
THIS WEEK AT UPC 
Sunday, December 8 
10:00a Worship service 
11:30a Potluck luncheon 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 
12:00p Presentation on refugee crisis in 

Lesvos, Greece 
 
Monday, December 9 
NO Bible study 
 6:00p Session meeting 
 
Tuesday, December 10 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
 5:00p Spiritual Formation Team meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 11 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 
 
Thursday, December 12 
8:30a–1p   Lourdes Mammogram Van 
9:30a–12:30p   Care & Share distribution 
 
Sunday, December 15 
10:00a Worship service 
11:30a Performance by Binghamton 

Children’s Choir 
12:00p Potluck luncheon & presentation on 

clergy witness at southern border 
12:00p United Ringers choir rehearsal 
 3:30p Service of Ordination & Installation 

for Rev. Dr. Charles Colton at 
Conklin Presbyterian Church 

 3:30p Service of Installation for Rev. 
Rachel Ditch at Christ Community 
Church, Cortlandville 

 

Looking Ahead 
Monday, December 16 
Noon  Bible study 
 1:30p Property Team 
 
Tuesday, December 17 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
 1:00p Worship Team 
 
Wednesday, December 18 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 
 
Sunday, December 22 
10:00a Worship service 
11:30a Potluck luncheon 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 
 1:00p Live Radio Play: A Christmas Carol 
 
Monday, December 23 
Noon  Bible study 
 
Tuesday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
 4:00p Worship Service—Communion—

Carols & Candlelight 
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Sunday potluck luncheons &  
Advent programming 

Each Sunday in December, we will have a 
potluck lunch and special programming after 
worship. 

TODAY, December 8, Susan Thornton will 
return to share with us her work with Syrian 
refugees on Lesvos this summer. 

On December 15, the Binghamton Children’s 
Choir will perform for us and Rev. Jo Von Rue 
will tell us about her participation in a clergy 
witness in Arizona dealing with our own 
refugees and US policies. 

On December 22, UPC and the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation (UUCB) will present a 
live radio play, A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens, starting at 1pm. 

On December 29, following their worship 
service on Riverside Drive, the UUCB will be 
processing over to UPC to bring their chalice and 
flame, as we symbolically mark the beginning of 
our temporary space-sharing arrangement while 
the UUCB building is being renovated. Then 
we’ll join together for fellowship and lunch. 

We hope you’ll plan to attend and to be part of 
as many of the Sunday programs as you can—it 
would be good to have you with us! 

—–————————————————————— 

Christmas Eve worship— 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4pm 

Christmas truly is the most wonderful time of 
the year. During the season of Advent, we 
celebrate Christ’s coming into the world and 
watch with expectant hope for his coming again. 
Join us for our family-friendly service of carols 
and candlelight at 4pm on Christmas Eve. 

Do you want to be part of a  
Live Radio Play? A Christmas Carol 

UPC and the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Binghamton (UUCB) 
are jointly producing Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol. It will be presented 
here at UPC on Sunday, December 22, 

1pm, under the direction of Rev. 
Douglas Taylor. The event will be free 
and open to the public. 

There are over a dozen speaking parts 
and room for a handful of people on 
the sound effects table. There will  
be 90-minute rehearsals on Sundays, 

December 8 (today) and 15, 1–2:30pm 
at the UUCB (183 Riverside Dr.), and a 
two-hour rehearsal on Saturday, 

December 21, 1–3pm at UPC. 

If you’d like to participate in the 
production, go to the rehearsal today 
at the UUCB and speak with Douglas. 

We’ll also need ushers and greeters. If 
you’d like to help as a greeter or usher, 
contact the UPC office, 607-722-4219 or 
office@upcbgm.org. 

—————————————————— 

TODAY, Sunday, December 8, 7pm— 
Handbell Concert by Bronzissimo!  

at Valley Christian Reformed Church,  
1452 River Rd., Binghamton 

Bronzissimo! Community Handbell 
Choir (including our own Scott Kindig) 
presents a concert of classic carols and 
holiday favorites. The concert is free 
and open to the public. A free-will 
offering will be collected at the 
performance. 

mailto:office@upcbgm.org


Friday, December 13, 7pm—“The Star of 
Bethlehem” at Kopernik Observatory 

preceded at 6:30pm by a concert of 
Christmas music, presented by students 

of Aimee Backus’s flute studio 

This fascinating documentary film is an 
investigation into the story found in the 
Gospel of Matthew about the Star of 
Bethlehem, which appeared in the sky at 
the time of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. 
The film explores the mystery of what 
the Wise Men saw in the night sky by 
relating knowledge about astronomy  
and historical clues from the Bible. It 
includes the words of Roman and Jewish 
historians alongside those of ancient 
prophets. Come learn about this ancient 
mystery and draw your own conclusions. 

Doors for this event open at 6pm. The 
concert is at 6:30pm, and the movie 
begins at 7pm. Admission: $5 adults, $3 
seniors/students, $16 family max. 
Kopernik members are free. Go to 
www.kopernik.org or call 607-748-3685 
for more info. 

——————————————————— 

Sunday, December 15, 3:30pm—
Worship Services of Installation 

The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley 
cordially invites you to join in worship: 

Ordination and Installation of Rev. Dr. 
Charles Colton at Conklin Presbyterian 
Church, 1175 Conklin Road, Conklin, NY 

Installation of Rev. Rachel Ditch at  
Christ Community Church, 292 
Tompkins Street, Cortland, NY 

Receptions will follow the services. 

Christmas Gift-Giving Opportunities 

Silver Bells gift tags: The little tree at the front 
of the sanctuary is decorated with “Silver 
Bells” for the Broome County Council of 
Churches’ Faith in Action Volunteers (FIAV). 
Bells at Christmas are a symbol of celebration 
and joy. Our participation in the Silver Bells 
program will bring joy to the older adults in 
our community during the holiday season. 
Many of the seniors served by FIAV are 
homebound with little or no family in the area. 
Just a simple gift and the idea that someone is 
thinking of them can mean so much. 
     The silver bell tags list the first name, age, 
and gift wish of an older adult served by 
FIAV. Each gift should be unwrapped with its 
tag in a securely closed bag. Return gifts to the 
church office no later than Weds., Dec. 11. 

The Demand Justice Broome County Toy 
Drive: Citizen Action of the Southern Tier is 
leading a toy drive for families impacted by 
mass incarceration. Donate new clothes and 

toys through Friday, Dec. 13, here at UPC. See 
the gift registry at tinyurl.com/bingtoydrive 
     On Sunday, December 15, 2–5pm, there 
will be a “Toy Drive Party” here at UPC to 
distribute the donated items. If you’d like to 
volunteer for the event, sign up online at 
actionnetwork.org/forms/toydrive-vol or call 
Citizen Action at 607-723-0110. 

Broome County Council of Churches Jail 
Ministry: This program serves men and 
women in jail, those released, and their 
families. More info is on the insert. 

Broome County Urban League: There are gift 
tags on the tree for the children in the Urban 
League’s Afterschool Enrichment Program 
(which is held here at UPC). The tags have gift 
suggestions, and the due date is on the tag. 
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