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The Feast of All Saints 

November 29, 2020 •  10:00 a.m. 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

  MUSIC: French melody, 15th c.; harm. Thomas Helmore. Public Domain. 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

We light one candle for hope.  

Because the world is broken and the wait is long,  

but hope just won’t let go.  

Hope holds space for all our longings  

lingers on the edge of harsh reality  

like the dawn gently awakening the sky.  

“Keep awake,” she whispers,  

“for the world is being made new.”  

So we light one candle, because it only takes one:  

Christ with us. 
 

 [The first Advent candle is lit.] 
 

 One: Let us pray: 

 All: O God of our Hope, come: 

As we begin this Advent journey, lead us toward hope. 

May we be transformed by your word 

of peace, of comfort, of healing. 

Make us vessels of your hope, 

as we pour forth your healing balm of love 

to soothe our hurting world. 

We ask this through Christ, our Savior and our Hope. 

Amen!  

 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (see next page) 

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) 

We cry out with Isaiah, O God, 

“Tear open the heavens and come down!” 

But the truth is 

we want it only if you are on our side, 

if you are a hero that will bring rescue without consequences. 

We want you to bring fear to those we name as enemies. 

But we also want comfort and joy, and we don’t want the stress 

of being reshaped by your hands 

so that we can build something new 

that will be a place of refuge and justice for all people. (continued )  

 



WORDS and MUSIC: Geonyong Lee, © 1988; English trans. Marion Pope. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

So help us to see clearly 

both our weaknesses and your strength. 

Help us to transform our fear into hope — for ourselves, 

for our children, for our world. 

Cast out our sin and enter in 

that we may see your glory dawning,  

today and every day. 
 

 (a time of silent prayer) 
 

Amen! 

 



 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: Hope makes the breakthrough  

 All: as new paths are explored  

and new opportunities are welcomed. 

 One: Hope makes the breakthrough  

 All: as old patterns are changed  

and fresh visions are grasped. 

 One: In the hopeful freedom of the Spirit, we are renewed people. 

 All: Love abounds. And Justice shall be manifest! 

 One: Wherever new life is desired,  

may the peace of Christ be welcomed among us. 

 All: Thanks be to God, who leads us to new beginnings!  

 

We Hear the Word 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON   Isaiah 64:1–9 

 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART    

 

 REFLECTIONS “Hopes and Fears” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (see next page) 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (responsive) Advent Credo, Alan Boesak, 1983 

 One: It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction 

and loss — 

 All: This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting 

life; 

 One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and 

poverty, death, and destruction — 

 All: This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly. 

 One: It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war 

and destruction rule forever — 

 All: This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called 

wonderful councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 

 One: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule 

the world — 

 All: This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I am 

with you, even until the end of the world. 

 One: It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are 

the prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers — 

 All: This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and 

daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your old 

men shall have dreams. 

 One: It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human 

dignity of peace are not meant for this earth and for this history — 

(continued )  



WORDS: Latin, 9th c.; trans. John M. Neale; verses 3 & 4 trans. Henry S. Coffin. MUSIC: French melody, 15th c.; harm. Thomas 

Helmore. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



 All: This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall 

worship God in spirit and in truth. 

 One: So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see visions of 

love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, 

with courage:  

 All: Jesus Christ — the life of the world.  Amen! 

 

 OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

  OFFERTORY   “A Soalin’ ” 
 

  Hey ho, nobody home. Meat nor drink nor money, have I none, yet shall we be merry. 
 

  Refrain: Soul, a soul, a soul cake, please, good missus, a soul cake? 

    An apple, a pear, a plum, a cherry, any good thing to make us all merry! 

    One for Peter, two for Paul, three for Him who made us all. 
 

  God bless the master of this house and the mistress also, and all the little children  

  who ’round your table grow, the cattle in your stable, the dog by your front door,  

  and all that dwell within your gates; we wish you ten times more. [Refrain] 
 

  Go down into the cellar and see what you can find; if the barrels are not empty,  

  we hope you will be kind. We hope you will be kind with your apple and strawber’, 

  for we’ll come, we’ll come no more till this time next year. [Refrain] 
 

  The streets are very dirty, my shoes are very thin; I have a little pocket  

  to put a penny in. If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny will do;  

  if you haven’t got a ha’penny then God bless you! [Refrain] 
 

  Now to the Lord, sing praises all you within this place, 

  and with true love and brotherhood, each other now embrace. 

  This holy tide of Christmas, of beauty, and of grace: Oh, tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

   WORDS and MUSIC: Traditional English folk songs, ca. 16th c.; additional lyrics and arr. Paul Stookey, Tracy Batteaste,  

   and Elaina Mezzetti, © 1962. All rights reserved. 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

May our offerings, gladly given, enable the church to support all people in 

making choices that will bring glory to you, and bring closer the day when 

we will all live in you realm of peace and justice.  Amen! 

 

We Gather at the Lord’s Table, Where All Are Welcome 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; 

whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 

hope-filled or hope-less: 

what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
 

Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 

in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 

that we need prepare for it. 

And so we gather at the table to begin the journey together 

to make the space in our lives 

where love might be born.                                                (continued )  
 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate


Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 

Together, let us practice being ready 

in the faith that Christ will come. 

 

 WORDS OF REMEMBERING 

There is a sacred story that goes way back, 

older than ancestors, older than anything here, 

to wind blowing over waters. 

God’s love was in a garden, 

and a flood-drenched rainbow. 

God’s love was in a desert tent, 

barley fields for gleaning, 

a slingshot, 

a mythically big fish,  

and a new-thingled way in the wilderness. 

There is a sacred story that goes back 

to a mother in a barn, 

a foster father, and skyfully distanced angels. 

We love stories, especially this one 

of the baby named Jesus, loved 

by a cow, three magi, and many shepherds, 

who grew up, healed people, 

told awkward parables, 

and made people angry. 

At Passover he broke unleavened bread, 

and poured wine and himself — 

for saints who slept when he needed friends. 

But the Shelter-in-every-place of Love 

gave that time full of death 

a hope of waking to Resurrection 

and an Emmaus of self-understanding. 

And so now we come, 

clothed in our own sad times, 

bearing witness to the light and to the love 

that never lets us go. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

We remember the witness of Jesus to challenge the empires of the world, to stop at 

nothing to declare God’s love for all people. 
 

We remember how the world responded to Jesus’ ministry and teaching, by killing 

him. 
 

And we remember God’s bold challenge to the world in bringing Jesus back to life. 

And because of all this, we dare to remember the night when Christ was betrayed. 
 

Gathered at table with his closest followers, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this. Eat this. It is my body, given for you. 

Do this, and remember me.” 

(continued )  
 



After supper he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it also, saying,“This is the cup 

of a new and everlasting covenant, poured out willingly and lovingly. Drink this, and 

remember me.” 
 

And so we remember, and we reconnect with one another in this season, and as we 

invite Christ anew into our hearts, so we rededicate ourselves to proclaiming in 

word and deed Christ’s realm. Amen! 

 

 PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (together) 

Bless us and bless these gifts. 

May the Spirit rest upon this time and this table, 

surrounded tenderly by our memories of saints 

as on sacred times and tables long ago, 

(breaking, touching, or lifting bread )  

so that this loaf may be broken love, 

(pouring, touching, or lifting cup) 

and this cup a well of blessing, 

for we pray in the words of our ancestors 

that we claim as our own … 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Bless Each Other on the Way 

 SONG OF SENDING   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 1, 3, and 4; see next page) 

 

 BLESSING EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive)  

 One: Peace be with you. Righteousness be in you. 

 All: Comfort be among you. Faithfulness be around you. 

 One: Go out into the world reminded of God’s steadfastness, 

 All: Revealing God’s glory, redefining this season of waiting  

into preparation for the dawn of God’s holy light.  Amen! 

 

 THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 

We invite you to join us in the Zoom room https://upcbgm.org/zoom 

for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom


WORDS: Phillips Brooks. MUSIC: Lewis H. Redner. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



Hymns are reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press,  

and from Worship & Rejoice, © 2001 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Readers  Sally Hunt,  

Suzanne Souza, and Laurie White  ~  Music and Technology  Aimee Backus, Ernest Backus,  

Victoria Barics, Scott Kindig, Sara Lieberman, Rebecca Mebert, Starletta Noll-Long,  

Elikem Nyamuame, Austin Shadduck, Phil Westcott, David Williams 

Announcements 

Staying connected: All are invited to join in our weekly group 
meetings that help us stay connected. These groups meet on 
Zoom, unless otherwise noted.  
     Mondays: Noon Bible Study, 12–1pm 
     Wednesdays: Sewing Group, 12pm–1pm: The Sewing Group 
meets Wednesdays at noon for their lunchtime social hour. Every-
one is welcome; bring your own lunch and enjoy the company.  
     1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7–8pm: The UPC choir meets on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month via Zoom. Our next 
rehearsal is on Weds., December 2. New members are always 
welcome!  
     Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm: Join us to talk about the events 
of the week and share what’s going on in our own lives. 

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”: 
We use the same “Meeting ID” for  
all of our programs and worship 
services. You can join online or call 
in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call:  
1-646-558-8656 

then enter Meeting ID:  
865 274 8433 #   

and enter passcode: 42456 

Our worship service videos premiere on our YouTube channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

To find the worship service, you can do any one of the following:  

      1. Go to our website upcbgm.org and use the navigation menu to go to our “Worship 

with Us” page upcbgm.org/worship-with-us. Scroll down and you’ll find the 

worship video. 

or, 2. Go to upcbgm.org/youtube. The newest video should be the first one listed on our 

channel. 

or, 3. Go to YouTube.com and type “United Presbyterian Binghamton” in the Search bar, 

and then click on our channel in the search results: 

 
 United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

 

or, 4. Go to the UPC Facebook page and look for the Post or the Event for our Sunday 

worship service, and click the link there. 

You do not need to have a Google/YouTube account to view the worship service. But, if you 

want to add any comments or chat during the premiere, you will need to be logged in. (You 

can create an account for free if you don’t have one already.)  

https://zoom.us/j/8652748433
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://upcbgm.org/
https://upcbgm.org/worship-with-us/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://youtube.com/
https://facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/

