
THIS WEEK AT UPC 
Sunday, October 20 
10:00a Worship service—Taizé 
11:20a Preschool Sunday School class 
11:20a Intergenerational Sunday School 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 
 

Monday, October 21 
Noon  Bible study 
 6:15p Book study: Neighborhood Church 
 

Tuesday, October 22 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
 

Wednesday, October 23 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 
 

Friday, October 25 – Sunday, October 27 
Congregational Retreat @ Stony Point Center 
 

Sunday, October 27 
10:00a Worship service led by Alex Compton 

Alex Compton is a member of the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Binghamton, NY. He is a student at 
Binghamton University and on his way to 
seminary next year. Prior to involvement 
with Unitarian Universalism, Alex was  
a lay minister to a small Binghamton 
congregation in the Metropolitan 
Community Church, a Christian 
denomination for and by folks in the 
LGBTQ community and their allies. 

 
Looking Ahead 

Monday, October 28 
Noon  Bible study 
 1:30p Property Team meeting 
 6:15p Book study: Neighborhood Church 
 

Tuesday, October 29 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
 

Wednesday, October 30 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 
 

Sunday, November 3 
10:00a Worship service—Communion 

Bouquet of Remembrance 
11:20a Preschool Sunday School class 
11:20a Intergenerational Sunday School 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 
 

Monday, November 4 
Noon  Bible study 
 6:15p Book study: Neighborhood Church 
 

Tuesday, November 5 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
 

Wednesday, November 6 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 
 

Sunday, November 10 
10:00a Worship service 
11:20a Preschool Sunday School class 
11:20a Intergenerational Sunday School 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 
 

Monday, November 11 
(Building is open as usual) 
Noon  Bible study 
 6:00p Session meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 12 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
 

Wednesday, November 13 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 



Monday Evening Book Study— 
Oct 21 & 28, and Nov 4, 6:15–7:30pm 
Neighborhood Church: Transforming 

Your Congregation into a Powerhouse 
for Mission by Krin Van Tatenhove and 

Rob Mueller 

Read, then join us for our next three-
week book study. Neighborhood Church 
was selected by the Co-Moderators of 
the 223rd General Assembly (2018) as 
this year’s book for church-wide study to 
provide an opportunity for us to read, 
reflect, share, and listen. 

The Mid-Kentucky Presbytery’s study of 
Neighborhood Church before their May 
presbytery assembly produced a very 
lively discussion. Mid-Kentucky’s 
Presbyter for Community Life, John 
Odom, tells us: “Neighborhood Church 
gave our congregations stories of hope 
and real-world examples from churches 
throughout the U.S. of what embodying 
the gospel with neighbors can look like. 
It emboldened congregational leaders to 
name and claim deep resources for 
ministry already present, and stirred 
them to dream of concrete ways that 
their congregations can become the 
embodiment of Christ with their 
communities.” 

——————————————————— 

Newsletter Items: The next UP-Beat 
Newsletter is in the works and will be 
published in mid-November. If you  
have any news items you want included, 
or any event photos to share, please 
email them to newsletter@upcbgm.org 
or submit them to the office no later than 
Thursday, November 7. 

 

 

 

 

God of love, 

source of mercy and compassion, 

weave your dream for the world 

into the fabric of our lives.  

Remove the scales from our eyes 

and lift the indifference from our hearts, 

so that we may see your vision – 

a new reign of justice and compassion 

that will renew the earth. 

Transform our lives, 

so that we may accomplish your purpose. 

Anoint us with your spirit of love 

that we might bring good news to the oppressed, 

bind up the brokenhearted, 

and proclaim release to the captive. 

Give us a new urgency 

and a new commitment 

to feed the hungry, 

clothe the naked, 

shelter the homeless, 

and visit those who live in isolation. 

Help us to reach out to those 

whom no one else will touch, 

to accept the unacceptable, 

and to embrace the enemy. 

Surround us with your love, 

fill us with your grace, 

and strengthen us for your service. 

Empower us to respond to the call of Jesus – 

to deny ourselves, 

to take up our crosses, 

and to follow. 

Make us your disciples. 

Amen. 

—Kurt Struckmeyer 

Prayer of the Week 

mailto:newsletter@upcbgm.org


New Congregational Directory 

We’re working on the next edition of the UPC Family & 
Friends Directory. Please fill out the contact information card 
included in this week’s worship guide (even if your informa-
tion has not changed). You can place it in the offering plate  
or turn it in to the church office. Or, you can submit your 
information securely on our website: upcbgm.org/directory. 

We hope that everybody will provide us with a new photo of 
yourself or your family. (For many of you, the photos we have 
on file were taken more than 5 years ago!) Photos can be 
emailed to the church office at directory@upcbgm.org or 
delivered on a thumb drive, or you can provide a printed 
photo and we’ll scan it in. 

All directory information must be received by December 3. 
The new directory will be available in January 2020. 

All Saints’ Day Bouquet 
of Remembrance—

Sunday, November 3 

We will celebrate the 
Feast of All Saints with a 
bouquet of remembrance. 
If you have a loved one 
you’d like to be included, 
please provide their 
name to the church 
office. Everyone is 
invited to bring a flower 
to add to the bouquet. 
Extra carnations will be 
available for those who 
need them. 

News from Presbytery: Special Administrative Review Commission Listening Sessions— 
Mon. Oct. 21 & Thurs. Oct 24, 10am–12pm at United Presbyterian Church of Cortland 

The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley (our regional governing body) has been having some 
problems with relationships and communication over the past several years. Earlier this year, 
the Presbytery Cabinet asked the Synod of the Northeast for help solving these problems. As 
a result, the Synod created a Special Administrative Review Commission (SARC) to review 
operations and procedures in our Presbytery, with the goal of guiding our Presbytery into a 
healthier way of doing ministry. The SARC is composed of pastors and ruling elders from 
our neighboring presbyteries of Cayuga-Syracuse, Geneva, and Genessee Valley. 

The SARC will be holding “listening sessions” over the next several months to hear about the 
workings of the Presbytery and our experiences with the committees, meetings, staff, and 
other people of the Presbytery. Members of the SARC will be at the United Presbyterian 
Church of Cortland this week for two listening sessions, Monday 10/21 from 10am to 12pm, 
and Thursday 10/24 from 10am to 12pm. They encourage anybody who has experienced the 
workings of our presbytery to tell them about it, whether those experiences were good or bad. 

If you have information you’d like to share, but cannot attend a listening session, you can 
email the SARC at SusValSARC@synodne.org, or you can mail your comments in writing to: 
Synod of the Northeast, 5811 Heritage Landing Dr., Floor 2, East Syracuse, NY 13057-9360 
ATTN: Susquehanna Valley SARC 

If you have questions about the SARC, you can talk with Pastor Kimberly, Pastor Becky, or 
Chris Burger. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
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Your Thoughts Wanted! 

We would like to collect your thoughts on community and 
sanctuary as we prepare for our congregational retreat, and 
begin to shape the theme for the coming church year. 

 We would like to record short videos of your answers to any 
or all of the following questions to study at the retreat and in 

the months to come. 

 We can record you here after worship or you can take a 
video of yourself and send it to us. All ages are encouraged to 
participate! 

 When you think of the word sanctuary, what comes to 

your mind? 

 What do you expect from your church community (UPC)? 

What do you bring to the community? 

 What does it take to feel like we are in the presence of 
God when we are with each other? 

 How do we continue to build a sanctuary as a 

congregation: to be community,  
to worship, to be whole, to be who you are? 

Please submit videos by Wednesday, October 23, so we can 
download them for the retreat. 

 

 Thank you so much for participating! 

 Pastor Kimberly and Pastor Becky 


