
Everyone is welcome here 

Creation Season ~ Cosmos Sunday 

Sunday, September 15, 2019  •  10:00am 
 
 

    Our worship service is streaming on Facebook Live: facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos/ 



Welcome to the Celebration! 
September 15,  2019  •  10:00am 

 
 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; please inquire with one of our ushers. 
 

 Today’s songs are found in the green “Worship and Rejoice” book. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

COSMOS SUNDAY 
 

Welcome! We worship this Sunday with the entire universe, conscious that the cosmos  

is a vast sacred space of which we humans on Earth are a minute but privileged part. The 

universe is both the glittering galaxies that humans have begun to explore  

as well as distant domains far beyond our imagination. In addition, there are  

unknown domains deep within each tiny molecule that we have yet to comprehend.  

All creation is one sacred cosmic reality, a spiritual universe filled with God’s presence. 
 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 
 GATHERING MUSIC   “Jesus, Remember Me,” Taizé community/arr. Jacques Berthier 
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 WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, by J.P. Newell ) 
 One: O God of heaven, you are present on earth. 
 Many: O God of stars and planets, you are in the midst of the city. 
 One: O God above all things, you are in the depth of our being. 
 Many: The river of your eternal life runs through all things. 
 One: Let us be glad to be bearers of your eternity. 
 All: Let us be glad to find you in one another.  Amen! 
 

 OPENING PRAYER (together) 
God, our Creator, as we reflect on the mysteries of the cosmos, we celebrate 
the wondrous design of the universe and the Wisdom that guides its course. 
Help us to discern how we are connected with all things, living members of a 
cosmic community. Teach us to sense the presence of the cosmic Christ, whose 
presence fills and reconciles everything in creation.  Amen! 

 



*SONG OF PRAISE   #642 Earth and All Stars 
 

We Listen for the Word 
 FOCUS LESSON   Psalm 8 
 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 
 

 REFLECTIONS  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 
 

We Respond to the Word 
*SONG OF RESPONSE   #40 For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) 
(adapted for Creation Season from the Uniting Church in Australia) 

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things. 
 

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, 
 a home for us to share with our kin. 
 

We believe that God became flesh and blood, 
 entering the created world as a human being called Jesus of Nazareth. 
He lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died and rose again, 
 for all human beings and for all creation. 
 

We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation, 
 reconciling all things to God, renewing all creation, and filling the cosmos. 
 

We believe the Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with  
 a suffering creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.  Amen! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 
 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 
 All: Hear our prayer. 

 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they  
are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a PrayGround space 
with books, coloring sheets, and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary, if that 
suits your family’s needs.  

     There is also a nursery for infants through age 4 with a staff attendant, if 
that is a better choice for your family. Ask an usher or a pastor how to find it! 



Please join us after worship for refreshments and 
Intergenerational Sunday School in the Library Lounge. 

 OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY   “Prayer” from Come from Away by Irene Sankoff and David Hein 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (together) 
All that exists is yours, great God. Now we give a portion to your church, to 
continue doing your work in the world. Take these gifts, and use them, we 
pray in Christ’s name.  Amen! 

 
We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 
 

*SONG OF SENDING   #24 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 
 

*BLESSING EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive) 
 One: May God bless us with discomfort  

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,  
so that we may live deeply within our hearts. 

 All: May God bless us with anger  
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,  
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 One: May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer  
from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,  
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them  
and turn their pain into joy. 

 All: May God bless us with enough foolishness  
to believe that we can make a difference in this world,  
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.   

 One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it, 
 All: May we remember to look up at the stars and to wonder.  Amen! 
 
*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 
 All: And also with you! 
 (Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.) 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig 
Music  Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator/accompanist; Aimee Backus, Choral director;  

Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell choir director; David Williams, flute 
Liturgist  Marilyn Myers  ~  Ushers  Marilynn Guinane and Kathy Kopp 



“Prayer” from the Broadway musical Come from Away 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring your love, 
where there is injury, pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope, 
where there is darkness, only light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
 

[Hebrew] Oseh shalom bimromav, May He who makes peace in high places 
 hu ya'aseh shalom aleynu, make peace upon us 
 ve'al kol Yisrael, ve'imru amen. and upon all Israel. And let us say, amen. 
 

[Hindi ] Asato mā sadgamaya, From falsehood lead me to truth. 
 tamaso mā jyotirgamaya, From darkness lead me to light. 
 mṛtyor mā'mṛtaṃ gamaya, From death lead me to immortality. 
 oṃ śāntiḥ śāntiḥ śāntiḥ. O, peace, peace, peace. 
 

O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope, 
where there is darkness, only light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
 
About the music: Today’s choir anthem is from the Broadway musical Come from 
Away. It tells the true story of the 38 planes and almost 7,000 passengers from 
around the world that were diverted to the small community of Gander, 
Newfoundland, when all U.S. airspace was closed on September 11, 2001, 
doubling its population in an instant. While the world witnessed the worst acts of 
humankind, these stranded passengers had their faith in humanity restored by the 
Canadians who, for five days, comforted those who had come from away. “Prayer” 
is a weaving of songs from Christian, Jewish, and Hindu traditions. People from 
Gander and people from the planes connected in finding and accepting hospitality 
for safe practicing of their rituals while together, whether offering a prayer mat, 
identifying through song long-held secrets of being Jewish, praying in libraries, or 
singing songs together. 

Intergenerational Sunday School: We’re introducing this new program which 
starts after worship during coffee hour. There will be several stations in the 
Library Lounge. The stations incorporate all of the preaching themes for the 
month. Everyone can interact with them as they feel moved.  
A “shepherd” will guide the elementary school students  
as a group through their stations. You can do one 
station a week, or several, or you can repeat the 
same one for several weeks if it is meaningful to 
you. This program is a way to grow in faith as well as 
in community with each other. There will be a 
separate preschool class that is age-appropriate for 
our littlest ones, ages 3–5 years. 



Upcoming Opportunities for Learning 

We’re excited to welcome the Rev. Ellie Johns‐Kelley to our presbytery next 

weekend. Ellie serves as the Presbyterian Foundation’s Ministry Relations 

Officer for the Northeast Region. She works with congregations to create  

a culture of generosity, offers seminars and workshops, develops gifts  

and fundraising plans for ministries, and provides coaching to finance, 

stewardship, and endowment committees. “Building on relationships and 

resourcing churches to help them increase funding for their ministry are my 

top priorities,” said Ellie. “I want to help others realize the vast amount of 

resources available through the Foundation and work in collaboration with 

other agencies of the PC(USA).” Prior to working for the Presbyterian 

Foundation, Ellie was Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Warren, PA. 

Saturday, September 21, 1:00 pm 

Making it Easy to Give: focusing on online giving 

a workshop from the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley  

at Union Presbyterian Church, 200 E. Main St., Endicott 

The offering is part of the liturgy. How many of our congregations deny  

full participation in worship by only receiving gifts by cash or check in the 

offering plate? This limitation creates a theological and practical challenge.  

     This workshop will unpack the many ways to give from cash or check in  

the offering plate, online bill pay, EFT, credit/debit, qualified charitable 

distributions, and planned gifts. Research shows that 62% of church goers 

want to make their gifts electronically. Including an online giving program 

can enhance the financial resources needed to support the life of the church. 

     All who are interested in this topic are invited to attend. You do not need 

to register in advance. 

Sunday, September 22 

morning worship service at 10:00 am,  

followed by potluck luncheon and a workshop:  

Telling the Story and Building a Culture of Generosity 

Rev. Ellie Johns‐Kelley will be leading us in worship on Sunday, September 

22. After worship we’ll gather for a potluck luncheon in the Library Lounge. 

Then, Ellie will lead a workshop called “Telling the Story and Building a 

Culture of Generosity.” The workshop explores the biblical and theological 

basis for generosity, participants’ concepts of money, and first‐time 

personal experiences with giving and money management. It explains how 

generosity is about story‐telling and letting the congregation see how their 

giving can move the mission of Christ forward. 


