
THIS WEEK AT UPC 
Monday, August 20 
 Noon Bible Study 
 
Tuesday, August 21 
 5:00p Community Meal 
 
Wednesday, August 22 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 
Sunday, August 26 
10:00a Morning Prayer Service 
 4:30p Worship Service 
 5:30p Potluck Dinner 
 

Looking Ahead 
Monday, August 27 
 Noon Bible Study 
 5:30p PLOT Bystander Intervention 

Training (free & open to public) 
 
Tuesday, August 28 
 5:00p Community Meal 

Wednesday, August 29 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 

Sunday, September 2 
10:00a Worship Service 
(Communion will be on Sept. 9) 
 

Monday, September 3 
Labor Day—Building Closed 
 

Tuesday, September 4 
 5:00p Community Meal (Team 2) 
 

Wednesday, September 5 
 9:00a Sewing Group 
 

Friday–Saturday, September 7–8 
LUMA Festival (various downtown locations) 
 8:30–11p (both nights) — ticketed event 

Transfiguracio @ UPC Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, September 9 
 9:00a Adult Sunday School 
10:00a Worship Service—Communion 
11:20a Children’s Sunday School classes 

This Week in Faith 
August 20–21—Eid Al Adha (Islam): The Feast of the Sacrifice is an annual Islamic 
observance when Muslim communities remember Ibrahim’s (Abraham’s) obedience to 
God—especially Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his only son, Ishmael. Eid Al Adha is 
observed at the culmination of the required pilgrimage to Mecca. Muslims around the 
world celebrate this day with communal times of prayer. In some traditionally Muslim 
countries, families sacrifice an acceptable animal (sheep, goat, cow) and divide the flesh 
between themselves and the poor. This is not legal in many parts of Australia, Canada, 
Aotearoa New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the United States of America, and other 
countries. People also give money so poorer members in the local communities may eat a 
meat-based meal. 

August 24—St. Bartholomew the Apostle: While appearing in all of the lists of the twelve 
disciples, Bartholomew’s name does not show up anywhere else in the New Testament, 
and very little is known about him. Some scholars believe that he may be the same person 
as Nathanael, called along with Philip at the beginning of John’s gospel.  



LUMA Projection Arts Festival—Friday & Saturday, 
September 7–8, various downtown locations 

——————————— 

“Transfiguracio” presentation in our sanctuary,  
both nights, 8:30–11pm 

LUMA is a cutting edge festival held annually in 
Binghamton that celebrates the intersection of art and 
technology. Using projection mapping, the artists 
participating in the LUMA Festival transform 
downtown Binghamton’s historic architecture into 
vibrant works of art. City hall turns into a gingerbread 
house. The courthouse becomes Stonehenge. The light 
overpowers the surface and the effect seems real. 

UPC is delighted to be one of the locations being 
featured in this year’s festival. Transfiguracio,  
featuring the Binghamton Philharmonic, is a fully 
immersive presentation that will bring a mesmerizing 
interaction of lights and orchestral music to our 
sanctuary. Transfiguracio builds in four movements: 
Introspection, Investigation, Transfiguration, and 
Plenitude. Originally composed for a 10-piece 
chamber orchestra, Transfiguracio has been 
completely rewritten for the Binghamton 
Philharmonic’s 44-piece orchestra. Musically, the 
composer describes the hypnotic score as classical, 
contemporary, and minimalist, with a light electronic 
touch. The constant momentum of vividly highlighted 
light fragments sweeps across the ceiling, bringing us 
closer to the architecture by uniting music, 
illumination, and emotion. 

This display is the only ticketed event in the festival, 
and tickets are now on sale ($8) and selling fast. If you 
want to see the display, you’d better hurry! Tickets are 
on sale through the Binghamton Philharmonic at 
www.binghamtonphilharmonic.org, under 
“Upcoming Concerts.” 

Special Notices      ~      Educational 

Bystander Intervention Training 
by PLOT—Monday, August 27, 

5:30–7:30pm @ UPC 

How can we respond to a situation 
if we witness behavior that is 
inappropriate and potentially 
harmful to others? This bystander 
intervention training by PLOT 
(Progressive Leaders of 
Tomorrow) will give people the 
skills to reduce barriers that keep 
individuals from intervening with 
concerning behaviors as well as 
when interacting with police. 

With a focus on taking action,  
this training will help participants 
understand what a bystander is, 
provide options for taking action, 
and teach skills for effective 
intervention. The training 
addresses a range of potentially 
difficult situations, including: 
police misconduct, academics  
and unethical behavior, mental 
health disorders, sexism/gender 
violence, homophobia, substance 
use, sexual health and safety, 
suicide, and racism. 

The training is free and open to 
the public. RSVP is not necessary 
but can be done online at 
facebook.com/BingPLOT 



Offerings      ~      Service Opportunities 

Prayer of the Week 
 
 
 
 

Eternal God,  
your mercy is everlasting,  

your goodness eternal;  
your name endures to all generations.  

As we gaze at the stars,  
they dance to your music;  

the moon shines,  
reflecting your glory.  

We greet the sunrise  
and rejoice in creation.  

Tasting the rain,  
we affirm how you care for us;  

touching the sand,  
we are in awe of your power.  

You enliven our senses  
to the scope of your grandeur.  

We give you all honor  
as we worship your name.  

Amen. 

—James G. Kirk 

Church Retreat at Stony Point 
Conference Center—Friday, October 12, 

through Sunday, October 14 

We hope that all of you will join us for 
this year’s all-church retreat, Friday, 
October 12, through Sunday, October 14. 
We’ll be back at the Stony Point 
Conference Center, and Rick Ufford-
Chase has agreed to join us again this 
year. More info coming soon! 

Collecting Donations to Support  
CARES School Backpack Project 

CARES (Community Advocates Restoring 
Educational Standards) Advocates for Families 
provides backpacks filled with essential school 
supplies to families in the community. Last 
year, they provided around 400, and this year 
they hope to supply even more. 

We are collecting donations for the CARES 
backpack project through Monday, August 27. 
Checks can be made out to United Presby-
terian Church, marked with CARES in the 
memo line. 

For more information about CARES, contact 
Lawrence Parham, 607-743-5877 or 
caresbinghamton@gmail.com. 

—–———————————————————— 

Becoming an Age-Friendly Community—
Friday, September 14, 2:30–3:30pm  
at Broome County Public Library 

You are invited to join the Broome County 
Office for the Aging for a Forum on Becoming 
an Age-Friendly Community. Broome County  
recognizes the benefits of becoming age-
friendly—environmentally, socially, and 
economically. Age-friendly communities make 
a commitment to actively work together 
toward being a great place to live for people of 
all ages. This forum will explain what it means 
to be an Age-Friendly Community, and how 
you as a community member can be involved. 

For more information, contact the Broome 
County Office for the Aging, 607-778-2411,  
or Cindy Burger, csburger@frontiernet.net or 
607-692-3442. 


