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View more photos from church events via our website: upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery 

Our worship service premiere live on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. 

 

 

Holy Week: On the Path to Resurrection 

Palm Sunday is March 28! We will be delivering palms 
and taking photos for our virtual Palm Parade during the 
week before, so that we can celebrate our community 
and Christ’s coming in our YouTube worship service. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 7pm: We will gather in 
the Zoom room for a service of communion and candles. 
We will retell the story of the Passion in simple language, 
and bless each other as we go into the time of waiting for 
resurrection. 

 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4:  

10am: We will have our regular communion service streamed on YouTube. 

4pm: We will gather at the church for an outdoor Easter celebration with a “Road to Emmaus” theme. 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking with us on the road?” Where do you 
meet Jesus in this season? 

It’s been a year since we started worshiping in new ways and 
we are still learning! But we know that God is with us on the 
way, and leads us on the path of resurrection! It would be 
good to have you with us.  

In this issue: 

Our Church Family  ..................  2 
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Joys and Concerns  ...................  5 

 

http://upcbgm.org/programs-and-events/photo-gallery
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
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 Our Church Family 

Online Giving 
We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website (upcbgm.org/giving/ 
donate). Contributions can be made by check or credit card, and can also be set up as a recurring gift. We 
encourage you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our mission to do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Get Involved! 
Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with or learn more about 
the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Communications, Sally Hunt; 
Deacons, Allison Nyamuame or Aaron Whitney; Finance, Lou McKeage; Personnel, Kathy Preston or Lou 
McKeage; Property, George Cummings, Kathy Preston, or Bill Sands; Spiritual Formation, Lou McKeage or 
Andy Chadwick; Worship & Music, Suzie Raboy or Andy Chadwick. 

Session Highlights 
At the February 8, 2021, meeting, the Session: 

▪ Heard about the plans for the February 17 Ash Wednesday service. 

▪ Learned about a new program, “Sundays in the Park for Prayer,” that began February 21 at 2pm. 

▪ Began their annual review of the church’s policies. 

At the March 8, 2021, meeting, the Session: 

▪ Scheduled a strategic planning workshop in April. 

▪ Approved an upgrade to our internet service and the transfer of our telephone service to Spectrum. 

▪ Agreed on a short, informal outside afternoon service on Easter, April 4. 

Programs & Events 

Sundays at the Park for Prayer 
2:00pm Sundays, location varies 

Each Sunday in Lent, a group has met for Sundays in the Park for Prayer. Being in nature is good for our souls. 
It has been wonderful, even in the cold, to spend time in God’s creation and spend time with each other 
masked and socially distant. We have met at different parks in the area and had 10–25 people each week. We 
gather at 2pm and I read a short passage from the book Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific 
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. After that, we 
decide as a group how much time we will spend outdoors — it is usually 
about an hour — and then spend some time either by ourselves or in small 
groups, walking or hiking or sitting in nature and marveling at God’s 
creation as it transitions from winter to spring. Then we come back together, 
share where we especially saw God during our time, and then share a prayer.  

An email comes out the Thursday before the hike with directions to the 
park and a location to meet. All ages and abilities are welcome to participate!  

Upcoming weeks: 

March 21: Chenango Valley State Park (Port Crane) — this is a change 
from the previously announced venue 

March 28: IBM Glen (Endwell) 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fupcbgm.org%2Fgiving%2Fdonate&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEdXzKN04v7DZw6K2sEaxbk89gokw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fupcbgm.org%2Fgiving%2Fdonate&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEdXzKN04v7DZw6K2sEaxbk89gokw
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We had a great time at Arnold Park on February 21. It was so 
good to see so many of you in person! And it was so good to be 
outside and notice the signs of life all around us. 

 

  

   

On February 28 we gathered at 
Otsiningo Park, despite a little 
rain. It was again so good to see so 
many of you in person! (Even at a 
distance and through a mask.) 
And it was great that some of the 
kids could join us, who helped us 
to slow down and really notice 
God’s wonderful creation all 
around us. 

We had planned to go to Aqua- 
Terra Park in the hills of the Town of 
Binghamton next, but the mid-week 
thaw and re-freezing resulted in 
dangerously icy trail conditions. So  
we made a quick change of venue and 
met at the Chenango River Walk in 
downtown Binghamton on March 7. 

  

We had a great time and were glad to  
see some new (masked) faces in the group! 

On March 14 we met at Binghamton University Nature Preserve. A hearty group of us braved the wind and 
snow squalls and had a great time. Once we got into the woods, the wind really wasn’t a problem. We saw 
ducks and deer and were thankful for the salamander ramps in the road to allow salamanders to cross the 
road safely in March for breeding. 

More photos can be found at https://photos.app.goo.gl/p55978Zs9P8v36oh9 

Food Pantry wish list 
Our Community Meal & Pantry Coordinator, Sherry Conklin, reports that we have some needs for the pantry. 
She’s looking for: 

▪ T-shirts to be made into grocery bags —torn/stained are okay 

▪ Reusable grocery bags  

▪ Microwavable meals 

And we can always use non-perishable food items that have *not* passed their expiration dates. 

To make a donation, contact the church office or email Sherry at meal@upcbgm.org. Thanks! 

  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/p55978Zs9P8v36oh9
mailto:meal@upcbgm.org
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 Our “Zoom room” 
One of the big changes we’ve made this year in response to the pandemic is our “Zoom room”. Thanks to the 
Zoom meetings system, we can gather virtually even though we can’t be together in person. We’ve used Zoom 
for worship but also for prayer groups, book studies, hymn sings, and social times. 

You can join our meetings online via your computer, tablet, or mobile device by going to 
upcbgm.org/zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to download the Zoom meetings 
app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and your camera. We use our “Personal Meeting 
ID” for worship and most of our programs, so they’re always in the same familiar place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you can’t join online. 
To join as a phone call: 

▪ dial 1-646-558-8656 

▪ then enter our Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 

▪ then enter the passcode: 42456 # 

If you have questions or need help using Zoom, feel free to call the church office for assistance. 

Staying together, apart 
All are invited to join in our Zoom groups that meet during the week. They’re a great way to stay connected 
with the church community, even if we can’t gather in person. 

Bible Study: Mondays, 1:00–2:00pm on Zoom (NOTE NEW TIME) 

We’re reading the book called Evolution of the Word: The New Testament in the Order the 
Books Were Written by Marcus Borg. Professor Borg was a distinguished scholar of the 
New Testament, and this book is in many respects a summation of his life’s work, 
helping readers to understand the context, influences and probably order of the New 
Testament books. If you'd like to join the group for this study, we'd be glad to have you 
with us — we can always order more books! 

If you would like to read and study this book, but you can't make it to a Monday 
noon study, let Pastor Kimberly know of your interest and the best time for you to 
participate. We'd be happy to start another class! 

Sewing Group lunchtime social hour: Wednesdays, 12:00–1:00pm on Zoom 

A few members of the Sewing Group have begun to meet again at the church on Wednesday mornings to 
work on quilts. But even those who can’t come in person continue to gather virtually for the social lunchtime 
each Wednesday at noon. Everyone is welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy the company. 

UPC Choir rehearsal: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7–8pm on Zoom 

The UPC choir meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each 
month via Zoom. We’re learning 
music that we’ll then record at 
home, individually. Our worship 
production team is then able to 
assemble all of the individual 
recordings into a whole choir to 
include in our worship videos. 
New members are always 
welcome! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fupcbgm.org%2Fzoom&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHvltlzvQoqG3IlZfvbAc0WiQpHuQ
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Zoom Cocktail hour: Friday evenings, 5:00–6:00pm 

Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the fun 
as we catch up on the events of the week and share how 
we’re doing. You never know who you might see — or 
what they might be wearing! 

 

 

 

 

Joys and Concerns 
Prayer Corner 

Gratitude: for Sherry & Kitchen crew; for all working to end the 
pandemic; all who have been vaccinated; for Aeden’s new 
opportunity; Ann, safely moved to Good Shepherd-Fairview 

Preparing for Marriage: John & Erica (April 10th) 

Welcome to the World: Baby Elinor (born February 10th) 

Healing: Dan, recovering from open heart surgery; Holly, broken 
knee; 400 in COVID quarantine on BU campus; Muriel, in rehab; Jhan 
Krmenec and partner, battling COVID 

Grieving: friends & family of Dana Cilley; Russ & Lee Ann & family; 
Robert, ICU nurse whose father & stepfather both died in his unit 

Students, navigating school during pandemic: college — Aimee B., 
Victoria B., Eleanor H., Emma K., Sara L., Holly R., Oliver R., Jullian 
W.; grade school — Aeden H., Grace H., Ethan N., Ellis N., Cleo P., 
Kayla P., Sam R. 

 

Homebound/Managed Care:  
Bette A., Gail C., Kristie P., Marian 
P., Char S., Muriel S., Jim S. 

Ongoing: Gary A., Grace D., Brian, 
Harley, Dianne H., Bobbie H., 
Jeffrey J., Becky K., Larry, Audrey 
M., Penny, Jean R., Fredrick W. 

Other Concerns: We pray for 

▪ Tina and her mother 

▪ families who are struggling 

▪ an end to violence 

Recent and Upcoming Birthdays 

March 
4 Ellen Hancock-Berti 
5 Dick Bartholomew 
7 Suzie Northrop Raboy 

Maida Thomas 
8 Becky Mebert 

Bill Sands 
12 Chelsie Hill Bennett 
13 Scott Kindig 
15 Barbara Rocke 

Thomas Rossi 
17 Marne Ward 
22 Khiro-Anthony Meade 
25 Ann Cobb 
28 Erik Joh 

April 
1 Aeden Hickey 

Grace Zbrzezny 
2 Matthew Livingston  
7 Chloe Brauer 
8 Kathy Kopp 
9 Laurie White 

Amanda Licht Jones 
14 Janet Hoover 
20 Angela Garcia-Meade 
21 Dominic Ruston-Patinka 

James Stehli 
22 Maria Kutz 

Charlotte Livingston 
23 Dick Aswad 

24 Pastor Becky 
26 Greg Patinka 

Zander Rwabukwisi 
28 James Menges 
 

 



  

 
 

 

  Address Service Requested  

 

 

 

Join Us for Worship on our YouTube Channel or via Zoom 
We pre-record our worship services, which 
premiere live on Sundays at 10am our website 
and on our public YouTube Channel 
upcbgm.org/youtube. (You don’t need a 
Google/YouTube account to see the videos.) 
The videos continue to be available on 
YouTube after Sunday morning, so if you 
missed out on watching live, you can view 
them later. All of the words for prayers and 
hymns are shown on the screen during 
worship. 

 

Those who can’t access the worship videos online can call in on the phone to listen live on 
Sunday mornings. See “Our Zoom Room” on page 5 for details on how to phone in for worship. 
Our worship guide is available for download from our website each week, and can also be 
mailed to you if downloading it is not an option. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fupcbgm.org%2Fworship-with-us&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE49WAKPm7sVVovLiJ95tbXCJUBhQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fupcbgm.org%2Fyoutube&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEWvLt4o3dQDQ-0yt3OsBrYX70aIw

