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Advent 2021 

Volume 12, Issue 7 

View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery 

Our worship services are livestreamed on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 
 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

 

 

Advent-Christmas Worship Series, November 28 – January 2 

 

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and 
Christmas season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with 
emotion, and vulnerable. We carry the memories and truths of this season close to our 
hearts.  

Our Advent “Close to Home” theme from @sanctifiedart acknowledges the “already 
but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s promised day—
our everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep longing for God to come 
close to us. 

On December 26, our service will be pre-recorded and streamed on YouTube; we will 
not have an in-person gathering in the sanctuary. 

November 28 — 1st Advent “Homesick”: We begin the season of Advent celebrating the Lord’s Supper. 
Scriptures: Luke 21: 25–36; 1 Thessalonians 3: 9–13 

December 5 — 2nd Advent “Laying the Foundation” 
Scriptures: Luke 1: 57–80; Philippians 1: 3–11 

December 12 — 3rd Advent “A Home for All” 
Scriptures: Luke 1: 26–38; Zephaniah 3: 14–20 

December 19 — 4th Advent “Seeking Sanctuary” 
Scriptures: Luke 1: 39–45; Luke 1: 46–55 

December 24 — Christmas Eve, worship at 4pm:  
We celebrate the mystery of God with us as we share the Lord’s Supper. 
Scriptures: Luke 2: 1–20; John 1: 1–5, 14 
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December 26 — “Chosen Home”: This is a pre-recorded service of music and reflection that all are invited to 
share in your homes (or wherever you may be), watching on YouTube or Zoom. 
Scriptures: Luke 2: 41–52; Colossians 3: 12–17 

January 2 — Epiphany Sunday “Home by Another Way”:  
We begin the new year by gathering at the Lord’s Table to celebrate communion. 
Scriptures: Matthew 2: 1–12; Ephesians 3: 1–12 
 

Pastors’ Ponderings 
Greetings friends, 
As we get ready to move into Advent, the time of preparing for the miracle of Christmas,  
I find myself reflecting on what a strange time we are in. Many of us were hoping this time 
last year that by this Christmas, the pandemic would be long over with the news that a 
vaccination was on the way. And while the vaccination has greatly improved things, has cut 
hospitalizations and deaths by a great percentage for those who have received them, we are 
not back to the way things were in the before times. 

 

Becky Kindig,  
Associate Pastor 

This kind of in-between old and new is what we call a liminal space. It is 
like being on the threshold of a doorway, not outside and not yet inside. It’s a 
place of leaving one thing and not yet being sure of what is next. It can be a 
scary place to be, leaving something old behind and not knowing what is 
next, but it can also be an exciting time. It’s like what young people 
experience when they go off to college. The old ways have prepared them for 
what is next, but what is coming is going to be vastly different than what they 
knew before. They have the benefit of having people around that can help 

them through, who have gone through college and can tell them that the chaos they feel is normal and it will 
get better and everything will be okay. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have that with the pandemic. No one alive has been through this, and we all are 
going through it together. There is no one who has gotten to the other side to tell us it is going to be okay. 
There is no one to give us tips and tricks; we are developing and learning new things from scratch and we are 
tired. 

But I think if we step back a little, we have a grand opportunity to develop something new. Just like going 
to college, you have the space to be exposed to new ideas and you have a chance to dream about the way 
things could be. 

We have that opportunity right now. We have this time to 
dream and listen to God and look around at the needs of our 
congregation and our community and think about a new vision. 
What tools and resources did our lives pre-pandemic give us that 
we can use going into this new thing? What are the things that 
don’t work anymore and we need to place in a “museum” of sorts 
and honor for the gifts it gave us, but move on with different 
patterns or knowledge or tools for the time that comes next? And 
how can we take some ownership of the new thing coming and 
make our corner of the world a better place for everyone? 

What are some things specifically for United Presbyterian 
Church of Binghamton that we want to envision? What values do 
we hold dear and how do we want to use them to help nurture 
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our congregation and the people in downtown Binghamton? How do we want to nourish our children? How 
do we want to use our gifts? We would love to hear from you. 

One thing that I think we can do while we do some dreaming and listening is to be gentle with one another 
and spread as much compassion as we can. We need to be there for each other and reach out and ask how it is 
going. We need to listen to each other’s needs. And we need to try to assume the best of each other, because 
most of us are trying the best we can. 

This Advent, as we prepare for the miracle of Christmas, when God had so much compassion that God 
came to earth to be one of us to teach us how to care for each other, let us be reminded of that love. Let us be 
reminded that the world was never the same because of that love. And let us imagine ways to bring that love 
to those around us. 

Grace and Peace, 
 Pastor Becky 
 

Music Notes 
Organ recital, “A Christmas Fantasy” 
Sunday, December 5 at 2pm, at UPC and on YouTube 
Jean Herman Henssler, organist “extraordinaire”, will take us 
on an adventure of musical wonder here on the sanctuary 
organ.  

Imagine an entire orchestra including percussion 
contained in the chamber behind the (ornamental, by the 
way) pipes you see above the console. Then see one person 
playing the 4 keyboards with all the instruments 
programmed to play at the touch of a finger to enhance the 
music created for this instrument!  

For some, it is a new experience; for some, a wonderful 
tradition and discipline of mastery of the “king of 
instruments”. This concert will be a joyous romp through a 
Christmas carol book with lovely and entertaining 
arrangements of everyone’s favorites.  

Be sure and include children and youth in this musical 
adventure that they may never experience any other place! 
Big screen will show the action of both feet and hands no 
matter where you sit. It will be a “not to be missed” 
experience.  

Masks are required to attend the concert in person, and it will also be streamed on UPC’s YouTube Channel 
upcbgm.org/youtube. The concert is co-sponsored by the American Guild of Organists and UPC Binghamton. 

In-person Choir Rehearsals 
Our choirs have resumed with in-person rehearsals. All participants must be masked and must present their 
COVID vaccination cards, which will be scanned and kept on file. Newcomers (fully vaccinated) are welcome 
as always! 

UPC vocal choir, Wednesdays, 6:30–7:30pm in the Library Lounge 
Our vocal choir uses 12-foot spacing between singers during rehearsal, and 6-foot spacing when we sing in 
worship. N95 masks are provided if needed.  
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United Ringers handbell choir, Sundays, 11:30am–12:30pm in the Sanctuary 
Our handbell choir uses 6-foot spacing between ringers. If you’re interested in learning how to play handbells, 
please inquire. If you can count to 4, you can learn to play! 
 

Our Church Family 
Join Us for Worship — in person, online, or over the phone 
We have returned to the sanctuary for in-person worship on 
Sundays at 10:00am. The service is livestreamed on our public 
YouTube Channel upcbgm.org/youtube, our Zoom room 
upcbgm.org/zoom, and our website, and is also accessible on 
YouTube any time. Those who can’t access the worship videos 
online can call in on the phone to listen live on Sunday 
mornings, using the Zoom information listed below. So if you 
are not ready or able to come “in person”, you are welcome to 
participate as you are able. 

If you’re joining us in person, here’s what you need to know: 
 We continue to wear masks, keep social distance, and make other accommodations to allow everyone to 

worship safely. 
 Pastor Kimberly removes her mask while preaching and leading prayers, to accommodate those who 

rely on lip-reading to assist their auditory processing. 
 Printed worship guides are placed by each door for you to pick up on the way in, and the hymns are 

printed in the worship guide, so you do not need to use a hymnal to follow along. 
 Offering plates are placed by the doors of the sanctuary, but we do not pass them during the offertory. 

You are still invited and welcome to give online at upcbgm.org/giving/donate 
Everyone is welcome to join us as we pray, hear God’s word read and proclaimed, share our joys and 

concerns, and experience worshipful music. Our music is presented in person. All of our musicians are 
masked and fully vaccinated, and the singers at the front of the sanctuary are at least 15 feet away from the 
first row of pews. 

Our worship guide is available for download from our website each week, and it can also be mailed to you 
if downloading is not an option. 

 
Our YouTube Channel 
Did you know that you can “subscribe” to the UPC YouTube channel? Did you know that it won’t cost 
anything, and that when we have 100 or more subscribers, we get access to some special “perks” as a 
content creator? 

Here’s how it’s done: 

 Open YouTube to one of the United Presbyterian Church recordings, by following this link 
(https://youtu.be/nn8ZBeTU0kw) or searching on YouTube.  

Scroll down under the video until you see: 

  United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 
There’s a button over here 
that says “SUBSCRIBE”. 
Click on the button.  

That’s it!  
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If you have been missing the time of shared prayer, join us at 9:30 before worship — either in the Chapel at 
church, or on Zoom — for a time of sharing and praying for the needs of our community. After the prayer 
time, you can stay on Zoom or switch over to the YouTube channel. 

 To join the Zoom room online, go to https://upcbgm.org/zoom 
 To call in: Dial 1-646-558-8656, then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #, then press # again, and then enter 

passcode: 42456 # 
It would be good to have you with us. 

Personnel Update: Welcome, Jackie Jamison! 
UPC has a new face greeting our congregation members, building tenants, and 
community guests. Please welcome Jacqueline (Jackie) Jamison, who began her 
position of Welcome Desk Coordinator on November 1.  

As someone who “enjoys helping people and wants to make a difference,” 
Jackie said that she was drawn to the position at UPC for these reasons. Jackie 
comes to us with a myriad of work experiences and skills, including community 
engagement and collaboration, advocacy, customer service, counseling, 
administrative and business operations, youth development, and managing after-
school programs. She has also served individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Most recently, Jackie worked as a residential house 
supervisor and was also an outreach counselor and youth program director with Broome County Gang 
Prevention. Prior to these roles, Jackie managed programs for the Salvation Army in Greensboro, NC; YMCA 
of Broome County; Catholic Charities; Boys & Girls Club of Binghamton; and the New York State Division of 
Housing. Trained in CPR, first aid and HIPAA, Jackie is also a licensed cosmetologist! 

Originally from Queens, NY, Jackie has lived in Binghamton for the last 20 years. She currently resides in 
Binghamton and is the proud mom of two sons. 

We’re pleased to have Jackie on board and look forward to her assistance with managing the operations of 
the front lobby to help meet the church’s mission of providing a welcoming and helpful presence. Jackie will 
also work closely with community members and church staff to support overall church outreach such as the 
community meal, food pantry, worship services, Sunday School, building safety and cleanliness, and services 
to those in need. 

The Personnel Team and church staff are grateful to those who volunteered at the front desk during the 
Welcome Desk Coordinator search process. Thanks go to George Cummings, Cindy Burger, Marilynn 
Guinane, Suzie Northrop-Raboy, Julie Njoroge, and Cindy Chadwick, in addition to church staff who pitched 
in to fill the gaps. 

Session Highlights 
At recent meetings, Session took the following actions: 
 Received Matthew Johnson into active membership of United Presbyterian Church; he was welcomed to the 

congregation at the October 24 service 
 Authorized baptism of the following individuals: 

 Owen Westcott 
 Declan Jones 
 Charlotte Livingston 
 Elinor Hugenbruch 
 Khiro and Tyson Meade/Brunson 
 Zander Rwabukwisi 
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 Approved renewal of the lease with the Binghamton City School District for their Adult Education (GED) 
program 

 Adopted a policy that all staff and volunteers of UPC must be vaccinated against COVID-19 
 Continued to support the Afghan Humanitarian Parole application program 

Handicapped Ramp Renovation 
The Property Team is happy to share that the planned 
renovation of our handicapped ramp is finally taking 
place. The existing ramp was too narrow for ADA 
standards and the ends did not meet the parking lot 
or the deck smoothly making rolling on them with a 
wheelchair, cart, or walker difficult.  

So last week the railings were removed and the old 
ramp demolished. The frame was widened and new 
smooth concrete was poured. The ends now smoothly 
meet the deck and the parking lot.  

  

 

The brickwork on the side of the stairs had also been damaged, so 
our contractor is also taking those apart and rebuilding them. The ramp 
has a temporary wooden railing, and we will be installing new railing 
on the ramp and the stairs when both are finished and we can get 
correct measurements. 

Good work, team! 
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Supporting Our Mission and Ministry 
Offering Envelopes: If you would like to have weekly offering envelopes for 2022 for your cash/check 
contributions, please contact the church office to request them: office@upcbgm.org or 607-722-4219. 

Online Giving: We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website 
(upcbgm.org/giving/donate). Contributions can be made by E-check or credit card, and can also be set up as a 
recurring gift. 

We encourage you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Get Involved! 
Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with or learn more about 
the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Card Committee: Suzie Raboy; 
Communications, Sally Hunt; Deacons, Allison Nyamuame or Aaron Whitney; Finance, Lou McKeage or 
Andy Chadwick; Personnel, Lou McKeage; Spiritual Formation, Lou McKeage or Andy Chadwick; Property, 
Bill Sands; Worship & Music, Suzie Raboy or Andy Chadwick. 

 

Programs & Events 
Afghan Crisis Project Update 
For the last few months, we at UPC have been the home base for a 
project to help an Afghan-American family find a way to get their 
extended family out of danger in Afghanistan. They are ethnically 
Hazara and religiously Shia Muslim — both minorities that the 
Taliban persecute — and things have not gotten any better for them 
there after 3 months of Taliban rule. We told you in the last newsletter 
that we have had the help of many houses of worship in the Binghamton area, along with the American Civic 
Association of Binghamton, and we started to figure out how to help him and his extended family apply for 
Humanitarian Parole. When we learned all that it entailed, including a sponsor and a $575.00 application fee 
for each person, we were daunted. But we put out the word and we were overwhelmed by the response! 

Currently, we’ve worked on a total of 187 applications — each representing a person in Afghanistan. With 
help from several volunteers from Temple Concord, Northminster Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian 
Union Church in Owego, the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley, members of the Binghamton University 
community, and other individuals, we have filled out paperwork, found sponsors, and raised money. Overall, 
over $68,000 has been raised to pay for application fees and shipping. 122 applications have been sent to the 
Department of Homeland Security, and we continue to seek sponsors so that we can send the remaining 65 
applications in. 

We have recently seen several stories in the news about the humanitarian parole process for these people in 
Afghanistan who are seeking asylum. They are unable to obtain visas, as some of the other Afghans we have 
heard about who are here on military bases who worked directly with the US government and were under a 
different program. The ones in danger who are applying for humanitarian parole have a long wait. As of early 
November, the US Citizenship and Immigration Services office that approves these applications had only 6 
staff, and they have received 20,000 applications since the end of August. The USCIS is assigning additional 
staff to the department that handles the Humanitarian Parole applications. 

Once parole applications get pre-approved, the Afghans have 30 days to get to a US Consulate to get 
background checks and final approval to enter the US. However, the US Consulate in Kabul was closed, so 
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applicants have to find a way out of the country (that has its borders tightly guarded) to get to Qatar, Turkey, 
or Dubai. So there are still many hurdles to jump through in the process. 

The family we’ve been helping is very grateful for your generosity and your prayer. They are deeply 
touched by so many people wanting to help other people they have never even met to escape danger. It gives 
them hope that their loved ones might have a chance to get to safety. If you’d like to learn more about what is 
involved in sponsoring an application for Humanitarian Parole, or how you can contribute financially to 
support this effort, you can contact the church office. 

On a separate front, we’re now turning our attention to the 55,000 Afghans who have already entered the 
country and are currently being housed on US military bases. These are Afghans who worked with the US 
military as contractors, translators, etc., along with their immediate families. Existing national resettlement 
programs in the US are only equipped to handle about 30,000 people, so a new model has emerged: 
“Sponsorship Circles” enable small networks of people within a community to welcome individual families, 
with support from the national organizations. To be eligible to receive a family, a Sponsorship Circle must be 
able to raise $2,275 for each person they will be welcoming. The Sponsorship Circle that we are developing 
hopes to support a family of 6 (i.e., parents and 4 children), or perhaps two families. That would be $13,650 per 
family, and we need to have 60% of that ($8,190) in hand before we can apply to receive a family. To learn 
more about this effort or to volunteer your time and abilities to this project, contact the church office. 

News from the Kitchen and Pantry 
The Community Meal and Pantry is seeing an 
increase in the number of people being served. 
We are routinely serving more than 200 meals 
each week “grab and go” style, with numbers 
peaking later in the month when people’s SNAP 
benefits run out for the month. We are seeing 
more homeless people coming in.  

The Pantry is in need of reusable grocery 
bags as well as old t-shirts that can be sewn into 
bags, and we also need can openers. We can 
always use winter coats, gloves, and hats, and 
new socks and new underwear to give out to the 
homeless. 

Pictured: On October 19, our roast prime rib dinner provided 257 meals to 132 people. 

Sewing Group: Wednesdays, 10am–1pm 
The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on the 2nd floor, working to create crib-size or lap 
quilts, decorative pillows, and walker “carry bags,” as well as knitted hats, sweaters, mittens, scarves, and 
baby items. Anyone interested is encouraged to join them on Wednesday mornings starting at 10am. No 
special sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, 
or heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand hemming skills are a plus. 

Our donations are given to: 

Charities including 
 Mom’s House 
 the YWCA 
 Rescue Mission 
 Birthright 
 Meals on Wheels 
 Camp Sunshine (for children with terminal cancer) 
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Care facilities including 
 Willow Point 
 Fairview Good Shepherd 
 United Methodist Homes 

(Elizabeth Church &  
St. Louise Manor) 

 Hilltop 
 Bridgewater 
 Absolute Care 

as well as our homebound 
members, and guests in need 
who come to our UPC lobby. 
Any newborns in our 
congregation receive a quilt  
gift. 

Each Wednesday at noon, those who can’t join the Sewing Group in person at the church are invited to 
“Zoom in” for their lunchtime social hour. Everyone is welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy the company. 

As part of our celebration of Reign of Christ on Sunday, November 21, we 
blessed and dedicated the many quilts, blankets, scarves, aprons, and more. 
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Christmas Giving Opportunities 
The Demand Justice Broome County Toy Drive 
Citizen Action of the Southern Tier is leading a toy 
drive for families impacted by mass incarceration. 
Donate new clothes and toys through Friday, Dec. 13, 
here at UPC. See the gift registry at bingtoydrive.com 

On Sunday, December 19, 2–6pm, there will be a 
“Toy Drive Give Away” here at UPC to distribute the 
donated items. If you’d like to volunteer for the event, 
call Citizen Action at 607-723-0110. 

Silver Bells 
Bells at Christmas are a symbol of celebration and joy. 
Our participation in the Silver Bells program, a 
mission of the Broome County Council of Churches’ 
Faith in Action Volunteers (FIAV), will bring joy to the 
older adults in our community during the holiday 
season. Many of the seniors served by FIAV are 
homebound with little or no family in the area. Just a 
simple gift and the idea that someone is thinking of 
them can mean so much. 

Silver Bell tags adorn the little tree at the front of 
the sanctuary. These tags list the first name, age, and 
gift wish of an older adult served by FIAV. If you’d 
like to participate in this program but cannot get to 
church to choose a gift tag, contact the church office 
and we can select one for you and email or call you 
with the information. 

Each gift should be unwrapped with its tag in a securely closed bag. Return gifts to the church (in person or 
shipped to us) no later than Tuesday, December 14. 

Our “Zoom room” 
Modern technology is marvelous! Thanks to the Zoom meetings system, we can gather virtually even though 
we can’t be together in person. We’ve used our “Zoom room” for worship but also for prayer groups, book 
studies, hymn sings, and social times. 

You can join our meetings and worship services online via your computer, tablet, or mobile device by going 
to upcbgm.org/zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to download the Zoom meetings 
app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and your camera. We use our “Personal Meeting 
ID” for worship and most of our programs, so they’re always in the same familiar place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you can’t join online. 
To join as a phone call: 

 dial 1-646-558-8656 
 then enter our Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 
 press # again, then enter the passcode: 42456 # 
If you have questions or need help using Zoom, feel free to call the church office for assistance. 
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Zoom Cocktail hour: Friday evenings, 5–6pm 
Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the fun as we catch up on the events of the week and share how 
we’re doing. It’s a great way to keep in touch while we it remains complicated to see one another in person. 

 

Joys and Concerns 
Gratitude: All those who are helping with the 
Afghanistan Crisis project with the American 
Civic Association; birth of Azir Ruston-Patinka; 
Matt Johnson joining our congregation 

Health & Wellness: Jon M., continuous migraine; 
Bill S. & Vicky B., recovering from surgery; 
Lauren H. & family and Kristie P., another round 
of strep 

Grieving: Friends & family of Amy Winans, 
Elizabeth Nungari, Patricia Vonhold, John Vestal 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bette A., Gail C., 
Kristie P., Marian P., Char S., Jim S. 

Ongoing: Gary A., Grace D., Brian, Harley, Heidi 
& her children, Dianne H., Bobbie H., Jeffrey J., 
Becky K., Larry, Audrey M., Penny, Jean R., 
Fredrick W. 

 

 

Other Concerns: We pray for 
 those living with cancer 
 those living with dementia and those caring for 

people with dementia 
 those having/recovering from surgery 
 those who have COVID and those who have died 

alone from the disease 
 families affected by natural disasters 
 those seeking shelter in colder weather 
 Afghanis trying to flee their country and unable 

to leave 
 for peace to come for all people 

Upcoming Birthdays 
December 
2 Aoife Backus 
3 Anne Boyer Cotten 
9 Douglas Hill 
10 Declan Jones 
14 Linda Griffin 
15 Chris Burger 
19 Lee Day, Andrea Livingston 
25 Grace Hickey 
27 Jon Morse 
30 Nancy Walter 
31 Peter Griffiths 

January 
9 Jackson Seman 
10 Gabriel Hickey 
11 Elikem Nyamuame 
18 Suzanne Souza 
20 Allison Nyamuame  
27 David Jurena 
29 Andrew Chadwick, Zackk Meade 
31 Harley Meade, Gloria Westgate 
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Christmas Eve worship 

Friday, December 24 at 4:00pm 

 

Christmas truly is the most wonderful time of the year. We hope 
you will join us for our family-friendly service of carols and 
candlelight on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24, at 4pm. 
You can attend in person, or join us online via our YouTube 
Channel upcbgm.org/youtube or on Zoom upcbgm.org/zoom,  
or dial in on your phone: 646-558-8656, meeting ID 865 274 8433, 
passcode 42456. 

During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming 
into the world and watch with expectant hope for his coming 
again. As Advent leads us to Christmas, we invite you to join in 
the opportunities offered at UPC. The church is decorated in the 
holiday spirit and we are filled with cheer as we prepare to 
welcome Jesus Christ into the world. 

 

 


