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View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery 

Our worship services are livestreamed on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 
 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

 

 

Sermon/Worship Series, September 19 – November 21 

“Why do we do what we do?”: A brief look at Christian worship throughout history 
This fall, we are exploring how Christian worship has evolved over the last 2,000 years as we seek to 
understand the meaning of our worship practices and their underlying reasons. During this series, our 
order and style of worship will vary to reflect the worship practices of each particular time period we’re 
exploring. 

Sept. 19 — Why worship? Why Christian worship? We introduced the series following the familiar order 
of worship that we’ve established at United Presbyterian, as we began to consider what it means to be 
people who seek to love God and neighbor, and how our worship supports and nourishes us on the way. 

Sept. 26 — Beginnings in the Synagogue: Eighteen Benedictions. Modeled on a first-century service of 
prayer and scripture, including the Eighteen Benedictions that became the basis of rabbinic Judaism and 
the singing of psalms. 

Oct. 3 — Agape and Eucharist: In Christ’s Name in the First Century. After the synagogue service, 
followers of Jesus would gather in small groups for a meal and to share their particular struggles, to pray 
together, and to listen to the teachings about Jesus — the stories that became the gospels, the letters 
written by apostles to particular communities. 
 This service of worship will include a celebration of the Lord’s Supper and a consideration of what it 
would have been like in the earliest communities. We will have a short congregational meeting after 
worship, and then a picnic, so in some ways we will be doing what our ancestors in the faith would have 
done. 

Oct. 10 — After the Break: When Christianity Became a Separate 
Practice. Modeled on Christian worship in the late second and third 
centuries, when Christianity had developed its own practices distinct 
from Judaism but was not yet the official religion of the Roman 
Empire. 
Oct. 17 — Becoming Official: When Worship Became a State Affair. 
In the fourth century, Christianity became the official religion of the  
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Roman Empire, and worship was standardized throughout the Empire for state and practical reasons: 
creating a unified culture and a unified practice among different ethnic and language groups. It was the 
time of the great ecumenical councils, when the canon of Scripture was set and the early creeds were 
agreed upon. 

Oct. 24 — Mysterium Fascinans Tremendum: Worship as a Spectator Sport. After the split between east 
and west in the 11th century, the Latin mass continued to be practiced by specially trained and ordained 
priests, with limited engagement by ordinary folks. This hierarchical and tightly controlled system 
preserved a single voice of Christian authority. Today’s service will be modeled on the liturgy that 
became standard in Western Christianity for five centuries. 

Oct. 31 — Reformation Sunday. Today’s worship service will be modeled on a liturgy from Calvin’s 
Geneva.  

Nov. 7 — The Feast of All Saints. In the style of a traditional 19th/20th-century American protestant 
service, until the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and the building of the Bouquet of Remembrance, when 
we will name out loud and in our hearts those whom we wish to remember. 

Nov. 14 — The Race to the End of Empire. Following the liturgical model that was developed in the 
ecumenical movement of the 20th century, with all of the movements and responses that will be familiar 
to those who have worshipped in traditional churches. 

Nov. 21 — The Reign of Christ Sunday. We complete the journey this week as we join with believers 
through the centuries in proclaiming that God is One, that Christ is Lord, and that we seek to live 
according to a Biblical vision of a world made new. 
 

Pastors’ Ponderings 
Many of you know that I had planned to go to Lucerne, Switzerland at the end of 
August to celebrate my friend Georg’s 70th birthday with him & my dear friend 
Reinhilde. I had been planning for it and working toward it all summer. The only 
thing I didn’t do was to check the expiration date on my passport, and so my plans 
changed instantly when I got to Newark airport and tried to check in. 

I didn’t have a good response. In fact, for several minutes I had no response at  
all, because I didn’t have a plan that didn’t include getting on the plane and flying 
away. 

 

Kimberly Chastain, 
Pastor 

It’s not the first time that my plans came to an abrupt halt. It’s not even the first time that it has 
been my own dumb fault. And it brought back all of the other times that I stood silently, looking at 
the wreckage, wondering what a possible next step might be. 

Like an echo through time, I heard my mother’s voice say, “You might as well get happy. Being 
miserable won’t change a thing.” I used to hate it when she said that, but in this case it seemed like 
pretty good advice. 

I called a friend who lived near the airport, whom I had not seen in 7 years, that I’d argued with 
the day before because I hadn’t planned to stop by and see her on my way. I let my German friends 
know that I wasn’t going to be able to make it, and groveled a bit. I promised them (and really, 
mostly, myself) that we would plan another trip that would include wonderful adventures together. 
And I had a wonderful vacation after all. It wasn’t the vacation I had planned, but it was full of love 
and laughter and friendship and good food. 
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Every change brings with it the need to adjust, to pause and consider what the next step might be. 
Even happy changes, positive changes, bring disruption and adjustment with them. When the change 
is a hard diagnosis, or the death of a loved one, or a change in personal or professional circumstances, 
that pause can be filled by grief and blame. More often than not, my mom’s advice to “get happy” is 
not the word that needs to be heard in that moment. 

We are all tired of changes, longing for predictability, wondering when we will be able to rest from 
our labors and feel like we know what the next moment will bring. The hardest part about these 
months since March 2020, when we realized that we would not be able to do what we have always 
done, is that every week, sometimes every day, brought new information and new things that 
required us to adjust. 

But connection and comfort brings the sense that there is a possible moment beyond the pause. 
The sure and certain knowledge that we do not have to go through the changes alone can make the 
difference between getting stuck and moving into the newness. I have been grateful throughout this 
seemingly endless time of change that we have a community at United Presbyterian that walks 
together through it all. When we thought we knew where we were heading… when we realized that 
we couldn’t avoid doing things differently… when we tried and fell down… when we got back up — 
we knew we were in it together. 

And even when I do not know what the next step will be, I know that there is possibility beyond 
the moment. Because the community reminds me of God’s never-ending presence and love, giving 
visible witness to the invisible truth. 

The changes continue — good and bad, expected and unexpected. But we have companions on the 
journey, and we have the promise that through it all, in life and in death and even beyond, we belong 
to God. 

Amen! 

Pastor Kimberly 

■     ■     ■     ■     ■ 

Dear friends, 

It’s been a whirlwind of a month here at UPC. As many of you know, we have  
been helping several Afghani-Americans who are U.S. citizens as they try to get their 
family members who are in danger out of Afghanistan. It has been mind-boggling 
work — figuring out the paperwork to file for Humanitarian Parole through the  
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Service, gathering application fees, and recruiting 
sponsors — but it has been very uplifting as well. So many, many people have come 
together, from UPC, from other local Presbyterian churches, from Temple Concord, 
and from the University community to help in various ways. And I am filled with 
hope that our community has so many people who care deeply about the well-being 
of humans halfway across the world. 

 

Becky Kindig,  
Associate Pastor 

We are so thankful for being able to partner with the American Civic Association in Binghamton, 
who have helped tremendously. They have done this kind of work for many years and have been 
assisting us in the process. We have also been thankful for the immigration lawyers from Journey’s 
End Refugee Services who have offices at the ACA, for helping us with the applications and to 
understand the process. 
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Each application has a fee of $575.00, and an application is for each person, not each family. The 

community has come together with sponsors and to pay for 92 applications and they have been sent to the 
USCIS to be processed. Each application can take up to 4-8 weeks to see if it is approved or denied — and 
that is the expedited time. So we need your prayers that the people processing these applications will 
work swiftly and with compassion. 

We also need your prayers that the family still in Afghanistan can remain safe. The people we are 
helping are both an ethnic and a religious minority that the Taliban persecutes. The people in Afghanistan 
are calling their family here and reporting that they are being beaten when at the market buying bread, 
the young men are being abducted to join the army, and the women and girls are terrified of going out. 

Our work will continue for a while. We need more sponsors since there are still about 40 applications 
to go for family members. And then if any of the applications are approved, and if the families can safely 
get out of Afghanistan, we will need help to resettle them here. If you, or people you know, would like to 
help with fees, the American Civic Association is taking monetary donations that they can convert into 
the money orders that accompany the applications. The information is below. If you would like to 
sponsor a person or family to come over, please call or email the office and we would be happy to explain 
what is involved. You won’t need to have people sleep in your house, but you are vouching that there is a 
community here willing to support them, and that you would be willing to help them find furniture or 
register their kids for school. 

Thank you all so much for your support and your prayers. It is amazing to be part of a congregation 
who says “Yes” when God asks us to help take care of God’s people! 

Grace and Peace, 
 Pastor Becky 
 

Music Notes 
As I practice and play for church with several musicians this summer as we provide music live in the 
sanctuary, it is a visible joy and reviving of spirits as music is created together, without the exacting 
“click-tape” and metronome keeping us together virtually. 

Choir directors Aimee Backus (choral) and Austin Shadduck (handbells and chimes) will be directing 
these groups in person, practicing in our sanctuary for Sunday in person worship. At least, that is the 
goal. Careful attention will be paid to individual concerns of health and safety. We welcome new 
participants who love music and ARE VACCINATED.  

We join the larger music community in this and other areas who are also cautiously beginning reentry, 
safely and seeking the joy of creating music together and not in isolation! 

We hope you will “tune in” in person or on YouTube to hear “a joyful noise”!! 

—Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 
 

This summer, in addition to the pre-recorded videos we’ve become accustomed to over the last 18 months, we were 
delighted to welcome live in-person musicians on several Sundays this summer, including Andy Chadwick (organ); 
Margaret Davis, Andrew Beaty, and Emma Schenemann (strings), and Star Noll-Long, David Berti, Katie Micalizzi, 
Sharon Landon, Aeden Hickey, and Victoria Barics (vocalists), along with accompanist Rebecca Mebert. All of our 
musicians are fully vaccinated, the front platform is at least 20 feet away from the nearest pews, and air scrubbers are 
operating throughout the worship service to reduce risk of exposure to COVID. 
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Aimee Backus, choir director at UPC, is currently working on her 
master’s degree in music performance at Binghamton University. 
Aimee recently performed the first of two requisite degree recitals, 
accompanied by pianist Pej Reitz. Aimee and Pej also presented 
this program to the community at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Owego. 

You can view/listen to clips from the recital: 

Le Merle Noir - Oliver Messiaen -  
       https://youtu.be/xKJuibPTrHc 

Sonata in A Minor (I. Poco Adagio) - CPE Bach Sonata -  
       https://youtu.be/LpjSLZIfCt8 

Serenade for Flute & Piano - Howard Hanson - 
       https://youtu.be/owt0t-73VME 
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Choir Rehearsals: In-person in the sanctuary 
Weds., 6:30–7:30pm UPC vocal choir, 7:30–8:30pm United Ringers handbell choir 
Our choirs have resumed in-person rehearsals in the sanctuary. (Hooray! Zoom rehearsals were better 
than nothing, but certainly not as satisfying or helpful as being able to hear one another singing together.) 

The time for vocal choir rehearsal has moved up to begin warm-ups promptly at 6:30pm, to allow for 
handbell choir rehearsal immediately afterward. Everyone must present their COVID vaccination cards, 
which will be scanned and kept on file. All participants will be masked, and we will use 12-foot spacing 
between singers and 6-foot spacing between ringers. Newcomers (fully vaccinated) are welcome as always! 
 

Our Church Family 
Join Us for Worship — in person, online, or over the phone 
We have returned to the sanctuary for in-person worship on 
Sundays at 10:00am. The service is also livestreamed on our 
public YouTube Channel upcbgm.org/youtube, our Zoom 
room upcbgm.org/zoom, and our website, and is also 
accessible on YouTube any time. Those who can’t access the 
worship videos online can call in on the phone to listen live 
on Sunday mornings, using the Zoom information listed 
below. So if you are not ready or able to come “in person”, 
you are welcome to participate as you are able. 

If you’re joining us in person, here’s what you need to know: 
 We continue to wear masks, keep social distance, and make other accommodations to allow 

everyone to worship safely. 
 Pastor Kimberly removes her mask while preaching and leading prayers, to accommodate those 

who rely on lip-reading to assist their auditory processing. 
 Printed worship guides are placed by each door for you to pick up on the way in, and the hymns are 

printed in the worship guide, so you do not need to use a hymnal to follow along. 
 Offering plates are placed by the doors of the sanctuary, but we do not pass them during the 

offertory. You are still invited and welcome to give online at upcbgm.org/giving/donate 

Everyone is welcome to join us as we pray, hear God’s word read and proclaimed, share our joys and 
concerns, and experience worshipful music. Sometimes music is pre-recorded, and other times we have 
live musicians in the sanctuary. All of our musicians are fully vaccinated. 

Our worship guide is available for download from our website each week, and it can also be mailed to 
you if downloading is not an option. 

If you have been missing the time of shared prayer, join us at 9:30 before worship — either in the 
Chapel at church, or on Zoom — for a time of sharing and praying for the needs of our community. After 
the prayer time, you can stay on Zoom or switch over to the YouTube channel. 

 To join the Zoom room online, go to https://upcbgm.org/zoom 
 To call in: Dial 1-646-558-8656, then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #, then press # again, and then 

enter passcode: 42456 # 

It would be good to have you with us. 
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Updating our Congregational Directory 
We’re working on the 2021–22 edition of the UPC “Family & Friends Directory”. (You don’t need to be an 
“officially joined” church member to be included — if you’re part of our worshiping congregation & 
community, then you belong in our directory.) 

We hope everyone will provide us with a new photo of yourself or your family. It doesn’t need to be a 
formal portrait — casual photos and selfies are fine, too. Photos can be emailed to directory@upcbgm.org 
or delivered to the church on a thumb drive, or you can provide a printed photo and we’ll scan it in. 

We ask that everybody please provide your current contact information, even if it hasn’t changed since 
the last directory. If you attend worship in person, please fill out the contact information card that is at the 
doors with the worship guides. You can place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the office. You can also 
submit your information through our website at upcbgm.org/directory  

One of the items we ask for is your birthday, because we enjoy celebrating them! You don’t have to 
include your birth year if you don’t want to, but that is helpful information for our Clerk of Session to 
have when we file our yearly statistics with the PC(USA). 

All information and photos must be received by October 4. The new directory will be available in 
December. 

Our YouTube Channel 
Did you know that you can “subscribe” to the UPC YouTube channel? Did you know that it won’t cost 
anything, and that when we have 100 or more subscribers, we get access to some special “perks” as a 
content creator? 

Here’s how it’s done: 
 Open YouTube to one of the United Presbyterian Church recordings, by following this link 

(https://youtu.be/nn8ZBeTU0kw) or searching on YouTube.  
 Scroll down under the video until you see: 

  United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 
There’s a button over here 
that says “SUBSCRIBE”. 
Click on the button.  

That’s it! 

Personnel Update 
Thank you to everyone who has stepped up and helped out as we are making staffing changes. Tammie 
Cummings left our front desk position after four years to accept another opportunity, and we are still 
hard at work creating the position description that will allow us, not to replace her, but to continue to 
grow and change in our life and service. We hope that we will have a candidate selected by early October. 

Jamel Allen resigned at the end of August after almost seven years on the building staff; we have 
closed that position and will not be hiring a new person at this time.  

We are working with staff members to update all of our position descriptions, since we are aware of 
how tasks and responsibilities grow, change and migrate in a fast-paced and evolving context like the 
ministry at United Presbyterian Church. 
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Special thanks to Cindy C., Cindy B., Suzie, Julie, and Marilynn for taking regular shifts to cover the 

front desk and to keep our spiritual formation mailings consistent, and to everyone who pitches in as they 
are able. 

Online Giving 
We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website (upcbgm.org/giving/ 
donate). Contributions can be made by check or credit card, and can also be set up as a recurring gift.  
We encourage you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Get Involved! 
Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with or learn more 
about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Card Committee: 
Suzie Raboy; Communications, Sally Hunt; Deacons, Allison Nyamuame or Aaron Whitney; Finance, 
Lou McKeage or Andy Chadwick; Personnel, Lou McKeage; Spiritual Formation, Lou McKeage or Andy 
Chadwick; Property, Bill Sands; Worship & Music, Suzie Raboy or Andy Chadwick. 

Tech Deacons 
The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley would like to form a Deacon group to assist member churches in 
their technology needs. 

The Tech Deacons will be a group of volunteers who will be available to our churches in developing 
and/or strengthening a church’s “virtual” presence. They would advise, help install, and train church 
members on equipment and software necessary in establishing and/or strengthening a virtual presence in 
their community to better serve both their members and their community. Coupled with this service 
would be financial resources in the form of interest-free loans and/or grants from both the Synod and the 
Presbytery for the purchase of any necessary equipment and software. Training will also be available for 
those who have tech abilities but feel they could use additional training. 

Interested? Please fill out this form: https://www.susvalpresby.org/tech-deacons or contact Co–Stated 
Clerk Chris Burger at 607-323-4477. 

Call for a Congregational Meeting on October 3, 2021, immediately 
following worship 
A Congregational meeting is called for October 3, 2021, immediately following worship (approximately 
11am). The meeting will be hybrid in person/via Zoom. The purpose of the meeting is to elect the Session 
class of 2024 and to vote on proposed changes to the By-Laws of the United Presbyterian Church of 
Binghamton regarding the size of Session and the length of Session terms. 

Session recommends the following changes be made to our by-laws: 

 

ARTICLE IV 
THE SESSION 

4.1 Composition. The Session shall consist of Ruling Elders who are Active Members in the 
Corporation, duly elected to a term of active service on the Session, and a moderator who shall be the 
installed Pastor or Co-Pastor, or, in the case the office of Pastor is vacant, a minister appointed by the 
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Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley. There shall be no fewer than nine (9) six (6) and no more than 
eighteen (18) Ruling Elders, divided into three (3) classes of approximately equal numbers. One class 
shall be elected each year at a meeting of the Congregation for a term of three (3) two (2) years. The term 
of office of Ruling Elders shall expire when their successors have been ordained and installed. The Ruling 
Elders shall be deemed the trustees of the Corporation and the Session shall be deemed as the Board of 
Trustees pursuant to Article 4 of the Religious Corporation Law. 

4.2 Term Limits. No Ruling Elder may serve consecutive terms, either full or partial, aggregating more 
than six (6) four (4) years. A Ruling Elder having served a total of six (6) four (4) years shall be ineligible 
for re-election for a period of at least one (1) year. 

 

Following congregational approval, the change must be approved by Presbytery. 

A Note from Pastor Kimberly: Andy has done a good job explaining why these changes are being proposed, but 
there’s another one that is equally important: burnout. It has been a pattern in church life since time began that 
people accepted leadership roles and were never given a chance to step back. These changes mean that people will 
always have a breathing space built in and will never feel like they have no way to stop. It also means that we have to 
keep each other in the loop, whether we are serving in an elected position or not, so that when we ask people to step 
up, they know what they are getting into and what they are getting out of it. We hope that this change will 
encourage people to take a turn and explore new possibilities! 

 

Programs & Events 
News from the Kitchen and Pantry 
On July 20, the Community Kitchen and the Binghamton Lions Club treated our guests to a full chicken 
barbecue. We rented a tent and placed it in the front church yard with tables and chairs. This was the first 
time our diners were able to sit together and eat since the start of lockdown. Take-home meals were also 
available. The meal was: ½ chicken, salt potatoes, baked beans, rolls and butter, fruit punch or water, and 
peach cobbler. All the food was purchased from donations and the Community Kitchen budget. The 
Binghamton Lions Club grilled the chickens at the Town of Binghamton Fire Company BBQ Pit. We 
managed to serve 224 dinners. This event was a big success and our diners stopped to thank us for doing 
this. 

The volunteers and staff of the Community Meal and Pantry are always looking for special ways to 
serve our community. On June 15 we invited the Broome County Health Department to come and do a 
vaccination clinic during the meal. We got donations to be able to offer a raffle to those getting vaccinated 
and those who were already vaccinated. Alex’s Café donated 10 free lunch meals. A private donor gave 
four $50 Visa gift cards. The church bought gift cards from the Spotlight Restaurant. We spent $100 and 
the manager of Spotlight gave us four $30 gift cards. This event was also a success and much appreciated. 

Food Pantry wish list: 
We have some ongoing needs for the pantry: 

 T-shirts to be made into grocery bags — torn/stained are okay 
 Reusable grocery bags  
 Microwaveable meals  
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And we can always use non-perishable food items that have NOT passed their expiration dates.  
To make a donation, contact the church office or email Sherry at meal@upcbgm.org. Thanks! 

Our “Zoom room” 
Modern technology is marvelous! Thanks to the Zoom meetings system, we can gather virtually even 
though we can’t be together in person. We’ve used our “Zoom room” for worship but also for prayer 
groups, book studies, hymn sings, and social times. 

You can join our meetings and worship services online via your computer, tablet, or mobile device by 
going to upcbgm.org/zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to download the 
Zoom meetings app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and your camera. We use our 
“Personal Meeting ID” for worship and most of our programs, so they’re always in the same familiar 
place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you can’t join 
online. To join as a phone call: 

 dial 1-646-558-8656 
 then enter our Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 
 press # again, then enter the passcode: 42456 # 

If you have questions or need help using Zoom,  
feel free to call the church office for assistance. 

 
Zoom Cocktail hour: Friday evenings, 5–6pm 

Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the fun 
as we catch up on the events of the week and share 
how we’re doing. It’s a great way to keep in touch 
while we can’t see one another in person. 

Sewing Group: Wednesdays, 10am–1pm 
The Sewing Group meets every week in the Upper Lounge on the 2nd floor, working to create crib-size or 
lap quilts, decorative pillows, and walker “carry bags,” as well as knitted hats, sweaters, mittens, scarves, 
and baby items. Anyone interested is encouraged to join them on Wednesday mornings starting at 10am. 
No special sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, pinning, tying, setting the table for 
lunch, or heating water for tea. Sewing machine and hand hemming skills are a plus. 

Our donations are given to: 

Charities including 
 Mom’s House 
 the YWCA 
 Rescue Mission 
 Birthright 
 Meals on Wheels 
 Camp Sunshine (for children 

with terminal cancer) 
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Care facilities including 
 Willow Point 
 Fairview Good Shepherd 
 United Methodist Homes (Elizabeth Church & St. Louise Manor) 
 Hilltop 
 Bridgewater 
 Absolute Care 

as well as our homebound members, and guests in need who come to our UPC lobby. Any newborns in 
our congregation receive a quilt gift. 

At noon, those who can’t join them in person are welcome to “Zoom in” for their lunchtime social 
hour. Everyone is welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy the company. 
 

Joys and Concerns 
Gratitude: All those who are helping with the 
Afghanistan Crisis project with the American Civic 
Association; Kimberly’s niece’s wedding 

Health & Wellness: Sherry C. after knee surgery; Bob K. 
after knee surgery; Bob P. (Kimberly’s dad) after carpal 
tunnel surgery; students, faculty, and staff (college and 
grade schools) to have a good and safe year 

Grieving: James F., death of his cousin in SC from 
COVID; Laurie W. & Suzanne S., death of Laurie’s 
father; friends & family of Carolyn Howell and Larry 
Parham; all those affected by the terror attacks of 
9/11/2001 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bette A., Gail C., Kristie 
P., Marian P., Char S., Jim S. 

Ongoing: Gary A., Grace D., Brian, Harley, Dianne H., 
Bobbie H., Jeffrey J., Becky K., Larry, Audrey M., Penny, 
Jean R., Fredrick W. 

Other Concerns: We pray for 
 those living with cancer 
 those living with dementia and those 

caring for people with dementia 
 those having/recovering from surgery 
 those who have COVID 
 families affected by natural disasters 
 those who are moving and starting 

new jobs 
 Afghanis trying to flee their country 

and unable to leave 
 the environment: the danger we are in; 

wisdom for those making policy 
decisions and for those who don’t 
comprehend 

Upcoming Birthdays 
October 
2 James McKeage,  

Patrick McKeage 
4 Lauren Hickey 
7 Kathy Preston 
11 Philip Hazen Westcott 
15 David Ruston  
16 Dean Ogden 

 
18 Julia Naldjian 
19 Bette Auchinachie 
24 Bill Campbell,  

Marian Palmer 
27 Shelby Livingston  
29 Ken Mebert 
30 Kristine Valashinas 

November 
2 Julia Jurena 
4 Gail Wilson 
7 Sally Menges, Lana Ogden 
16 Dean Ogden 
19 Margaret Sands 
22 John Wilson 
25 Elizabeth Boland-Hayes, Fred Russell 
30 David Sands 

 



  

 
 

 

  Address Service Requested  
 

 

 

Congregational Meeting & Picnic 
Sunday, October 3, 2021, immediately following worship at UPC 

A Congregational meeting is called for October 3, 2021, immediately following worship 
(approximately 11am). The meeting will be hybrid in person/via Zoom. The purpose of the 
meeting is to elect the Session class of 2024 and to vote on proposed changes to the By-Laws of 
the United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton regarding the size of Session and the length of 
Session terms. (The full text of the by-law changes can be found on pages 8–9.) 

Because our membership is decreasing, and therefore our pool of available candidates, 
Session has proposed changes to our Session structure. There is concern that Session size should 
not be reduced to a point where there isn’t sufficient diversity. Our current by-laws allow for a 
minimum of 9 and a maximum of 18 Session members. It was agreed that the minimum Session 
size should be reduced to 6 members with the length of each term reduced from three to two 
years. Although the proposed by-law revision would allow for as few as six Session members, 
Session proposes at this time that the number of members be reduced from 9 (currently) to 7. 

After the meeting, we will gather by the garden in the front yard for a congregational picnic. 
In order to reduce the risk, we are asking everyone to bring your own meal. We will have a few 
extras “grab and go” style for those who don’t receive the announcement or forget to bring their 
own. 


