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Welcome to the Celebration 

November 28, 2021  •  10:00am 

As we begin Advent with the “Little Apocalypse” in Luke 21, we remember how far from 

home we are. The world is not as it should be. Many have lost their physical homes, 

many feel alone, and many are isolated. Many of us feel as if we are wandering with no 

clear way forward. This first week speaks to our deep longing — for our home to be 

made whole, made right, and made well. With deep longing, we watch for God. 

Thankfully, God enters a homesick world. 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 OPENING BELL   The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Wherever You Are” 
 

 I can’t describe the way I’ve been feeling —  

everything all turned around inside my head. Longing to find some magical sign,  

a key to my deepest design, the home that my body has left. 

 I’ve waited on the fig trees to sprout their lovely leaves to no avail. 

 I’ve tried to find my voice like Zechariah, but it comes out weak and pale. 
 

 Can we build a place for all the lost who long to be 

 held inside the arms of love, the joy that sets us free? 

 Maybe I’m on my own, but wherever you are, I am home. 
 

 One night that seems like a lifetime ago, some travelers far from their home  

searched for a room and a bed. Snow fell against the light of the stars.  

Without any offer or invite he came to give life to the dead.  

Can you imagine all the weight of all the world, yet no one welcomes you in? 

The cast away and cast aside are dear to you, you cherish us just as we came. 
 

 We can build a place for all the lost who long to be 

 held inside your arms of love, the joy that sets us free. 

 How are we ever alone? Wherever you are, we are home. 
 

  Song written & produced by Barnaby Bright (Nathan & Becky Bliss) | barnabybright.com 

  Featuring cello by Sascha Groschang | Mixed by Bryan Cook | Mastered by Jett Galindo at “The Bakery” 

  Featuring visual art by Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Lauren Wright Pittman, & Hannah Garrity 

  Video by Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (see pages 4–5) 
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Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that 

they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a 

PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the 

sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your 

family’s needs. The toys are washed each week. 

     There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that has a 

changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys appropriate for age two and under that is open for 

use with a parent or guardian. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the service. There 

is also a child-size restroom across from the nursery. Please let us know if you have questions. 

 CALL TO WORSHIP AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (responsive) 

 One: Can you be homesick for something you’ve never known? 

 All: We are homesick for a world where all are fed, where laughter is 

contagious, where the doors are wide open. 

 One: We are homesick for a world with more bridges than walls, where trees grow 

tall and rivers run clear. 

 All: We are homesick for a world where all people feel at home — in their 

bodies, in their churches, in their homes. 

 One: We long for that world. 

 All: We hope for that world. 

 One: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as 

we wait. May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it. 

 All: We are homesick, but we are on our way. 

Let us worship God.  

 

 Words: Rev. John Kupar. Music: French melody, 17th c.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams. 
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Words and Music: Philipp Nicolai; tr. Catherine Winkworth, alt.; harm. J.S. Bach. 
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 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) Close to Home | A Sanctified Art 

Gracious God,  

We find ourselves with two options every day —  

to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win.  

Do we hope against hope, or do we throw in the towel?  

Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible?  

Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. 

Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better 

world. 

Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go.  

Gratefully we pray, amen! 

 

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) Close to Home | A Sanctified Art 

 One: Family of faith, even when we give up on hope, God does not give up on us. 

We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear 

and trust this good news:  

 All: There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from 

that love. We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. 

Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

We Hear the Word 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Close to Home | A Sanctified Art 

God of the stars and God of our hearts —  

our days will pass  

but your words will last.  

The earth might fade  

but your words will last.  

Our memories might blur 

but your words will last.  

The grass will wither  

but your words will last.  

The sky could go dark  

and your words would last. 

So as we listen today,  

help us to hold onto  

what will last.  

Help us hold onto you.  

Gratefully we pray, amen!  

 

 FIRST LESSON   Luke 21:25–36, NRSV 

25 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26 

People will faint 

from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. 
27 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. 
28 

Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
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29 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 
30 

as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 
31 

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 

of God is near. 
32 

Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place. 
33 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 
34 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 
35 

like 

a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36 

Be alert at 

all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 

take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  

 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 SECOND LESSON   1 Thessalonians 3:9–13, NRSV 

9 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? 
10 

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

 
11 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 

12 

And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 

all, just as we abound in love for you. 
13 

And may he so strengthen your hearts in 

holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus with all his saints.  

 

 REFLECTIONS “Homesick” Rev. Becky Kindig 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “See Fig Tree Leaves Now Sprouting” (see pages 8–9) 

 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  whom alone we worship and we serve. 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  

  and to live holy and joyful lives, 

 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

  praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

With believers in every time and place, 

 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen! 
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 OFFERING  Close to Home | A Sanctified Art 

It does not take long to see that we are not home yet. There are people who are 

hungry, oceans that are polluted, churches that are fading, walls that are growing. 

We are clearly not home yet.  
 

So until we reach that promised day, until we make it home, giving what we can to 

make a better world matters. When we give our gifts and our offerings we help 

build God’s home here. So with hopeful hearts, let us give. 
 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

 OFFERTORY   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 

 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.  
 

  Words: Charles Wesley. Music: J. Philippe Rameau; ed. Ronald Nelson. © 1967 Augsburg Publishing House. 

 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate


 PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together)  Close to Home | A Sanctified Art 

Holy God, we are homesick.  

We long for the day that you spoke of  

when swords will be beaten into plowshares,  

the lion will lie down with the lamb,  

and justice will roll like waters.  

Until that holy day comes,  

take these gifts and use them to build that world here.  

We are hopeful. Amen! 

 

We Gather at the Lord’s Table, Where All Are Welcome 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; 

whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 

hope-filled or hope-less: 

what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
 

Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 

in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 

that we need prepare for it. 

And so we gather at the table to begin the journey together 

to make the space in our lives 

where love might be born. 
 

Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 

Together, let us practice being ready 

in the faith that Christ will come. 

 

 WORDS OF REMEMBERING 

There is a sacred story that goes way back, 

older than ancestors, older than anything here, 

to wind blowing over waters. 

God’s love was in a garden, 

and a flood-drenched rainbow. 

God’s love was in a desert tent, 

barley fields for gleaning, 

a slingshot, 

a mythically big fish,  

and a new-thingled way in the wilderness. 

There is a sacred story that goes back 

to a mother in a barn, 

a foster father, and skyfully distanced angels. 

We love stories, especially this one 

of the baby named Jesus, loved 

by a cow, three magi, and many shepherds, 

who grew up, healed people, 

told awkward parables, 

and made people angry. 
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At Passover he broke unleavened bread, 

and poured wine and himself — 

for saints who slept when he needed friends. 

But the Shelter-in-every-place of Love 

gave that time full of death 

a hope of waking to Resurrection 

and an Emmaus of self-understanding. 

And so now we come, 

clothed in our own sad times, 

bearing witness to the light and to the love 

that never lets us go. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

We remember the witness of Jesus to challenge the empires of the world, to stop at 

nothing to declare God’s love for all people. 
 

We remember how the world responded to Jesus’ ministry and teaching, by killing him. 
 

And we remember God’s bold challenge to the world in bringing Jesus back to life. 

And because of all this, we dare to remember the night when Christ was betrayed. 
 

Gathered at table with his closest followers, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this. Eat this. It is my body, given for you. 

Do this, and remember me.” 
 

After supper he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it also, saying, “This is the cup 

of a new and everlasting covenant, poured out willingly and lovingly. Drink this, and 

remember me.” 
 

And so we remember, and we reconnect with one another in this season, and as we 

invite Christ anew into our hearts, so we rededicate ourselves to proclaiming in 

word and deed Christ’s realm. Amen! 

 

 PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (together) 

Bless us and bless these gifts. 

May the Spirit rest upon this time and this table, 

surrounded tenderly by our memories of saints 

as on sacred times and tables long ago, 

so that this loaf may be broken love, 

and this cup a well of blessing, 

for we pray in the words of our ancestors 

that we claim as our own … 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.  Amen! 
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 SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (responsive) 

If your elements of Communion are with you, rest your hands lightly upon them.  

If they are in the front of the sanctuary, open your hands to be sacramental,  

filled with the power to change your heart and the world. We ask God’s grace  

on us and on all those who are in our prayers this morning, and God’s blessing  

on our elements and our hands.  
 

 One: We are welcome to this gift of God, the Bread of Heaven.  

 All: We are Christ’s family in the Bread we share.  

 One: We are welcome to this gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 

 All: We are Christ’s family in the Cup we share.  
 

Everyone is invited to share in the feast at this time. Sanctuary worshipers should 

come forward by the inside aisle, wearing your mask, to take the elements from  

the table, and return to your seats by the side aisles. When you are seated,  

you may remove the masks to share the bread and the cup. 
 

If you prefer to be served in your seat, please remain where you are, and we will 

bring the elements to you before the pastor and the reader are served.  
 

To avoid spills while we are carrying communion elements, our “fruit of the vine”  

is in the form of blueberries. Please let the pastor know if you have any questions.  

 

 MUSIC   “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 

 Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our knees. 

 When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees. 

 When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our knees. 

 When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

  Words and Music: African-American spiritual; arr. Moses Hogan. Music Arr. © 2000 Hal Leonard Corp.  

  Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (together) 

Lord God, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people, we give 

ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we have 

shared the living bread and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us, expect 

much from us, enable much by us, encourage many through us. So Lord, may 

we live to your glory, both as inhabitants of earth and citizens of the 

commonwealth of heaven.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 SONG OF SENDING   “The Days Are Surely Coming” (see page 13) 

 

- 12 - 



Words: David Gambrell, © 2011 (Admin. Presbyterian Publishing Group). Music: Welsh folk melody; 

Llwybrau Moliant, 1872; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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After the service, those who are worshipping with us in person are invited to our social 

hour at the front of the sanctuary, where we will open up the Zoom room on our  

large-screen TV for a time of fellowship with those who are joining us from home. 

 

If you are worshipping with us via our livestream, we invite you to join us on Zoom 

upcbgm.org/zoom for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

 BLESSING Close to Home | A Sanctified Art 

As you leave this service, your service begins: 

Comfort the homesick. 

Open your doors to others. 

Seek sanctuary. 

Be brave enough to go home by another way. 

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed — so come back soon. 

In the name of our Foundation — God, Spirit, and Son — 

go in peace. 

 

 SENDING MUSIC   “Wherever You Are” 

“Close to Home” Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Hymns are reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press,  

and from Close to Home, © A Sanctified Art | sanctifiedart.org. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig 

Reader  Suzie Northrop Raboy  ~  Musicians  Aimee Backus, Ernest Backus,  

Victoria Barics, Margaret Davis, Rebecca Mebert, Starletta Noll-Long, Austin Shadduck 

Technicians  Andy Chadwick, Scott Kindig, Ken Mebert, Starletta Noll-Long 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Announcements 

     Vocal choir, Wednesdays at 6:30pm in 
the Library Lounge. Our vocal choir uses 12-
foot spacing between singers during rehearsal, 
and 6-foot spacing when we sing in worship. 
N95 masks are provided if needed.  
     United Ringers handbell choir, Sundays 
at 11:30am in the Sanctuary. Our handbell 
choir uses 6-foot spacing between ringers. If 
you’re interested in learning how to play 
handbells, please inquire. If you can count to 4, 
you can learn to play! 

Morning Prayer: Sundays, 9:30–9:55am. If 
you have been missing the time of shared 
prayer, join us before worship at 9:30 for a time 
of sharing and praying for the needs of our 
community — either on Zoom, or in person at 
the church. After the prayer time, you can stay 
on Zoom for worship or switch over to the 
YouTube channel.  

Sewing Group: Wednesdays, 10am–1pm. 
The Sewing Group meets at the church starting 
at 10am on Wednesdays. At noon, those who 
can’t join them in person are welcome to “Zoom 
in” for their lunchtime social hour. Everyone is 
welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy the 
company.  

Cocktail hour: Fridays, 5–6pm. All are 
invited to bring your own beverage and join the 
conversation on Friday evenings for this social 
hour in the Zoom room. We talk about the 
events of the week and share what’s going on in 
our lives. It’s a great way to keep in touch while 
it remains complicated to be together in person.  

Organ recital, “A Christmas Fantasy”, Sunday, 
December 5, 2pm: Jean Herman Henssler, 
organist “extraordinaire”, will take us on an 
adventure of musical wonder here on the sanctuary 
organ.  
 Imagine an entire orchestra including percussion 
contained in the chamber behind the (ornamental, 
by the way) pipes you see above the console. Then 
see one person playing the 4 keyboards with all the 
instruments programmed to play at the touch of a 
finger to enhance the music created for this 
instrument!   
 For some, it is a new experience; for some, a 
wonderful tradition and discipline of mastery of the 
“king of instruments”. This concert will be a joyous 
romp through a Christmas carol book with lovely 
and entertaining arrangements of everyone’s 
favorites.  
 Be sure and include children and youth in this 
musical adventure that they may never experience 
any other place! Big screen will show the action of 
both feet and hands no matter where you sit. It will 
be a “not to be missed” experience.  
 Masks are required to attend the concert in 
person, and it will also be streamed on UPC’s 
YouTube Channel upcbgm.org/youtube. The 
concert is co-sponsored by the American Guild of 
Organists and UPC Binghamton. 

Personal care items drive through Dec. 10: We 
are looking for personal care items — shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, bars of soap, soap holders, 
etc. — as well as new packages of men’s and 
women’s underwear and socks. The donations will 
be split between the UPC pantry and the Walk With 
Me program for formerly incarcerated individuals. 
For more info, contact Suzanna Condon at 607-
321-5730 or scondon1@binghamton.edu 

Choir rehearsals: Our choirs have resumed with in-
person rehearsals. All participants must be masked 
and must present their COVID vaccination cards, 
which will be scanned and kept on file. Newcomers 
(fully vaccinated) are welcome as always! 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the 
same “Meeting ID” for all of our programs and 
worship services. You can join online or call in on 
your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 865 274 8433     passcode: 42456 

https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://zoom.us/j/8652748433


To help keep UPC a welcoming place for as many as possible, we are asking everyone to keep 
your masks on while in the building. We have families with young children and people who 
are immune compromised who are still at risk from COVID-19. We know that even if we are 
immunized, we may still spread the virus to vulnerable people. We will continue to monitor the 
science and use best practices. Thank you for your cooperation, understanding, and support. 

About the Cover Images 

“AWAKE TO WONDER” by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity Inspired by Luke 21:25–36 

It is peculiar that we begin Advent with adult Jesus offering us a prophecy and parable filled 
with fear and mystery. This particular scripture is within a longer section of Jesus describing 
the coming destruction of the temple, a public statement that no doubt added to the 
conspiracies and plots stirring against him. The fate he speaks of is filled with terrifying 
details: the temple demolished, false prophets, wars and uprisings, food shortages, natural 
disasters, persecution, and epidemics (Luke 21:5–24). As we read these words now, this litany 
of fear and foreboding feels far too familiar — a bit too close to home. 
     When I began this series of visuals, I printed an architectural blueprint on a large piece of 
cardstock. Using acrylic paint, I added fluid strokes of blue, obscuring the white lines in the 
blueprint so that the plans for building a home would appear present but also blurred and 
concealed. I added hints of gold leaf, trying to emulate the texture of paint peeling from the 
exterior of a building. I then shifted to digital media, photographing the painting from a 
number of angles and then drawing figures and details into my compositions with my stylus 
and iPad. 
     As I began this particular image, I imagined a scene of chaos and apocalypse. However, as I 
drew a woman lifting her head and reaching for the fig tree, I began to see a vision of beauty 
and hope, a glimpse of one’s whole being awake to wonder. 
     I think we all share a collective homesickness. It feels like nostalgia. It looks like the trauma 
hiding in our past. It can turn into foreboding fear that robs us of real joy. But in this image 
and in Jesus’ words, I see a call to resilience despite the difficult realities that confront us. I see 
a longing so deep that it keeps us reaching — for a home restored, for comfort renewed, for the 
fruit that is sure to come. 

— Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
 

“YEARNING” by Hannah Garrity  Inspired by 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

Silhouette profiles of faces with diamond repetition… Inside the diamonds weave paper lace 
representations of love, restoration, and Christ’s forgiveness — God’s grace that alone provides 
the state of holiness among people. Hands, architecture, doves, food, clothing, and education 
— these portray some of the gifts we give to one another in faith when we meet face to face. 
     In this 3rd chapter of Thessalonians, Paul spends time on the ideals of faith, of restoring 
each other’s faith over time. We circle back to one another to connect, share, and build faith in 
God. From all over the world, four faces smile into the middle of the frame. Our longing to 
meet face to face creates a ripple effect for community building. Inside the ripples are hands, 
architecture, doves, food, clothing, and education symbols to represent faith in action. The 
faces yearn for and inspire one another from afar, like Paul in this letter of love and faith to 
the people of Thessalonica. 
     As Paul yearns for the people and the faith of the Thessalonians, he faces persecution in his 
own city. The news from Timothy gives Paul hope in the face of oppression and persecution. 
In our current global climate, whom do we yearn for? Whose good news do we rejoice in? 
Whose faith inspires the continued work of our own faith? 
     For me, it is you. 

—Hannah Garrity 


