
Everyone is welcome here 

      Our worship service is livestreaming on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join on Zoom: upcbgm.org/zoom or call +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433 

Sunday, March 19, 2023  •  10:00am 

https://upcbgm.org/
mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://upcbgm.org/zoom
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Welcome to the Celebration! 

March 19, 2023  •  10:00am 

 

In this part of his letter, Paul is grappling with the very human problem that we all deal with: 

We cannot, by our own efforts, ever be enough or do enough to satisfy ourselves that we are 

good enough. His response to the problem is that God’s grace is sufficient to cover our limits. 

But to explain it, he uses a metaphor that has plagued Christianity for two thousand years:  

he writes about humanity apart from grace as “the old Adam” and the grace poured out by 

God in Christ as “the new Adam”. And somehow that has gotten tangled up into the doctrine  

of original sin, creating centuries of anxiety instead of providing reassurance for believers.  

But the good news as Paul understands it is this: we don’t HAVE to be good enough. God is 

good enough for all of us, and we can see and understand that through the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 OPENING BELL   The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Providence Reel” and “Saint Patrick’s Day” 

Aimée Backus, flute; Ernest Backus, guitar 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: Lead a life worthy of the calling 

to which you are called: 

 All: We cannot do this alone, 

we dare not try this alone, 

so we gather as God's people. 

 One: Lead a life worthy of your calling, 

a life filled with service and meekness. 

 All: We come to build up Christ’s Body, 

in humility and gentleness, 

with patience and love. 

 One: Lead a life which reflects your calling, 

that life of peace grounded in the Spirit. 

 All: We rejoice in our oneness in Christ; 

we would share the grace offered to us.  

 

*SONG OF GATHERING   “God! When Human Bonds Are Broken” (see page 3) 

 

 * = Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; please inquire with one of our 

technicians at the back of the sanctuary. 



Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know  

that they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly 

believe that a community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. 

There is a Pray-Ground space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in 

the front of the sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another 

pew, if that suits your family’s needs. Sunday school materials are 

mailed to our families each week to do together at home.  

- 3 - 

Words: Fred Kaan, © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Music: William H. Monk (MERTON). Used by Permission. CCLI 

License #11598067 
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 PRAYER OF APPROACH (together) by Shannon Vance-Ocampo 

Great and Holy God, 

we confess that oftentimes we miss the mark. 

We mess up. We fall short. 

We disappoint ourselves or others around us. 

Most of all, we have not done all that you would have us do. 
 

This is why we are here today: 

for community that corrects and inspires us, 

for worship that lifts our spirits, 

for the urgent reminder of your Grace that abounds in our lives, 

for the peace that enables us to embody your Spirit of peace. 
 

In this time of worship, O Living Lord, remake us. 

In this time of worship, O Holy Spirit, fill us up. 

Remind us of our calling. 

Grant us the courage to be your people 

through the power of your holy Spirit. 

Amen! 

 

We Tell and Hear the Word 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 FOCUS LESSON   Romans 5:12–21, NRSVUE 

12 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came 

through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned — 
13 

for sin was 

indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 

14 

Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the 

likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 

     
15 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 

man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace  

of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 
16 

And the gift is not like  

the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 

condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 
17 

If, 

because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more 

surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness 

reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

     
18 

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s 

act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 
19 

For just as through the 

one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s 

obedience the many will be made righteous. 
20 

But law came in, so that the trespass 

might increase, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 
21 

so that, 

just as sin reigned in death, so grace might also reign through justification leading 

to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 REFLECTIONS “The Problem with Metaphors” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 
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We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   “I Then Shall Live”  

 

Words: Gloria Gaither, © 1981 Gaither Music Company (admin. Gaither Copyright Mgmt.). Music: Jean 

Sibelius (FINLANDIA); arr. Hymnal 1933, © 1933, ren. 1961 Presbyterian Board of Education (admin. 

Westminster John Knox Press). Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from the Iona Community 

We believe that God is present 

in the darkness before dawn; 

in the waiting and uncertainty 

where fear and courage join hands, 

conflict and caring link arms, 

and the sun rises over barbed wire. 

We believe in a with-us God 

who sits down in our midst 

to share our humanity. 
 

We affirm a faith 

that takes us beyond a safe place: 

into action, into vulnerability 

and onto the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change 

and put ourselves on the line; 

to bear responsibility, take risks, 

live powerfully 

and face humiliation; 

to stand with those on the edge; 

to choose life and be used by the Spirit 

for God’s new community of hope. 

 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION   One Great Hour of Sharing Marilynn Guinane 

 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD WITH OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate, or by sending a check to the church office  

or putting an offering in the plates by the door. 
 

You can contribute to the PC(USA)’s One Great Hour of Sharing special offering 

online at pcusa.org/oghs or text OGHS to 91999, or use the Special Offering 

envelope from your worship guide in one of the plates by the doors, or send a check 

to the church office marked with “special offering” in the memo line. 

 

 OFFERTORY   “Old Irish Blessing”  UPC Choir 
 

 May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be always at your back, 

the sun shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft upon your fields,  

and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

 May the Lord bless you and keep you,  

may the Lord cause his face to shine upon you, and give you peace. 
 

  Words: Traditional Irish, and para. Numbers 6:22–26. Music: Denes Agay. © 1970 WB Music Corp. 
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https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://pcusa.org/oghs/
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 PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

Holy God, you call us to make a world that has a place for everyone. Today as 

we offer you our gifts, we pray that you would take our offering and turn it 

into ministry. Use our hands, our hearts, and our gifts to transform the world 

we live in, where everyone can live in hope, free from fear. Gratefully we pray, 

amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

  SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS (responsive) 

 As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER  

We thank you, O God, that you have given us an enduring hope — one which 

cannot disappoint us or mislead us. We thank you, that through your 

faithfulness, shown to us in your Son Jesus Christ, you bring about new life  

for those that have been torn asunder by the darkness of this world... 
 

We pray today, O God, for those who have lost hope and for those who have 

never had it. Grant to us and to those we lift before you in our hearts a new and 

abiding vision of what you have done, and what you are doing, and what you will 

do, to save and redeem your people and indeed the creation itself. Grant, O God, 

that all might see and believe and discover their purpose and the purpose of all 

that is and all that is yet to be.... 
 

We lift before you, O God, those persons and those places named in our sharing 

time. Be with them and grant them the sure and certain knowledge of your grace. 
 

We ask all this of you, O God, knowing that you are our hope and our salvation, a 

very present help in times of trouble, and the One whose purpose is to grant and 

new and abundant life to us and our world. 
 

And now with the confidence of the children of God, we pray as Jesus taught us 

to pray, saying…  
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

*SONG OF SENDING   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (see page 8) 

 



Words: Thomas O. Chisholm. Music: William M. Runyan (FAITHFULNESS) © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company. Used by 

Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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 BLESSING 

The world is now too dangerous 

and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed that you see God in everyone. 

Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 

May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 

Your lips, so that you speak nothing but the truth in love.  

May your feet be so blessed that you run 

to those who need you. 

And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 

your love, changes everything. 

 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

And may the peace that passes all understanding 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God 

and of God’s son, Jesus Christ, 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be with you and abide with you today and always. 
 

 One: Peace be with you 

 All: And also with you. 
 

 (Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.) 

 

 SENDING MUSIC 
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After the service, those who are worshipping with us in person are invited to our social 

hour at the front of the sanctuary, where we will open up the Zoom room on our  

large-screen TV for a time of fellowship with those who are joining us from home. 

 

If you are worshiping with us via our livestream, we invite you to join us on Zoom 

upcbgm.org/zoom for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Palm Sunday is April 2nd! 

Coat and Linen Drive — We will have palms available this year, but our coat and linen drive was so 
successful last year that we are doing it again! We invite you to bring coats and household linens to 
prepare the way. We will be giving them to those in need after our worship, so they may be gently 
used, but please make sure that they are clean and ready to share with others. You may put them on 
the steps at the front of the sanctuary when you arrive, and they will be arranged during the service as 
part of our preparation.  

Easter Egg Decorating — After worship, everyone is invited to help decorate Easter Eggs downstairs 
in Fellowship Hall, starting around 11:15. Approximately 300 decorated eggs will be given to our 
pantry clients and our guests at the community meal during the week, as a special reminder that 
resurrection is a promise for all people. Eggs and decorating supplies will be provided. We just need 

your creativity! Make sure to wear (or bring) something that can get a little messy. 

Announcements 

Sewing Group: Wednesdays, 10am–1pm.  
The Sewing Group meets at the church on 
Wednesdays starting at 10am. At noon, those 
who can’t join them in person are welcome to 
“Zoom in” for their lunchtime social hour. 
Everyone is welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy 
the company.  

Zoom Happy hour: Fridays, 5–6pm. All are 
invited to bring your own beverage and join the 
conversation on Friday evenings for this social 
hour in the Zoom room. It’s a great way to keep 
in touch while it remains complicated to be 
together in person.  

Easter Egg Hunt! Easter Sunday, April 9, after 
worship. After worship, children and youth are 
invited to participate in the Easter Egg Hunt on 
the front lawn. Young children are asked to please 
bring a parent or guardian to help supervise.  

Morning Prayer: Sundays, 9:30–9:55am. Join us 
before worship at 9:30 for a time of sharing and 
praying for the needs of our community — either 
on Zoom, or in person at the church in our new 
“Study” (Room 102, next door to the Nursery). 
After the prayer time, you can stay on Zoom for 
worship or switch over to the YouTube channel.  

Bible Study: Mondays, 12:30pm, in the Study or the 
Zoom Room. We’re reading from Marcus Borg’s 
Evolution of the Word: The New Testament in the 
Order the Books Were Written, and everyone is 
welcome to join us in person or on Zoom. Our 
general format is to read the introductory 
material for each section, then read through the 
Biblical texts and talk about what it meant for 
early Christians and what it might mean for us 
today. 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the 
same “Meeting ID” for all of our programs and 
worship services. You can join online or call in on 
your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 
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https://zoom.us/j/8652748433


afternoon, or the whole workshop. If you have 
questions or are interested in attending, please 
contact Scott Kindig at 607-745-8957 or 
cclefchair@susvalpresby.org. RSVP requested  
by Wednesday, April 26. 
     This workshop is being provided by the 
Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley’s Commission 
on Christian Leadership Formation. 

Resurrection Hope: A Future Where Black Lives 
Matter — Thursday, March 30, 7pm, Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s 2023 
Grawemeyer Lecture, on YouTube. Kelly Brown 
Douglas, dean of Union Theological Seminary’s 
Episcopal Divinity School in New York City and a 
canon theologian at Washington Cathedral, is one 
of the first Black female Episcopal priests in the 
United States and the first Black person to head 
an Episcopal Church-affiliated educational 
institution. Douglas will speak on her award-
winning book, Resurrection Hope: A Future Where 
Black Lives Matter. She wrote the book in 
response to her son asking, “How do we really 
know God cares when Black people are still 
getting killed?” and seeing Black Lives Matter 
protests erupt nationwide after George Floyd’s 
death. Watch live at lpts.edu/watchlive or pre-
register at lpts.wufoo.com/forms/
s8z67yq0sv935q 

Workshop on Worship service design and  
PC(USA) Polity — Saturday, April 29, 9am–3pm 
at Bainbridge First Presbyterian Church. Save the 
date for this two-part workshop, geared for 
ruling elders but open to anybody. 
     The morning session starts at 9:00. We’ll 
cover some of the basics of our governance, with 
a look at the Book of Order and how it shapes our 
lives as Presbyterians together. This training will 
be helpful for anybody who wants to know more 
about the role and responsibilities of the Session 
— especially newly elected ruling elders, new 
Clerks of Session, or those who are considering 
serving on Session — but will also be a great 
refresher for anyone involved in guiding the 
ministry of their congregation. 
     We’ll break for lunch at 11:30. Beverages will 
be provided, and sandwiches will be ordered 
from Pine Ridge Grocery store, with a free-will 
offering to cover the cost. 
     The afternoon session starts at 12:30, focusing 
on how to design a worship service. It’s being 
offered as part of the training for people who are 
considering becoming a Certified Preacher to 
provide pulpit supply in the presbytery, but it  
will also be useful for anybody who is involved or 
interested in planning worship, such as members 
of a Worship Committee/Team. 
     You can come for just the morning, just the 

Read more news from around the presbytery at susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts  
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WINTER OUTREACH SUPPLY NEEDS 

from the Stakeholders of Broome County 

• drawstring bags 

• backpacks 

• insulated socks 

• underwear 

• snow boots 

• thermal underwear 

• hooded sweatshirts 

• sleeping bags 

• blankets 

• gloves & hats 

• bus passes 

• gift cards 

• hand/feet warmers 

• ponchos 

• menstrual products 

• tarps/umbrellas 

• canned food w/ pop tops 

• snacks & bottled water 

Bring donations to UPC, we will hold them for Stakeholders until needed. 

Thank you for your assistance in supporting those in need this winter. 

mailto:cclefchair@susvalpresby.org
http://lpts.edu/watchlive
https://lpts.wufoo.com/forms/s8z67yq0sv935q/
https://lpts.wufoo.com/forms/s8z67yq0sv935q/
https://susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts


Hymns are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Lana Ogden 

Musicians  Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator; Aimée Backus, UPC vocal choir director;  

Austin Shadduck, United Ringers director; Ernest Backus, Victoria Barics,  

Starletta Noll-Long, and the UPC choir  ~  Technicians  Emily Hugenbruch,  

Matt Johnson, Scott Kindig, Shawn Landon, Sara Lieberman, Ken Mebert 

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together 

at United Presbyterian Church. We are excited to make music with 

every resource that we have, and to use a variety of styles, not all at 

once but intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant worship service 

with music that includes everyone who wishes to participate. 

UPC Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30–7:30pm in the Music Room (next to 

the Chapel). The vocal choir provides music for worship most every 

Sunday. We welcome new members at any time, and we would love 

to have your participation. It would be good to have you with us!  

United Ringers handbell choir: Sundays, 11:30am–12:30pm in the Sanctuary. Our 

handbell choir plays 2–4 octaves of Malmark handbells and handchimes, providing 

music for worship about once a month. If you’re interested in learning how to play 

handbells, please inquire. New members are always welcome! No previous experience 

needed. No auditions to start. If you can count to 4, you can learn to play! 

We also invite instrumentalists and vocalists who’d like to share their gifts to talk 

with any of our music leaders about providing special music for worship — you can 

call the church office, email music@upcbgm.org, or speak with them in person after 

worship. All musicians must be fully vaccinated and boosted.  

To help keep UPC a welcoming place for as many as possible, we are asking everyone 
to keep your masks on while in the sanctuary. We have families with young children 
and people who are immune-compromised who are still at risk from COVID-19. We 
know that even if we are immunized, we may still spread the virus to vulnerable people. 
We will continue to monitor the science and use best practices as we learn more. Thank 
you for your cooperation, understanding, and support. 

However, in order to accommodate and be welcoming to those in our community with a 
hearing impairment, Pastor Kimberly removes her mask while preaching and 
leading prayers so people can see her lips. Please choose your seat according to your 
comfort level with this practice. 


