Everyone is welcome here

Sunday, September 13, 2020 • 10:00am
Our worship service is livestreaming on Facebook: facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos
Join via phone call on Zoom: +1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433 #

Welcome to the Celebration!
September 13, 2020 • 10:00am
We Gather as a Community of Faith
GATHERING MUSIC “In the Day of Need”
WORDS OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
One: I cry out to you from the depths, O Holy One:
All: my Lord, listen to my voice!
Let your ears pay close attention to my request for mercy!
One: If you kept track of sins, Holy One —
who would stand a chance?
All: But forgiveness is with you —
that’s why you are honored.
One: I hope, O Holy One.
All: My whole being hopes,
and I wait for God’s promise.
One: My whole being waits for the Holy One —
more than the night watch waits for morning;
All: yes, more than the night watch waits for morning!
One: People of God, wait for the Holy One!
All: Because faithful love is with the LORD;
One: because great redemption is with our God!
All: The Holy One will redeem God’s people
from all our sin.
SONG OF GATHERING In the Day of Need (see next page)
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together)
Spirit of God,
when paths of transformation
lead me into times of wilderness —
periods of learning and unlearning,
realities winding and unruly,
may your presence be my steady companion.
If I feel afraid
of the unfamiliar or unknown —
a stranger to where you are leading,
remind me I do not go alone.
All who seek your Wisdom are wandering.
When I forget, remind me this is part of Love’s work.
Help me to be patient with my journey,
letting Love set the pace.
(continued )

Psalm 130

WORDS: Christopher Idle, alt.; para. Psalm 20. MUSIC: Norman Warren. © 1973 Jubilate Hymns (Admin. Hope Publishing
Company). Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067

If I feel ashamed,
confronted by regrets,
embarrassed by ignorance,
or trapped by snares of guilt…
may your grace be near,
and let courage steady my way.
Lead me more deeply into the heart of Love.
In the company of your promises,
faith shall be my guide.
(a time of silent prayer)
Amen!

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE (responsive)
One: Our God is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
All: Our God is good to all,
God’s compassion is over all that God has made.
One: Our God is faithful in all his words,
and gracious in all his deeds.
All: Our God upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down.
One: Rest in God’s abundant love, be filled with God’s compassion,
and accept the grace so freely offered.
All: Thanks be to God!

We Hear the Word
TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
SCRIPTURE Exodus 2:11–25
REFLECTIONS

Rev. Kimberly P Chastain

We Respond to the Word
SONG OF RESPONSE Our Father, We Have Wandered (see next page)
WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together)
from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and we serve.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks,
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!
OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/giving/donate or by sending a check to the church office.
OFFERTORY “Shenandoah”

United Ringers handchime choir

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together)
God of grace, help us live and give in your kingdom of love,
where there are no enemies, only brothers and sisters,
and kindness is the air we breathe. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen!

Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive)
As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond:
One: Lord, in your loving kindness,
All: hear our prayer.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen!

We Bless Each Other on the Way
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS
SONG OF SENDING God of Grace and God of Glory, verses 1, 3, 5 (see next page)
from UPC’s worship service, December 1, 2019

BLESSING EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive)
One: May God bless us with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,
so that we may live deeply within our hearts.
All: May God bless us with anger
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
One: May God bless us with tears to shed
for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them
and turn their pain into joy.
All: May God bless us with enough foolishness
to believe that we can make a difference in this world,
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.
One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it,
All: May we remember to look up at the stars and wonder. Amen!
THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
“Namaste” is a Sanskrit greeting that means “the divine within me bows to the divine
within you.” The greeting includes a slight bow with palms pressed together.
In these social distancing days, it is a greeting that we can share across distance,
and still be connected. So I say to you, and invite you to say to each other, both now
as we close our time in worship and when we gather for our virtual coffee hour:
Namaste.

We invite you to join us in the Zoom room https://upcbgm.org/zoom
for a time of sharing and fellowship — our “virtual coffee hour”.
To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #

WORDS: Harry Emerson Fosdick, alt.
MUSIC: John Hughes. Public Domain.

Announcements
Staying connected: All are invited to join in
our weekly group meetings that help us stay
connected. The groups have begun to meet
in a “hybrid” format, with some people
gathering in person (safely distanced) and
others joining us via Zoom. It’s always great
to see each other, even if some of us can’t
attend in person.
Mondays: Noon Bible Study, 12–1pm:
We’ll gather in person at the church, with a
Zoom call open, to continue our study of 1st
Maccabees. It would be good to have you
with us, either in-person or via Zoom.
Wednesdays: Sewing Group, 10am–
1pm: Our Sewing Group has resumed
meeting at the church. They meet on
Wednesdays starting at 10am in the Upper
Lounge, while those who can’t come to the
church Zoom in while working from home.
Anyone interested is encouraged to join
them as they get back to work on the quilts,
hats, mittens, scarves, and other items that
will be donated to charities and care
facilities. And all are invited to fellowship
time at noon — bring your own lunch and
enjoy the company.
Fridays: Cocktail hour, 5–6pm: Join us
as we catch up on the events of the week.
Last Friday, some of us got together at
Otsiningo Park, with a Zoom call open for
those who couldn’t join us in person. As long
as the weather is good, we hope to continue
having “blended” cocktail parties from time
to time. Watch for email announcements of
these parties, since they are usually decided
on after Sunday worship. If you don’t have
email or aren’t on our announcement list,
contact the church office and we’ll make
sure to get the word to you too.

News from the music department: Contact the church
office or email music@upcbgm.org for more details
about any of these groups.
UPC Choir: Starting September 16th, the UPC choir
will meet on the first and third Wednesday of each month
via Zoom, 7–8:30pm. We’ll be learning music that will be
recorded to include in our worship videos. New members
are always welcome!
United Ringers: Our handchime choir will have
outdoor rehearsals at the church, weather permitting,
in the evening on Wednesday the 23rd and in the late
afternoon on Sunday the 27th. Masks are required, and
we’ll be safely distanced from each other. Austin will send
out more specifics as the rehearsal dates approach, once
we know what the weather will be like.
Drumming & rhythm group: Our new drumming and
rhythm group will begin meeting outdoors at the church
on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 3pm. This is a “starter”
group that is accessible for all, as we use “demonstrate
and response” learning. We’ll be safely distanced, masks
are required, and equipment will be sanitized before and
after use. Our first rehearsal is planned for Sunday,
September 20. We promise to have fun, be healthy, and
that there will be no long commitments.

How to get to UPC’s “Zoom Room”
We are using the same “Meeting ID” for all of our programs
and worship services, and no password is needed, just the
Meeting ID. You can join online or call in on your phone.
To join online: https://upcbgm.org/zoom
To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656
Then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 #
Tip: If you’re joining online but your internet is slow or
unstable, you may want to turn off your camera so you
don’t use as much of your internet signal.
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