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Advent 2020 
Volume 11, Issue 3 

View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery 

Our worship service premiere live on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 
 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

 

 

The wonderful work of the Sewing Group 
Throughout the year, a small group of 
talented people works to create quilts, 
hats, mittens, scarves, and other useful 
items — this year we also have things like 
dogs and ear-warmers — and they’re all 
given to people who are isolated or in 
need. We give thanks for the work of their 
hands and their generosity of spirit, and 
we dedicate all of these gifts to the glory of 
God and the work of the congregation. 
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Pastors’ Ponderings 
Hello Friends! 

As Advent begins and we approach the turning of the season, there is so much to 
be thankful for and so much to remember! I particularly want to thank you all for the 
lovely “milestones” celebration that we had during coffee hour this month — I took 
a picture of all of the gifts to share and to help me remember the day. 

I expect that the cow, the phone, and maybe even a couple of the books will become part of a 
children’s sermon before long; I am 
already getting compliments on my 
new tee shirts, and the lovely plate 
Suzie Raboy made will feature in 
our communion services as long as 
they are online. Thank you so much 
for the gifts and for all the warm 
fuzzy feelings as I round out my 
60th trip around the sun, 35th year 
of ordination, the birth of my 
granddaughter, 10th anniversary of 
my mother’s death, and first-ever 
pandemic! I am blessed and 
grateful to be your pastor. 

This year during Advent, we will be participating 
in the One Candle Initiative, lighting a candle each 
Sunday for hope, peace, love and joy, and placing 
signs on our yards to tie our community together. 
Watch for a member of Session or the Worship Team 
to bring one to you, and if you didn’t get one and live 
in the greater Binghamton area, let us know and we’ll 
see what we can sort out! We are also working on a 
Christmas gift of music to the community, so if 
there’s a piece of music you’d like to play, sing, or 
hear, let the music team know as soon as possible! 
And watch for more information as it all comes 
together. 

There are several online Advent calendars available for devotional use, including a daily email 
devotional called AdventVideoBingo.com — you can sign up for the email and get a downloadable 
bingo card to play along! There is a lovely Womanist Advent devotional already published on  
the Justice Unbound website — both inspiring and challenging: https://justiceunbound.org/ 
starryblacknight/. Choir director Aimee Backus shared a Celtic Musical Advent Calendar with us: 
https://tmblr.co/ZVz2IxZI6HyVSW00. Finally, the Presbyterian Misson Agency has an extended 
online devotional that will take you through Epiphany (January 6), focusing on the Matthew 25 
challenge to the churches: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/ 
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We’ll be sending out a Doodle poll sometime soon to help us make some final decisions about our 
Christmas observances: watch for it and give us your input. In the meantime, we hope that you find 
the Advent at Home packet put together by Pastor Becky and the Spiritual Formation team inspiring 
and helpful in keeping us connected to each other and to our Christmas traditions. Please let us know 
how you are doing, and what else we can do to bring light to a world that seems so full of shadows. 
We’d love to have each one of you participate in some way in our Advent and Christmas observances 
— it means so much when we can see each other, even if only on the screen for a little while. 
 

Blessings of the season, 

Pastor Kimberly 
 

Our Church Family 
Bouquet of Remembrance 
All Saints Day was November 1, and we had our 
traditional bouquet of remembrance, done just a little 
differently this year since we could not be all together. 
We built a bouquet with each flower representing a saint 
of God that we love and miss. Pastor Kimberly and 
Pastor Becky started the bouquet by reading the names of 
those in our congregation who died this last year and 
placing a flower for each one. We then had a slide show 
of pictures and videos of people naming others while 
more flowers were placed. As always, a beautiful 
bouquet was built from the love that surrounds us. 

In Memoriam 
Since we celebrated the Feast of All Saints, we have learned of several deaths in our extended family. 
We thank God for the lives of: 

 Doris Fallis, died 11/4, age 101: friend of Cindy Chadwick 
 Herman Red Elk, died 11/5: father of Holly Red Elk Pelton, grandfather of Oliver, Sam, and Cleo.  
 Denton Covert, died 11/7: father of Adana Brauer, grandfather of Sydney and Chloe 
 Marjorie Emma, died 11/13: former 1st Pres Elder and deacon 
 Mary Lou Sweigard, died 11/15: Marion Adams’s sister 

And we ask that God will be with their families and friends in their season of grief. 

Marjorie Elizabeth Burton Emma, 94, dearly beloved wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister-in-law, aunt, and friend of many, passed away on November 13, 
2020. 

She was born on June 6, 1926, to Charles Raymond and Dorothy Van Woert Burton  
in Albany, NY. When she was a young woman, she met the love of her life, Armand  
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Emma, while he was a student at the Albany College of Pharmacy. The young couple lived in Utica and 
Endicott before finally settling in Binghamton, where they raised their family. 

Over the years, Marjorie became an active and respected member of the community. She was a long-
standing patron of the arts. She volunteered for the Binghamton General Hospital Women’s Auxiliary and the 
Tri-Cities Opera, and was a member of the Monday Afternoon Club. Her Christian faith was demonstrated in 
her service to United Presbyterian Church, formerly First Presbyterian Church of Binghamton, where she was 
a member for nearly all of her adult life. She served on many church committees, and as both an Elder and a 
Deacon. 

Marjorie was devoted to her friends and family, for whom the door to her home was always open. Her kind 
and generous spirit shone through her sparkling blue eyes and ever-present smile. She possessed a wealth of 
wisdom and passed along life lessons to her children and grandchildren. Curious and fun-loving, Marjorie 
was always up for a new adventure, whether it was a night at the opera, a concert, or a ride in the countryside. 
She had a love of the water that began as a child, riding the Hudson River Day Line steamboat that was piloted 
by her grandfather — Captain William Van Woert. Throughout her adult years, she traveled extensively, but 
was always happiest when spending time with loved ones near the ocean in Martha's Vineyard, Holden Beach, 
and Atlantic Beach, NC. 

She is survived by her four children: Carolyn Ridout (Wayne) of Wilson, NC; Deborah Chambers of 
Saratoga Springs, NY; Danita Emma of Syracuse, NY; and Douglas Emma (Joellen) of Lee Summit, MO. Her 
surviving grandchildren are Kirsten Poythress (Todd) of Wilson, NC; Gregory Barry (Rebecca) of Raleigh, NC; 
Erica Chambers (Brad) of Saratoga Springs, NY; Casara Schiff (Chris Galosson) of Atlanta, GA; Farrah Schiff 
(Anoushe Jamshidi) of San Jose, CA; Adrienne Emma Dukes (Dustin) of Peculiar, MO; and Benjamin Emma of 
Arlington, VA. Her great-grandchildren made her eyes sparkle with love: Ryan and Mackenzie Poythress; 
Hayden Ashby and Dominick Dukes; and Jack and Wesley Barry. Marjorie is also survived by sister in-law 
Mary Jane Malara (Bob) and family, and the children of Edmond and Rose Emma and Ted and Anita Burton. 

Her parents Raymond and Dorothy Burton, her husband Armand Emma, her brother and sister-in-law Ted 
and Anita Burton, her brother and sister-in-law Edmond and Rose Emma, and her great-granddaughter Emma 
Poythress, predeceased her. 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, a celebration of Marjorie’s life will take place at a future date. 

Donations may be made in Marjorie’s name to The Memory Maker Project, P.O. Box 442, Johnson City, NY 
13790 (memorymakerproject.org). 

Online Giving 
We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website (upcbgm.org/giving/donate). 
Contributions can be made by check or credit card, and can also be set up as a recurring gift. We encourage 
you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Get Involved! 
Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with or learn more about 
the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Communications, Sally Hunt; 
Deacons, Allison Nyamuame or Aaron Whitney; Finance, Lou McKeage; Personnel, Kathy Preston or Lou 
McKeage; Property, George Cummings, Kathy Preston, or Bill Sands; Spiritual Formation, Doug Jones or Lou 
McKeage; Worship & Music, Suzie Raboy. 
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Programs & Events 
Our “Zoom room” 
One of the big changes we’ve made this year in response to the pandemic is our “Zoom room”. Thanks to the 
Zoom meetings system, we can gather virtually even though we can’t be together in person. We’ve used Zoom 
for worship but also for prayer groups, book studies, hymn sings, and social times. 

You can join our meetings online via your computer, tablet, or mobile device by going to 
upcbgm.org/zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to download the Zoom meetings 
app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and your camera. We use our “Personal Meeting 
ID” for worship and most of our programs, so they’re always in the same familiar place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you can’t join online. 
To join as a phone call: 

 dial 1-646-558-8656 

 then enter our Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 

 then enter the passcode: 42456 # 

If you have questions or need help using Zoom, feel free to call the church office for assistance. 

Staying together, apart 
All are invited to join in our Zoom groups that meet during the week. They’re a great way to stay connected 
with the church community, even if we can’t gather in person. 

Bible Study: Mondays, 12:00–1:00pm on Zoom 

We choose a specific book of the Bible and then do “deep reading” of that book, verse by verse, over the course 
of several weeks. We are reading to learn what we missed in Sunday school and what gets lost in preaching — 
to understand the Bible as the story of God’s people and their relationship to God and the world. We don’t 
always find answers, but we always learn from the text and from each other! Come and see — it would be 
good to have you with us. 

Sewing Group lunchtime social hour: Wednesdays, 12:00–1:00pm on Zoom 

Even though we can’t get together in person to work on our quilts, the Sewing Group continues to work at 
home and gathers virtually for our social lunchtime each Wednesday at noon. Everyone is welcome; bring 
your own lunch and enjoy the company. 

UPC Choir rehearsal: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7–8pm on Zoom 

The UPC choir meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each 
month via Zoom. We’re learning 
music that we’ll then record at 
home, individually. Our worship 
production team is then able to 
assemble all of the individual 
recordings into a whole choir to 
include in our worship videos. 
New members are always 
welcome! 
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Zoom Cocktail hour: Friday evenings, 5:00–6:00pm 

Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the 
fun as we catch up on the events of the week and 
share how we’re doing. You never know who you 
might see — or what they might be wearing! 

 

News from Session 
Session Highlights 
At its meeting on November 9, 2020, the members of Session took the following actions: 

 Appointed Lou McKeage to continue serving as Treasurer, and Cindy Burger to continue as Clerk of 
Session. 

 Approved the creation of a new position, Online Video Editor, and hired Phil Westcott to fill that position. 

 Learned that the Community Meal and Food Pantry received a $2,000 grant from the Dunkin’ Joy in 
Childhood Foundation. 

Truth Pharm has moved! 
The organization Truth Pharm, which helps raise awareness and helps those dealing with substance abuse 
issues, has now outgrown the 2nd floor office space we donated and they have moved to a new location. We 
are so happy for them that their organization can now help more people. They can now be found at 49 Pine 
Street, suite 6. 

Property Update 
For almost a year, the Property Team has been investigating 
the source of water leaking into the Fellowship Hall. It was 
found that the storm drainage pipes from the roof were not 
going to where the architectural drawings said they were. We 
discovered there was a backup into the runoff tank under the 
parking lot, where they were supposed to empty into. It was 
determined that we needed a much bigger runoff tank and 
that we needed to correct the route the pipes took to ensure 
proper drainage. We needed to a dig an enormous hole in the 
parking lot to take out the old tank that was too small and 
then to put in the bigger tank. 
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During the excavation, the workers found some 
treasures that were buried way down below. We will 
keep these items and hope to have Roger Luther from 
the Historical Society look at them to tell us if they have 
a story.  

Many thanks to Ken Mebert and Bill Sands who 
headed up this project! 

 

 

 

 

Joys and Concerns 
Prayer Corner 
Healing: Dick D., Ed H., Chip H., Tyrone L., Adley R.  

Students, navigating school during pandemic: college — 
Aimee B., Victoria B., Eleanor H., Emma K., Sara L., Holly 
R., Oliver R., Jullian W.; grade school — Aeden H., Grace 
H., Ethan N., Ellis N., Cleo P., Kayla P., Sam R. 

Grieving — Friends & Family of: Denton Covert, Marjorie 
Emma, Doris Fallis, Herman Red Elk, Mary Lou Sweigard 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bette A., Gail C., Kristie P., 
Char S., Muriel S., Jim S. 

Ongoing: Gary A., Grace D., Brian, Harley, Dianne H., 
Bobbie H., Jeffrey J., Becky K., Larry, Audrey M., Marian 
P., Jean R., Penny, Fredrick W. 

Other Concerns: 
 COVID pandemic — healthcare, education, 

and other essential workers who risk their 
personal safety for the benefit of all of us 

 for researchers working to develop vaccines 
 for our nation, as we move forward after 

the election, that we might put ourselves on 
a common path for liberty and justice for all 

 for a world where everyone can be who 
they are created to be without fear and 
without hate 

Upcoming Birthdays 
December 
2 Aoife Backus 
3 Anne Boyer Cotten 
9 Douglas Hill 
10 Declan Jones 
14 Linda Griffin 
15 Chris Burger 
19 Lee Day 

Andrea Livingston 
25 Grace Hickey 
27 Jon Morse 
30 Nancy Walter 
31 Peter Griffiths 

January 
9 Jackson Seman 
10 Gabriel Hickey 
11 Elikem Nyamuame 
18 Suzanne Souza 
20 Allison Nyamuame  
27 David Jurena 
29 Andrew Chadwick 

Zack Meade 
31 Harley Meade 

Gloria Westgate 
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Join Us for Worship on our YouTube Channel or via Zoom 
We pre-record our worship services, which 
premiere live on Sundays at 10am our website 
and on our public YouTube Channel 
upcbgm.org/youtube. (You don’t need a 
Google/YouTube account to see the videos.) 
The videos continue to be available on 
YouTube after Sunday morning, so if you 
missed out on watching live, you can view 
them later. All of the words for prayers and 
hymns are shown on the screen during 
worship. 

 

Those who can’t access the worship videos online can call in on the phone to listen live on 
Sunday mornings. See “Our Zoom Room” on page 5 for details on how to phone in for worship. 
Our worship guide is available for download from our website each week, and can also be 
mailed to you if downloading it is not an option. 

 


