
Everyone is welcome here 

Sunday, July 25, 2021  •  10:00am 

      Our worship service is livestreaming on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

https://upcbgm.org/
mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/


Welcome to the Celebration! 

July 25, 2021  •  10:00am 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Wind Riders” by Asher Fulero 
 

   Courtesy of YouTube Creator Studio’s No Copyright Audio Library. youtu.be/K5PEPypUS3A 

 

  “Playing with Matches” by Susan Conger, © 1998. 
 

  “Skinner’s Constant” by Cammy Kaynor, © 1978. 
 

  “You Are My All in All” 
 

  You are my strength when I am weak; you are the treasure that I seek. You are my all in all. 

  Seeking you as a precious jewel; Lord, to give up I’d be a fool. You are my all in all. 

  Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name. 
 

   Words and Music: Dennis L. Jernigan. © 1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music (admin. Dayspring Music). 

 

The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: We gather in the presence of God to encounter Love that sets free. 

 All: We do not come seeking easy comfort but a way of life that liberates.  

 One: Together, we practice courage in resisting evil  

and rejecting the temptations of complicity and complacency. 

 All: The Spirit leads us in power and truth. 

 One: Our faith is placed in Love Eternal that lifts broken spirits  

and brings new life from places of ruin. 

 All: With hope that is neither narrow nor fragile, we come to follow Christ. 

 

To help keep UPC a welcoming place for as many as possible, we are asking 
everyone to keep your masks on while in the building. We have families with 
young children that cannot be vaccinated yet, and people who are immune-
compromised who are still at risk from COVID-19. We know that even if we are 
immunized, we may still spread the virus to vulnerable people.  
We will continue to monitor the science and use best practices as we learn more. 
Thank you for your cooperation, understanding, and support. 

     However, Pastor Kimberly will take off her mask while preaching and 

leading prayers to accommodate those who rely on lip-reading to assist their 
auditory processing. Please choose your seat according to your comfort level with 
this practice. 
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      Children In Worship 

      “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you 

know that they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with 

you. There is a PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet 

toys in the front of the sanctuary to use there or can be taken to 

another pew, if that suits your family’s needs. The toys are 

washed each week. 

     There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary 

that has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys appropriate for age two and 

under that is open for use with a parent or guardian. There is a speaker in the room 

so you can listen to the service. There is also a child size restroom across from the 

nursery. 

     Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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Words and Music: Richard Avery and Donald Marsh. © 1978 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission.  

CCLI License #11598067 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “No Longer Strangers” 

 



 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together)  by Moira Laidlaw 

Merciful God, we celebrate the way that you chose to bring unity and peace to 

people — through the gift of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. He broke down 

longstanding walls of prejudice and hostility between Jew and Gentile, male 

and female, slave and free. He abolished rules that restricted life and replaced 

them with the new commandment to love as he did. Where have we gone 

astray? Walls of prejudice still exist and barriers of racism still hold people 

back from reaching their true potential. We hear the great message of Jesus 

reconciling people to you, O God, and to one another, and yet we still hesitate 

to reach out to people when they are different in some way from us.   

 But we know that Jesus has made us members of the household of God and 

he holds us together through the power of his Spirit. So we pray that the Holy 

Spirit will continue to bind us together in love and peace, building us up as a 

witnessing, welcoming and forgiving community of grace. In Jesus’s name we 

pray. 
 

 (a time of silent prayer) 

 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: With the whole church, 

 All: we affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

befriended by Christ, and empowered by the Spirit. 

 One: With people everywhere, 

 All: we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,  

planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

 One: With all creation, 

 All: we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life and the unfolding  

purposes of God, forever at work in ourselves and in the world.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

 

We Hear the Word 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 FOCUS LESSON   Ephesians 2:11–22 (NRSV) 

11 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth,  

called “the uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” —  

a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands —  

12 

remember that you were at that time without Christ,  

being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,  

and strangers to the covenants of promise,  

having no hope and without God in the world.  

13 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off  

have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  

14 

For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one  

and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.  

15 

He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances,  

that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two,  

thus making peace,  
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16 

and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross,  

thus putting to death that hostility through it.  

17 

So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off  

and peace to those who were near;  

18 

for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

19 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,  

but you are citizens with the saints  

and also members of the household of God,  

20 

built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  

with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  

21 

In him the whole structure is joined together  

and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;  

22 

in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.  

 

 REFLECTIONS “No Longer Strangers” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “Come Build a Church” (see pages 6–7) 

    from UPC’s worship service, November 10, 2019 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991 

In life and death we belong to God. 

 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

   the love of God, 

    and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

  we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

   whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  

  and to live holy and joyful lives, 

 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

  praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

With believers in every time and place, 

 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen! 

 

 OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

  OFFERTORY   “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 
 

  My Shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name. 

  In pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream. 

  He brings my wandering spirit back, when I forsake his ways, 

  and leads me, for his mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace. 
 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
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WORDS and MUSIC: Ken Medema. © 1993 Ken Medema Music/Brier Patch Music.  

Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



  When I walk through the shades of death, thy presence is my stay; 

  one word of thy supporting breath drives all my fears away. 

  Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, doth still my table spread; 

  my cup with blessings overflows, thine oil anoints my head. 
 

  The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; 

  O may thy house be mine abode, and all my work be praise! 

  There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; 

  no more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home.  
 

   Words: Isaac Watts. Music: American folk melody; setting by David Ashley White. © 1996 St. James Music Press. 

   Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

We bring a wide variety of gifts to the table, O God: gifts that we have 

received by your grace. Take all that we offer — our money, our talent, our 

time; our dreams, our hands, our hearts — and use them to make your 

Spirit’s presence felt in all the world.  Amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS (responsive) 

 As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 SONG OF SENDING   “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (see pages 10–11) 

 

 BLESSING 

The world is now too dangerous 

and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed that you see God in everyone. 

Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 

May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 

Your lips, so that you speak nothing but the truth in love. 

May your feet be so blessed that you run 

to those who need you. 

And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 

your love, changes everything. 
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After the service, those who are worshiping with us in person are invited to our social 

hour at the front of the sanctuary, where we will open up the Zoom room on our  

large-screen TV for a time of fellowship with those who are joining us from home. 

 

If you are worshiping with us via our livestream, we invite you to join us on Zoom 

upcbgm.org/zoom for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 One: May the peace that surpasses all understanding 

  keep your hearts in the knowledge and love of God 

  and of God’s son, Jesus Christ, 

  and may the blessing of God almighty, 

  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  be with you this day and always. 
 

 One: Peace be with you! 
 

 All: And also with you! 

 

 SENDING MUSIC   “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
 

  Music: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson; harm. Charles H. Webb. © 1955, 1983 Jan-Lee Music. 
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https://upcbgm.org/zoom
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Words and Music: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson, alt.; harm. Charles H. Webb. © 1955, 1983 Jan-Lee Music. Used by Permission. 

CCLI License #11598067 
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Hymns are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Aaron Whitney 

Music & Technology  Aimee Backus, Victoria Barics, Margaret Davis, Ryan Holloran,  

Scott Kindig, Shawn Landon, Sara Lieberman, Ken Mebert, Rebecca Mebert,  

Julia Naldjian, Starletta Noll-Long, Emma Schenemann, Austin Shadduck,  

Phil Westcott, David Williams, and the United Ringers handchime choir 

Announcements 

Everyone is welcome; bring your lunch and enjoy 
the company.  
   Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm. Join us to talk 
about the events of the week and share what’s going 
on in our lives. 

Staying connected: All are invited to join in our 
weekly group meetings that help us stay 
connected. These groups meet on Zoom, unless 
otherwise noted.  
     Sundays: Morning Prayer, 9:30–10am. If you 
have been missing the time of shared prayer, join 
us before worship at 9:30 for a time of sharing 
and praying for the needs of our community. 
After the prayer time, you can stay on Zoom for 
worship or switch over to the YouTube channel.  
     Wednesdays: Sewing Group, 10am–1pm. The 
Sewing Group has resumed meeting in person at 
church starting at 10am on Wednesdays. At noon, 
those who can’t join them in person are welcome 
to “Zoom in” for their lunchtime social hour. 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the same 
“Meeting ID” for all of our programs and worship 
services. You can join online or call in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #    passcode: 42456 # 

Starting on July 18, and continuing through August, Pastor Kimberly will be preaching on 
Ephesians, the 10th book in the New Testament. Here are some useful things to know about 
Ephesians: 

• Although the salutation says that it was written by the apostle Paul, it was probably written 
about the year 90 ad, a generation after Paul died. It is likely that it was written by someone 
who admired Paul and was writing in his style.  

• The letter was not addressed to a particular congregation, but seems to have been written to 
circulate among many congregations. So it does not address particular issues in individual 
faith communities, but speaks to the faith of the whole church. 

• The writer of this letter wrote very long sentences. For example, Ephesians 1:3–14 is one 
sentence in the Greek. Figuring out how to divide the Greek into meaning-units and 
punctuate it so that it makes the same kind of sense in English is a challenge to translators. 

There are three major themes in Ephesians: 

1. the celebration of the establishment of unity between Jewish and Gentile Christians (a hotly 
contested problem in the genuine Pauline letters) 

2. the understanding that Christians are participating in a cosmic battle between good and evil, 
and God offers believers the “armor” of faith 

3. a “household code” or set of rules that is intended to establish faith and practice for a new 
generation. Part accommodation, part tacit acknowledgement that Jesus has not yet returned 
to gather the nations, this third theme is the place that differs the most from the genuine 
letters of Paul. 

https://zoom.us/j/8652748433

