
      Our worship service is livestreaming on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

To help keep UPC a welcoming place for as many as possible, we are asking everyone to keep 
your masks on while in the building. We have families with young children and people who  
are immune compromised who are still at risk from COVID-19. We know that even if we are 
immunized, we may still spread the virus to vulnerable people. We will continue to monitor the 
science and use best practices as we learn more. Thank you for your cooperation, understanding, 
and support. 

Everyone is welcome here 

Sunday, September 12, 2021  •  10:00am 

“What does UPC praise God for today?” 
(from a menti.com poll conducted during Sept. 5th worship) 

https://upcbgm.org/
mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/


Welcome to the Celebration! 

September 12, 2021  •  10:00am 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” 
 

  Music: Gilbert R. Martin (based on the melody by A.J. Showalter). © 1971 Lorenz Publishing Company 

 

The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

 All: and the heavens proclaim God’s handiwork. 

 One: Day to day pours forth speech, 

 All: and night to night declares knowledge. 

 One: The sun rises like a groom ready for the wedding, 

 All: and God makes the sun set in deep joy. 

 One: God is the creator of all things! 

 All: Come, worship God, who made us all. 

 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “Morning Has Broken”  

 

Words: Eleanor Farjeon, alt., © 1957 Harold Ober Associates. Music: Gaelic melody; arr. David Evans, © 1927 

Oxford University Press. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 
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 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) 

God of beauty and of justice: 

We pray for the earth — 

for restoration of soil, air, and water. 

We pray for all people you have created — 

for restoration of dignity and hope. 

We pray for our nation and community — 

for restoration of our sense of responsibility in service. 

We pray even for ourselves — 

for restoration of our resolve to love you and the world you made. 

Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen! 
 

 (a time of silent prayer) 

 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: With the whole church, 

 All: we affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

befriended by Christ, and empowered by the Spirit. 

 One: With people everywhere, 

 All: we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,  

planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

 One: With all creation, 

 All: we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life and the unfolding  

purposes of God, forever at work in ourselves and in the world.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

 

We Hear the Word 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 FOCUS LESSON   Genesis 1:20—2:3 (NRSV) 

20 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 
21 

So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 

God blessed them, saying,  

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 

23 

And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

     
24 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 
25 

God made the 

wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that 

creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

     
26 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 

upon the earth.” 

          
27 

So God created humankind in God’s image, 

             in the image of God, God created them; 

             male and female God created them. 
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28 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 

and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
29 

God said, “See, I have given you every 

plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 

fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 

the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 

have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 

God saw everything that God had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

sixth day. 
 

2 
1 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 
2 

And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that God had done, and God rested on the seventh day 

from all the work that God had done. 
3 

So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work that God had done in creation.  

 

 REFLECTIONS  Rev. Becky Kindig 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “For Beauty of Meadows” (see insert) 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  whom alone we worship and we serve. 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  

  and to live holy and joyful lives, 

 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

  praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

With believers in every time and place, 

 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen! 

 

 OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

  OFFERTORY   “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
 

  Refrain: All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

     all things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 
 

  Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings: 

 he made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings. [Refrain] 
 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
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  The purple headed mountain, the river running by, the sunset, and the morning that  

 brightens up the sky, the cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 

 the ripe fruits in the garden: he made them every one. [Refrain] 
 

  He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 

 how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. [Refrain] 
 

   Words: Cecil Frances Alexander. Music: John Rutter, © 1983 Oxford University Press.  

   Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

Great and Holy One,  

as we sojourn through your world,  

may we be ever mindful of leaving a light footprint.  

Open our hearts to give generously  

and to care for one another.  

Multiply our gifts and our works,  

that they may amplify your beauty and grace.  Amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive) 

As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 

 PASTORAL PRAYER  

Creator God, we praise you for creating a world filled with beauty and variety. 

We thank you for revealing yourself through the beauty of a flower and the power 

of a storm. 

Today we particularly marvel at the beauty of creation and for your work in the 

world. 

Especially today we give thanks for the blessings of our lives and our community. 

For those who answered a call to help others, for simple tasks done and hard tasks 

conquered, and for good news shared. 

We also give you thanks and we pray for those who are starting a new life, a 

marriage, a new job, a new place to live that they all will have joy and peace in these 

new beginnings. We also give thanks for those who are celebrating anniversaries 

and retirements.  

We pray for our task as caretakers of this world and all it contains. Help us to 

embrace needed changes to preserve our land, water, air, and to care for all living 

creatures.  

And we pray today for those who are starting school. Give students interest in 

their studies, give teachers excitement for their students and keep all of them safe. 

Yet we come before you, acknowledging that we are stewards of this world and 

we are tasked to care for your people. We see that there is hurt in this world and we 

pray that you would guide us to make things better.  

We pray for those affected by natural disasters, of fire, flood, wind, and other 

environmental disasters. Help us to reach out, to keep them safe, and to restore 

them to wellbeing.  

We pray for our leaders who are in power to help with immediate needs in these 

disasters, but also who can make meaningful changes to prevent future harm. Open 

their hearts and their minds to wisdom and generosity instead of fear and greed. 
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We pray for all we know who are sick, in mind or body or spirit, and those who 

suffer from chronic conditions, those who are having surgery, and all who are in 

need of your comfort. May we be bearers of love, compassion, and healing. 

We pray for those who mourn, both for who have recently lost loved ones and for 

those missing their loved ones during special occasions. May we comfort them in 

this time of loss and grief. 

We pray for also for all those who are in danger and who are afraid. Give them 

shelter and safety and peace.  Give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts willing 

to help in both small and large ways.  
 

O God, in your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfill our hopes. In all things 

for which we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, who taught us when we pray to say…  

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 SONG OF SENDING   “Shadow and Substance” 

Words and Music: Daniel Charles Damon. © 1994 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



After the service, those who are worshipping with us in person are invited to our social 

hour at the front of the sanctuary, where we will open up the Zoom room on our  

large-screen TV for a time of fellowship with those who are joining us from home. 

 

If you are worshipping with us via our livestream, we invite you to join us on Zoom 

upcbgm.org/zoom for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

 BLESSING from Christian Aid and Ecology Link, via third-space.org.uk/blog 

May we always walk gently upon the Earth,  

in right relationship, 

nurtured by your love, 

open to the wind of the Spirit, 

taking only what we need, 

always open to the needs of others, 

making choices that bring well-being, 

living with generosity, 

striving for justice, 

honoring all with reverence, 

reconciling and peacemaking, 

mindful of those who will come after, 

recognizing our proper place as part of your creation. 
 

Grant us the strength and courage, Lord, 

for such a radical transformation into your Kingdom. 

Amen. 

 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 One: And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you, now and always. 
 

 One: The Peace of God be with you! 
 

 All: And also with you! 

 

 SENDING MUSIC   “Pastorale” by Robert Graham. © 1971 Lorenz Publishing Co. 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Announcements 

Staying connected: All are invited to join in  
our weekly group meetings that help us stay 
connected. These groups meet on Zoom, unless 
otherwise noted.  
     Sundays: Morning Prayer, 9:30–9:55am. If 
you have been missing the time of shared prayer, 
join us before worship at 9:30 for a time of 
sharing and praying for the needs of our 
community — either on Zoom, or in person at the 
church. After the prayer time, you can stay on 
Zoom for worship or switch over to the YouTube 
channel.  
     Wednesdays: Sewing Group, 10am–1pm. The 
Sewing Group has resumed meeting in person at 
church starting at 10am on Wednesdays. At noon, 
those who can’t join them in person are welcome 
to “Zoom in” for their lunchtime social hour. 
Everyone is welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy 
the company.  
   Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm. Join us to talk 
about the events of the week and share what’s 
going on in our lives. 

Sunday, October 3: Congregational meeting and 
Church picnic. Save the date! Stay tuned for more 
information to come in next week’s announcements. 

Updating our Congregational Directory: We’re 
working on the 2021–22 edition of the UPC “Family 
& Friends Directory”. You don’t need to be an 
“officially joined” church member to be included —  
if you’re part of our worshipping congregation & 
community, then you belong in our directory. 
     We hope everyone will provide us with a new 
photo of yourself or your family. It doesn’t need to 
be a formal portrait — casual photos and selfies are 
fine, too. Photos can be emailed to directory@ 
upcbgm.org or delivered to the church on a thumb 
drive, or bring a printed photo and we’ll scan it in.  
     We’re asking everybody to please provide your 
current contact information, even if it hasn’t 
changed. If you attend worship in person, please fill 
out the contact information card that is at the doors 
with the worship guides. You can place it in the 
offering plate or turn it in to the office. You can also 
submit your information through our website at 
upcbgm.org/directory 
     One item we ask for is your birthday, because we 
enjoy celebrating them! You don’t have to include 
your birth year if you don’t want to, but that is 
helpful information for our Clerk of Session to have 
when we file our yearly statistics with the PC(USA). 
     All information and photos must be received by 
October 4. The new directory will be available in 
December. 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the 
same “Meeting ID” for all of our programs and 
worship services. You can join online or call in on 
your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 865 274 8433     passcode: 42456 

Hymns are reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press,  

and from Worship & Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Ann Garcia 

Music & Technology  Aimee Backus, Ernest Backus, Victoria Barics, Andrew Beaty, 

Andy Chadwick, Scott Kindig, Ken Mebert, Rebecca Mebert, Starletta Noll-Long,  

Austin Shadduck, Phil Westcott, David Williams, and the UPC Choir 

Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that 

they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a 

PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the 

sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your 

family’s needs. The toys are washed each week. 

     There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that has a 

changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys appropriate for age two and under that is open for 

use with a parent or guardian. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the service. There 

is also a child size restroom across from the nursery. Please let us know if you have questions. 

mailto:directory@upcbgm.org
mailto:directory@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/directory
https://zoom.us/j/8652748433


Words: Walter H. Farquharson, © 1971. Music: Welsh melody. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 


