
≡     UP-Beat Newsletter     ≡ 

Pentecost 2021 
Volume 12, Issue 4 

View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery 

Our worship services are livestreamed on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 
 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

 

 

In-Person/Online Hybrid Worship has resumed! 

We’re excited to announce that we have returned 
to the sanctuary for in-person worship on Sundays 
at 10:00am. All are welcome to join us as we pray, 
hear God’s word read and proclaimed, share our 
joys and concerns, and experience worshipful 
music. 

We wear masks and keep social distance, and 
the pews are marked to help us sit safely. The 
doors to the outside will be open during the 
service, so be sure that you are dressed for  

 

comfort. Pastor Kimberly will take her mask off for the sermon only, to accommodate those who 
rely on lip-reading to assist their auditory processing. 

The service is also livestreamed on our public YouTube Channel and our website, and will still be 
accessible on YouTube after worship ends. Those who can’t access the worship videos online can call 
in on the phone to listen live on Sunday mornings. Dial 1-646-558-8656, then enter Meeting ID: 865 
274 8433 #, then press # again, and then enter passcode: 42456 #. So if you are not yet ready to come 
“in person”, you are welcome to participate as you are able. 

Printed worship guides will be placed by each door for you to pick up on the way in, and the 
hymns will be printed in the worship guide, so you will not need to use a hymnal to follow along. 
Our worship guide is available for download from our website each week, and can also be mailed to  
you if downloading it is not an option. 

We will have offering plates placed by the doors of the 
sanctuary, but we will not be passing them during the offertory. 
You are still invited and welcome to use the online giving options  
at upcbgm.org/giving/donate. 
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The service music will be prerecorded and played through our sound system. You are welcome to 

hum or sing quietly with the hymns as long as your mask is in place. 

In a year of new challenges and new experiences, we have learned to be creative and flexible while 
we are learning what we need to know to take the next steps. We know that the Lord will be with us 
as we move forward in faith! 
 

Our Church Family 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 
June 27 and July 18 

We’re having a baby boom at United Presbyterian Church, and we will be celebrating our children on 
at least two separate Sundays this summer!  

On June 27,  
 We will baptize Owen Westcott, beloved child of Jackie and 

Peter Westcott, and we will also receive Jackie into 
membership. 

 We will baptize Charlotte Livingston, beloved child of 
Shelby Livingston, beloved grandchild of Andrea 
Livingston, and beloved niece of Matt Livingston. 

 We will baptize Declan Jones, beloved child of Amanda Licht 
Jones and Doug Jones, and beloved brother of Clyde Jones. 

On July 18,  
 We will baptize Elinor Hugenbruch, beloved child of Emily 

and Brian Hugenbruch. 
 We will baptize Khiro and Tyson Brunson, beloved children 

of Jazmine-Rebeka Meade, beloved grandchildren of Angela 
Garcia Meade, great-grandchildren of Ann Garcia, and great-
great grandchildren of Dick Bartholomew. 

Keep watching… there will be more to come! 

Music Notes 
Margaret, a fairly new member, has found a joy in assisting in our 
transition to hybrid worship by playing piano/violin duets during 
worship. String instruments are considered safe in as we begin our 
journey back to in person worship.  

Margaret tells us about herself: 

 “I played the violin in elementary and high school. I recall music 
being mostly about practice, work and competition. When I went to 
college the instrument was packed away. Many (many!) years later a 
friend in the United Church of Oxford asked me to join the small 
ensemble at the church. Through their patience, tolerance and 
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encouragement I rediscovered the joy of playing music, and learned that music can be shared by 
everyone regardless of experience or ability.  

“We moved to Binghamton and joined the United Presbyterian Church as the pandemic was 
beginning. Opportunities to play, including the Community Orchestra, were lost. Sharing music in 
the church became the ‘new door’ that opened and allowed me to participate and to encourage others 
in our community. Virtually, and more so in-person, playing music is a pleasure. I am very grateful.” 

We invite others be a part of making joyful music! 

Online Giving 
We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website (upcbgm.org/giving/ 
donate). Contributions can be made by check or credit card, and can also be set up as a recurring gift. 
We encourage you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Get Involved! 
Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with or learn  
more about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: 
Communications, Sally Hunt; Deacons, Allison Nyamuame or Aaron Whitney; Finance, Lou 
McKeage or Andy Chadwick; Personnel, Kathy Preston or Lou McKeage; Property, George 
Cummings, Bill Sands, or Kathy Preston; Spiritual Formation, Lou McKeage or Andy Chadwick; 
Worship & Music, Suzie Raboy or Andy Chadwick. 
 

Programs & Events 
News from the Kitchen 
At the beginning of May, we started letting our guests come into the pantry and shop for what food 
they would like. We always offer frozen food items and refrigerated food items also. The clients all 
like the ability to make their own choices. We also have a few clothing items and shoes available for 
choice. 

In March we started to get some donations from Walmart to augment the food we get from 
CHOW and the Food Bank of the Southern Tier. 

We’re in the process of increasing our volunteer base for the pantry and the Tuesday Community 
Meal. If anyone would like to volunteer to help cook, we start cooking Tuesdays at 9am. You can 
email Sherry Conklin, Kitchen Coordinator, at meal@upcbgm.org. 

Food Pantry wish list: 

We have some needs for the pantry: 
 T-shirts to be made into grocery bags — torn/stained are okay 
 Reusable grocery bags  
 Microwaveable meals 

And we can always use non-perishable food items that have NOT passed their expiration dates. 
To make a donation, contact the church office or email Sherry at meal@upcbgm.org. Thanks! 
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Our “Zoom room” 
One of the big changes we’ve made this year in response to the pandemic is our “Zoom room”. 
Thanks to the Zoom meetings system, we can gather virtually even though we can’t be together in 
person. We’ve used Zoom for worship but also for prayer groups, book studies, hymn sings, and 
social times. 

You can join our meetings online via your computer, tablet, or mobile device by going to 
upcbgm.org/zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to download the Zoom 
meetings app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and your camera. We use our 
“Personal Meeting ID” for worship and most of our programs, so they’re always in the same familiar 
place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you can’t 
join online. To join as a phone call: 

 dial 1-646-558-8656 
 then enter our Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 
 then enter the passcode: 42456 # 

If you have questions or need help using Zoom, feel free to call the church office for assistance. 

Staying together, apart 
All are invited to join in our Zoom groups that meet during the week. They’re a great way to stay 
connected with the church community, even if we can’t gather in person. 

Morning Prayer: Sundays, 9:30–10am 

If you have been missing the time of shared prayer, join us before worship at 9:30 for a time of 
sharing and praying for the needs of our community. After the prayer time, you can stay on Zoom for 
worship or switch over to the YouTube channel. 

Bible Study: Mondays, 1:00–2:00pm (NOTE NEW TIME) 
We’re reading the book called Evolution of the Word: The New Testament in the Order 
the Books Were Written by Marcus Borg. Professor Borg was a distinguished scholar 
of the New Testament, and this book is in many respects a summation of his life’s 
work, helping readers to understand the context, influences and probably order of 
the New Testament books. If you’d like to join the group for this study, we’d be 
glad to have you with us — we can always order more books! 

If you would like to read and study this book, but you can’t make it to a Monday 
afternoon study, let Pastor Kimberly know of your interest and the best time for 
you to participate. We’d be happy to start another class! 

Sewing Group lunchtime social hour: Wednesdays, 12:00–1:00pm on Zoom 
Many members of the Sewing Group who are fully vaccinated have begun to meet again at the 
church on Wednesday mornings to work on quilts. But even those who can’t come in person continue 
to gather virtually for the social lunchtime each Wednesday at noon. Everyone is welcome; bring 
your lunch and enjoy the company. 
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Zoom Cocktail hour: Friday evenings, 5:00–6:00pm 
Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the 
fun as we catch up on the events of the week and 
share how we’re doing. It’s a great way to keep in 
touch while we can’t see one another in person. 
 

 

 

 

Joys and Concerns 
Prayer Corner 
Gratitude: Tina, mom in care, recovering; Sara, new job at Old Barn 

Celebrating New Life: Ziggy, born 5/28 to Michael and Talitha; 
Khalid, David’s grandson 

Graduates: Gene F.; Emma S.; Kate; Eli 

Healing: Marilynn Guinane, fell and broke her hand; Gracie, tonsils 
removed; Gabe, bad cut on foot; Tammie and Qiqi, wisdom teeth 
removed; Pastor Becky, dealing with a stubborn infection and lupus 
flare; Bonnie, scalp wound; Bob, heart issues; Frank, blood clots 

Grieving — Friends and family of: Chris S.; Dennis B.; Randy 
Palmer 

Students, navigating school during pandemic: college — Aimee B., 
Victoria B., Eleanor H., Emma K., Sara L., Holly R., Oliver R., Jullian 
W.; grade school — Aeden H., Grace H., Ethan N., Ellis N., Cleo P., 
Kayla P., Sam R. 

Living with Cancer: Carmella; 
Kathy; Stephanie; Victoria 

Homebound/Managed Care: Bette 
A., Gail C., Kristie P., Marian P., 
Char S., Muriel S., Jim S. 

Ongoing: Gary A., Grace D., Brian, 
Harley, Dianne H., Bobbie H., 
Jeffrey J., Becky K., Larry, Audrey 
M., Penny, Jean R., Fredrick W. 

Other Concerns: We pray for 
 Palestine/Israel 
 Mass shootings 
 Broome County Jail 

Recent and Upcoming Birthdays 
June 
5 Alexander Westcott  
12 Sydney Brauer 

Jean Hill 
Sally Hunt 
Darlene Ward 

13 Madelyn Parsons 
14 Taylor Chadwick 

Jazmine Meade 
20 Sharon Landon 

Lou McKeage 
21 Victoria Barics 

Marilynn Guinane 
Ryan Holloran 

22 Eleanor Hough (Westcott) 

23 Sara Lieberman 
26 Bill Donohue 
30 Ariana Zbrzezny-Koniuto 

July 
9 Ramona Auchinachie 
11 Evan Kindig 
19 George Cummings 

Joyce Donohue 
Roger Westgate 

21 Doug Jones 
22 Ann Garcia 
27 Muriel Spagnolli 
28 Bobbie Hickling 

August 
4 Marion Adams 
10 Aimee Backus 

Judy Westcott 
14 Linda Hessian 

Leonard Hoover 
Janet Rice 

19 James Spencer 
23 Ed Hickey 
28 Gail Covert 

Elizabeth Rose Jurena 
30 Cindy Burger 

Margaret Davis 
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New Sermon Series Starting: June 6, 2021 – July 11, 2021  
“Lies We Have Loved — Things We Think Are in the Bible (But Really Aren’t)” 
This week Pastor Kimberly started a new series called “Lies We Have 
Loved”, which is going to talk about things that many people think are in 
the Bible but are not. Some of them are kind of funny, like the story of Paul 
falling off his horse (except he didn’t). But some of them have done actual 
harm in the ways they have been used by people who are trying to be 
helpful to others, like “God never gives you more than you can handle”. 

The sermon titles will be the words we think are in the bible, but really 
aren’t, and the stories will be about times when Jesus shows us a different 
way to think. 

 

June 6:  When Paul Fell Off His Horse Acts 9:1–19 
June 13:  God Helps Those Who Help Themselves Mark 4:35–41 
June 20:  God Never Gives You More Than You Can Handle Mark 5:21–43  
June 27:  Everything Happens for a Reason John 9:1–7 
July 4:  Only the Good Die Young  Mark 6:14–29 
July 11:  God Works in Mysterious Ways  Mark 6: 30–39 

 


