplished pianist, and active in church 
affairs. Survivors include nephews Will (Helen) and Dwight Brown & family, and niece Mary-Helene, whom 
she was extremely proud of as they were raised by her dear brother. Daughter Athena, grandson Jason Fehr 
(Krickitt), and great-granddaughter Serenity will miss her deeply. Special thanks to loyalty of cousin Kathy 
and Larry for many years in Binghamton. 

 

Frank Benjamin Swan, 94, of Binghamton, NY, left this world on October 7, 2020. His 
children, Terry Noxel and Glenn Swan, were by his side at Vestal Park Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center. Ben was born and raised in Ballston Spa, NY, to the Rev. Harry J. Swan 
and Glada Caffal Swan, on May 26, 1926. 

Ben served in the Army during World War II, then graduated with a BS from Union 
College. While at Union, Ben started the college golf team and met the love of his life, Eve 
Marie Bourquin. They were married in 1950 and made their home in Binghamton. Ben 
worked as a pharmaceutical sales rep for Lederle Laboratories. 

Service to others was always a priority for Ben. He served as a deacon, usher, and groundskeeper for First 
Presbyterian Church (now United Pres) for many years. Ben excelled at sports, including winning numerous 
golf championships. He was also a serious player of cards, ping-pong, handball, bowling, waterskiing, 
hunting, and fishing 

Ben was pre-deceased by Evie, his wife of 65 years (minus 1 month). He is survived by his children, Terry 
Noxel of Windsor, NY, Michele Swan (Fritz Stafford) of Meridian, Idaho, and Glenn (Marcia) Swan of 
Freeville, NY. He is also survived by grandchildren, Matthew Noxel, Katherine (Jake) Angelilli, and Emerson 
Joy LaFaye, and great grandson, Martin Mullane, Jr. 

Ben will be interred in the Columbarium at United Presbyterian Church beside his wife. A Celebration of 
Life will take place at a future time.  
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Programs & Events 
Our “Zoom room” 
One of the big changes we’ve made this year in response to the pandemic is our “Zoom room”. Thanks to the 
Zoom meetings system, we can gather virtually even though we can’t be together in person. We’ve used Zoom 
for worship but also for prayer groups, book studies, hymn sings, and social times. 

You can join our meetings online via your computer, tablet, or mobile device by going to 
upcbgm.org/zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to download the Zoom meetings 
app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and your camera. We use our “Personal Meeting 
ID” for worship and most of our programs, so they’re always in the same familiar place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you can’t join online. 
To join as a phone call: 

 dial 1-646-558-8656 

 then enter our Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 

 then enter the passcode: 42456 # 

If you have questions or need help using Zoom, feel free to call the church office for assistance. 

Staying together, apart 
All are invited to join in our Zoom groups that meet during the week. They’re a great way to stay connected 
with the church community, even if we can’t gather in person. 

Bible Study: Mondays, 12:00–1:00pm on Zoom 

We choose a specific book of the Bible and then do “deep reading” of that book, verse by verse, over the course 
of several weeks. We are reading to learn what we missed in Sunday school and what gets lost in preaching — 
to understand the Bible as the story of God’s people and their relationship to God and the world. We don’t 
always find answers, but we always learn from the text and from each other! Come and see — it would be 
good to have you with us. 

Sewing Group lunchtime social hour: Wednesdays, 12:00–1:00pm on Zoom 

Even though we can’t get together in person to work on our quilts, the Sewing Group continues to work at 
home and gathers virtually for our social lunchtime each Wednesday at noon. Everyone is welcome; bring 
your own lunch and enjoy the company. 

UPC Choir rehearsal: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7–8pm on Zoom 

The UPC choir meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each 
month via Zoom. We’re learning 
music that we’ll then record at 
home, individually. Our worship 
production team is then able to 
assemble all of the individual 
recordings into a whole choir to 
include in our worship videos. 
New members are always 
welcome! 
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Zoom Cocktail hour: Friday evenings, 5:00–6:00pm 

Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the fun as we catch up on the events of the week and share how 
we’re doing. You never know who you might see — or what they might be wearing! 

Sewing Group Hasn’t Dropped a Stitch 
Despite the pandemic, the Sewing Group has been busy making quilts, hats, scarves, stuffed animals, and 
other items for donation to new babies, community groups and those in need. 

Where there’s a will (and mission), there’s a way, so the inability to meet in person hasn’t hindered this 
creative group. Meeting every Wednesday at noon via Zoom beginning this past spring, the dedicated 
members provided updates on current happenings within the church family and shared sewing and knitting 
projects that are being worked on at home. Members tuned in from far and 
wide: Nancy Walter provided updates from Florida before she arrived back 
in New York, sending the Florida sunshine virtually. Staying connected has 
been easy and fun. 

Since our last update, the group was blessed with a very generous 
donation of fabric, yarn, sewing books, notions, and other supplies from a 
local seamstress. The sewing group has begun sorting the colorful fabrics 
and supplies which will keep them busy for a long time. A number of 
complete project “kits” have been donated from a variety of sources — 
please reach out to Ann Cobb if you’re interested in completing a kit for your 
own use or to donate the finished product.  

While the group has been productive while at home, during September, 
the group met in a “hybrid” fashion, with some members returning to the 
church to work on-site and others joining via Zoom. It was great to be back 
together in person! Thank you to Scott Kindig for setting up the “big screen” 
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so that those participating virtually feel like they’re in the room. Unfortunately, the COVID flare that began in 
October led us to suspend hybrid meetings and go back to our Zoom lunch hour. 

In other news, the Sewing Group thanks Reeta Hayes for her contributions over the years. Reeta has now 
moved out-of-state to live closer to her daughter. We will miss her presence, friendly personality and many 
talents, and wish her all the best. 

The group is always seeking new members, regardless of prior experience or skill level. Please consider 
joining on Wednesdays from 9 am to noon, followed by a bring-your-own lunch. For more information, please 
contact the church office or one of the group’s members (Cindy Burger, Cindy Chadwick, Ann Cobb, Ellen 
Hancock-Berti, Reeta Hayes, Jean Hill, Janet and Len Hoover, Margaret Sands and Nancy Walter). Whether 
you choose to work from home (any knitters out there?) or at the church, with every stitch you’ll likely feel 
very satisfied that you’re producing creative, functional items to help others. And if you’d rather not cut, sew, 
trim or tie, you can join Len Hoover, who serves as our hospitality host! 

Spiritual Formation 
Our Spiritual Formation team has not let COVID-19 stop us from learning more about our faith. We continued 
on with several of our book studies, moving the venue to Zoom! 

Pastor Kimberly led us through Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Entering the Passion of Jesus, in April. Amy-Jill 
Levine is a professor of New Testament and Jewish studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School, and we had some 
great discussions around the context of the biblical texts of Holy Week. 

Chris Burger led a group through the book Falter by Bill McKibben, about the perils of climate change. It 
was an eye-opening read and a call to action to realize the danger we are facing. The group wrestled with this 
book and emerged with a greater understanding of the mission ahead of us if we take our call as Christians 
seriously to care for creation. 

Judy Westcott led a group in July that helped many of us look inward and gave us some tools to be less 
anxious and more mindful. She led us through the book Strength in the Storm by Eknath Easwaran, and we 
learned the calming power of the mantram, choosing kindness, and one-pointed attention. These practices 
help us to be calm and present in times of stress and help us to take on challenges with focus and clarity. 

Our Monday noon Bible Study finished reading through the book of Psalms and then took on the book of 
Revelation. There is a great satisfaction to say that you have read through an entire book and we learn so much 
from the context around the more popular passages. In October, we tackled the Apocryphal book of 1 
Maccabees. It is an intertestamental writing thought to cover the period taking place between 198 and 134 BCE. 
It’s a story of a Jewish revolutionary movement to fight the ruling party over religious freedom, and it contains 
the story behind the Jewish festival of Hanukah. 

This fall we are looking to bring more opportunities to strengthen 
your faith. We would like to offer more than just our Monday night 
book study. There are several books we are looking to plug into the 
lineup with some varieties in times and genre. Possibilities include a 
fiction book group, another meditation study led by Judy Westcott, 
and some ways to engage in environmental or anti-racism work. Stay 
tuned for more information on those as we go forward. 

Sunday School Packets by mail! 
Each week since Easter, Pastor Becky and Tammie have been sending 
packets to our families with young children. Each week has a letter 
explaining some of the story that the Sunday scripture is about, a 
coloring sheet, an activity sheet like a word search, and a game, craft,  
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or activity. We wanted the children to still feel connected to their church family even though they were stuck 
at home. Here are some of the pictures the families have sent us of the fun they had with their packets.  

News from Session & Presbytery 
Session Highlights 
The members of Session have taken the following actions in recent months:  

 Reviewed plans for the Deacon Ministry program and voted to go forward with it. 

 Held many discussions regarding the use of the building and the safety of the staff, tenants, and visitors as 
the COVID-19 pandemic changed everything. 

 Worked with the Property Team to modify access to the building and safely regulate traffic flow within the 
building. 

 Welcomed new members David & Margaret 
Davis, Sara Lieberman, and Felix & Jessica 
Rwabukwisi. 

 Rescheduled Part Two of the Annual 
Congregational Meeting (Programs & Elections) 
from June 2020 to January 2021 to combine it 
with Part One (Finances); the Session Class of 
2020 agreed to continue serving until the Class 
of 2023 is elected. 

 Learned that the Community Meal and Food 
Pantry are experiencing increasing numbers of 
participants and commended Coordinator 
Sherry Conklin for her efforts in offering 
hospitality to the larger community. 

 Approved repairing the drainage problem in 
the parking lot to eliminate leakage in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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Property Update 
The Property team has been very busy this summer. The number one task has been researching and 
implementing ways to make the building safe for people during this pandemic. We helped the staff develop 
building reopening guidelines in line with New York state protocols. We knew that many of the fans in the 
bathrooms were not working properly, so we installed new fans to ensure proper ventilation. We have done 
much research on the current ASHRAE guidelines on how to ventilate and filter the spaces in the building. 
Our biggest concern is the sanctuary. It has no direct ventilation. There are no windows that open and no door 
that leads directly outside, and there is no ductwork to carry air in or out of the space. We have looked at UV 
light technology to try to mitigate some of the danger, but the data is not there yet on what intensity of light 
will kill COVID-19. We are researching with our heating and cooling vendor, Climate Control, into air 
purifiers for our smaller spaces and into filters in our ductwork for the spaces that have them. 

The other major project we have been working on is the water leaking into the basement areas. We have 
tracked down that the drains on the roof — which, on our architectural plans, lead into a pipe around the 
building and into the sewer — don’t actually do that, because the sewer connection shown on the plans was 
never actually installed. Instead, those drain pipes lead into a catch basin in the parking lot that is too small, 
and the entry pipe is below the drain, causing water to back up into the building. This was a lot of research 
and looking into pipes with a camera from Drain Brain and unclogging things. We are working on a plan to fix 
the problem that will need to 
have a new, bigger catch basin 
in the parking lot to handle the 
amount of water that comes off 
the building. 

On Sunday, October 18, a 
small but dedicated group of 
volunteers worked together for 
some fall yardwork, focusing 
on pruning and weeding the 
front garden area. It was a 
beautiful day and a nice 
opportunity to spend some 
time together safely.  



 
 
 
 

18   ≡   UP-Beat Newsletter 

Service of Ordination of Hilary Island-Thomas 
Sunday, November 1, 3pm at Charlotte Valley Presbyterian Church and on Zoom 

The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley will be  
ordaining Hilary Island-Thomas to serve as 
temporary pastor of the Charlotte Valley 
Presbyterian Church. We will be streaming the 
service over Zoom. 

The Commission on Ministry extends this 
invitation: “In this time of COVID restrictions, 
many who would normally attend an ordination 
won’t be able to be there. We would still like to 
surround Hilary with a presbytery’s worth of 
laying on of hands. We have a way you can 
participate, even if you will be watching from 
home. 

“All ordained elders, deacons, and ministers 
are asked to make an outline of their hand with 
their name written in the middle of it. You can 
do this on any color paper you wish or even take 
a photograph of your outstretched hand as an 
option. We will incorporate these into the prayer 
of ordination when those present will also lay 
their hands on Hilary. Please mail the paper or 
email the photo to the addresses below. 

      Rev. Lisa Heckman 
      3 Cedar Ct., Endwell, NY 13760 
      COMchair@susvalpresby.org 

“Please get your hands to Lisa by October 
29th. Thanks in advance for being a part of 
Hilary’s and CVPC’s special day!” 

 
Joys and Concerns 
Upcoming Birthdays 
October 
29 Ken Mebert 
30 Kristine Valashinas 
 
November 
  2 Julia Jurena 
  4 Gail Wilson 
  7 Sally Menges 

Lana Ogden 
 
 

 
 
 
 
16 Dean Ogden 
19 Margaret Sands 
22 John Wilson 
25 Elizabeth Boland-Hayes 

Fred Russell 
30 David Sands 
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Prayer Corner 
Baby Boom! Since our last newsletter, we have had a number of babies born in our 
United Pres community: 

Evelyn Elise Chastain (Pictured, right) was born on June 21 to Ben and Margie — Pastor 
Kimberly’s first grandchild! 

Owen Westcott (Pictured, below) was born on August 4 to Pete and Jackie Westcott — 
Judy’s first grandchild! He weighed 3 lbs. 1 oz., so spent almost 2 months in the NICU, 
but is now home & doing great! 

Oliver Girdwood was born on September 25 — Owen has a second cousin! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicquoia Wren Smartt to Breana and Henry was born on September 10 — Jean Hill’s 
first great-great grandchild! 

Ellie Maria Ortiz was born on September 2 — Another great-grandchild for Ann Cobb! 

Amelia June Mitchell (Pictured, right) was born on September 8 — Another grandchild 
for Chris & Cindy Burger! 

Celebrating Graduation: Sydney B., Morgan C.(1), Ed H.(2),  
Evan K., Matt L., Dylan P.(3), Emily R.(4), Jullian W.(5), David W. 

Students, navigating school during pandemic: college — 
Victoria B., Ryan H., Emma K., Sara L., Julia N., Holly R., 
Oliver R., Jullian W.; grade school — Aeden H., Grace H., 
Ethan N., Ellis N., Cleo P., Kayla P., Sam R.  

Grieving: 
 Friends & Family of: John Blacheck, Alice Brooks, Robert 

Carpenter, Evelyn Chadwick, Sean Donohue, Helen Flack, 
Joshua Adam Gage, Marilyn Myers, David Raboy, Robert 
“Rollo” Rolison, Russell Sprague, Ben Swan, Sandy Warner, 
Dick Ward 

 Elikem & family, death of his sister; Gerry & family, death of 
mother; Eugene & James & family, deaths of two cousins; 
Maida & family, death of sister-in-law; Aaron & family, 
deaths of uncle and great-aunt Minnie; Chris & Cindy, 
deaths of several close friends; Ellen, death of best friend 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bette A., Gail C., Kristie P., Char S., Muriel S., Jim S. 

Ongoing: Gary A., Grace D., Brian, Harley, Dianne H., Bobbie H., Jeffrey J., Becky K., Larry, Audrey M., 
Marian P., Jean R., Penny, Fredrick W. 

❶ ❷ ❸ 

❹ ❺ 
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Our Community Meal gets “gobbled up” 
This is what it looks like to roast 8 turkeys at one time! 
We prepared and served 14 turkeys for our 
Community Meal on Tuesday, August 25, providing 
180 meals that night. The meal that night was  turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, corn or summer squash or 
green beans, cranberry sauce, gravy, and cookies. 

 

 


