
Everyone is welcome here 

      Our worship service is premiering live on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Sunday, January 17, 2021  •  10:00am 

https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://upcbgm.org/
mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/


Welcome to the Celebration! 

January 17, 2021  •  10:00am 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

  OFFERTORY   “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown” 
 

   Music: Erik Routley. © 1971 Carl Fischer., Inc. 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: God who made us, 

 All: who has always known us 

 One: and placed your mark upon us, 

 All: we praise your holy name. 
 

 One: God who saves us, 

 All: who became flesh for us 

 One: and  gave your life for us, 

 All: we praise your holy name. 
 

 One: God who empowers us, 

 All: who breathes life within us 

 One: and daily sustains us, 

 All: we praise your holy name. 
 

 One: Holy and blessed Trinity, 

 All: the oneness that binds us 

 One: and presence around us, 

 All: we praise your holy name. 

 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult” (see next page) 

    from UPC’s worship service, February 24, 2019 

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) 

God who knows us inside and out. You created us to have different experiences 

 of you and taught us to respond to you with gifts of gratitude.  

We have worked to collect and recollect abundance.  

We have toiled and felt the weight of the unknown future.  

But we come now in earnest hope and faith to offer what we have,  

 to do what we can, and to let go of the outcome. 
 

 (a time of silent prayer) 
 

Amen! 

 



Words: Cecil F. Alexander. Music: William H. Jude. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: Beloveds, God does not abandon us to the systems that destroy. 

 All: God does not bind us to our regrets, 

 One: or forever hold us to what we once believed. 

 All: God says, come and follow! 

 One: Know forgiveness and sin no more. 

 All: Love abounds. And Justice shall be manifest! 

 One: Wherever new life is desired, may the peace of Christ be welcomed among us. 

 All: Thanks be to God, who leads us to new life. 

 

We Hear the Word 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 SCRIPTURE   John 1:43–51 

 

 REFLECTIONS  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “Be Thou My Vision” (see next page) 

    from UPC’s worship service, March 22, 2020 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (responsive) from the writings of Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 One: I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events which surround us. 

 All: I refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war, that peace, 

brotherhood and sisterhood are not possible. 

 One: I believe there is an urgent need for people to overcome oppression and 

violence, without resorting to violence and oppression. 

 All: I believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, a way 

which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of this 

way is love. 

 One: I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in 

reality.  

 All: I believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant. 

 One: I believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, 

education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for 

their spirits. 

 All: I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, other-centered 

people can build up. By the goodness of God at work within people, I 

believe that brokenness can be healed.  
 

 One: “And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and everyone will sit under 

their own vine and fig tree, and none shall be afraid.” 

 All: Amen! 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate


Words: Ancient Irish poem; trans. Mary E. Byrne; vers. Eleanor Hull, alt. Music: Irish ballad; harm. 

David Evans, from the Revised Church Hymnary 1927, © 1927 Oxford University Press. Used by 

Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



 OFFERTORY   “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
 

 Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty;  

 Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea.  

 Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;  

 Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;  

 Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on till victory is won.  
 

 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn had died;  

 Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet come to the place for which our fathers sighed?  

 We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; we have come, treading our path  

 through the blood of the slaughtered out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last  

 where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast.  
 

 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;  

 Thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we pray.  

 Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;  

 Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;  

 Shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.  
 

  Words: James Weldon Johnson. Music: J. Rosamond Johnson. Public Domain  

 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

God, whose giving knows no ending, 

we offer up the treasure that you have entrusted to us; 

we offer up the skills and time that you have graciously given to us; 

we offer up ourselves in service and praise. 

Receive these gifts by your grace. 

Multiply and use them through the power of the Holy Spirit 

to accomplish Christ’s work of love in the world.  Amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive) 

As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Bless Each Other on the Way 

 SONG OF SENDING   “Grace Alone” (see next page) 

    from UPC’s worship service, March 29, 2020 



Words and Music by Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson. © 1998 Maranatha! Music (Admin. The Copyright Company).  

Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

Refrain 

1. 
2. 

Grace Alone 



We invite you to join us in the Zoom room https://upcbgm.org/zoom 

for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Hymns are reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press,  

and from Worship & Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Bill Sands 

Music and Technology  Aimee Backus, Victoria Barics, Margaret Davis, Scott Kindig,  

Shawn Landon, Sara Lieberman, Ken Mebert, Rebecca Mebert, Starletta Noll-Long,  

Emma Schenemann, Austin Shadduck, Phil Westcott, and David Williams 

BLESSING    

As we depart, 

Be who you are called to be. 

In any and in all the ways you can 

Seek justice. 

Resist evil. 

Stand strong against the powers of death 

And all death’s works and wiles. 

Add your voice. 

Move your feet. 

Extend your hands. 

And because it just might, 

Hold on to that long arc of history 

like your life depends on it. 

Hold on 

With as little or as much strength you have 

So that together we might help it continue to bend in the direction of justice. 

And peace. 

And hope. 

And promise. 

For you and for me. 

For us and for them. 

For all of the children of God. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Go now and be Peace. 

Amen. 

 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Staying connected: All are invited to join in our weekly 
group meetings that help us stay connected. These groups 
meet on Zoom, unless otherwise noted.  
     Mondays: Bible Study, 12–1pm. We’re reading “Evolution 
of the Word: the New Testament in the Order the Books 
Were Written” by Marcus Borg. Professor Borg was a 
distinguished scholar of the New Testament, and this book 
is in many respects a summation of his life’s work, helping 
readers to understand the context, influences, and probable 
order of the New Testament books. If you’d like to join the 
group for this study, we’d be glad to have you with us — we 
can always order more books! 
     If you would like to read and study this book, but you 
can’t make it to a Monday noon study, let Pastor Kimberly 
know of your interest and the best time for you to 
participate. We’d be happy to start another class! 
     Wednesdays: Sewing Group, 12pm–1pm: The Sewing 
Group meets Wednesdays at noon for their lunchtime social 
hour. Everyone is welcome; bring your own lunch and enjoy 
the company.  
     1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7–8pm: The UPC choir meets  
on the first and third Wednesdays of each month via Zoom, 
to learn the music that we record at home for use in our 
worship services. Our next rehearsal will be on Weds., 
January 20. New members are always welcome!  
     Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm: Join us to talk about the 
events of the week and share what’s going on in our own 
lives. 

Announcements 

A note from the kitchen: We now deliver 
meals to people in emergency housing at 
the Del Motel on Upper Court St. We send 
about 22 meals there on Tuesdays. We’re 
looking for volunteers that are willing to 
deliver these meals between 3:00 and 
4:00 on those days. 
     Also, a lot of our guests are asking for 
socks. If you’d like to donate some, you 
can bring them to the church Monday 
through Friday between 9am and 4pm, or 
contact us if you need us to pick them up 
from you. 
     Sherry can be reached at 607-218-2240 
(voice or text) or meal@upcbgm.org, or 
via Facebook Messenger to our page 
@UPCBinghamton. 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: We 
use the same “Meeting ID” for all of our 
programs and worship services. You can 
join online or call in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 
then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #   

and enter passcode: 42456 

Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, January 31, at 11:15am  
on the Zoom meeting platform 

The annual meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of the United Presbyterian Church 
of Binghamton will be held online this year on January 31, immediately following the 
worship service and coffee hour in the Zoom room, https://upcbgm.org/zoom. (Further 
instructions for accessing the Zoom room can be found below.) 
 The purpose of the meeting is to elect officers and the nominating committee, to receive 
the budget, to renew the congregational covenant with the pastors, to hear the reports of the 
ministries and teams, and to conduct any other business proper to the ongoing work of the 
congregation.  
 Voting will be handled electronically, using the “Raise Hand” feature of the Zoom 
platform. If you have concerns about your ability to participate, please let the office know 
and we will see what arrangements can be made. 

https://zoom.us/j/8652748433
https://upcbgm.org/zoom


Our worship service videos premiere on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 
To find the worship service, you can do any one of the following:  

      1. Go to our website upcbgm.org and use the navigation menu to go to our “Worship with Us” 
page upcbgm.org/worship-with-us. Scroll down and you’ll find the worship video. 

or, 2. Go to upcbgm.org/youtube. The newest video should be the first one listed on our channel. 

or, 3. Go to YouTube.com and type “United Presbyterian Binghamton” in the Search bar, and 
then click on our channel in the search results: 

 United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

 

or, 4. Go to the UPC Facebook page and look for the Post or the Event for our Sunday worship 
service, and click the link there. 

You do not need to have a Google/YouTube account to view the worship service. But, if you want 
to add any comments or chat during the premiere, you will need to be logged in. (You can create 
an account for free if you don’t have one already.)  

https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://upcbgm.org/
https://upcbgm.org/worship-with-us/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://youtube.com/
https://facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/

