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Projection artists Tamara Sefcovicova, Jordi Pont, and Xavi Bové will partner with the Binghamton 
Philharmonic to transform our sanctuary into an otherworldly work of art during the LUMA 
Projection Arts Festival, September 7–8. 

More information on the LUMA Festival can be found in the “Community Engagement” section. 
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 Pastor’s Ponderings 
Dear Ones, 

Once again, we getting ready to start the program year, and once again I feel 
like cheering, because we have so many exciting things on the horizon! 

 We are hosting the only indoor event on LUMA weekend, September 7–9,  
in our sanctuary, with a light-and-orchestra show from Barcelona called 
“Transfiguracio.” 

 We are continuing to expand our worship music program as we invite everyone who has a heart to 
sing, dance, play, or participate to join with us, including a music training event featuring our very 
own Christina Santa Maria at the end of October. UPC Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday, 
September 12, and United Ringers handbell choir rehearsals start on Sunday, September 23. 

 We are continuing the conversation about how to be a place of 
welcome at our congregational retreat, October 12–14. 

 Also in October, we will host a special production of The Laramie 
Project, the story of Matthew Shepard, an American student at the 
University of Wyoming who was beaten, tortured, and left to die 
while tied to a fence near Laramie on the night of October 6, 1998. 
This is our first collaboration with the Identity Youth Center, which 
works for support and acceptance of LGBTQIA+ youth in the 
Binghamton area. 

 Our Community Meal continues every Tuesday night, and while we 
are expanding our reach to include more community volunteers, we 
still have space for YOU to become involved under the dynamic 
leadership of our Community Meal Coordinator, Katie Kukol. 

 Speaking of food, we are starting another round of Connections 
dinners, small dinner parties hosted in member homes to help us get 
to know each other better. If you’d like to be involved, speak to 
Marilyn Myers or one of the pastors. 

 We’ve got some important construction projects pending in our facilities, but we continue to work 
with the GED and the Urban League to provide space, safety, and quality programming that 
fosters knowledge and growth in our community. 

 Our Spiritual Formation ministry will be ramping up with Sunday School beginning on September 
16, and this fall’s first book study starting on September 10 (Just Mercy by Brian Stevenson). Scott 
has created a beautiful flyer describing the whole program—look for it! 

 And I have offered to do a class on “Peculiar People” to explain what makes Presbyterians unique, 
if there is interest. Call the office or speak to me directly. 

As we continue to learn and grow together, I am grateful for all of the ways that God is opening up 
for us to serve in our community. May the Spirit give us grace to follow where God has called us to be. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kimberly  

Christina Santa Maria 
lifted her voice to praise 
God when she celebrated 

worship with us on July 1. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Flumafestival.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHXuy5MPzJK7533uPmJUj7akmzh8w
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Flumafestival.com%2Ffeature%2Ftransfiguracio%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE4J7AiRC15-iqs5ydjzEswF2h7Jw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FThe_Laramie_Project&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRsEFMP2JUBymw9RoaKS16PEjPkw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FThe_Laramie_Project&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRsEFMP2JUBymw9RoaKS16PEjPkw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FMatthew_Shepard&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFWmVRYojTxIOqyZ7nkh5ug-c1aaA
https://sites.google.com/upcbgm.org/up-beat-newsletter-fall-2018/community-engagement?authuser=0
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.binghamtonschools.org%2Fadult.aspx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGD_tPkL2aXodtMsZigQd08J63Kng
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fbcul.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEOGd94-Lh7cwJ1wjH2YR8DGYfWIg
https://sites.google.com/upcbgm.org/up-beat-newsletter-fall-2018/our-church-family/spiritual-formation?authuser=0
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“Dinner Church” Evening Worship Services 

Did you see that we made the papers with “Dinner Church”? It was a nice long article, telling the story of 
how it came to be and what we do. And I believe we can declare the experiment a success. We increased 
our summer attendance on the days we had two services, we had a chance to talk to each other about 
matters of faith, and we ate a lot of good food. 

Dinner church is a lot like regular church, with some key differences: We worship around tables 
together, so we see each other face to face. We talk to each other during the reflection time, instead of one 
of the pastors talking during that time and the rest of us listening. And when the service is ended, with 
share a potluck supper together. It’s fun, it’s relaxed, and I believe that the conversations broadened our 
vision of what our church can be and do. 

Key takeaways: 

1. As our congregation is changing, with new people coming in and old friends moving away or 
entering eternal life, it is important that we keep providing opportunities to get to know each other. 
It doesn’t happen automatically. And since most of us sit in the same place in the sanctuary and 
follow the same paths on a weekly basis, it’s important for the session and the pastors to keep our 
eyes open for ways to “mix it up.” If you have ideas, or want to be part of the Connections initiative, 
talk to Marilyn Myers or to one of the pastors. 

2. We’re about evenly divided between people who want to have conversations about the scripture 
lesson and about spiritual stuff, and people who would rather sit back and listen. So we need to 
provide both kinds of opportunities, to ensure that everyone is given a chance to reflect and grow in 
their own way. 

3. We are busy people, in a very busy town! We will probably continue to experiment with when the 
best time to offer a different worship opportunity would be, since as we have returned to our fall 
rhythm, we know that time is precious. Our goal is to build community and provide chances for 
everyone to grow in faith and love, and to embrace the vision of welcome and sharing that we are 
called to follow in this beloved community of Christ. 

That’s what I’ve learned! What did you think? I’d love to hear from you about your experiences and 
your needs for worship and spiritual growth.     Blessings, Pastor Kimberly 

 

Music Notes 
As summer flows into fall, the music program at United Presbyterian will once again have choirs beginning 
rehearsals. Wednesday, September 12 at 7pm is the first UPC Choir rehearsal, with Aimee Backus directing. 
United Ringers Handbell Choir rehearsals are after worship on Sunday morning, starting September 23. All 
are welcome whether you are returning or want to try something new. We are a fluid group, understanding 
that people travel, have conflicts, etc. We learn in person and through audio media (YouTube, etc.), so even if 
you are not a music reader you can participate. 

On Saturday, October 27, from 10am to 2pm, Christina Rose Santa Maria will be leading a fun and 
educating music workshop with lunch break in the middle! This is a great time to step in, invite a friend and 
enjoy learning about the instrument, our voice. Christina is a former Interim Choir Director at United, has 
degrees from Binghamton University and Westminster Choir College, and now serves as the Choir/Orchestra 
Director at Trinity United Methodist Church in the Buffalo area. This time together is at the request of many of 
our choir members, who are wanting to enrich their experience and learn more about the voice! It is helpful to 
know the numbers, so let Aimee Backus or Rebecca Mebert know you are coming! 
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Special music in this summer’s worship services included (from left to right) vocalists Aimee Backus and Ken Mebert, 
cellist Emma Scheneman, and violinist Sophia Klin. Members of the United Ringers handbell choir enhanced the hymn 
accompaniment on August 19. 

Music leadership working with our programs are: 

 Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 

 Aimee Backus, Choral director, flute, vocal soloist 

 Phil Westcott, United Ringers Handbell Choir director, 
UPC Choir bass section leader, tenor saxophone 

 Lianne Aharony, UPC Choir soprano section leader 

 Cole Tornberg, UPC Choir tenor section leader 

 David Williams, flute, composer, sound support, UPC 
Choir member 

Supporting accompanists include Andy Chadwick and Elikem 
Nyamuame, along with other community keyboard resources. 
This enriched music program also includes many congregational 
members who spend hours of volunteer time to keep our 
worship vital, fun and worshipful. Please consider being a part of 
our music programs. 

—Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 

P.S. I am deeply grateful for the vision of our Personnel and Session who have continue to support me as I 
oversee the resources of people and instruments and as we expand our programs with the goal of including 
the entire congregation in making a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

Madrigal Choir of Binghamton concert 

Sunday, October 21, at 3:00pm 

We welcome the Madrigal Choir of Binghamton to our sanctuary on Sunday, 
October 21, as they kick off their 2018–19 season “Singing from the Heart.” In their 
fall concert “Words in Music: Choral Settings of Great Texts,” the Madrigal Choir 
will present beautiful settings of texts including Psalms, Shakespeare, and the 
featured piece, Dylan Thomas’s “Fern Hill” in a setting by John Corigliano. 

For tickets and more information, visit their website at www.madrigalchoir.com, 
or call Earl Westerlund at 607-217-4110. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.madrigalchoir.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFCtkp3Oczn_5z9LaHjC3puM7dOYw
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Associate Pastor’s Letter 
Greetings friends, 

Like many of you, I can’t believe that summer is almost over. But even though it 
was a time to slow things down a bit and catch our breath from the program year, we 
still kept busy with good things. Here are some of my highlights. 

In June, we decorated the sanctuary with 
rainbows to celebrate LGBTQIA+ Pride 
Month. As a congregation who affirms that God made each of us 
perfect as we are, we wanted to make a visual impression to 
anyone who came into our sanctuary this month. We had so 
many positive comments, both from you on Sundays and from 
other people who visited our building during the week. A few 
even teared up a little having never been in a church before that 
was welcoming. They said seeing it was a wonderful feeling. 

Also in June, I was part of the delegation from this Presbytery 
to go to our PC(USA) 223rd General Assembly (GA) in St. Louis, 
MO. It was my first time to go to GA and it was great. Our 
denomination is so full of dedicated people bringing God’s light 
and love into the world through worship, mission work, and 
social justice advocacy. It was wonderful to hear stories from all 
over the country and the world, but to also share with others the 
good work we are doing here at UPC Binghamton. 

In July, I helped lead the presbytery’s Youth Mission Trip to 
Shepherd’s Spring Outdoor Ministry & Retreat Center in 
Sharpsburg, Maryland, where we experienced their Heifer Global 
Village. We learned a lot about global poverty and the way that 
partnerships instead of handouts are helping around the world, 
including places in the U.S. like Appalachia. At the end of the 
week, we spent the night in small groups in various re-creations 
of houses from different parts of the world that Heifer has 
programs in. We had to make our own dinner and each group 
was given various things, but not enough to get by. We had to 
rely on trading with the other houses to have enough for a meal, 
for water, and for fire. It really brought the classroom lessons 
home and developed an enormous sense of empathy from us for 
the people who live in places like these. 

In August, it was a delight for me to preach a four-week series on the letter to the 
Ephesians. I know I learned a lot and hope you enjoyed it too. It was good to think about how 
God is calling us to be in community with each other and to then go out into the world and 
spread God’s love.  

And I want to thank all of you for your kind well-wishes as we sent my daughter Emma off to Cornell. 
It has been an adjustment for her and for us. Your thoughts and prayers in this transition have been 
greatly appreciated! 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Becky  
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 Community Engagement 

Upcoming Events 

Becoming an Age-Friendly Community 

Friday, September 14, 2:30–3:30pm at Broome County Public Library 

You are invited to join the Broome County Office for the Aging for a Forum on Becoming an Age-Friendly 
Community. Broome County recognizes the benefits of becoming age-friendly — environmentally, socially, 
and economically. Age-friendly communities make a commitment to actively work together toward being a 
great place to live for people of all ages. This forum will explain what it means to be an Age-Friendly 
Community, and how you as a community member can be involved. 

For more information, contact the Broome County Office for the Aging, 607-778-2411, or Cindy Burger, 
csburger@frontiernet.net or 607-692-3442. 

Drive for Change: Captain & Crew Golf Tournament 

Saturday, September 22, at Belden Hill Golf Club in Harpursville 

Truth Pharm is holding its second annual Drive for Change golf tournament fund-raiser. Along with the 
tournament itself, there will be live music, basket raffles, door prizes, and a dinner to follow. 

All proceeds will go to raising awareness of substance use disorders, reducing the stigma, educating the 
public, and advocating for change to end the overdose health care crisis. 

For more information, visit Truth Pharm’s Facebook page at facebook.com/TruthPharm or contact Diane 
Semo at truthpharmrainmaker@gmail.com. 

Dining for Dollars: A Clergy Server Evening 

Thursday, October 11, starting at 5:30pm at the Polish Community Center 

It’s that time again when we challenge Pastor Kimberly and Pastor Becky to 
demonstrate their waitress skills at the annual Dining for Dollars event, Thursday, 
October 11 at the Polish Community Center, 347 Prospect Street, Binghamton. Through 
their Senior Living Ministry, Faith in Action Volunteers of the Broome County Council 
of Churches helps elderly community members maintain their independence in their 
own homes by providing light housekeeping and transportation for appointments & 
grocery shopping, and by making regular phone calls to check in with them. Several 
people from the UPC congregation have volunteered with this ministry for many years. 

For more information or to make a reservation, contact Ann Cobb or Jean Hill by 
October 1, or call BCCC at 607-724-9130 or visit their website, broomecouncil.net. 

Spirits of Binghamton Past 

Friday, October 19, 6–9pm, downtown Binghamton 

The Preservation Association of the Southern Tier presents a guided walking tour of 
Downtown Binghamton to learn about significant people and architecture in 
Binghamton’s past. Actors portray the spirits of persons such as Isaac Perry, Willis 
Sharpe Kilmer, Rod Serling, local suffrage leaders, and many more. Tours start at Christ 
Episcopal Church on the corner Henry and Water Streets, and depart at 15-minute 
intervals starting at 6pm.  UPC is one of the stops on the walking tour. 

To purchase tickets and reserve your time, call 607-237-0887 or go to www.pastny.org. 

mailto:csburger@frontiernet.net
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FTruthPharm%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFn8eY49pY8xnwX048BsRnE_1lWiQ
mailto:truthpharmrainmaker@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/KcR29UkicrP2
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fbroomecouncil.net%2Ffaith-in-action%2Ffund-raising-events%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHxI2OqrnkSMOiPnr6Z4mSKr1iaqw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fbroomecouncil.net%2Ffaith-in-action%2Ffund-raising-events%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHxI2OqrnkSMOiPnr6Z4mSKr1iaqw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pastny.org%2Ftours-events&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF9JR_N_cwMP0n9XXBo4U27qabqwQ
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LUMA Projection Arts Festival 

Friday & Saturday, September 7–8, various downtown locations 

“Transfiguracio” presentation in our sanctuary, both nights, 8:30–11:15pm 

LUMA is a cutting edge festival held annually in Binghamton that celebrates 
the intersection of art and technology. Using projection mapping, the artists 
participating in the LUMA Festival transform downtown Binghamton’s 
historic architecture into vibrant works of art. City hall turns into a gingerbread  
house. The courthouse becomes Stonehenge. The light overpowers the surface  
and the effect seems real. 

UPC is delighted to be one of the locations taking part in this 
year’s festival. “Transfiguracio,” featuring the Binghamton 
Philharmonic, is a fully immersive presentation that will bring a 
mesmerizing interaction of lights and orchestral music to our 
sanctuary. The hypnotic musical score is classical, contemporary, 
and minimalist, with a light electronic touch. The constant 
momentum of vividly highlighted light fragments sweeps across 
the ceiling, bringing us closer to the architecture by uniting music, 
illumination, and emotion. 

This display is the only ticketed event in the festival, and tickets 
are now on sale ($8). They’ve just added two shows to the schedule 
because the rest had sold out, so if you want to see the display, 
you’d better hurry! Tickets are on sale through the Binghamton 
Philharmonic at www.binghamtonphilharmonic.org under 
“Upcoming Concerts.” 

For more on the LUMA Festival, visit their website at lumafestival.com. 

Opportunities for Service 

Community Meal 

Every Tuesday, 5:00–5:45pm 

Our Community Meal is a free meal that is open to 
anybody in the community. The meal is served every 
Tuesday, 5:00–5:45pm, to approximately 125–150 people.  

We’re looking for volunteers to help with food 
preparation, plating, and serving dinners. We especially 
need help on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Tuesdays. Meal 
preparation begins around noon; those who do plating 
and serving are needed at 4:30pm. 

We invite you to donate your time, energy, and 
experience. Our volunteers say they feel rewarded 
many times over for the help they provide in making  
a difference in the lives of others. 

If you’d like to be a part of this vital and much-needed ministry, whether just for one week or on an 
ongoing basis, please contact Community Meal Coordinator Katie Kukol at meal@upcbgm.org or  
607-722-4219. Thanks! 

Some of the many volunteers who help us make the 
Community Meal happen each week. 

 

mailto:meal@upcbgm.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://lumafestival.com/&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHXuy5MPzJK7533uPmJUj7akmzh8w
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 Care & Share Distribution Project 

2nd Wednesday of every month, 9:30am–12:30pm 

This program provides personal care products to individuals and families who 
hold Broome County, New York State Benefit Identification cards and receive 
SNAP benefits. The purpose of the Care & Share Project is to provide items that 
cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits. 

WHERE: Library Lounge 

TIME: 9:30am (place orders); 10:30am (distribution starts)  

All hands welcome! 

Thank you to all those who continue to support this program. Please help by purchasing products, or 
donating funds to support the project. 

We need: bars of soap, shampoo, deodorant, razors, laundry and dishwashing detergents, and sanitary 
napkins/tampons. These items can be dropped off at the office. 

For more information, or to volunteer, contact the office (office@upcbgm.org). 

Sewing Group 

Wednesdays, 9am–12pm 

The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on 
the 2nd floor, working to create crib-size or lap quilts, 
decorative pillows, and walker “carry bags,” as well as knitted 
hats, sweaters, mittens, scarves, and baby items. Our donations 
are given to: 

 Charities including Mom’s House, the YWCA, Rescue 
Mission, Birthright, Meals on Wheels, and Camp Sunshine 
(for children with terminal cancer); 

 Care facilities including Willow Point, Fairview Good 
Shepherd, United Methodist Homes (Elizabeth Church & St. 
Louise Manor), Hilltop, Bridgewater, and Absolute Care; 

 Our homebound members; 

 Folks who are part of our “UPC lobby” community; 

 and newborns in our congregation receive a quilt gift. 

Anyone interested is encouraged to join them on 
Wednesday mornings starting at 9am. Bring a sandwich to enjoy lunch during fellowship at 12 noon. No 
special sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, 
or heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand hemming skills are a plus. 

 

Our Church Family 
Coffee Fellowship Refreshments 

Want to provide refreshments one Sunday? Sign up on the church bulletin board 
across the hall from the sanctuary. 

Tablecloths, napkins, plates, and serving dishes are in the kitchenette, off the 
Library Lounge, for your use. 

All offerings are welcome! 

The Sewing Group made fidget quilts and 
donated them to the Good Shepherd Village’s 
memory unit. These quilts provide sensory 

stimulation for the restless hands of patients 
with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia. 
 

mailto:office@upcbgm.org
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Another side to Cole Tornberg, UPC’s tenor section leader and wine 
connoisseur. This summer, Cole spent some time working in his family’s 
vineyard on Long Island. 

 

In August, Pastor Kimberly was away 
visiting her friend Reinhilde in 
Germany. Here she is in a Wittenberg 
bookstore with friends from grad 
school, showing off some of the books 
that Reinhilde has published! 

 

In Memoriam 

Doris Folejewski, 102, of Binghamton, passed away Tuesday, July 10, at the James G. 
Johnston Nursing Home at Hilltop Retirement Center in Johnson City. Born August 19, 
1915, in Binghamton, the daughter of the late John Moore and Bessie Grant Moore, and 
loving wife of the late William Folejewski who died in April of 1973. She is survived by 
two daughters Suzanne Merkin of Gastonia, NC, and Pamela (John) Davies of Lake Placid, 
NY. Also surviving her are several cousins. She has five grandchildren, Deborah 
(Andrew) Moore, Rebecca (Mark) Tolbert, Daniel Merkin, Aaron (Irene) Merkin, and 
Joshua Merkin. Doris has ten great grandchildren, Ben and Rachel Moore, Sarah and 
Abigail Tolbert, William and Elizabeth Merkin, Natalie and Isabella Merkin, Reese and 

Edan Merkin and three step great grandchildren, Tyler Merkin, and Emily and Noa Visnik. Doris was a long-
time member of West Presbyterian Church, where she was baptized and where she served as an Elder and a 
Deacon. She then joined the United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton after the merger of First and West 
Presbyterian Churches. She belonged to the New York State Teachers’ Association, Eastern Broome Branch 
Teachers’ Association, and the Tuscarora Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Member of 
the Grant Scottish Society, one-time member of Delta Kappa Gamma, a National Teachers’ Honorary Society, 
Johnson City Senior Citizens, and Friends of the Library member. She taught 38 years in the elementary grades 
of the Binghamton School District. She enjoyed reading, traveling both locally and abroad, and she spent much 
time researching her family genealogy. Doris was very proud to be the granddaughter of a Civil War veteran, 
and kept a list of all the battles in which he fought. The Folejewski family thanks the staff at the Hilltop 
Retirement Center for the many kindnesses to Doris, who lived there for over twenty years. 

Betsy Becker Aswad, novelist, professor, wife of Richard and mother of Kristin and Jem, passed away in 
Johnson City, New York on July 24. She was 79. Betsy was born in Binghamton in 1939 to Jane and George 
Becker, grew up on the West Side, and graduated from Binghamton Central High School. She received her 
B.A. from Harpur College and her Master’s Degree and her Ph.D. in English from SUNY Binghamton, where 
she also was a professor from the 1960s through the 1980s, specializing in literature and creative writing. She 
published two novels, “Family Passions” and “Winds of the Old Days,” the latter of which was nominated for 
an Edgar Allan Poe Award by the Mystery Writers of America in 1981. She married Richard (“Dick”) Aswad in 
1962 and lived in the same house in Johnson City from 1966 until the present, although she and Dick traveled 
widely in Europe, the United States, and the Middle East. She was a voracious reader with a formidable 
knowledge of literature and poetry, and a lively, witty, and highly opinionated conversationalist who was 
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 beloved by her family, her wide circle of friends, and her students. She was also an early feminist, teaching a 
class on the history of the women’s movement at SUNY Binghamton during the early 1970s and speaking at 
the Binghamton Kiwanis Club and on local news about the subject. She passed along all of these qualities, 
along with a deep love and appreciation for music, to her family. She is survived by her husband, her brother 
G. William Becker (of Towson, MD), her two children and five grandchildren, Caleb, June, Daniel, Tess, and 
James, along with many relatives and friends. 

Joan Auchinachie Bomboy died July 30 at Elizabeth Church Manor following several 
years of declining health. She was predeceased by her parents A. Roy and Helen 
Auchinachie; her husband Bernard Bomboy; brother, A. Roy (Sandy) Auchinachie, Jr.; 
and nephew Timothy Auchinachie. Joan is survived by her brother Robert E. (Ramona) 
Auchinachie; sister-in-law Betty C. Auchinachie; nieces Deborah Auchinachie Quelle, 
Wenda Auchinachie Miller, Jill (Kelly) Auchinachie Kelley; and nephew Bob (Kate) 
Auchinachie, Jr. Joan was blessed by the friendship and special care she received from her 
caregiver Martha McMillan and the staffs of Saint Louise and Elizabeth Church. 

News from Session 

Highlights from Session 

by Cynthia Burger, Clerk of Session 

The members of Session have taken the following actions in recent months: 

 Rejoiced at the election of George Cummings, Allison Nyamuame, and Aaron Whitney to the Session Class 
of 2021, and planned the ordination of Allison and Aaron and installation of all three for September 9; 

 Learned that Ann Cobb, Jean Hill, and Aaron Whitney are interested in developing the Deacons’ Ministry; 

 Developed a policy concerning requests for the church to participate in other organizations’ fundraisers: in 
general the UPC will not purchase a table or a program advertisement but will share event information 
with the congregation; 

 Learned that the CARES (Community Advocates Restoring Educational Standards) organization is again 
holding a drive for school supplies for local students and agreed to inform the congregation about this 
opportunity; 

 Began developing a policy regarding requests from organizations or individuals for loans from the church; 

 Accepted three recommendations from the Property Team, that: (1) the Terrace Room skylights be removed 
during the roof renovation project; (2) a heat pump to provide air conditioning be installed in the Chapel as 
part of the roof repair project; and (3) the heater in the Terrace Room be replaced now with a heat pump to 
provide heat and air conditioning; 

 Approved a request from the LUMA Fest organizers and the Binghamton Philharmonic to remove several 
pews in the front of the sanctuary for the September 7 and 8 performances; 

 Heard a report that the Community Meal program is in need of more people and/or teams to provide the 
meal on Tuesday nights, and discussed ways to publicize this mission opportunity to other organizations. 

Welcome New Nursery Staff 

This summer we added a second Nursery Attendant during Sunday worship. We’re 
pleased to welcome Brooke Bokal, who is a freshman at Binghamton University, majoring 
in Chemistry. Brooke graduated from Maine-Endwell and has been a long-time friend of 
Pastor Becky’s daughter Emma. We’re delighted to have her here to help care for and 
play with our burgeoning crop of little ones during worship. 
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Upcoming Church Events 

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention 

Tuesdays, September 4 through October 24, 9:30–10:30am 

Tai Chi is an art and an exercise from ancient China that was created based on the laws of nature. Most people 

practice Tai Chi for health and relaxation. Evidence has shown that the slow gentle movements of Tai Chi can 

help people with arthritis increase their strength, flexibility and stamina, reducing their pain and improving 

their balance to prevent falls. 

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention uses gentle Sun-style Tai Chi routines that are safe, easy to learn, 

and suitable for beginners. This program has been developed by Dr. Paul Lam in collaboration with the 

Arthritis Foundation and is recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Dr. Lam is a 

medical doctor in Sydney, Australia. 

This free eight-week program is designed to not only be relaxing, but enjoyable, too! 

Dates and Times: Tuesdays, 9:30–10:30am, September 4 through October 23 (no class on September 18) at 

United Presbyterian Church. To register, call the church office at 607-722-4219 or send an email to 

office@upcbgm.org. 

Instructor: Cindy Burger, certified by the Tai Chi for Health Institute to teach Tai Chi for Arthritis and Tai 

Chi for Fall Prevention. www.taichiforhealthinstitute.org 
 

Adult & Children’s Sunday School Classes 

Starting Sunday, September 16 

Our Sunday School classes follow the same Seasons of the Spirit curriculum that  

we also use for our worship services.  

The Adult class meets before worship at 9:00am. Led by class members on a rotating 

basis, we discuss the scripture passage of the day. All are welcome. 

The children’s classes meet after worship at 11:25am. We have classes for children 

ages 3 and up. We hope you’ll join us! 

 

Church Support Workshop “Church 102” 

Saturday, October 6, 9am–2pm at First Presbyterian Church of Oneonta 

The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley’s Committee on Ministry is offering the second part of their church 

support workshops this fall. All are invited to come, enjoy fellowship & free food, and learn and experience 

how the churches of our presbytery can move into a vision of spiritual growth and renewal. 

During the workshop led by Elder George Budine, Commissioned Lay Pastor at Nichols Pres, there will be 

time to break into small groups. We’ll be presented with different situations for everyone to discuss, with real 

solutions that churches can adopt. This workshop will allow more interaction between everyone. 

RSVPs are requested by September 28, and childcare is available upon request. If you have questions, or to 

RSVP, contact Pastor Becky or the Presbytery office (pmc@susvalpresby.org or 607-323-4477). 

 

mailto:office@upcbgm.org
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.taichiforhealthinstitute.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFPbFyBIcMu-kYjJ2KVhqzgbY6ILg
mailto:pmc@susvalpresby.org
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 Congregational Retreat 

Friday evening, October 12, through Sunday morning, October 14, at Stony Point Conference Center 

At United Presbyterian Church, we talk a lot about 
“radical hospitality” as the basis of Christian practice. 
Our retreat this year is intended to give us a chance, as 
a congregation, to reflect on hospitality and on how we 
might continue to deepen our practice at United 
Presbyterian Church by learning from the Community 
of Living Traditions at Stony Point Center. 

In its deepest sense, hospitality means “welcoming 
the other, welcoming the stranger,” whether that comes 
in the form of another human being, a group, an idea, 
or a critique. It is fundamental openness to learning 
about, understanding, and potentially being changed by 
the other. Stony Point Center is committed to this 
foundational practice as the basis for its community and 
for collaborative, effective efforts to nurture peace, 
nonviolence and social justice. 

Rick Ufford Chase, a friend of the congregation and 
the co-moderator of Stony Point, will lead us in 
reflection and discussion this weekend, teaching us 
about the Community and helping us to think about 
our own goals. 

You are encouraged to come for the whole weekend, 
beginning with dinner in the Stony Point dining room 
on Friday night and ending with worship in our 
dedicated lodge on Sunday morning, but we would be 
glad to have you with us for whatever part of the 
weekend you can give. 

A special feature this year is a river cruise on 
Saturday, leaving the Center at about noon (with picnic 
lunch) and returning about 4:00pm. Fall foliage and 
historic sites will unfold as we glide along the Hudson 
River for two hours starting at Newburgh. There are 
other “free time” options in and around Stony Point for 
that block of time, including hiking, working on 
community projects, and the art center. 

Let us know if you are coming as a family, so we can plan the activities to be fully inclusive of all age 
groups, including providing respite care for the youngest if needed. 

We have room for 24 persons in double rooms, and on the boat, so sign up, with your registration cost 
of just $25 per person, as soon as you can. Each room is equipped with a sink; toilet and shower facilities 
are shared. 

If you have questions, speak with our pastors, Marilyn Myers, or others who have come on this annual 
retreat in the past. 

To learn more about Stony Point, go to stonypointcenter.org 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fstonypointcenter.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG47RI366bFPZ41wmSaFUjV9xCHig
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Spiritual Formation 

Book Studies 

Mondays, 6:15–7:30pm 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 

September 10, 17; October 1 

Bryan Stevenson is the self-effacing author of this terrific book about the legal war he has 
waged against cruel, unjust sentencing practices in this country for over three decades 
now. His history of founding and working for the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, 
Alabama, is told through real case histories of real people who were subjected to 
degradation and inhumane treatment that will shock you, anger you, and bring you to 
tears. 

He will be giving the 2018 Mills Distinguished Lecture at SUNY Oneonta on 
September 24 at 7pm; we hope to go to the lecture as a group. 

Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition by Christine Pohl 

October 15, 22, 29 

Although hospitality was central to Christian identity and practice in earlier centuries, 
our generation knows little about its life-giving character. Making Room revisits the 
Christian foundations of welcoming strangers and explores the necessity, difficulty, and 
blessing of hospitality today. 

Combining rich biblical and historical research with extensive exposure to 
contemporary Christian communities, this book shows how understanding key features 
of hospitality can better equip us to faithfully carry out the practical call of the gospel. 

The study of this book is intended pair with the Church Retreat at Stony Point 
(October 12–14), which will have the theme of “Radical Hospitality.” 

Film Discussions 

Sundays, 12:00–2:30pm 

Join us for fellowship and conversation around an assortment of interesting topics. After worship we will 
gather for a light lunch, then we’ll watch a movie and engage in some lively discussion. No previous 
knowledge necessary, all are welcome. 

Doctrine of Discovery: In the Name of Christ — November 4 

The PC(USA)’s 223rd General Assembly (2018) has 
directed our churches, sessions, and presbyteries 
to study the “Doctrine of Discovery” and what we 
as Christians have done in our past to indigenous 
peoples in the name of God, and to also confess 
our complicity and repudiate this doctrine. The 
PC(USA) has put together a recommended study 
list for us to accomplish this task. Doctrine of 
Discovery: In the Name of Christ is a documentary 
from the Mennonite Church that is on the study 
list. It is a good introduction to the subject and 
important for us all to watch. 
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 Rabbit-Proof Fence — November 18 

Rabbit-Proof Fence is a stirring, true story of three little girls  
who were part of Australia’s “lost generation” when aboriginal 
children were stolen from their families and sent to training 
camps to learn to be farm workers and domestics, under the 
government’s guise of helping them, by forcing them away 
from their native lives. Three sisters decided to run away, and 
set out on foot on a harrowing 1500-mile journey back home. 
They followed the rabbit-proof fence to find their way. 

The story was written by the daughter of one of the girls 
about her mother’s journey. It is frightening, poignant and 
joyful all at the same time. 

Bible Studies 

Adult Sunday School Class — Sundays, 9:00–9:50am in the Conference Room 

This is a Bible study and discussion class using the curriculum we have for the whole church. We will discuss 
the scripture passage of the day, following the revised common lectionary. All are welcome. 

Introductory Bible Study — Mondays, 12:00–1:00pm in the Library Lounge 

We choose a specific book of the Bible and then do “deep reading” of that book, verse by verse, over the course 
of several weeks. We are reading to learn what we missed in Sunday school and what gets lost in preaching—
to understand the Bible as the story of God’s people and their relationship to God and the world. We don’t 
always find answers, but we always learn from the text and from each other! You’re welcome to bring your 
own lunch. Come and see—it would be good to have you with us. 

 

Joys and Concerns 
Upcoming Birthdays 
September 
4 Ethan Nyamuame 
6  Clyde Fitzhenry Jones 
7 Sherry Conklin 

Robin Eccleston 
Mark Shumeyko 

9 Morgan Chadwick 
14 Jessica Rossi 
20 Emma Kindig 

Adam Planck 
David Stehli 

October 
2 James McKeage 

Patrick McKeage 
3 Marilyn Myers 
4 Lauren Hickey 
7 Kathy Preston 
11 Philip Hazen Westcott 
15 Sidney Corderman 

David Ruston  
16 Dean Ogden 
19 Bette Auchinachie 
22 Scott Hessian 
24 Bill Campbell 

Marian Palmer 
27 Shelby Livingston  
29 Ken Mebert 
30 Kristine Valashinas 

November 
2 Julia Jurena 
4 Jack Budd, Gail Wilson 
5 Marie Hepworth 
7 Sally Menges 

Lana Ogden 
9 Chip Houser 
19 Margaret Sands 
22 John Wilson 
25 Elizabeth Boland-Hayes 

Fred Hickling 
Fred Russell 

29 Helen Flack 
30 David Sands 
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Preparing for Marriage: Harley & Jack; Ben & 
Margie; CJ & Katie; Emily & Aaron 

Expecting a Baby: Aimee & Ernest 

Grieving — Friends and Family of: Betsy Aswad, 
Joan Bomboy, Doris Folejewski 

Hospice: Paul Wilton (Becky Mebert’s brother— 
pray for the family as they watch and wait);  
Barbara Bartholomew 

Living with Cancer: Arthur, Bill, Beverly, BJ, Brian, 
Alice Brooks, Bruce, John Cairns, Suzanne Clark, 
Diane, Sean Donohue, Dorothy, Jen Edwards, 
Laurie’s mom, Esteny, Ezra, Frank, Linda F., Barb 
Fuller, Rev. John Goodell, Dave Hickey, Jeanie, Jenni, 
Jim, John, Margaret Johnson, Josh, Ann Kalayjian, 
Karen, Joyce LaRose, Larry, Sandy Lewellyn, Mac 
McCall, Dean Ogden, Pam, Tom Rossi, Shelly, Walter, 
Muriel Williams, Yuval, Zoé 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bob Auchinachie, Jack 
Budd, Evelyn Chadwick, Gail Covert, Marjorie 
Emma, Helen Flack, Fred Hickling, Susan Mitchell, 
Kristie Palmer, Char Smith, Ben Swan, Richard Ward, 
Sandy Warner 

Ongoing: Gary Ayres, Brian, Grace Davidson, Dianne 
Henry, Jeffrey, Pastor Becky, Larry, Audrey Micha, 
Penny, Jim Spencer 

Other Concerns: 

 Natural disasters: wildfires in California and 
Greece; earthquake in Indonesia; volcanic eruption 
in Guatemala; flooding, locally and on the U.S. 
East Coast; tropical storm in Hawai’i; Puerto Rico, 
one year since hurricane and some people still 
don’t have electricity 

 Immigrant families who were separated at the 
border — some still trying to be reunified, others 
traumatized by the experience and returning to 
danger in their home countries 

 Travelers 

 Violence in all its forms 

 Our nation — in need of wisdom, compassion, and 
healing 

 

Lectionary Readings 
 

 
The common lectionary passages for  
“Pentecost 2: The Season of Creation” are: 

Pastor Kimberly is preaching “off-lectionary” for  
the month of September. Her focus passages will be: 

September 2:    Mark 7:24–37 
September 9:    James 1:22–27; 2:14–26 
September 16: James 2:1–8 
September 23: James 3:1–12 
September 30: James 5:13–20 

 

September 2, 2018 
Genesis 1:1–25 
Psalm 33:1–9 
Romans 1:18–23 
John 1:1–14 
 
September 9, 2018 
Genesis 1:26–28 
Psalm 8 
Philippians 2:1–8 
Mark 10:41–45 
 
September 16, 2018 
Jeremiah 4:23–28 
Psalm 19:1–6 
Philippians 2:14–18 
Mark 15:33–39 
 

September 23, 2018 
Isaiah 65:17–25 
Psalm 48:1–11 
Romans 8:28–39 
Mark 16:14–18 
 
September 30, 2018 
Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22 
Psalm 124 
James 5:13–20 
Mark 9:38–50 
 
October 7, 2018 
Job 1:1; 2:1–10 
Psalm 26 
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 
Mark 10:2–16 
 

October 14, 2018 
Job 23:1–9, 16–17 
Psalm 22:1–15 
Hebrews 4:12–16 
Mark 10:17–31 
 
October 21, 2018 
Job 38:1–7, (34–41) 
Psalm 104:1–9, 24, 35c 
Hebrews 5:1–10 
Mark 10:35–45 
 
October 28, 2018 
Job 42:1–6, 10–17 
Psalm 34:1–8, (19–22) 
Hebrews 7:23–28 
Mark 10:46–52 
 

November 4, 2018 
Ruth 1:1–18 
Psalm 146 
Hebrews 9:11–14 
Mark 12:28–34 
 

November 11, 2018 
Ruth 3:1–5; 4:13–17 
Psalm 127 
Hebrews 9:24–28 
Mark 12:38–44 
 

November 18, 2018 
1 Samuel 1:4–20 
1 Samuel 2:1–10 
Hebrews 10:11–14,  

(15–18), 19–25  
Mark 13:1–8 
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Dinner Church — Sunday, September 23, 4:30pm 
On Sunday, September 23, we will again be having a “Dinner Church” worship 
service at 4:30pm in the Library Lounge. Come and join us as we gather around tables 
for conversation, worship, and sharing, followed by a potluck dinner. 

We’ve been offering this family-friendly service at 4:30pm on the 4th Sundays each 
month since June, for late risers and early golfers and everyone in between. We’ve 
enjoyed experimenting with this new service during the summer months, so if you 
missed out on those Dinner Church services, we invite you to try something new. It 
would be good to have you with us! 

There will also be a “worship light” prayer service in the morning at 10am for those 
who are unable to be with us at 4:30pm. 

      


