
Everyone is welcome here 

      Our worship service is premiering live on our YouTube Channel: upcbgm.org/youtube 

Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Sunday, October 25, 2020  •  10:00am 

https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://upcbgm.org/
mailto:office@upcbgm.org
https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate
https://www.facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/


Welcome to the Celebration! 

October 25, 2020  •  10:00am 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “There Is a Balm in Gilead” from UPC’s worship service, March 8, 2020 
 

  There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

  there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 

  Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, 

  but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 
 

  If you cannot sing like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul, 

  you can tell the love of Jesus and say, “He died for all.” 
 

   “There Is a Balm in Gilead” words and music by William L. Dawson, from Jeremiah 8:22. 

   © 1949 William L. Dawson, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: In worship we tell a story:  

 All: A story of an unfettered love that changed the world.  

 One: In worship we tell a story:  

 All: A story of how we live and how we long to live.  

 One: In worship we tell a story:  

 All: Because we are forgetful people.  

 One: So may we remember who we are.  

 All: May we release the narratives that trap us.  

 One: May we reimagine this world to see what God sees.  

 All: And may we work toward restoration.  

 One: It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard.  

 All: Let us worship holy God. 

 

 SONG OF GATHERING   “God! When Human Bonds Are Broken” (see next page) 

    from UPC’s worship service, March 22, 2020 

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) 

Holy God,  

To restore is to bring back; 

So today we bring our hearts back to you, 

 our thoughts back to love, 

 and our prayers back to peace. 

We try to stay in this place, but we confess, it’s never been that easy for us.  

We flirt with reconciliation and then back away.  

We come face-to-face with an opportunity for justice, but get scared.  

We are offered an opportunity to re-write our story, but we lose our way.  

Bring us back to this moment.  

Bring us back to your story where brothers extend grace to one another 

 and even the one who denied it was forgiven.  

Bring us back. Restore us. Forgive us. 
 

 (a time of silent prayer) 
 

Amen! 

 



Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive) 

 One: Beloveds, God does not abandon us to the systems that destroy. 

 All: God does not bind us to our regrets, 

 One: or forever hold us to what we once believed. 

 All: God says, come and follow! 

 One: Know forgiveness and sin no more. 

 All: Love abounds. And Justice shall be manifest! 

 One: Wherever new life is desired, may the peace of Christ be welcomed among us. 

 All: Thanks be to God, who leads us on paths of resurrection.  

 

We Hear the Word 

 FIRST LESSON   John 21:1–14 

 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 



 SECOND LESSON   Genesis 33:1–17 

 

 CONVERSATION 4: OUR MONEY STORY 

 

 REFLECTIONS  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

 SONG OF RESPONSE   “He Came Singing Love” (see next page) 

 

 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (responsive) 

 One: We believe in a restoring God,  

 All: who restores our bodies through the gift of Sabbath.  
 

 One: We believe in a restoring God,  

 All: who restores our souls through the gift of grace and second chances. 
 

 One: We believe in a restoring God,  

 All: who restores this hurting world through the gift of mercy and God’s son 

Jesus Christ.  
 

 One: And we believe in a restoring God who invites us to join in this restoration 

work.  

 All As people of faith, we seek to restore creation to God 

 by feeding the hungry, loving our neighbors, 

  forgiving seventy times seven, welcoming the children, 

seeing all, loving all, and living like we belong to all.  
 

 One: And so we will work until God’s promised day.  

 All: This we believe.  Amen! 

 

 OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office. 
 

  OFFERTORY   “Canon of Grace” 
 

   MUSIC: Arr. Linda Lamb, incorporating “Canon in D” by Johann Pachelbel and “Amazing Grace”.  

   © 2000 Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

Holy God, we are not sure what restoration for this world will look like, 

But we’re pretty sure it’ll feel like belonging— 

 a meal where all are fed, 

 a place where all are welcomed, 

 and a table with a seat saved for each and every one of us. 
 

Remind us of this truth in the coming day,  

and continue to restore all of us to you.  

Gratefully we pray.  Amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive) 

As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: hear our prayer. 

 

https://upcbgm.org/giving/donate


WORDS and MUSIC: Colin Gibson. © 1994 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Bless Each Other on the Way 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

 SONG OF SENDING   “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (see next page) 

    from UPC’s worship service, April 24, 2016 

 

 BLESSING EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive) 

 One: May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths,  

and superficial relationships, so that we may live deeply within our hearts. 

 All: May God bless us with anger  

at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,  

so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 One: May God bless us with tears to shed  

for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,  

so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them  

and turn their pain into joy. 

 All: May God bless us with enough foolishness  

to believe that we can make a difference in this world,  

so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. (continued )  



Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 



 One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it, 

 All: May we remember to look up at the stars and wonder.  Amen! 

 

 THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE    

“Namaste” is a Sanskrit greeting that means “the divine within me bows to the divine 

within you.” The greeting includes a slight bow with palms pressed together. 
 

In these social distancing days, it is a greeting that we can share across distance, 

and still be connected. So I say to you, and invite you to say to each other, both now 

as we close our time in worship and when we gather for our virtual coffee hour: 
 

Namaste. 

We invite you to join us in the Zoom room https://upcbgm.org/zoom 

for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”. 

To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433, passcode 42456 

Hymns are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice. © 2001 Hope Publishing Company. Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig 

Guests  Rev. Rachel Helgeson and Rev. Pat Raube  ~  Reader  Phil Westcott 

Music and Technology  Aimee Backus, Andy Chadwick, Joan Kellam,  

Scott Kindig, Sharon Landon, Sara Lieberman, Rebecca Mebert, Julia Naldjian,  

Starletta Noll-Long, Austin Shadduck, Phil Westcott, Aaron Whitney,  

David Williams, the United Ringers, and the UPC Choir 

The words in this morning’s liturgy are adapted from Our Money Story: Words for  

Worship, written by Sarah Are  |  A Sanctified Art LLC  |  sanctifiedart.org 

https://upcbgm.org/zoom
https://sanctifiedart.org


Announcements 

Ordination & Installation of Hilary Island
-Thomas — Sunday, Nov. 1st, 3pm: The 
Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley will be 
ordaining and installing Hilary Island-
Thomas to serve as temporary pastor of the 
Charlotte Valley Presbyterian Church. The 
service will be streamed over Zoom. 
     The Commission on Ministry extends  
this invitation: “In this time of COVID 
restrictions, many who would normally 
attend an ordination won’t be able to be 
there. We would still like to surround Hilary 
with a presbytery’s worth of laying on of 
hands. We have a way you can participate, 
even if you will be watching from home. 
     “All ordained elders, deacons, and 
ministers are asked to make an outline of 
their hand with their name written in the 
middle of it. You can do this on any color 
paper you wish or even take a photograph 
of your outstretched hand as an option. We 
will incorporate these into the prayer of 
ordination when those present will also lay 
their hands on Hilary. Please mail the paper 
or email the photo to the addresses below.  
  Rev. Lisa Heckman 
  3 Cedar Ct., Endwell, NY 13760 
  COMchair@susvalpresby.org 
     “Please get your hands to Lisa by 
October 29th. Thanks in advance for being 
a part of Hilary’s and CVPC’s special day!” 

Feast of All Saints — Sunday, Nov. 1: We will be 
celebrating with our traditional Bouquet of 
Remembrance, but in order to do so we need your help! 
     If someone you love has died in 2019–20, we would 
like to bring you a memorial flower to keep for yourself 
and also a flower to place in the bouquet. One of the 
pastors or members of Session will come to your home to 
visit briefly — outdoors, masked, and distanced. We’ll 
take a short video or a photo of you holding both flowers 
and naming your loved one, and then that will be shown 
while Pastor Becky and Pastor Kimberly place the flowers 
in the bouquet. You should let us know as soon as 
possible if you would like to be included in this 
remembrance so that we can schedule the brief visits on 
or around Oct. 25. 
     If there is someone from years past that you would 
like to remember, please send us the name and (if 
possible) a photo of the person you are remembering. 
Pastor Kimberly and Pastor Becky will read their names 
and place a flower in the bouquet for them, and we will 
have a slide show featuring our “communion of saints” 
during the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The Bouquet 
of Remembrance will be the centerpiece of the table on 
which the elements are consecrated. 
     If you need help with photos or video, please call Scott 
in the church office and let him know. 

Staying connected: All are invited to join in our weekly 
group meetings that help us stay connected. With COVID 
cases on the rise again in Broome County, we’ve gone 
back to meeting only on Zoom, not in person.  
     Mondays: Noon Bible Study, 12–1pm 
     Wednesdays: Sewing Group, 12pm–1pm: The Sewing 
Group meets Wednesdays at noon for their lunchtime 
social hour. Everyone is welcome; bring your own lunch 
and enjoy the company.  
     1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7–8pm: The UPC choir 
meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each month 
via Zoom. Our next rehearsal is on Weds., October 21. 
New members are always welcome!  
     Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm: Join us to talk about 
the events of the week and share what’s going on in our 
own lives.  

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”:  
We use the same “Meeting ID” for all of our 
programs and worship services. You can join 
online or call in on your phone. 

To join online: upcbgm.org/zoom 

To dial as a phone call: 1-646-558-8656 
Then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 

Then enter passcode: 42456 

mailto:COMchair@susvalpresby.org
https://zoom.us/j/8652748433


PLEASE NOTE 

Our worship services have moved! 
Our worship service videos premiere on our YouTube channel [United Presbyterian 
Church of Binghamton] — they’re not on our Facebook page anymore. 

    To find the worship service, you can do any one of the following:  

      1. Go to our website upcbgm.org and use the navigation menu to go  
to our “Worship with Us” page upcbgm.org/worship-with-us. Scroll down 
and you’ll find the worship video. 

or, 2. Go to upcbgm.org/youtube. The newest video should be the first one listed 
on our channel. 

or, 3. Go to YouTube.com and type “United Presbyterian Binghamton” in the Search 
bar, and then click on our channel in the search results: 

 
 United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

 

or, 4. Go to the UPC Facebook page and look for the Post or the Event for our 
Sunday worship service, and click the link there. 

You do not need to have a Google/YouTube account to view the worship service. But, 
if you want to add any comments or chat during the premiere, you will need to be 
logged in. (You can create an account for free if you don’t have one already.)  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrCdSVuLHH3dPyed8CH-Btg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrCdSVuLHH3dPyed8CH-Btg
https://upcbgm.org/
https://upcbgm.org/worship-with-us/
https://upcbgm.org/youtube/
https://youtube.com/
https://facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/

