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Advent 2019
Volume 10, Issue 4
View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery

Our worship services are live-streamed on our public Facebook page: facebook.com/pg/UPCBinghamton/videos

Christmas Eve worship
Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00pm
Christmas truly is the most wonderful time of the year.
We hope you spend it with us during our beautiful Sunday
morning services throughout Advent (December 1, 8, 15,
and 22, at 10am) and our family-friendly service of carols
and candlelight on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24,
at 4pm.
During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s
coming into the world and watch with expectant hope for
his coming again. As Advent leads us to Christmas, we
invite you to join in the opportunities offered at UPC. The
church is decorated in the holiday spirit and we are filled
with cheer as we
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Pastor’s
Ponderings
by Pastor Kimberly Chastain
Dear Ones,
We have reached the time of
year when we are looking back
at what we’ve accomplished and looking ahead to
what the future will bring. December 1 is the first
Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the church
year.
I am typing this looking forward to the
November Session meeting when we will set
priorities for the coming year, and they all relate to
our commitment to being a place of welcome, of
gathering, and of sanctuary for the greater
Binghamton community. This year we are
partnered with more than 18 groups in the
community to offer help and hope to all of God’s
people, and in the coming year there are more
possibilities and more opportunities coming.
In the book study and on the retreat this year,
we were talking about what it means to be a
sanctuary for the tired, the hungry, the folks
coming home from incarceration, and others, and
we found a poem by Micky ScottBey Jones, called
“Invitation to Brave Space”. I believe that it
summarizes our vision, and I invite you to post it
someplace where you can see it, and make it your
prayer for our congregation in the year ahead. May
we continue to learn the art of working together in
love, and create a brave space where we can grow
together in the commonwealth of God.

Blessings, Pastor Kimberly

Associate Pastor’s Letter by Pastor Becky Kindig
Greetings, friends!
This Advent I am filled with hope. I have had the privilege to attend several different
conferences this fall, and even though there is a lot in this world to worry about, I have
heard many stories that give me hope.
In September I was able to participate in the PCUSA’s “CREDO” program for new pastors. The Board
of Pensions, who runs our health insurance and pension programs, is finding ways to invest in pastors so
that we can be healthy and then can in tturn
urn invest in our ministry settings. The time away was enriching
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to my spirit, and I am so thankful to have spent some time in a beautiful retreat center in Ashville, NC.
But it was definitely not without work. We spent hours every day in workshops delving into our care of
our health—spiritual, vocational, physical, and financial—as well as developing relationships with a
small group of fellow ministers that now will be a monthly check-in group to keep us accountable to the
goals that we developed during the week there. They will continue to be a source of good ideas,
collaboration, and inspiration for years ahead. While I was there though, I also heard from other ministers
in their first call about some painful things that church people can do to their ministers. CREDO was a
source that these ministers could confide in and seek help in these situations.
I am glad this program exists for all of these reasons. But I am also so
thankful for you all at UPC Binghamton for being such a wonderful group of
church people who called me to partner with you and Kimberly in ministry.
Thank you for being curious and willing to try new things. Thank you for
being caring and thoughtful. Thank you for asking questions and wanting to
engage in dialogue. I continue to feel very lucky to be called to such a
wonderful congregation. Thank you!
In October I went to Baltimore to the Mid-Council Leaders Gathering and Stated Clerks’ Conference.
The Stated Clerks and the Presbytery and Synod Leaders gathered with the national PCUSA staff to hear
about new programs and new ideas that are helping churches and people across the country. And again,
while there are problems of shrinking memberships and dwindling money, that was not the focus. We
have an abundance, friends! We have a network across this country that can offer support and
networking to accomplish anything that God is calling our congregations to do. We have people with
enormous talent and imagination that are finding ways to battle injustice in so many parts of our country
and in our world.
The Presbytery of Boise decided to buy and erase all of Idaho’s current medical debt!
The Presbyteries of North Central Iowa recognized that mental health care was greatly
needed, and developed a whole program to bring doctors and programs to their area
instead of just wishing they would happen. Congregations in St. Louis are fighting
injustices in the prison system and ending cash bail. The denomination is recognizing
that smaller congregations are not dying, they are often more vibrant and flexible and
more caring because they know everyone in the church.
So the PCUSA is finding ways to support small congregations with training in mission,
finances, or lay pastor education to help them continue to reach out to the communities
God is calling them to be in. The Board of Pensions has adopted the policy of not talking
about decline anymore. It’s not allowed. And we all were encouraged to do the same. We
should look at all the abundance that we have instead of the scarcity model that has been encroaching on
our thought process. It has done wonders at the Board of Pensions’ Board meetings said Frank Spencer,
President of BOP. What would happen if all our congregations did the same?
So I am full of hope. This congregation is already on the progressive edge, looking for ways to serve
and engage with the people of Binghamton. Our most obvious abundance is our building, and we are
already sharing that abundance with our community by sharing our space with so many community
organizations that strive to make people’s lives better. But we also have our work with supporting people
who were formerly incarcerated, our support of the hungry and homeless of Broome County, our
insistence that EVERYONE is welcome here because they are a beloved child of God. So this Advent,
while we are getting ourselves ready for the miracle of Christmas, I am hopeful. I am hopeful that we will
continue to be on the lookout for where God is calling us to bring love and light into the world, and I am
hopeful that together we will answer that call.
May you all have a deep and meaningful Advent! —Pastor Becky
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Music Notes
Stewardship:
“Utilizing and managing all resources God provides for the
glory of God and the betterment of His creation.” … “The earth
is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in
it.” (Psalm 24:1)
Also, the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care.
There have been conversations in our congregation about stewardship.
In my past, it meant pledging money to help with operations of running a
church: salaries, light, heat, mission giving. But, it has come to mean
something different to those of us who inherited all the resources from two
congregations, eight years ago.
In our music library, we had hundreds of scores of music ordered by
directors, each with their vision and musical skills, to be presented by their
choirs, with the vision to enhance and lead worship.
The stewardship integrity, in this case, has become merging and selecting
music that fits our choir and worship style. The gift in this process is seeing
the history of each musician’s tastes and discovering pieces that will be
exciting to reuse with our current choir of 15 –20 people.
For the last several weeks, since the American Guild of Organist s event in
October, we’ve had several tables in the sanctuary with music laid out on
them. All of it is being given away. The scores have been on display for
many churches, Binghamton University choirs, community cooperative
music library, musicians in our community, and even churches in Ghana.
Originally there were ten tables full of music; now we’ ve now given away
almost all of it. How exciting that our history will enrich music education
and worship in many areas.

Elikem Nyamuame travels
to Ghana several times a
year, and we usually send
along something for our
partner congregation,
Whuti-Srogboe Evangelical
Presbyterian Church.
This time he’ll have an
entire suitcase full of music
donated from our library!

Recently, after a visiting organist
chose music for his home church, we
received a thank you from music
director at St. Mark’s, Philadelphia.
“Thank you so much for the generous
gift of choral music. Some filled ‘holes’
in our library and others expanded
existing sets, most helpful as we have a
greatly expanded chorister program
for boys and girls, requiring copies.”
What better testimony to good
stewardship? Thank you to all the
visionary leadership both in the past
and the present as we continue to carry
out our mission as music leaders.

—Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator
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“Play it again, Sam…”
Do you have music that you would love to hear at church?
Please see Becky Mebert, Phil Westcott, or Aimee Backus if you
have a favorite song or hymn that you’d like to share with the
choir and the whole congregation! We are always taking
suggestions and recommendations and would love to hear from
you!

Welcome new vocalists
UPC is excited to have three new section leaders who joined us this fall. They are all students at
Binghamton University and are sharing their talents with us singing soprano (Julia and Victoria) and
tenor (Ryan). They are already greatly enriching our mus
music
ic program, and we are excited to present music
this December and early next year that will showcase all of our section leaders including these new
recruits!
Hello! My name is Julia Naldjian and I am one of the two soprano section leaders.
I just joined the United Presbyterian Church choir and am so thankful for becoming
part of this community. I am originally from Long Island, New York, from a family
of 6 (counting my two dogs). I currently am a senior at SUNY Binghamton and am
studying Music and Nursing
Nursing.. I have been taking professional vocal lessons since I
was 12 and do not plan to stop. Throughout high school I was part of a selective
Chamber Ensemble, sang in my Armeinan church choir, and participated in multiple
musicals. I have also been playing the cello and piano since I was 6 years old!
Outside of music, I am a medical scribe at Lourdes Hospital and have been for the past year. I am so
excited to sing with the church choir and become immersed into a new community. Thank you all for
being so welcoming!
Hi! My name is Ryan Holloran and I’m from Smallwood, NY, in Sullivan County.
I am currently a junior at Binghamton University, and attended high school at
Monticello. When I was four, I saw my first musical (Damn Yankees!) and I fell in
love with singing and musical theater. In high school, I participated in all of the
musicals including Beauty and the Beast where I played Lumiere. I was also part of
our school’s highly selective chamber choir for four years. At Binghamton University,
I’ve been a member of the Harpur Chorale for the past two years and the University
Chamber singers for one. I’m very excited to be singing at United Presbyterian
Church and learning so much new music!
Hi there! My name is Victoria Barics, and I’ve been involved in vocal
performance since I was 9 years old. I’m from Long Island and I attended Commack
High School. I was an avid member of our music department and participated in
Chorale, Chamber, Women’s, and Jazz Choir. I was also very involved in our theater
department and part of our orchestra, playing violin. I am currently a freshman at
Binghamton University where I am studying Psychology. On campus, I am a
member of the Harpur Chorale and take private voice lessons. I’m very excited to be
a member of United Presbyteria n Church’s choir.
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You can ring my bell:
The United Ringers are in full “swing”! We're excited
to welcome both Star and Sharon as regular members
of the bell choir, and look forward to an Advent
season filled with joyful music. If you are interested
in joining us, please let Phil know!

Community Engagement
The LUMA Projection Arts Festival, September 6 & 7, 2019
This fall we were once again a venue for the LUMA festival. The world-renowned Bart Kresa Studio
contacted the festival organizers, inquired about participating in the festival, and specifically requested
our sanctuary for his exhibit. The studio secured sponsorship from Panasonic and transformed the
sanctuary with a tremendous 15-foot-high sculpture called Sviatovid, inspired by a ninth-century Slavic
mythical being that could take in the world from all four cardinal directions, and in seeing, both
transformed what he saw and was transformed by it. According to the Bart Kresa Studio: “In keeping
with the deity’s origin story, the Sviatovid exhibit is on an intercontinental expedition to bring people
closer together.”
And wow, did it ever! Over the course of two
evenings, more than 8,000 people streamed in and out
of our church. The line of festival-goers waiting to
come in and watch the 20-minute exhibition poured
out the front door, down the stairs, and all the way
across the street!
We heard from all sorts of people, from technicians
to artists to community members, how they were
surprised and amazed by our openness in welcoming
the exhibit and all of the people that came with it.
They admired the beauty of our space and the
generosity of spirit we showed in freely offering it for
a community event of this magnitude. And while they
were here, they learned about all of the other ways we
share what we have with those around us, through
our support of programs like our Community Meal,
the Binghamton Schools GED program, the Urban
League afterschool childcare, and so many others.
Ultimately, over the time we spent interacting with all who were involved in the exhibit, we hope that
our friendly attitudes, open hearts, and welcoming spirits served as a witness to our pledge to follow
Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.
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Community Events
Nukporfe African Drumming & Dance Ensemble
Friday, December 6, 7:30pm at Binghamton University
Watters Theater
A concert of traditional African music will be performed by a
full ensemble of drummers and dancers, directed by James
Burns and our own Elikem Nyamuame. African dance -drumming typically juxtaposes several art forms
together including storytelling, pantomi
pantomime,
me, oral history and community wisdom. It is an excellent way to
introduce authentic African culture to anyone who may have little understanding of modern Africa.
Tickets are $5 at the door.

Winter Handbell Concert
Sunday, December 8, at 7pm at Valley Christian Reformed
Church, 1452 River Rd., Binghamton
Bronzissimo! Community Handbell Choir presents a concert of
classic carols and holiday favorites. The concert is free and open to
free-will offering will be collected at the performance.
the public. A free

Bronzissimo! is a community handbell choir composed of experienced musicians from across the
Southern Tier, ringing 5 octaves of Schulmerich handbells and handchimes.
For more information, contact them at bronzissimo@yahoo.com

“The Star of Bethlehem”
Friday, December 13, 7pm at Kopernik Observatory
preceded at 6:30pm by a concert of Christmas music, presented by students of Aimee Backus’s flute studio
This fascinating documentary film is an
investigation into the story found in the Biblical Gospel
of Matthew about this “Star of Bethlehem.” An unusual
star is claimed to have appeared in the sky at the time
of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. The film explores the
mystery of what the Wise Men saw in the night sky
by relating scientific knowledge about astronomy
and historical clues from the Bible. It includes the
words of Roman and Jewish historians alongside
those of ancient prophets. Come learn about this
ancient mystery and draw your own conclusions.
(View the movie trailer at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NUH7ZnqHLuI)
Doors for this event open at 6pm. The concert is at 6:30pm,
and the movie begins at 7pm. Admission: $5 adults, $3
seniors/students, $16 family max, includes telescope
viewing after movie (if clear). Kopernik members are free.
Go to www.kopernik.org or call 607-748-3685 for more
information.
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Opportunities for Service
Sewing Group
Wednesdays, 9am–12pm
The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on
the 2nd floor, working to create crib-size or lap quilts, decorative
pillows, and walker “carry bags,” as well as knitted hats,
sweaters, mittens, scarves, and baby items. The program
involves 6–10 quilters and knitters, as well as a few “helpers”
who work from home and a couple of “gatherers” who enjoy
shopping for materials, supplies, and patterns and then donate
their finds to the program.
Our donations are given to:

The Sewing Group works diligently yearround to make the many items that are
donated each year. From left to right:
Jean Hill, Jan Hoover, and Ann Cobb.

 Charities including Mom’s House, the YWCA, Rescue

Mission, Birthright, Meals on Wheels, and Camp Sunshine (for children with terminal cancer);
 Care facilities including Willow Point, Good Shepherd Fairview, United Methodist Homes

(Elizabeth Church & St. Louise Manor), Hilltop, Bridgewater, and Absolute Care;

 Our homebound members;
 Folks who are part of our “UPC lobby” community;
 and newborns in our congregation receive a quilt gift.

The many items made by the Sewing Group in the last 12 months were displayed and dedicated
during worship on Sunday, November 17. Aren’t they gorgeous? It was wonderful to see how productive
this dedicated group is and to bless all of their work products before they are distributed.
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Chris & Cindy Burger recently visited Camp Sunshine in Maine and delivered quilts to them. They got
to tour the camp, and they were welcomed and impressed.
Jean Hill tells us: “We have been given a large supply of yarn of all colors and would love to have you
knitters join us on Wednesday morning and relax in our ‘knitting corner’ to create some warm hats,
scarves, and mittens to supply the ‘lobby guests’ this winter as well as some children in the Urban League
After-School Enrichment Program. Bring a lunch and enjoy social time with th
thee ‘quilters’.”
On November 20, Broome County Executive Jason Garner visited with the Sewing Group and gave
them a formal citation expressing the county’s gratitude for their selfless work.
Anyone interested in becoming a Sewing “Groupie” is encouraged to jjoin
oin them on Wednesday
mornings starting at 9am. Bring a sandwich to enjoy lunch during fellowship at 12 noon. No special
sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, or
heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand hemming skills are a plus.

From left to right: County Executive Jason
Garner, Cindy Chadwick, Cindy Burger,
Margaret Sands, Rita Hayes, Ann Cobb,
Jan Hoover, Jean Hill, and Len Hoover.
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Care & Share Project
2nd Thursday of every month, 9:30am–12:30pm
This program provides personal care/hygiene items to individuals and families who hold Broome
County, New York State Benefit Identification cards and receive SNAP benefits. The purpose of the Care
& Share Project is to help each household supplement products that cannot be purchased with SNAP
benefits. We continue the effort to encourage recipients of the Care & Share program to supply their own
bags to take items home.
All hands welcome!
Thank you to all those who
continue to support this
program. We gladly accept
donations of any of the products
that we distribute through this
program: bars of soap, shampoo,
deodorant, razors, laundry and
dishwashing detergents, toilet
Ann Garcia handles intake of the
paper, dental supplies, and
clients of our Care & Share project.
sanitary napkins/tampons.
Her record-keeping is essential in

Suzie Northrop Raboy and Kathy Kopp
showing how much demand there is
You can bring products to the
gather up items to give to clients of our
for various items, so we can be prepared
church during our regular hours:
Care & Share project.
for
the
distribution
day
each
month.
8am–8pm Monday through
Friday, or Sunday mornings between 9am and noon. We welcome donations of any size from sample size
to jumbo, but regular-sized products are preferred for ease of handling.

You can also contribute financially by cash or check (pay to the order of United Presbyterian Church,
with Care & Share in the memo line) or through our online giving site (upcbgm.org/giving/donate).
For more information, or to volunteer, contact the office (office@upcbgm.org or 607-722-4219) or sign
up at upcbgm.org/volunteer.

Help Make a Child’s Wish Come True This Season
The Children’s Home (chowc.org) is a residential child welfare
agency dedicated to the safety, permanency, and well-being of
children, their families, and the community. Their services
include group foster care, foster and adoption placement,
emergency shelter for children and youth, juvenile protection
and correction, and community-based therapeutic and
educational programs for kids and their families.
The Children’s Home says:
“Kindness is like snow.
There are so many wonderful people who donate money,
It beautifies everything it covers.”
gifts, and time to make this time of the year joyful for the youth
we serve. We are calling everyone to help with our first annual
—Kahlil Gibron
gift card drive. Each year more and more kids are requesting
gift cards, because it helps them feel like they have their own money to spend. We love how it makes
them feel as well as the teaching opportunity of how important it is to consider how and where we spend
our money.
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The most requested gift cards are: 5 Below, Subway, Family Dollar, Walmart, Target, and iTunes. We
ask that you please purchase in $10 or $20 increments. You can mail gift cards to: Children's Home, 1182
Chenango St., Binghamton, NY 13901, ATTN: Community & Donor Relations. Or, feel free to drop
them off in person! Just make sure you let us know they are for the holiday gift card drive.
Any questions? Please call or email Lynn at 607-772-6904 ext. 2132 or bsanders@chowc.org

Our Church Family
Join Us for Worship on Facebook Live
We live-stream our worship services on our public Facebook page
(facebook.com/UPCBinghamton). (You don’t need a Facebook
account to see the videos.) The videos are available for several
weeks after they are posted, so if you missed out on watching live,
you can view it later on our website or our Facebook page.

Online Giving
We now have the ability to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website (upcbgm.org/
giving/donate). Contributions can be made by check or credit card, and can also be set up as a recurring
gift. We encourage you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Coffee Fellowship Refreshments
Want to provide refreshments one Sunday? Sign up on the church bulletin board
across the hall from the sanctuary.
Tablecloths, napkins, plates, and serving dishes are in the kitchenette, off the
Library Lounge, for your use.
All offerings are welcome!

In Memoriam
Edna Crane Hotchkiss, 87, passed away peacefully on November 4, 2019, just after
celebrating her 69th wedding anniversary with her loving husband Clarence
(Hocky) Hotchkiss. Edna was predeceased by her son Scott (Hotchkiss). She is
survived by her three children: Kim Hotchkiss Hewitt, Mark Hotchkiss, Fred
Hotchkiss, and her daughter-in-law Ellen Hotchkiss, as well as 11 grandchildren
and 8 great grandchildren. Edna was born on May 15, 1932, and graduated from
Binghamton Central High School. She also attended Purdue University, as well as
Ridley-Lowell Business School and the International Graphoanalysis Society. Edna
treasured her years with her church, singing in the choir and teaching Sunday
school. She volunteered at the Binghamton Junior League, the Opti-Mrs. Club, PTA, ARC, and the
Samaritan Counseling Center, all of which enriched her life. She traveled the world and lived life to the
fullest, loving her family first and foremost. The family will have a private service for her and then a
celebration of her life at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donate to the charity of your choice in her memory.
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Christmas Flowers
Join in celebrating the Savior’s birth by adorning the sanctuary with
kalanchoe plants and poinsettias on Sunday, December 22 and Christmas
Eve.
Flower orders are due to the church office by Sunday, December 8.
See the order form (included as an insert with this newsletter, or online at
upcbgm.org/flowers) for more information.

Spiritual Formation
Congregational Retreat at Stony Point Center
On a beautiful fall weekend in October, 14 UPC members journeyed out to the Stony Point Conference
Center for our annual congregational retreat. We talked about the meanings of sanctuary and discussed
ways we could be sanctuary for each other. Building a sense of community, both within our congregation
and with neighborhood partners, was where a lot of energy emerged around. We talked a bit about theme
of abundance vs. scarcity from the
book we just read for book study,
Neighborhood Church. A good way to
build energy in a community is to
focus more on our abundance
rather than on scarcity. When we
worry about what we don’t have,
we miss opportunities and turn
people away with our negativity.
When we focus on the abundance
that God has provided, there is
excitement and possibilities!
We also explored ways to
develop some personal sanctuary
time, including coloring mandalas
and making personal Zen gardens
to quiet our minds and focus on
just being present.

From left to right: Shawn Landon, Pastor Becky, Jullian Wanjama,
Suzie Northrop Raboy, Chris Burger, Nate Raboy, Sally Hunt, Cindy
Burger, Scott Kindig, Sherry Conklin, Pastor Kimberly, Julie Njoroge,
Marilyn Myers, and Betty Wambui at the Stony Point Center.

In this time of discord in the world, it’s
important for us to find ways to recharge
ourselves so that we have enough energy
to do the work that God is calling us to
do. We always find some down time on
the retreats and enjoyed snacks and
board games in the evening. We closed
on Sunday morning with worship before
heading home, unfortunately in the rain.
It was a great time spent in nature with
wonderful friends and good food in the
presence of God.
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Intergenerational Sunday School
We have been having a great time this fall with our new Intergenerational Sunday School program! After
worship, there are several stations set up around the Library Lounge for people of all ages to explore. The
stations reflect what we are learning about in worship for the month.
In September, we were celebrating the season of creation, so we had stations aabout
bout water, flora and
fauna, and space. On September 8 we even had the Ross Park Zoo Mobile come and visit us since it was
Flora and Fauna Sunday. We learned about several animals and their habitats and what we as humans
can do to help protect them. There was a ferret, a turtle, a parrot, an alligator, and an opossum.

In October we learned about Jeremiah and the Babylonian exile,
and in November we had stations about Ezra and Nehemiah and the
return from exile, as well as All Saints Day which we celebrated on
November 4. We thank Northminster Presbyterian Church in Endwell
for the loan of their model of the Second Temple.
In December we will have three weeks of visiting speakers to learn
from and then the radio play on December 22. There will be A dvent
learning cards on the tables while we have our potlucks. Come and
join us while we learn together!
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Campus Ministry
Pastor Becky and Pastor Kimberly have
been invited to join Binghamton
University’s new Interfaith Council. The
University is excited about this new
endeavor to help connect students with
their faith and help students learn about
other faiths. This is a great way that we
as the United Presbyterian Church of
Binghamton can extend our welcome to
the students and staff in our community.
Several clergy members of different faiths, both from on campus groups and from the surrounding
community, are on the Council. There will be a new Interfaith Council office in University Union West
306, where students can go to ask questions or seek guidance.
In November, Pastor Becky participated in a panel for their Health and Wellness Fair to talk about
Spiritual Health. It was a wonderful event and we hope to find more ways to be a resource for the campus
community.

Deacons Ministry status report
In the past and upcoming months, a team has been working on forming United’s Deacons ministry,
consisting of Pastor Becky, Aaron Whitney, Allison Nyamuame, and Ebony Jackson (our former Office
Manager, who has returned to UPC to help the team while working on Ministry requirements for her
degree program at Davis College). The team has come up with a starting process to develop our teamsbased ministry which will help us reach out to those in need at church.
The Deacons ministry could include serving people who are home bound, in nursing homes, or in the
hospital. It could also include those going through life events where support is appreciated, such as
having a new baby, marriage planning, losing a loved one, or any other need that may arise.
At the moment we are working on developing a plan that we will propose to the Elders who will have
an interest in helping with the Deacons ministry once it is up and running. (This doesn’t mean that people
who are not Elders cannot participate.)
If you see any of the team listed above and would like to help or have any interest, don’t hesitate to
ask. We would gladly discuss the ministry with you! We are hoping to have our ministry going sometime
early next year.

Upcoming Programs
Advent Programming—Mark your calendars
Each Sunday in December, we will have a potluck luncheon after worship and a guest speaker telling us
about work that matters.
On December 1, the speaker will be Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley from the Presbyterian Foundation, leading
a workshop on “Telling the Story and Building a Future”. (This is the workshop that was postponed from
September.)
Dec. 8: Susan Thornton will return to share with us her work with Syrian refugees on Lesvos this
summer.

UP-Beat Newsletter

≡

15

Dec. 15: Binghamton Children’s Choir
will perform for us and Rev. Jo Von Rue
will tell us about her participation in a
clergy witness in Arizona dealing with
our own refugees and US policies.
Dec. 22: The UU’s will join us in
presenting Charles Dickens’s A Christmas
Carol as a live radio play in our sanctuary
at 1:00pm. (See the back page of the
newsletter for more information.)
Dec. 29: We will officially welcome the UU’s as guests in our building as they come bearing their
chalice and flame. (See the News from Session & Presbytery section.)
Plan to attend and to be part of as many of these special events as you can—it would be good to have
you with us!

Book Studies
Monday evenings, 6:15–7:30pm
Read, then join us for a three-week book study. Copies of the books are available for pickup from the
church office. Donations to offset the cost of the books are welcome, but not required.
It would be good to have you with us!
January 20, 27, February 3—Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others, by Barbara Brown Taylor
In Holy Envy, Barbara Brown Taylor reflects on what she has learned while teaching
world religions to undergraduates in rural Georgia. She contemplates the myriad ways
other people and traditions encounter the Transcendent, both by digging deeper into
those traditions herself and by seeing them through her students’ eyes as she sets off
with them on field trips to monasteries, temples, and mosques. She reflects on how the
faith of her received tradition (Episcopalian) is both challenged and enriched by other
approaches to the Holy, and in the process invites the rest of us to think about our
received traditions and our encounters with difference.
Coming this spring:
March 16–30—Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy
Week, by Amy-Jill Levine
April 20–May 4—Falter: Has the Human Game Begun to Play Itself Out?
by Bill McKibben
Visit our website for more about our upcoming book studies.

Introductory Bible Study
Mondays, 12:00–1:00pm in the Library Lounge
We choose a specific book of the Bible and then do “deep reading” of that book, verse by verse, over the
course of several weeks. We are reading to learn what we missed in Sunday school and what gets lost in
preaching—to understand the Bible as the story of God’s people and their relationship to God and the
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world. We don’t always find answers, but we always learn from the text and from each other! You’re
welcome to bring your own lunch. Come and see—it would be good to have you with us.
We are open to starting a second Bible study at another time. If you’re interested, let us know!

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention
Tuesdays, 9:30–10:15am in the Library Lounge
Tai Chi classes are offered here at church each Tuesday morning, led by certified instructor Cindy Burger.
This free program is designed to not only be relaxing, but enjoyable, too! We use gentle Sun-style Tai Chi
routines that are safe, easy to learn, and suitable for beginners.
Tai Chi is an art and an exercise from ancient China that was created based on the laws of nature and
promotes health and relaxation. Evidence shows that the slow gentle movements of Tai Chi can help
those with arthritis increase their strength, flexibility and stamina, reducing pain and improving balance
to prevent falls.
This program was developed in collaboration with the Arthritis Foundation and is recommended by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Instructor Cindy Burger is certified by the Tai Chi for
Health Institute. taichiforhealthinstitute.org

News from Session & Presbytery
Invitations to Worship & Celebrate
The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley cordially invites you to a Service of Worship …
to install
The Rev. Rachel Ditch
Sunday, December 15th, 2019,
3:30pm
at
Christ Community Church
292 Tompkins Street
Cortland, NY
Reception to follow

to ordain and install
The Rev. Dr. Charles Colton
Sunday, December 15th, 2019,
3:30pm
at
Conklin Presbyterian Church
1175 Conklin Road
Conklin, NY
Reception to follow

“Clergy are invited to attend the service wearing their vestments (red stole) and to process into the
sanctuary at the beginning of the service.”

Come to the Table—For Such a Time as This: Change, Crisis, and Opportunity
In early November, folks from all over the Synod of the Northeast [all of the presbyteries of New
England, New York, and New Jersey] gathered at the Stony Point Center to learn about the missional
work going on in the church and how we can all be a part of it. Pastor Kimberly, Pastor Becky, and UPC
Elders Sally Hunt, Chris Burger, and Cindy Burger attended the gathering, joined by their fellow
Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley colleagues Pastor Mark Piedmonte of the Gilbertsville and
Garrattsville Presbyterian Churches, and Elder Scott Kindig of Union Presbyterian Church in Endicott
(and member of UPC’s church staff).
The Rev. Cindy Kohlman, Co-Moderator of the 223rd PC(USA) General Assembly and Resource
Presbyter for the Presbyteries of Boston and Northern New England, described our current time as an
“Esther moment”, a time of crisis when we need to look at what is happening around us in our society
and in the world and take action to right the wrongs that are happening.
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We learned about the ongoing
work of the Poor People’s Campaign:
A National Call for a Moral Revival
from the Rev. Liz Theoharis, Co-Chair
of the Poor People’s Campaign and
the Director of the Kairos Center for
Religions, Rights, and Social Justice at
Union Theological Seminary.
Our worship times were enhanced
by the musical leadership of music
minister and missionary Elder Warren
Cooper and the Coral Ecuménico
Cántico Nuevo, as well as graphic
interpretation by Elder Cherry Oakley.
Workshops addressed the issues of
undocumented immigrants, migration
as a human right, the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance’s continuing
hurricane relief efforts in Puerto Rico,
the evolving ministry of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in Cuba, and
navigating our churches in a time of
volatility and instability.

Session Highlights
The members of Session have taken
the following actions in recent months:
 Approved a grant to the Tri-Cities

Opera to assist the Resident Artists
with their school programs;

 Learned that the Personnel Team is

reviewing staff salaries with the
concept of “just wages;”

 Received a Certificate of

Recognition from the Presbytery of
Susquehanna Valley for supporting
the mission of the PC(USA) through
participation in all four annual
Special Offerings;

 Learned that the electronic sign contractor is in no position to fulfill the contract so Session will

continue to research how best to move forward with that project;

 Recommended to the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley to send an overture to the PC(USA) 224th

General Assembly to divest from fossil fuels; and

 Extended a welcome to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Binghamton to share space at UPC

while their building undergoes renovations in 2020.
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The UU’s are coming! The UU’s are coming!
January through August 2020 (or maybe slightly longer)
On December 29, following their worship service on Riverside Drive, the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Binghamton will be processing over to 42 Chenango Street to bring their chalice and
flame and to share—what else?—a potluck luncheon with us.
This will be a symbolic beginning to a real event—the congregation will be sharing space with us for
about 8 months, or slightly longer, while their building undergoes some much-needed renovation. Since
the repairs include a new roof and asbestos abatement throughout the building, they need to move out for
awhile. And since we know and love them, and since we’re sorta that way anyhow, we said, “sure, why
not?”
WHAT IT WILL LOOK LIKE:
 The office conference room will become their office space, so meetings currently held in that room

will be moved somewhere else.
 They will be worshiping in our sanctuary on Sundays at 12:30pm, joining us occasionally for coffee

hour, potlucks, and other shared events.

 Their evening events will be scheduled onto our calendar and open to us, as ours will be to them.
 We will have a couple of public conversations about what it means to be Presbyterian and what it

means to be Unitarian-Universalist, and hope to learn from each other.

 Some shared events and mission possibilities.

WHAT IT WILL NOT LOOK LIKE: A merger.
Really. The UU’s want, expect, and need to return to their own space and their own mission on the
West Side. They are just coming alongside us for awhile as they build their future—and we hope that they
will become even closer allies in the work of justice and mercy during the time we are together.

Property Update
In 2019, the Property Team completed a number of projects,
many of which you may have noticed because there were large
pieces of equipment on the lawn or driveways were shut down—
Ugh! Some of these were:
 Brick re-pointing high up on steeples
 New HVAC and roof over the Chapel and Terrace Room
 The South driveway dug up to clear and repair drain pipes

that were creating water leaks in the basement.
 Emergency doors and lighting.
 Donated chapel pews.
 2nd floor bathroom upgrades.
 Fire Alarm Panel upgrade.

We also want to acknowledge the great efforts of Ken Mebert,
Chris Burger, and Len Hoover for their Wednesday morning
work group activities, hurrah!!

The door to our 2nd-floor all-gender
“accessible” restroom was too narrow for
proper wheelchair access, so this fall we had
the door frame widened and a new door was
installed, bringing it into compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Now for our plans for 2020:
 Chapel floor, ceiling, and paint
 Chapel chairs
 Sanctuary roof—possibly to include solar panels (being

investigated).
 Stained glass window repair
 Various projects including tile, painting, and new folding

chairs.
Right: We donated the pews from the chapel to a new business in Whitney
Point that will be a venue for outdoor weddings. They are thankful to have
elegant seating that can be moved much more easily than full-size pews.

On September 13, 2019, we participated in
the United Way “Day of Caring”, a community
service opportunity that is organized for local
businesses in remembrance of the terror attacks
of September 11, 2001. We were delighted to
work with a team from UHS Cardiology, who
helped us with some much needed yardwork
including weeding the sidewalks and flower
beds, trimming hedges, and mulching the
walkways inside the raised-bed community
vegetable garden.

Building Changes
At the Citizen Action Phoenix Awards this year, someone described United Pres as an “incubator” for the
little eggs of new community-building organizations. And it’s not a bad description of the way we use
our building… there are 18+ groups that use our space on a regular basis, including Binghamton’s GED
program, the Urban League After-School Enrichment Program, Volunteers Improving Neighborhood
Environments (VINES), Truth Pharm, A4TD, etc. See the Community Partners page on our website
(upcbgm.org/community-partners) for the full list!
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We did a building-space audit earlier in
the year and discovered that with some
rearranging, we could make our own stuff
more accessible for United’s purposes and
have even more space to share.
 The chapel [C], with its roof repaired and

with new flooring, will also double as the
UPC choir and United Ringers handbell
choir rehearsal space.
 Hands of Hope will move out of their

large double-office space [D] into
downstairs storage and shared office
space, depending on the needs they
identify.

 That space will be divided to become the

music library and decoration storage
room (currently [H]), so that instruments,
music, and decorating materials can be
easily accessed.

 The choir room

[B] will be divided into
shared office spaces for the Workers
Center (currently [G]) and NAACP (and
possibly others), and the choir library [A]
will become an accessible office for A4TD
(currently [I]).
 The first floor office next to the nursery
[G] will be returned to use as a Sunday
school room.
 To accommodate the UU’s, our office
conference room [E] is becoming their
temporary office, and our work room [F]
will double as a small meeting space.
 Two rooms [H], [I] located on the lower mezzanine levels (not elevator-accessible) will become
available for possible storage, office, or meeting spaces.
There may be other changes as further needs are identified, but those are the ones that are in progress
right now. Watch and listen for more information!

Mission & Outreach
Welcome Desk & Lobby Hospitality
Our welcome desk is a hub for many people in the community. We continuously provide support and
guidance to the community members who visit us. Our bulletin board includes a posting of affordable
apartments updated each week for people looking for a place to live, and job postings to help with a new
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start. Community events are also advertised
for family fun as well as informational
assistance on programs that may help
struggling families or single parents.
Welcome Desk Receptionist Tammie
Cummings says:

Hi friends! The holidays are coming,
along with the chilly weather. We have
coffee hour each morning to warm up our
visitors in the lobby. Some come to relax
and socialize with others, or to check out the
community bulletin board. We share plenty
of community resources, available in the form of assistance programs and ways to help the local residents
help themselves to make ends meet. We maintain a supply of community resource information sheets
from the Broome/Tioga 2-1-1 First Call for Help program, which iinclude
nclude listings of food/clothing
pantries, community meals, emergency shelter, counseling resources for stress and substance abuse, and
support groups such as AA and NA. We print more than 200 pages each week to keep up with demand
for this information.
I enjoy helping our visitors with a variety of tasks, from helping navigate paperwork they may not
understand, to answering questions anyone may have about our goings -on or what we offer, or simply to
direct them to the offices or meetings of the many agenci
agencies
es that we share our building space with. I’m
always happy to assist with copies, faxes, emails, and voicemail messages. Over the course of this fall, I’ve
been busy updating the parking tags for the current program year.
I’m proud to share that I earned my “Microsoft Bootcamp” training certificate earlier this year! I
appreciate the training opportunities that I’ve received as part of my job here. I continue to improve my
skills and adapt to the needs of our office and community.
I hope everyone enjoys the busy holiday season. I look forward to seeing you!

Community Meal Update
Our community meal coordinator Katie resigned at the end of September, and since then we have been on
hiatus as the people most closely involved from the congregation have tried to ssort
ort out what is needed
and how we will proceed when begin again in January.

Here’s what we know:
 We are committed to providing nourishing meals to everyone who comes on Tuesday nights from

5:00 to 6:00pm, in a welcoming atmosphere.

 We can’t do it by ourselves, so we are seeking new partners to provide teams to prepare, cook, serve

the meals, and clean up afterward.
 We expect to hire another coordinat
coordinator
or for the program, and a new job description has been written

and is being circulated.

We are immensely grateful to all of those who have been a part of this program, and we are excited
about expanding the possibilities to include more people, both as servers and as guests, in the year
coming.
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Christmas Joy Offering, December 1–22
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes
to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to
current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.

God has blessed the
Church with incredible
leadership in every time
and place, but those
leaders often need to be
supported by their
communities as well.
This Offering addresses
the support needed by
some of our leaders,
including supporting
leadership development
for communities of color,
and providing support for
Presbyterian church
workers in their time of
need.

Supporting leadership development

Providing comfort to church leaders
in their time of need

Building up the future of the church

To learn more about or donate to the PC(USA) Christmas Joy offering, go to https://specialofferings
.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/

Joys and Concerns
Preparing for Marriage: Harley & Jack; John & Erica;
Randy & Renea
Newlywed: Emily & Arron (10/11/2019)
Expecting a Baby: Doug & Amanda
Welcome to the World! Kenzo McClellan Bonner
Grieving—Friends and Family of: Shaun Bonner; Jim
Briden; Giordi DeAngelo; Edna Hotchkiss; Dr. Aristaks
Kachadourian; Ann Kelly; James Lane; Dr. Samuel Pejo;
Stephen Stalker; Duane Swenson
Living with Cancer: Ann Marie; Arthur; August; Beverly;
Bill; BJ; Brian; Alice B.; Bruce; John C.; Suzanne C.; Harold
D.; Diane; Sean D.; Dorothy; Jen E.; Laurie’s mom; Esteny;
Esther; Ezra; Linda F.; Barb F.; Bruce G.; John G.; Marty G.;
Dave H.; Eddie H.; James; Jeanie; Jenni; Jim; John; Margaret
J.; Josh; Ann K.; Karen; Joyce L.; Larry; Mac M.; Dean O.;
Pam; Jean R.; Shelly; Sue; Walter; Muriel W.; Zoé

Palliative Care: Marjorie Emma
Homebound/Managed Care: Bette
Auchinachie; Gail Covert; Helen Flack; Kristie
Palmer; Char Smith; Muriel Spagnolli; Ben
Swan; Richard Ward; Sandy Warner

Ongoing: Gary A.; Brian; Grace D.; Dianne H.;
Harley; Jeffrey; Becky K.; Larry; Audrey M.;
Marian P.; Penny; Jean R.; Jim S.

UP-Beat Newsletter
Other concerns:
 for everyone affected by the opioid crisis
 climate change: the Amazon rainforest; for people
affected by hurricanes, floods, and other natural
disasters
 the crisis at the U.S. southern border: for asylum seekers
(especially children) in detention camps, those tasked
with their care, the volunteers who are trying to help,
and our lawmakers to better manage and address the
situation
 for refugees & immigrants across the world, especially
the families of the 39 Vietnamese immigrants found
dead in a truck in Britain
 for soldiers & their families: even in peacetime, soldiers
are deployed into dangerous situations
 for an end to mass shootings and gun violence
 for people facing the challenges of returning to the
community after incarceration
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 for all oppressors, that their eyes may be








opened, that their hearts be changed, that
they find their own true, deepest longings
for life; we pray for them and plead for
their conversion
for LGBTQIA+ persons who come out and
are faced with unsupportive family or
friends
for our Community Meal, as we grapple
with tough decisions about its future
for young families struggling to balance
their time and energy between caring for
young kids and advocacy for important
causes
for a stop to police brutality and a changing
of hearts within the law enforcement
community

Upcoming Birthdays
December
3 Anne Boyer Cotten
9 Douglas Hill
14 Linda Griffin
15 Chris Burger
Dick Ward
19 Lee Day
Andrea Livingston
20 Carol Hanscom

25 Jesus Christ Our Lord
Grace Hickey
27 Jon Morse
30 Nancy Walter
31 Peter Griffiths
January
6 Susan Kirkland
Houser

Lectionary Readings

9 Jackson Seman
10 Gabriel Hickey
Roger Njoki
11 Elikem Nyamuame
Sandra Warner
18 Suzanne Souza
20 Allison Nyamuame
Tết (Vietnamese New Year)
Cheryl Nguyen-Wishneski

25 Peter Kremer
27 David Jurena
29 Andy Chadwick
Zack Meade
Carol Rog
31 Harley Meade
Gloria Westgate

(Focus passages are in bold)

December 1, 2019
Isaiah 2:1–5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11–14
Matthew 24:36–44

December 15, 2019
Isaiah 35:1–10
Luke 1:47–55
James 5:7–10
Matthew 11:2–11

December 29, 2019
Isaiah 63:7–9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10–18
Matthew 2:13–23

January 12, 2020
Isaiah 42:1–9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34–43
Matthew 3:13–17

December 8, 2019
Isaiah 11:1–10
Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19
Romans 15:4–13
Matthew 3:1–12

December 22, 2019
Isaiah 7:10–16
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19
Romans 1:1–7
Matthew 1:18–25

January 5, 2020
Isaiah 60:1–6
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14
Ephesians 3:1–12
Matthew 2:1–12

January 19, 2020
Isaiah 49:1–7
Psalm 40:1–11
1 Corinthians 1:1–9
John 1:29–42
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Live Radio Play: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Sunday, December 22 at 1pm at United Presbyterian Church
a joint production of UPC and the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Binghamton
All are invited to join us for this familiar story
told as a radio drama onstage, complete with
sound effects and music. Directed by Rev.
Douglas Taylor of the UUCB, A Christmas Carol
is staged with minimal costuming and a simple
set.
The event is free and open to the public.
Do you want to be part of the cast & crew? We have over a dozen speaking parts as well as
room for a handful of people on the sound effects table. We’re also in need of greeters and
ushers for the performance.
There will be three 90-minute rehearsals on Sundays, December 1, 8, and 15, 1–2:30pm at the
UUCB (183 Riverside Dr.) and a two-hour rehearsal on Saturday, December 21, 1–3pm at UPC.
(If you need to miss one of the three Sunday rehearsals, we can be flexible; but everybody needs
to be at the full tech rehearsal on Saturday 12/21.)
To sign up, contact the UPC office (607-722-4219 or office@upcbgm.org).

