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We are the church… together!
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Greetings!
Carey Nieuwhof is a pastor in Canada who has a passion for building church leadership. In his
article “5 Ways to Embrace New Church Attenders“, Carey Nieuwhof outlines 5 things that we
as church members can do to focus on being welcoming instead of complaining that people
don’t take church seriously anymore. It has such great information, I am going to share it over
the next several months for us to think about and hopefully discuss and implement. The first in
this series is Empathy.
“1. Develop some empathy.
Many of today’s church leaders grew up in church. We remember a time when church attendance was simply
the thing you did every Sunday. And as church leaders or volunteers, it’s what we still do every Sunday.
So at times it can be a little hard to empathize with people who don’t see things the way we see them.
Personally, I think participating in the mission of a great church weekly (including Sundays) is one of the best
things a Christian can do. Unless I’m fooling myself, I think this is a personal conviction, not just a vocational
conviction. If I stopped doing vocational ministry tomorrow, I would still want to participate weekly in the
mission of a local church, including the Sunday ministry.
But just because I see it that way doesn’t mean everyone sees it that way.
And...here’s the danger...if you start judging people for net seeing it your way, you almost certainly turn them
off. People-especially teens and young adults-can smell judgment a mile away. Judgment creates barriers.
So what do you do instead?
Empathize.
It’s not that hard to do if you realize you probably have an attitude about other organizations similar to their
attitude toward your church.
Take going to the gym for example.
I have a gym membership. Truthfully, I haven’t been there in two months. But I spin on my bike trainer at
home, do push ups and hike. I watch what I eat and I do other exercise. To me, my goal is fitness and health.
It’s not going to the gym. The gym is a means to an end, and it’s not the only means for me.
Am I going to make the cover of next month’s Muscle Magazine? Nope. But that’s not my goal.
Many people think the same way about church. Especially if you’re reaching unchurched people. If formerly
unchurched person shows up 12 times a year, that’s far more than they’ve ever been in church! They might
think they’re doing great, and maybe they are compared to how they used to feel spiritually.
So rather than judging them for it, tell them they’re doing great. And invite them in to a deeper conversation
about faith and life.
I realize the gym analogy breaks down because I don’t think the Christian faith is an individual pursuit like
fitness can be (more on that in part 4 of this blog series). And clearly I would be in better shape if I went to the
gym three times a week and had a personal trainer. But if you stand there with a scowl on your face every
Sunday angry about empty seats, why would anyone want to sit in one?
People can smell judgment a mile away. So, church leaders, stop judging.”
We have no idea what burdens people are carrying. So let’s celebrate when people make it in through our
doors either for the first time or the first time in a while and build on the incredible welcome UPC is known for.
~Peace, Pastor Becky
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It’s Working! It’s Working!
By Emrys Tyler, SVP Cabinet Chair 2016
I hear a high number of despairing remarks about our political landscape these days. I’m not confident saying
that it’s higher than every past year, but the level of contempt and despair voiced, especially among my sisters and brothers in the faith, feels significant.
Now I do heartily agree that some of the comments soaking up the airwaves, especially on the political scene, are sentiments I’d rather not adopt. A presidential candidate suggesting that we should “ban all Muslims
from entering the US” grieves my understanding of the freedom of religion we hold dear. And it is fascinating
how “socialism” has become a viable political epithet, when within memory it got one blackballed. We live in
interesting times.
These kinds of extremities make many people around me exclaim in anger, sigh in despair, or huff in contempt. And if you’re one of those, let me say: There is good news!
It’s working! Hallelujah!
We live in a society in which anyone can say anything (short of slander or direct threat of harm). We participate in a society chock full of ideas-timid and crazy, exciting and blasé-voiced by people unafraid that their
satire will land them in jail (as in Egypt), their unorthodoxy will have them executed (as in Syria), or their cry
for justice will get them disappeared (as in Colombia).
What’s more, as this particular season reminds us, when we find the blathering of one candidate too much
for us to bear, we can vote for another one! Need I remind us that our system of voting is an exciting new
experiment on the world stage? (No, of course I don’t.)
Please don’t hear me announcing that our present society has reached perfection. I am poignantly aware of
the many imperfections, injustices, and imbecilities that haunt our slice of the geopolitical landscape. But let
not the gap between us and the dream diminish our awareness of what has come before-and where we
could still be! Freedom of speech and the right to vote-It’s working! People are speaking freely and being
moved to action based on that speech. It’s working!
But wait-there’s more! Precisely at this nexus of history, where unbridled freedom to speak meets concern
about the future; precisely in this time when fatigue with the free-for-all shouting meets wonder about a
better world; precisely at this point where unmooring politics intersects with a desire for some anchor, some
rock on which to stand; precisely here is the opportunity for our Word of Hope in Jesus Christ.
We are allowed to speak-Hallelujah! People grasp for some firm foundation of life-Hallelujah! People want a
Messiah, a Savior, someone who will chart a path to some sort of security-Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, because into this mosh pit of ideas and desires we have the opportunity to offer what we have experienced
and love so dear:
Life.
Peace.
Abundance.
Jesus Christ.
The moment is here: Speak freely!
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From the Sewing Group

Foodbank/UPC’s Mobile Pantry
Distribution

HELP!!! The Wednesday Sewing Group is looking
for "HAND SEWERS" to hem the quilts that we
Wed, July 27, 9:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Opportunities to Serve - Position Descriptions make for our Mission Giving at Christmas. We
will provide the matching thread that you will
 Welcome Team/Lead Guests: set-up
need. You can sew at your leisure at home or join
coffee, open sanctuary for seating,
us at 10 AM in the Upper Lounge on Wednesday
instruct guests about the process, call
mornings (second week on Thurs.) Bring a sandnumbers and lead guests to distribution wich for lunch at 12.


line.
Distributors: work with Foodbank staff to
set up tables, create portions, and distribute food items. STRENGTH AND STAMINA
NEEDED; DRESS APPROPRIATELY FOR
WEATHER. 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Contact the office if you are interested in
helping. 722-4219, office@upcbgm.org.
or send us a message

If interested, please call Jean Hill @ 648-2128 or
Ann Cobb at 723-1142.

Binghamton Farm Share
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Upcoming Events and Announcements
Garden Day, Sat., June 4, 9 a.m. - Noon
Everyone is invited to help clean-up our church landscape. We need weed pullers,
hedge trimmers, mulchers, and more. Bring tools to share. Rain date: Sat., June 18

Save the Date - Annual Picnic, June 12, 10 a.m.
North Shelter
Join us for worship and the annual picnic on Sunday, June 12 at Otsiningo Park,
North Picnic Shelter. Hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers and beverages will be
provided. Bring a dish to share. Everyone is invited to attend.
We will hold the second part of our annual Congregational Meeting immediately following worship for the purpose of electing Rev. Rebecca Kindig to the position of Associate Pastor, electing
the session class of 2019 and the Nominating Committee for the year 2016-2017, receiving team and committee reports, and other business not related to finance and budgets that are proper to the consideration of
the congregation.
Directions to the Park
FROM THE WEST: Take Rt. 17 East to Exit 72 (Front Street). Turn left at the traffic signal onto Front Street (Rt.
11 North). Turn right at first traffic signal onto Bevier Street. Otsiningo Park entrance is immediately on the
left.
FROM THE EAST: Take Rt. 17 West to I-81 North to Exit 5 (Front Street). Turn left at traffic signal onto Front
Street (Rt. 11South). Turn left at first traffic signal onto Bevier Street. Otsiningo Park entrance is immediately
on the left.

Camperships
The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley is offering camperships again this year to any youth or adults with special needs who are members of a church in our Presbytery. These are not need based, they are to encourage
trying a Christian camping experience. Up to ¾ of the amount of one week of camp up to $400 can be awarded depending on the camp chosen. An online application and more information can be found on the Presbytery website at susvalpresby.org/mission/Christian-nurture or talk with Pastor Becky.

Session Highlights
At their meeting on May 10, 2016, the Session:
 Approved additional funding to separate the heating system so that the second floor will have more
than one thermostat for different zones and to give the nursery wing its own zone;
 Heard that the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery will move at the May 21 Presbytery
Assembly to permit Pastor Becky Kindig to be called as our Associate Pastor and to have the Session
serve as the Pastor Nominating Committee;
 Reviewed the incident that occurred at the April 19 Community Meal and commended Pastor Becky
and Community Meal Coordinator Wayne Wint for handling the incident calmly and
appropriately.
Cynthia Burger, Clerk

Session Members/ministry leaders: Cindy Burger, Andy Chadwick, George Cummings,
William Donohue, Ann Garca, Linda Griffin, Lou McKeage, Suzie Northrop Raboy, and Patty Wilson.
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Grieving
Morgan family
Murray family
Cuddeback family
Betty Auchinachie- death of brother
f/f Zelda Goldsmith - Wayne’s Aunt
Reynolds, Stoeckel and Kress families

Gratitude
Suzie & Nate’s—granddaughter Hanna Sari
Sally Hunt’s grandniece—Cordelia Baker
Community Meal Teams
Care & Share Team

Preparing for Marriage
Living with Cancer
Alice Brooks, Reinhilde R., Joyce LaRose,
Sean Donohue, Jenni, Dave Hickey, Fred
Hickling, Muriel Williams, John-dialysis,
Karen, Barbara Staudt,
Esteny, Mary, Mac McCall, Zoé, Margaret
Johnson, Jessica’s Dad, Patty, George,
Paula, Arthur, Maryse, Eugene’s Mom
Carol, Jen Edwards, John Cairns, Rob,
Willie Wilkerson and Uncle Mike.

Homebound/Managed Care
Jeane Diesenberg, Helen Flack, Susan
Mitchell, Doris Folejewski, Barbara Hutter,
Kristie Palmer, Shirley Roos, Ben Swan,
Richard Ward,
and Jack & Martha Budd.
Hospice: Elizabeth

Ongoing

Megan & Cory; Autumn & Amanda, Juanita & Dwayne,
Harley & Jack, Peter & Jackie

Other Concerns
Martha Budd- going to Johns Hopkins for
consult on surgery
Tiffany- high-risk pregnancy
Chris & Brittney- move to Texas, expecting a highneeds baby
Baby Cora- preemie, doing well in NICU, and her
family adjusting to new life
Ted Donovan- healing, will have
reconstructive surgery
Kim, diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer
glad that Aaron is back- prayers for change in major
Nyamuame family- travel mercies for trip to Ghana
Cindy Burger- for regional COM training
for an end to violence and peace in the world
for the healing of the earth from the ravages of its
people.
for those suffering the effects of fire, flood,
drought, tornado, hurricane.
for Will Roberts as he starts new chapter in his life

Healing

Baby Graham, Penny, Brian, Lorraine
Mehal, Ted Donovan, Duane Swenson,
Dianne Henry, Audrey Micha, Jim Spencer,
Nikolas Arden, Suzie’s Mom
and Jane Williams.

Bobbi Hickling
Patty Wolff
Sonya Stark– hip surgery
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Congratulations
to Our Graduates

Care & Share Project - Help needed
Wed., June 8,- 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Wed., July 13, 9:30-12:30p.m.
Thank you to all those who continue to support
this program. Please help by purchasing products,
or donating funds to support the project.

Maddie Menges, Taylor Chadwick
Cole Tornberg, Morgan Chadwick
Lyron Crawford, Angela Meade

Remember: we want
PICTURES for the next
Newsletter!

We need: bars of soap, shampoo, shaving cream,
razors, laundry detergent, and sanitary napkins/
tampons. These items can be dropped off at the
office.
Arrive at 10 a.m. to help pack bags.

June & July Birthdays
7/22 Mary Lou Faust

6/3

Edward Rog

6/4

Keith Hoover

6/5

Alex Westcott

6/6

Marge Emma

6/28 Tweety Vail

James Stehli

6/30 Ariana Koniuto

Ann Garcia

6/26 Elsie Smith
Bill Donohue

6/12 Sidney Brauer

7/1

Bob Auchinachie

Jean Hill

7/4

Carolyn Cummings

Darlene Ward

7/9

Ramona Auchinachie

6/14 Taylor Chadwick
Jazmine Meade
6/20 Sharon Landon
Lou McKeage
6/21 Rob Walter, Jr.
Marilynn Guinane
6/24 Russell Sprague

Noel Patinka-Ruston
7/12 Chris Potter
Blondyne Mukoko
7/19 Kathryn Boorom
George Cummings
Joyce Donohue
Roger Westgate
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7/27 Muriel Spagnolli
7/28 Barbara Hickling
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Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.

June/July Lectionary Readings, Year C
June 5: 1 Kings 17:8-16, (17-24,) Psalm 146, 1 Kings 17:17-24, Psalm 30, Galatians 1:11-24, Luke 7:11-17
June 12: 1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a, Psalm 5:1-8, 2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15, Psalm 32, Galatians 2:15
-21, Luke 7:36-8:3
June 19: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a, Psalm 42 and 43, Isaiah 65:1-9, Psalm 22:19-28, Galatians 3:23-29,
Galatians 3:23-29
June 29: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14, Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20, 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21, Psalm 16, Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
July 3: 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, Isaiah 66:10-14, Psalm 66:1-9, Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16, , Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10: Amos 7:7-17, Psalm 82, Deuteronomy 30:9-14, Psalm 25:1-10, Colossians 1:1-14, Luke 10:25-37
July 17: Amos 8:1-12, Psalm 52, Genesis 18:1-10a, Psalm 15, Colossians 1:15-28, Luke 10:38-42
July 24: Hosea 1:2-10, Psalm 85, Genesis 18:20-32, Psalm 138, Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19), Luke 11:1-13
July 31: Hosea 11:1-11, Psalm 107:1-9, 43, Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23, Psalm 49:1-12, Colossians 3:1-11,
Luke 12:13-21
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