
THIS WEEK AT UPC 
Sunday, October 21 
 9:00a Adult Sunday School 
10:00a Worship Service—guest preacher 

Rev. LaDana Clark, “LADYJAM” 
11:25a Children’s Sunday School 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 

Monday, October 22 
 Noon Bible Study 
 1:30p Property Team meeting 
 6:15p Book Study: Making Room 
 

Tuesday, October 23 
 9:30a Tai Chi 
11:00a NYSERDA Energy Efficiency Forum 
 5:00p Community Meal (Team 4) 
 

Wednesday, October 24 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 7:00p UPC Choir rehearsal 
 

Saturday, October 27 
10a–2p Vocal Workshop 
 

Sunday, October 28—Reformation Sunday 
 9:00a Adult Sunday School 
10:00a Worship Service 
11:25a Children’s Sunday School 
11:45a United Ringers choir rehearsal 
 

Looking Ahead 
Monday, October 29 
 Noon Bible Study 
 6:15p Book Study: Making Room 
 

Tuesday, October 30 
 5:00p Community Meal (Team 5) 
 

Wednesday, October 31 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
NO UPC Choir rehearsal 
 

Sunday, Nov. 4—Daylight Savings ends 
 9:00a Adult Sunday School 
10:00a Worship Service 
11:25a Children’s Sunday School 
12:00p Film Discussion: Doctrine of Discovery 

DO JUSTICE  •  LOVE KINDNESS  •  WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD 
www.upcbgm.org   |   office@upcbgm.org   |   607-722-4219 

Madrigal Choir of Binghamton 
concert “Words in Music:  

Choral Settings of Great Texts”— 
TODAY at 3:00pm @ UPC 

We welcome the Madrigal Choir of 
Binghamton to our sanctuary on 
Sunday, October 21, as they kick off 
their 2018–19 season “Singing from the 
Heart.” In their fall concert “Words in 
Music: Choral Settings of Great Texts,” 
the Madrigal Choir will present 
beautiful settings of texts including 
Psalms, Shakespeare, and the featured 
piece, Dylan Thomas’s “Fern Hill” in a 
setting by John Corigliano. 

For tickets and more information, go to 
www.madrigalchoir.com, or call Earl 
Westerlund at 607-217-4110. 



Interfaith Lecture “How to Dialogue 
Without Losing Your Own Faith Identity”—

TODAY, 7:30–9pm at Binghamton 
University, Lecture Hall 9 

Learn more about inter-religious dialogue 
and grow in the richness it can bring to your 
faith experience. Susanne Janssen will share 
her experience as a member of the Focolare, a 
Catholic ecclesial movement that also 
involves people of other faith traditions. She 
will give us some insight into how the group 
aims to make dialogue part of their daily 
lives. She will talk about their life experiences 
and offer some “how to” exercises for better 
dialogue and listening skills.  

————————————————————— 

Monday Evening Book Study continues— 
October 22 and 29, 6:15–7:30pm 

Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as  
a Christian Tradition by Christine Pohl 

Read, then join us for this three-week book 
study. Although hospitality was central to 
Christian identity and practice in earlier 
centuries, our generation knows little about 
its life-giving character. Making Room revisits 
the Christian foundations of welcoming 
strangers and explores the necessity, 
difficulty, and blessing of hospitality today. 

Combining rich biblical and historical 
research with extensive exposure to 
contemporary Christian communities, this 
book shows how understanding key features 
of hospitality can better equip us to faithfully 
carry out the practical call of the gospel. 

Copies of the book are available for purchase 
from the church office. 

Educational Offerings      ~      Special Notices      ~       

NYSERDA Energy Efficiency Forum—
Wednesday, October 23, 11am–1pm 

The NYS Dept. of Public Service and the 
NYS Energy Research & Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) are holding a series 
of regional forums focused on energy 
affordability, access to energy efficiency, 
and other clean energy solutions in low-
income communities. New York State 
wants to hear from the people on 
implementing energy efficiency strategies 
for the most marginalized citizens. UPC is 
hosting the Binghamton region forum on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, 11am–1pm, and some 
of our state representatives will be present. 

This forum is free and open to the public. 
Come & get engaged to address the needs 
and concerns of the most marginalized 
individuals in our community. 

———————————————————— 

The Southern Tier Singers’ Collective 
debut concert “O Quam Gloriosum”— 
Friday, Oct. 26, 7:30pm at St. Patrick’s,  

9 Leroy Street, Binghamton 

Hear the sumptuous harmonies of the 
Mediterranean Renaissance in the debut 
concert of the Southern Tier Singers’ 
Collective, a new professional-level 
chamber choir in central New York.  
UPC’s Choral director Aimee Backus is  
one of the singers in this choir. Motets by 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina and 
Francesco Soriano frame Tomas Luis de 
Victoria’s evocative motet and Mass “O 
Quam Gloriosum.” Open to the public;  
no ticket required. A free-will offering  
will be collected. 



Vocal Workshop—Sat., Oct. 27, 10am–2pm 

Using our body and voice correctly is 
important for both speaking and singing. 
All are invited to join us for a vocal 
workshop led by Christina Santa Maria, 
who will teach and lead us in learning 
helpful techniques through music. This 
workshop is free and open to the 
community; reservations are requested. 

Christina was our Interim Choir Director in 
2015–2016 while completing her undergrad 
degree at Binghamton University. She 
recently graduated with a Master’s of Music 
in Voice Pedagogy and Performance from 
Westminster Choir College. She and her 
husband, Evan, now live in the Buffalo area. 

If you plan to attend, RSVP to the office. 

—–——————————————————— 

Actors needed for Advent 

We are doing dramatic readings of our 
Advent scriptures this year and we need 
some actors. 

We are doing it in a Tableaux reading style, 
with a narrator and a small group of actors 
creating frozen scenes. We will do this for 
each Sunday in December. Aside from the 
narrator, none of the actors will speak. The 
only requirement for you is the ability to 
stand still. 

We will need to practice in November to set 
up the scenes. If you are interested in 
participating in one or several of the four 
Sundays in Advent, please contact Pastor 
Becky or the office so we can form a group 
and find the best time to meet.  

Service Opportunities  
 
 
 

Amid each day's confusing news, 
Lord, may your voice be heard 
and our ears discern the difference 
between this world's truth and yours. Amen! 

—John Birch 

Prayer of the Week 

Potluck and Fellowship— 
Sunday, October 28 at 4:30pm 

Join us for a time of fellowship and food  
(of course!) next Sunday. Dave Ruston will 
share with us his recent experiences hiking 
the 2,200-mile Appalachian Trail. Then we’ll 
enjoy a potluck dinner. All are welcome. 

————————————————————— 

Collecting Stories of Mission and Outreach 

Do you volunteer with a service group 
outside UPC? We want to tell your story! 

For the next newsletter, we want to highlight 
the many ways that people in our church 
family show Christ’s love through their 
dedication and service to worthy causes, 
both locally and around the world. 

Maybe you work with the Meals on Wheels, 
or Office for the Aging, or Broome County 
Council of Churches. Tell us about what you 
do or what the organization does, or maybe 
why their work is important to you. If you 
have any pictures, send them along too. 

Please submit your stories to the church 
office by Wednesday, October 24. You can 
email files to office@upcbgm.org, or bring in 
your written story and printed photos, and 
we can scan images and type up the text. 



Community Meal: Help Needed 

Our Community Meal is served every 
Tuesday, 5:00–5:45pm. We’re looking 
for volunteers to help with food 
preparation, plating, and serving 
dinners. 

Meal preparation begins around noon; 
those who do plating and serving are 
needed at 4:30pm. 

We invite you to donate your time, 
energy, and experience. Our volunteers 
say they feel rewarded many times over 
for the help they provide in making a 
difference in the lives of others. 

If you’d like to be a part of this vital and 
much-needed ministry, whether just for 
one week or on an ongoing basis, please 
contact Meal Coordinator Katie Kukol 
at 607-722-4219 or meal@upcbgm.org. 

Educational Offerings      ~      Service Opportunities 

“Connections” Dinners: The Spiritual 
Formation Team is sponsoring a season of 
congregational hospitality. Several people in our 
congregation will host small gatherings for 
lunch, supper, or dessert so that we can know 
each other better. The host will provide a simple 
main dish and guests will offer sides/drinks to 
complete the menu. We will plan these 
opportunities so that our congregation can get to 
know new people better and deepen our 
connections with old friends. We hope many of 
you will participate. 

——————————————————— 

Do you have extra plastic grocery  
bags floating around your house?  

We need them for our Community  
Meal—we use them when we give  
people take-out meals. If you want  
to donate yours, please bring them  
to the church office. Thanks! 

Documentary Film Whose Streets?—Thursday, October 25, 7pm  
at the Bundy Museum Annex 

Citizen Action presents another in their series of social justice films. Told by the activists 
and leaders who live and breathe this movement for justice, the film offers an unflinching 
look at the Ferguson uprising. When unarmed teenager Michael Brown is killed by the 
police and left lying in the street for hours, it marks a breaking point for the residents of 
St. Louis, Missouri. Grief, long standing racial tensions, and renewed anger bring 
residents together to hold vigil and protest this latest tragedy. 

Empowered parents, artists, and teachers from around the country come together as 
freedom fighters. As the National Guard descends on Ferguson with military grade 
weaponry, these young community members become the torchbearers of a new 
resistance. “When the news cameras are gone, the truth will be told.” 

At the Bundy Museum annex, 129 Main St. Doors open at 6:30pm. Admission is free, 
donations are accepted. 


