
Everyone is welcome here 

    Our worship service is streaming on Facebook Live: facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos/ 

Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they are 

welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a PrayGround space with 

books, coloring sheets, and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary, if that suits your 

family’s needs. 

     There is also a nursery for infants through age 4 with a staff attendant, if that is 

a better choice for your family. Ask an usher or a pastor how to find it! 

Sunday, February 16, 2020  •  10:00am 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/UPCBinghamton/videos/


Welcome to the Celebration! 

February 16, 2020  •  10:00am 

 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; please inquire with one of our ushers. 
 

 Today’s songs are found in the green “Worship and Rejoice” book. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC    

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

 One: You have heard it said, “The way to salvation is following the rules.” 

 All: But Jesus says to us, “Love your God with all your heart, soul, mind,  

and strength.” 

 One: You have heard it said, “Don’t murder, hate, or steal.” 

 All: But Jesus says to us, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 One: You have heard it said, “Don’t take a false oath.” 

 All: But Jesus says to us, “Don’t take an oath at all, just live so you can be 

relied on.” 

 One: Jesus came to show us God’s ways of love: 

 All: Let us worship the living God, and follow Jesus, who leads us into life. 

 

*SONG OF GATHERING   #498 Lead Me, Guide Me  

 

 PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (together) 

Loving Savior, lead us into the way of life. Help us to love our enemies, to resist 

evil whenever we can, to live in your ways of peace and justice. The wisdom of 

the world leads us to seek fame, wealth, and our own success. Your wisdom 

calls us away from the path of the world and into the path of justice, where we 

seek the well-being of others, remembering to love our neighbor as You have 

first loved us. Guide us, and keep us close, and help us to seek the strength 

and love of others on the journey. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
 

 (a time of silent prayer) 

 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE (responsive) 

 One: With the whole church, 

 All: we affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

befriended by Christ, and empowered by the Spirit. 

 One: With people everywhere, 

 All: we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,  

planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

 One: With all creation, 

 All: we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life and the unfolding  

purposes of God, forever at work in ourselves and in the world.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

 



We Hear the Word 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON   Matthew 5:27–48 

 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 REFLECTIONS        Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   #555 When the Church of Jesus  

 

*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from the Iona Community 

We believe that God is present 

in the darkness before dawn; 

in the waiting and uncertainty 

where fear and courage join hands, 

conflict and caring link arms, 

and the sun rises over barbed wire. 

We believe in a with-us God 

who sits down in our midst 

to share our humanity. 

We affirm a faith 

that takes us beyond a safe place: 

into action, into vulnerability 

and onto the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change 

and put ourselves on the line; 

to bear responsibility, take risks, 

live powerfully 

and face humiliation; 

to stand with those on the edge; 

to choose life and be used by the Spirit 

for God’s new community of hope. 

 

 OFFERING 

  OFFERTORY   “Simple Gifts” 
 

  ’Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free,  

  ’tis the gift to come down where you ought to be,  

  and when we find ourselves in the place just right,  

  ’twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
 

  When true simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed.  

  To turn, turn, will be our delight, ’til by turning, turning, we come ’round right. 
 

   “Simple Gifts,” traditional, adapted by Aaron Copland. © 1950, 1952 Boosey & Hawkes Inc. 

   Used by Permission. CCLI License #11598067 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 

We bring a wide variety of gifts to the table, O God,  

 gifts that we have received by your grace.  

Take all we offer — our money, our time, our talents,  

 our dreams, our hands, our hearts — and use them  

  to make your Spirit’s presence felt in all the world.  Amen! 

 



Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig 

Music  Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator; Aimee Backus, Choral director;  

Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell choir director; Andy Chadwick, accompanist 

Liturgist  Chris Burger  ~  Ushers  Maida Thomas and Suzie Northrop Raboy 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: Hear our prayer. 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

*SONG OF SENDING   #587 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 

 

*WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive) 

 One: May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and  

superficial relationships, so that we may live deeply within our hearts. 

 All: May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation  

of people, so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 One: May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain,  

rejection, starvation, and war, so that we may reach out our hands  

to comfort them and turn their pain into joy. 

 All: May God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a 

difference in this world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 

 One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it, 

 All: May we remember to look up at the stars and to wonder.  Amen! 

 

*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you! 

 (Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.) 

The congregation is invited to remain in the Sanctuary after worship  

for our Annual Congregational Meeting (Part 1: Finance). 

Afterwards, please join us in the Library Lounge for refreshments, 

fellowship, and Intergenerational Sunday School. 


