
To help keep UPC a welcoming place for as many as possible, we are asking everyone to 

keep your masks on while in the sanctuary. We have families with young children and 

people who are immune compromised who are still at risk from COVID-19. We know that 

even if we are immunized, we may still spread the virus to vulnerable people. We will 

continue to monitor the science and use best practices as we learn more. Thank you for 

your cooperation, understanding, and support. 

However, in order to accommodate and be welcoming to those in our community with a 

hearing impairment, Pastor Kimberly removes her mask while preaching and leading 

prayers so people can see her lips. Please choose your seat according to your comfort level 

with this practice. 

Everyone is welcome here 

      Our worship service is livestreaming on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Sunday, September 25, 2022  •  10:00am 

https://upcbgm.org/
mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
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Welcome to the Celebration! 

September 25, 2022  •  10:00am 

 

We worship this Sunday with the entire living family on Earth. We celebrate with birds, 

animals, reptiles, and all our living relatives. We listen to their sounds, watch their 

movements, and wonder with them as they praise their Creator. We give thanks for and 

with all our kin in creation. 

 

Listen to the Voice of the Animals 

 OPENING BELL   The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “All Things Bright and Beautiful” UPC vocal choir 
 

 Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

   all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 
 

 Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings: 

he made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings. [Refrain] 
 

 The purple headed mountain, the river running by, the sunset, and the morning that  

brightens up the sky, the cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 

the ripe fruits in the garden: he made them every one. [Refrain] 
 

 He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 

how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. [Refrain] 
 

  Words: Cecil Frances Alexander. Music: John Rutter, © 1983 Oxford University Press.  

  Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: In the name of the Creator of all animal life, 

  the name of Christ, the lamb of God, 

  and the name of the Spirit, the breath in all life. Amen. 

 All: Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

 One: Christ, we come into your presence today, 

  to worship in this sanctuary called Earth, 

 All: Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Earth is filled with your presence. 

 One: Come, people of God, open your lives to receive God’s new life. Open your 

hearts to sing God’s praise. 

 

*SONG OF GATHERING   “Let All Creation Bless the Lord” (see page 3) 

 

 * = Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; please inquire with one of our 

technicians at the back of the sanctuary. 



- 3 - 

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr., © 1989 Hope Publishing Company; para. the Benedicite. Music: MIT FREUDEN 

ZART, Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesänge, Berlin, 1566; harm. Heinrich Reimann. Used by 

Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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 REMEMBERING (responsive) 

There is an “adoption card” in your worship guide bearing an image of and a few 

details about a critically endangered species. You may wish to take the card home 

with you to continue to pray for that species. Hold the card in your hand as we 

remember the animals. 
 

Hold your animal adoption card quietly in front of you. Remember birds and 

animals you have loved or with whom you felt a spiritual kinship. If you are sitting 

with someone, share a memory of a special animal or bird with them. 
 

(Pause for a time of remembering) 
 

 One: We remember and give thanks for the amazing diversity of life on our planet. 

 All: We remember the stray cat and the backyard dog, 

the goat, the pony, and the little lamb. 

We remember the astonishment of a giraffe, the flexible snake, 

the cry of the peregrines on the hunt. 

 One: We remember and rejoice. 

 All: Make us mindful of the beauty and diversity we do not always see. 

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (responsive) 

 One: We remember too that because of human greed and exploitation, 

  too many of our kin have become endangered, 

  too many have had their homes destroyed, 

  far, far too many have become extinct. 

 All: We hear creation groaning. 

  We hear fellow creatures crying out in pain. 

  And we hear members of our animal family weeping. 

  We are sorry. We are sorry. 
 

  WE SING   “Senzeni Na?” [What have we done?]  South African folk song 
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 All: God, our Creator, teach us to see and to sense your presence 

  in the stories of our kin in creation, the great animal family. 

  Teach us to care for the animal world, in all its wonder and wildness. 

  In the name of the Wisdom of God, the creative force that designs and 

governs all creation. 

  Amen!  

 

We Hear and Tell the Word 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 FOCUS LESSON   Numbers 22:21–39, NRSVUE 

21 

So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the officials 

of Moab. 

     
22 

God’s anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of the LORD took 

his stand in the road as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his 

two servants were with him. 
23 

The donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the 

road, with a drawn sword in his hand, so the donkey turned off the road and went 

into the field, and Balaam struck the donkey, to turn it back onto the road. 
24 

Then 

the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on 

either side. 
25 

When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it scraped against the wall 

and scraped Balaam’s foot against the wall, so he struck it again. 
26 

Then the angel 

of the LORD went ahead and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn 

either to the right or to the left. 
27 

When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it lay 

down under Balaam, and Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey 

with his staff. 
28 

Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to 

Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 

29 

Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me! I wish I had a 

sword in my hand! I would kill you right now!” 
30 

But the donkey said to Balaam, “Am 

I not your donkey, which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I been in the 

habit of treating you this way?” And he said, “No.” 

     
31 

Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD 

standing in the road, with his drawn sword in his hand, and he bowed down, falling 

on his face. 
32 

The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey 

these three times? I have come out as an adversary because your way is perverse 

before me. 
33 

The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If it 

had not turned away from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let it 

live.” 
34 

Then Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I did not know 

that you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now therefore, if it is displeasing 

to you, I will return home.” 
35 

The angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the 

men, but speak only what I tell you to speak.” So Balaam went on with the officials 

of Balak. 

     
36 

When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet him at Ir-moab, 

on the boundary formed by the Arnon, at the farthest point of the boundary. 
37 

Balak 

said to Balaam, “Did I not send to summon you? Why did you not come to me? Am I 

not able to honor you?” 
38 

Balaam said to Balak, “I have come to you now, but do I 

have power to say just anything? The word God puts in my mouth, that is what I 

must say.” 
39 

Then Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 

 



 REFLECTIONS “Listen to the Voice of the Animals” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   “God in His Love for Us” (see page 7) 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) Gurukul Theological college, India 

adapted by Keld B. Hansen, 2009  

We believe in God, who creates all things, 

who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,  

who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.  

We believe in God as the source of all life, 

who baptizes this planet with living water. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one,  

the poor one, the malnourished one, the climate refugee, 

who loves and cares for this world and who suffers with it.  

And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life, 

who came to reconcile and renew this world and everything in it.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God, 

who moves with God and who moves among and with us today.  

We believe in everlasting life in God. 

And we believe in the hope that one day 

God will put an end to death and all destructive forces. 

 

 CALL TO OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving at 

upcbgm.org/giving/donate, or by sending a check to the church office or putting 

an offering in the plates by the door. 

 

 OFFERTORY   “Bless the Beasts and the Children” 

    Ernest Backus, vocals; Andy Chadwick, piano 
 

 Bless the beasts and the children, for in this world they have no voice, they have no choice. 

Bless the beasts and the children, for the world can never be the world they see. 
 

 Light their way when the darkness surrounds them. Give them love; let it shine all around them. 

 Bless the beasts and the children; give them shelter from a storm.  

Keep them safe, keep them warm. 
 

  Words and Music: Barry DeVorzon and Perry Botkin, Jr. © 1971 Screen Gems–EMI Music Inc. (admin. Sony/ATV Music  

  Publishing LLC). 

 

 PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR THE ANIMALS (together) Humane Society Prayer 

God, our Creator, we ask you to bless our pets with Your light and love. May 

our animal friends have good health, happy lives and always be protected and 

safe. We ask for better understanding as we learn from our animal friends’ 

wisdom, their innocence, their loyalty and particularly their seeming ability to 

not judge human beings unkindly. Thank you for the pleasures, playfulness 

and sometimes the surprising humor our pets display. Thank you for their 

companionship and friendship especially for those lonely hours we may have 

experienced. Thank you for our companions’ natural ability to teach us to be 

aware of the present moment.  (continued ) 
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Words: Fred Pratt Green, © 1973 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company). Music: James P. 

Harding (MORNING STAR). Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



Thank you for the pure beauty of every animal — their form, color, texture, 

motion is all a work of art, and may we appreciate Your creation of this 

masterpiece. Bless all animals in harm’s way, heal the sick, protect those who 

are lost, and guide them to safety. Thank you for the gift of love. Amen!  

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

  SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS (responsive) 

 As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 

Source and sustainer of life, 

we cherish all of the works of your hands. 

Water, earth, and sky are yours, 

as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame. 

We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us, 

befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. 

May we, who are made in your image, care for them well. 

Empower us to seek their welfare, 

intervening where needed, 

defending and tending your world 

with grace, compassion, and dignity. 

Patient Lord of life, 

guide our choices so that we might safeguard habitats, 

ensuring, by your grace, that the mysteries and beauties of nature 

may unfold for future generations. 

Your word foretells a day when the wolf will lie down with the lamb. 

Renew our vision for the peaceable kingdom. 

And may your groaning yet wondrous creation rally and thrive,  

revealing to all who come after us 

your wise, redemptive, transforming love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who taught us to pray together, saying: 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION  David Ruston 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 
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*SONG OF SENDING   “The Trees of the Field” 

All are invited to take an instrument from the box that will be passed around  

and join in making a joyful noise during this song. 
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Words: Steffi Geiser Rubin, © 1975 Lillenas Publishing Company (admin. The Copyright Company); para. Isaiah 55:12.  

Music: Edward J. Hopkins (ELLERS). Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



 BENEDICTION  adapted from the CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme 

May God who establishes the dance of creation,  

who marvels at the lilies of the field, 

who transforms chaos to order, 

lead us to transform our lives and the Church 

to listen to the voice of every thing 

that reflects God’s glory in creation. 

 

 SHARING OF THE PEACE (responsive) adapted from “Celebrating Creation: Honoring  

    Indigenous People”, Kelly Sherman-Conroy, ELCA  

 One: If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation. 

 All: We see God around us. We see God within us. We give thanks to our Creator. 

 One: Let us show the caring nature you have instilled within us by greeting each 

other as a sign of God’s justice of peace, love, forgiveness and grace.  

The peace of our Creator be with you in all things. 

 All: And also with you. 
 

You are invited to care and share peace with your neighbor and speak a word of peace 

to the land in which you gather, and the creatures who share this common home. 

 

 SENDING MUSIC   “Dawn Reverie” Andy Chadwick, organ 
 

  Music: David Paxton. © 1974 Lorenz Publishing Co. 

- 10 - 

After the service, those who are worshipping with us in person are invited to our social 

hour at the front of the sanctuary, where we will open up the Zoom room on our  

large-screen TV for a time of fellowship with those who are joining us from home. 

 

If you are worshipping with us via our livestream, we invite you to join us on Zoom 

upcbgm.org/zoom for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Announcements 

stay on Zoom for worship or switch 

over to the YouTube channel.  

Bible Study: Mondays, 12:30pm, in 

the Chapel or the Zoom Room. We’re 

reading from Marcus Borg’s Evolution 

of the Word: The New Testament in the 

Order the Books Were Written, and 

everyone is welcome to join us in 

person or on Zoom. Copies of the 

book are available in the office. 

     The general format is to read the 

introductory material for each 

section, then to read through the 

Biblical texts and talk about what it 

meant for early Christians and what it 

might mean for us today. We try to 

discipline ourselves to keeping the 

conversation to an hour every week. 

Sewing Group: Wednesdays, 10am–

1pm. The Sewing Group meets at the 

church on Wednesdays starting at 

10am. At noon, those who can’t join 

them in person are welcome to “Zoom 

in” for their lunchtime social hour. 

Everyone is welcome; bring your 

lunch and enjoy the company.  

Zoom Happy hour: Fridays, 5–6pm. 

All are invited to bring your own 

beverage and join the conversation on 

Friday evenings for this social hour in 

the Zoom room. It’s a great way to 

keep in touch while it remains 

complicated to be together in person.  

Help Wanted: Each week after our worship service, we 

mail the worship guide and a transcript of the sermon 

to a few members of our congregation that are unable 

to attend in person and cannot access our online 

worship services either. Sara Lieberman has been 

transcribing all of the sermons since May 2020, and 

we’re very thankful that she has volunteered so many 

hours over the last 2½ years! 

     Now that the fall semester at Binghamton University 

has started up, she’s begun her PhD program and finds 

that she can no longer spend the time transcribing each 

week. So we’re looking for someone to take over that 

job for us. 

     We are able to generate a rough transcript using 

Microsoft Word, but the software has difficulty 

identifying the beginnings and ends of sentences and 

occasionally drops or misinterprets words. We need 

somebody who can listen to the sermon recording and 

edit the Word file so it matches what was said. 

     If you’d like to volunteer or learn more about this 

task, please contact Scott (media@upcbgm.org or  

607-722-4219). Thanks! 

Morning Prayer: Sundays, 9:30–9:55am. If you have 

been missing the time of shared prayer, join us before 

worship at 9:30 for a time of sharing and praying for 

the needs of our community — either on Zoom, or in 

person at the church. After the prayer time, you can 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the same 

“Meeting ID” for all of our programs and worship 

services. You can join online or call in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 865 274 8433     passcode: 42456 

Workshop on International Migrants 
Saturday, Oct. 1, 1–4pm at the Ruston-Patinkas’ cabin (425½ Hurd Rd, Harpursville) 

Rain date: Saturday, October 8 

Currently, international migrants comprise 3.5% of the global population, compared to 2.8% 
in the year 2000. In 2019, regionally, Europe hosted the largest number of international 
migrants (82 million), followed by Northern America (59 million) and Northern Africa and 
Western Asia (49 million). You are all invited to join us for a discussion about migration 
patterns around the world, how UPC is currently providing assistance to migrants, and what 
more we might do in the future.  

We hope you’ll join us for an afternoon of relaxation and contemplation at the Harpursville 
mountain cabin of Dave Ruston and Greg Patinka. (Dave tells us, “Look for balloons as there 
is not a house visible at 425½.”) Please RSVP at 607-727-6451 so we can plan accordingly.  

https://zoom.us/j/8652748433


Hymns are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Cindy Chadwick 

Musicians  Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator; Aimée Backus, Ernest Backus, Andy Chadwick, 

Starletta Noll-Long, Austin Shadduck, and the UPC choir  ~  Technicians  Emily Hugenbruch, 

Emma Kindig, Scott Kindig, Sara Lieberman, Starletta Noll-Long 

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together at United 

Presbyterian Church. We are excited to make music with every resource that we 

have, and to use a variety of styles, not all at once but intermingled. What 

emerges is a vibrant worship service with music that includes everyone who 

wishes to participate. 

UPC Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30–7:30pm in the Music Room (next to the Chapel). 

New choir members are always welcome! No previous experience needed. 

United Ringers handbell choir: Sundays, 11:30am–12:30pm in the Sanctuary. If you’re interested 

in learning how to play handbells, please inquire. If you can count to 4, you can learn to play! 

We also invite instrumentalists and vocalists who’d like to share their gifts to talk with any of our 

music leaders about providing special music for worship — you can call the church office, email 

music@upcbgm.org, or speak with them in person after worship. All musicians must be fully 

vaccinated and boosted.  

Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they 

are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe that a 

community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a PrayGround 

space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary to use 

there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your family’s needs. Sunday 

school materials are mailed to our families each week to do together at home.  

     There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that is open for 

use with a parent or guardian. It has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys appropriate 

for age two and under. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the service. There is 

also a child-size restroom across from the nursery. Please let us know if you have questions. 

TODAY after Worship: Potluck Picnic 

After worship today, all are invited to join us for a church family potluck picnic. Session is 
providing the grilled chicken and drinks, so even if you didn’t bring anything to share, we 
hope you’ll join us for this time of fellowship in the front yard (if the weather allows, or in 
the Library Lounge if it is pouring). 

 A message that came through loud and clear in the Quick Questionnaires this summer 
was how much we have all missed being together. We hope that this will be the first of 
many more opportunities to gather, as the weather and the world allow! 


