
Everyone is welcome here 

      Our worship service is livestreaming on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Sunday 

May 22 

2022 

10:00am 

https://upcbgm.org/
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https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
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Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they 

are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a PrayGround space 

with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary to use there or can  

be taken to another pew, if that suits your family’s needs. The toys are washed each 

week. 

     There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the 

sanctuary that has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys 

appropriate for age two and under that is open for use with a parent 

or guardian. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the 

service. There is also a child-size restroom across from the nursery. 

Please let us know if you have questions. 

(And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil ) 

Don't let surface things delude us, 

But free us from what holds us back 

(from our true purpose). 

Don't let us enter forgetfulness, 

the temptation of false 

appearances. 

(To the fraud of inner vacillation — 

like a flag tossed in the wind — 

alert us.) 

But break the hold of unripeness, 

the inner stagnation that 

prevents good fruit. 

(From the evil of injustice — 

the green fruit and the rotten — 

grant us liberty.) 

Deceived neither by the outer 

nor the inner — free us to 

walk your path with joy. 

Keep us from hoarding false wealth, 

and from the inner shame of 

help not given in time. 

Don't let surface things delude us, 

But free us from what holds us back.  

— Neil Douglas Klotz, from “Prayers of the Cosmos:  

Meditations on the Aramaic Words of Jesus”, © 1990  



Welcome to the Celebration 

May 22, 2022  •  10:00am 

The prayer that Jesus taught the disciples appears in only two of the gospels, yet it is 

one of the most widely used and influential parts of the Western Christian tradition.  

In most of our worship services, we still pray the prayer the way that our ancestors 

learned it in the 17th century, finding comfort in the beauty and poetry of Stuart 

England and Scotland. Because the King James translation used language and cultural 

concepts that are not part of everyday life and culture in the 21st century, it is useful 

to pause every now and then and think about its meaning, both when Jesus taught it 

and in our lives today. 

Today’s petition is “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil”… the 

strangest of the petitions, and the most confusing in King James English. What do we 

mean by temptation? What is evil, and how do we know it? We humans find ourselves 

tempted by our strengths and our desire for perfection, but we imagine that we only do 

harm when we are weak. Asking God to save us from being tested is another way to 

pray that we will trust enough to follow where God leads, and not try to improve on 

“doing justly, loving kindness, and walking humbly.”  

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 OPENING BELL   The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Psalm 86:11; I Will Walk in Thy Truth” 
 

  Music: From “Four Psalm Preludes” by Judy Hunnicut. © 1986 Agape (a div. of Hope Publishing Company). 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

To help keep UPC a welcoming place for as many as possible, we are asking everyone to 

keep your masks on while in the sanctuary. We have families with young children and 
people who are immune compromised who are still at risk from COVID-19. We know that 

even if we are immunized, we may still spread the virus to vulnerable people. We will 
continue to monitor the science and use best practices as we learn more. Thank you for your 
cooperation, understanding, and support. 

However, in order to accommodate and be welcoming to those in our community with a 

hearing impairment, Pastor Kimberly removes her mask while preaching and leading 

prayers so people can see her lips. Please choose your seat according to your comfort level 

with this practice. 

 * = Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; please inquire with one of our 

technicians at the back of the sanctuary. 
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 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  

We live sustained by God’s presence and love. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 One: As we mourn the wounds of God’s children, 

 All: God weeps with us. 

 One: As we give thanks for brothers and sisters who have lived in faith, 

 All: God celebrates with us. 

 One: As we struggle for justice, 

 All: God struggles with us. 

 One: As we strive for peace, 

 All: God strives with us. 

 One: As we work to build the beloved community, 

 All: God works with us. 

 One: As we offer our gifts to all, 

 All: God blesses us. 

 One: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. 

 All: Sustained by God’s presence and love,  

we worship God. 

 

*SONG OF GATHERING   “God! When Human Bonds Are Broken” (see page 5) 

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) 

Holy One, We thank you for that seed of uneasiness which you have placed 

within us, which causes us to hunger and thirst for an inner peace which 

endures. May our search for peace never blind us to our common humanity, 

and the things we share with the world beyond our doors. 

Help us always to remember that it is you who lend us life and that life is a gift. 

Help us to remember that the purpose of life is greater than personal comfort. 

Help us to remember that all that you have given comes with responsibility to 

care for others. 

Help us to remember that true riches do not lie in what we accumulate, but in 

what brings us closer to you.  

Grant that our hearts and our hands may be open so that we can be more truly 

your people, for Jesus’s sake.  Amen! 

 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: The psalmist says, 

  “I am sure I shall see the goodness of our God 

in the land of the living. 

 All: Wait for the Lord; 

be strong, 

and let your heart take courage; 

wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:13–14)          (continued ) 
 



Words: Fred Kaan, © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Music: William H. Monk. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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 One: Know that you do not wait alone. 

 All: God has given us one another for this journey of faith, 

to help one another. 

 One: Know that you do not wait alone; 

 All: Christ is with us. 

 One: Be encouraged, and encourage one another. 

 All: Go and share the Good News. Amen! 
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We Hear the Word 

 FIRST LESSON   Proverbs 30:7–9, NRSVUE 

7 

Two things I ask of you; 

  do not deny them to me before I die: 

8

 Remove far from me falsehood and lying; 

  give me neither poverty nor riches; 

  feed me with the food that I need, 

9

 lest I be full and deny you 

  and say, “Who is our God?” 

 or I be poor and steal 

  and profane the name of my God.  

 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 SECOND LESSON   Luke 12:13–31, NRSVUE 

13 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” 
14 

But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 

arbitrator over you?” 
15 

And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 

16 

Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 
17 

And 

he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 

18 

Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
20 

But God 

said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the 

things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 
21 

So it is with those who store up 

treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

     
22 

He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 
23 

For life is more than food and 

the body more than clothing. 
24 

Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 

have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more 

value are you than the birds! 
25 

And which of you by worrying can add a single hour 

to your span of life? 
26 

If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do 

you worry about the rest? 
27 

Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 

28 

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith! 
29 

And 

do not keep seeking what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep 

worrying. 
30 

For it is the nations of the world that seek all these things, and your 

Father knows that you need them. 
31 

Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things 

will be given to you as well. 

 

 REFLECTIONS “Testing Times and Outright Evil” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   “God of Our Life” (see page 7) 
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Words: Hugh Thomson Kerr, alt., © 1928 F.M. Braselman, ren. 1956 Presbyterian Board of Christian 

Education (admin. Westminster John Knox Press). Music: Charles Henry Purday; harm. John Weaver,  

© 1990 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “Held: Blessings for the Depths” 

As a gathered community of disciples, 

created by the hands of the Holy, 

born with Divine purpose, 

and bound together by the Spirit 

that breathes life into all things, 

we affirm our commitment to the way of Jesus Christ, 

who is The Liberator of the Oppressed, 

The Bread of Heaven, 

God enfleshed. 

With faith, we aim to live as Christ taught us, 

laboring towards liberation, 

and seeking a world free of domination and control. 

We believe in God’s promise to uplift the lowly 

and bring the powerful down from their thrones. 

We believe the resurrecting power of Christ 

cannot be overcome by evil, 

but persists in all collective efforts 

to make life flourish in the midst of destruction, 

to birth beauty in places of death, 

and to tend gently to the aches of this world. 

We profess the transforming power of love. 

We profess that justice is a form of love. 

We profess that we are still growing into the mystery of love. 

In the company of the saints who go before us, 

we journey together by grace, 

seeking always to unlearn all that obstructs authentic relationship, 

listening for the guidance of Sacred Wisdom, 

And praying earnestly for the day the Commonwealth of God is born anew. 

Until it is so, we live in hope, 

for God is with us.  

 

 CALL TO OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving at 

upcbgm.org/giving/donate, or by sending a check to the church office or putting 

an offering in the plates by the door. 

 

 OFFERTORY   “Goodness Is Stronger” 
 

 Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate; 

light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death. 

Victory is ours, victory is ours through him who loved us.  
 

  Words © Desmond Tutu, An African Prayer Book, Doubleday. Text adapt. and Music: John L. Be, © 1996 WGRG, Iona  

  Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). 

 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
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 PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

Providing One,  

Help us to trust in your promise of provision.  

Take our faith and knead it into action.  

Bless our minds and bodies to be ready to partner with you.  

Break through the barriers that keep us from helping each other.  

Give us wisdom and discipline to join you  

in bringing your bread of life to all people.  Amen!  

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive) 

As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 

 PASTORAL PRAYER  

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)    Open Door Community, Atlanta 

Our Beloved Friend 

Outside the Domination System 

May your Holy Name be honored 

by the way we live our lives. 

Your Beloved Community come. 

Guide us to: 

Walk your walk 

Talk your talk 

Sit your Silence 

Inside the court room, on the streets,  

in the jail houses 

As they are on the margins of resistance. 

Give us this day everything we need. 

Forgive us our wrongs 

as we forgive those who have wronged us. 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

For Thine is: 

the Beloved Community, 

the power and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

*SONG OF SENDING   “God of Grace and God of Glory” (see page 10) 
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Words: Harry E. Fosdick, alt. Music: John Hughes. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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 BLESSING 

The world is now too dangerous 

and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed that you see God in everyone. 

Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 

May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 

Your lips, so that you speak nothing but the truth in love. 

May your feet be so blessed that you run 

to those who need you. 

And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 

your love, changes everything. 

 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

May the peace that surpasses all understanding 

keep your hearts in the knowledge and love of God 

and of God’s son, Jesus Christ, 

and may the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be with you this day and always. 
 

 One: Peace be with you! 

 All: And also with you! 

 

 SENDING MUSIC   “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” 
 

 I’m gonna live so God can use me anytime and anywhere. (repeat) 

I’m gonna work so God can use me anytime and anywhere. (repeat) 

I’m gonna pray so God can use me anytime and anywhere. (repeat) 

I’m gonna sing so God can use me anytime and anywhere. (repeat) 
 

  Words and Music: African-American spiritual. 

After the service, those who are worshipping with us in person are invited to our social 

hour at the front of the sanctuary, where we will open up the Zoom room on our  

large-screen TV for a time of fellowship with those who are joining us from home. 

 

If you are worshipping with us via our livestream, we invite you to join us on Zoom 

upcbgm.org/zoom for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

The flowers that grace our sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of Barbara D. and George L. Hinman. 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Hymns are reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2011 Westminster John Knox Press,  

and from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig 

Reader  Sara Lieberman  ~  Musicians  Aimee Backus, Ernest Backus, Andy Chadwick, 

Starletta Noll-Long, Austin Shadduck, the United Ringers, and the UPC Choir 

Technicians  Emily Hugenbruch, Scott Kindig, Ken Mebert, Jullian Wanjama 

Announcements 

     Vocal choir, Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the Library 
Lounge. Newcomers (fully vaccinated) are welcome as 
always! 
     United Ringers handbell choir, Sundays at 11:30am  
in the Sanctuary. If you’re interested in learning how to 
play handbells, please inquire. If you can count to 4, you 
can learn to play! 

Cocktail hour: Fridays, 5–6pm. All are invited to bring 
your own beverage and join the conversation on Friday 
evenings for this social hour in the Zoom room. We talk 
about the events of the week and share what’s going on 
in our lives. It’s a great way to keep in touch while it 
remains complicated to be together in person.  

Sewing Group: Wednesdays, 10am–1pm.  
The Sewing Group meets at the church 
starting at 10am on Wednesdays. At noon, 
those who can’t join them in person are 
welcome to “Zoom in” for their lunchtime 
social hour. Everyone is welcome; bring 
your lunch and enjoy the company.  

Morning Prayer: Sundays, 9:30–9:55am. 
If you have been missing the time of 
shared prayer, join us before worship at 
9:30 for a time of sharing and praying for 
the needs of our community — either on 
Zoom, or in person at the church. After the 
prayer time, you can stay on Zoom for 
worship or switch over to the YouTube 
channel.  

Choir rehearsals: Our choirs have 
resumed with in-person rehearsals. All 
participants must be masked and must 
present their COVID vaccination cards, 
which will be scanned and kept on file.  

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the same 
“Meeting ID” for all of our programs and worship 
services. You can join online or call in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 865 274 8433     passcode: 42456 

Bible Study: Mondays, 12:30pm, in the Chapel or the Zoom Room.  

Evolution of the Word: The New Testament in the Order the Books Were Written, by 
Marcus Borg 

We started reading this book during the pandemic, to learn about how Christianity 
developed in the early centuries and see how it affects our understanding of the 
New Testament. We stopped in June of 2021 because we were feeling overwhelmed 
by life (not by the book). 

On May 23, we will start again at the beginning, and everyone is welcome to join us 
in person or on Zoom. Copies of the book are available in the church office. 

https://zoom.us/j/8652748433

