
Announcements 

     1st and 3rd Wednesdays: UPC Choir, 7–8pm. Our 
choir meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month via Zoom, to learn the music that we record at 
home for use in our worship services. New members 
are always welcome!  
   Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm. Join us to talk 
about the events of the week and share what’s going 
on in our own lives. 

Staying connected: All are invited to join in  
our weekly group meetings that help us stay 
connected. These groups meet on Zoom, unless 
otherwise noted.  
     Mondays: Bible Study, 1–2pm (new time). 
We’re reading Evolution of the Word: The New 
Testament in the Order the Books Were Written 
by Marcus Borg. This book helps readers to 
understand the context, influences, and 
probable order of the New Testament books.  
If you’d like to join the group for this study, 
we’d be glad to have you with us — we can 
always order more books! 
     Wednesdays: Sewing Group lunch hour, 
12pm–1pm. The Sewing Group has resumed 
meeting in person at church starting at 10am on 
Wednesdays. At noon, those who can’t join them 
in person are welcome to Zoom in for their 
lunchtime social hour. Everyone is welcome; 
bring your lunch and enjoy the company.  

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We use the same 
“Meeting ID” for all of our programs and worship 
services. You can join online or call in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 
then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #   

and enter passcode: 42456 # 

Our worship service videos premiere on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 
To find the worship service, you can do any one of the following:  

      1. Go to our website upcbgm.org and use the navigation menu to go to our “Worship with Us” page 
upcbgm.org/worship-with-us. Scroll down and you’ll find the worship video. 

or, 2. Go to upcbgm.org/youtube and then click on “VIDEOS” below our name. The newest video should 
be the first one listed on our channel. 

or, 3. Go to YouTube.com and type “United Presbyterian Binghamton” in the Search bar, and then click 
on our channel in the search results: 

 United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 
 

Now click on “VIDEOS” below our name. The newest video should be the first one listed. 

or, 4. Go to the UPC Facebook page and look for the Post or the Event for our Sunday worship service, 

and click the link there. 

You do not need to have a Google/YouTube account to view the worship service. But, if you want to add any 
comments or chat during the premiere, you will need to be logged in. (You can create an account for free if 
you don’t have one already.)  

https://zoom.us/j/8652748433
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://upcbgm.org/
https://upcbgm.org/worship-with-us/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://youtube.com/
https://facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/


Everyone is welcome here 

      Our worship service is premiering live on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 
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Welcome to the Celebration! 

April 11, 2021  •  10:00am 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
 

 Joyful, joyful, Lord, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, hail thee as the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 
 

  Words: Henry Van Dyke. Music: Ludwig von Beethoven. Public Domain. 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)  by Sarah Are 

 One: So much in life is unpredictable. 

 All: Life begins and ends. 

 One: The weather changes. 

 All: Love surprises us. 

 One: Doors close. 

Others open. 

Life is unpredictable, 

 All: But what we can count on is finding God in this space; 

 One: For here we gather and all are welcome. 

 All: So bring your questions and concerns, your doubts and wonderings, 

 One: for in the midst of this unpredictable life, we can predict this: 

 All: Love lives here. Let us worship God. 

 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “Christ Is Alive!” (see next page) 

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (responsive) 

 One: Holy One, you know that there are times when we are overcome by fear,  

when our faith fails, when we close ourselves off to you, times when we  

ignore the needs of others.  

 All: Lord, forgive us.  

 One: When shadows surrounds us, show us the radiant power of your light.  

When we hold on to our worldly possessions with tight fists, help us to use 

our resources for the glory of your realm. When our differences threaten to 

divide us, draw us together in the unity of your perfect love. 

 All: Christ, forgive us.  

 One: We grieve the ways in which we have caused pain; the ways in which we  

have fallen short, the ways in which we have turned away from the suffering  

in our world.  

 All: Spirit, forgive us. 
 

   (a time of silent prayer) 
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 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: Beloveds, God does not abandon us to the systems that destroy. 

 All: God does not bind us to our regrets, 

 One: or forever hold us to what we once believed. 

 All: God says, come and follow!  

 One: Know forgiveness and sin no more. 

 All: Love abounds. And Justice shall be manifest! 

 One: Wherever new life is desired, may the peace of Christ be welcomed among us. 

 All: Thanks be to God, who leads us to new life. 

 

We Hear the Word 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 FOCUS LESSON   John 20:26–31 (NRSV) 

26 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

27 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 
29 

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

     
30 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. 
31 

But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 REFLECTIONS    “Unraveled: When the Unimaginable Happens”    Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (verses 1, 3, 5) 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together)  by Sarah Are 

I believe in God, the Great Weaver —  

who weaves us together in community,  

collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit —  

who hems us in before and behind,  

catching us when we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative.  

And I believe in Jesus Christ —  

who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out,  

refusing to write off anyone as scrap.  

I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,  

making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.  

I believe the fabric of my life is weak,  

that I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.  

I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,  

she is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.  

And I believe that when life unravels,  

God is there to stitch my wounds together,  

to hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love,  

and to invite me into a new journey. Amen!  
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 OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

  OFFERTORY   “You Raise Me Up” 
 

  When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary; when troubles come and my heart burdened be; 

  then, I am still and wait here in the silence, until you come and sit awhile with me. 
 

  You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; you raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 

  I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; you raise me up to more than I can be. 
 

  There is no life, no life without its hunger; each restless heart beats so imperfectly; 

  but when you come and I am filled with wonder, sometimes, I think I glimpse eternity.  
 

  You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; you raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 

  I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; you raise me up to more than I can be. 
 

   Words: Brendan Graham. Music: Rolf Løvland; arr. Tracey Craig McKibben. © 2002 Peermusic (UK) Ltd. (Admin.  

   Peermusic III, Ltd.) and Universal Music Publishing (Admin. Universal - Polygram International Publishing). 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

Loving God, we come to you in thanksgiving, 

knowing that all we are and all we have is a gift from you. 

In faith and love, help us to do your will. 

We offer to you this day all the facets of our lives, 

whether it be at home, at work, or at school — 

to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy. 

Give us the wisdom and insight to understand your will for us 

and the energy to carry out our good intentions. 

We offer our gifts of time, talent and possessions to you as a true act of 

faith, to reflect our love for you and our neighbor. 

Help us to reach out to others as you our God have reached out to us. Amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive) 

As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 SONG OF SENDING   “I Then Shall Live” 

    from UPC’s worship service, February 9, 2020 

 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate


Words: Gloria Gaither, © 1981 Gaither Music Company (Admin. Gaither Copyright Mgmt.). Music: Jean Sibelius;  

arr. Hymnal 1933, © 1933, 1961 Presbyterian Board of Education (Admin. Westminster John Knox Press).  
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We invite you to join us in the Zoom room https://upcbgm.org/zoom 

for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Portions of this service are from “Unraveled: Seeking God When Our Plans Fall Apart” | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Hymns are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Cindy Chadwick 

Music and Technology  Aimee Backus, Victoria Barics, Margaret Davis, Scott Kindig,  

Shawn Landon, Sara Lieberman, Ken Mebert, Rebecca Mebert, Starletta Noll-Long,  

Emma Schenemann, Austin Shadduck, Lene Weiss, Phil Westcott, David Williams 

 BLESSING by John O’Donohue 

May the nourishment of the earth be yours. 

May the clarity of light be yours. 

May the fluency of the ocean be yours. 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 

 

And so may a slow 

wind work these words 

of love around you, 

an invisible cloak 

to mind your life. 

 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom
sanctifiedart.org

