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Our worship service is streaming on Facebook Live:
facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos/

Baptism in the Presbyterian Church
The Bible declares that God claimed humanity as God’s own “before the foundation of
the world.” (Ephesians 1:4)
“Both believers and their children are included in God’s covenant love. Children of
believers are to be baptized without undue delay, but without undue haste. Baptism,
whether administered to those who profess their faith or to those presented for
Baptism as children, is one and the same Sacrament. The Baptism of children witnesses
to the truth that God’s love claims people before they are able to respond in
faith.” (Book of Order, W-2.3008)
Baptism, therefore, usually occurs during infancy, though a person may be baptized
at any age. When an infant or child is baptized the church commits itself to nurture the
child in faith. When adults are baptized they make a public profession of faith, and the
congregation commits itself to support the new member in the same way.
The water that is used symbolizes three accounts from the Bible’s Old Testament:
the waters of creation, the flood described in the story of Noah, and the Hebrews’
escape from slavery in Egypt by crossing the Red Sea. All three stories link humanity
to God’s goodness through water.
Baptism signifies
 The faithfulness of God.
 The washing away of sin.
 Rebirth.
 Putting on the fresh garment of Christ.
 Being sealed by God’s Spirit.
 Adoption into the covenant family of the Church.
 Resurrection and illumination in Christ.
(Book of Order, W-2.3004)

Unlike some denominations, Presbyterians do not require a person to be entirely
immersed in water during baptism. Baptism is received only once. Its effect is not tied
to the moment when it is administered, for it signifies the beginning of life in Christ,
not its completion. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) believes that persons of other
denominations are part of one body of Christian believers; therefore, it recognizes and
accepts baptisms by other Christian churches.
Baptism is always administered as part of a worship service. In the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), baptism must be authorized by the session of a particular
congregation and performed by a minister.
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We Gather as a Community of Faith
*Please rise in body or in spirit.
GATHERING MUSIC God of Our Life (see page 2)
WORDS

OF

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
One: Come, Holy Spirit,
with your language of wonder:
All: so we may mingle our words together
to scatter the gospel of grace to all around us.
One: Come, Holy Spirit,
with the music of your heart:
All: so we may sing songs filled with memories,
and listen to the new carols sung by children.
One: Come, Holy Spirit,
to rattle the windows of our souls:
All: to burst through the closed doors of our hearts,
and dance with us in the fire of renewal.
One: Come, Holy Spirit, we pray!
All: Come, Holy Spirit, come to us this day!
*SONG

OF

GATHERING In Christ Called to Baptize (see page 3)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen!
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We Hear the Word
FIRST LESSON Acts 2:1–21
FOCUS LESSON Acts 2:37–47
TIME

FOR THE

YOUNG

AT

HEART

We Gather at the Font to Welcome a New Disciple

PRESENTATION

THE RENUNCIATIONS
*WE PROFESS THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH (The Apostles’ Creed )
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He arose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen!
THANKSGIVING

OVER THE

WATER

THE BAPTISM
LAYING ON OF HANDS
We Sing: Wonder of Wonders, Here Revealed (see page 5)
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We Gather at the Table of the Lord, Where All Are Welcome
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Our communion bread is gluten free, and our shared cup is
cherry juice, so that all may partake of the same elements
during our communion. Please speak with an usher if this
creates any difficulties for you.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS

OF INSTITUTION

THE SHARING OF THE FEAST
Today we will share the elements using the ancient practice of
intinction. When offered the elements, take a piece of bread and
dip it into the cup. Upon receiving, you are then invited to take the
elements and serve your neighbor in turn. As you do so, please say:
The Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation.
After we have all shared in the meal, the pastor raises the cup and
we proclaim together:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
THE PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL (unison)
Lord God, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal,
these people, we give ourselves to you.
Take us out to live as changed people because we have
shared the living bread and cannot remain the same.
Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much by us,
encourage many through us.
So Lord, may we live to your glory, both as inhabitants of earth
and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen!
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We Respond to the Word
OFFERING
OFFERTORY “Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you; Alleluia!
Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find.
Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you; Alleluia!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
O God, we thank you for your great generosity.
All that we are and all that we have is a gift from you.
Help us to serve one another
and so reflect your spirit and goodness.
Accept these offerings and grant that the cause to which
they are devoted may prosper under your guidance.
Amen!

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS

AND INVITATIONS

WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY
One: May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers,
half-truths, and superficial relationships,
so that we may live deep within our hearts.
All: May God bless us with anger at injustice,
oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace.
One: May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer
from pain, rejection, starvation and war,
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them
and turn their pain into joy.
All: And may God bless us with enough foolishness
to believe that we can make a difference in this world,
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.
Amen!
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*SONG

OF

SENDING
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*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
All: And also with you!
(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you
as our worship concludes.)

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our
coming together at United Presbyterian Church.
We are excited to make music with every resource
that we have, and to use a variety of styles, not all
at once but intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant
worship service with music that includes everyone
who wishes to participate.
~

~

~

~

~

~

~

~

With summertime upon us, the UPC Choir will be taking a break
until after Labor Day. We invite instrumentalists and vocalists
who’d like to share their gifts to talk with a member of our Music
Planning Team (Becky Mebert, Aimee Backus, and Phil Westcott)
about providing special music for worship.

Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain & Rev. Becky Kindig
Music Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator; Aimee Backus, Choral director;
Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell choir director ~ Liturgist Doug Jones
Ushers/Communion Servers Maida Thomas and Suzie Northrop Raboy

What is Pentecost?
For Christians, Pentecost is a holiday on which we commemorate the coming of the
Holy Spirit on the early followers of Jesus. Before the events of the first Pentecost,
which came a few weeks after Jesus’ death and resurrection, there were followers of
Jesus, but no movement that could be meaningfully called “the church.” Thus, from a
historical point of view, Pentecost is the day on which the Christian church was
started. This is also true from a spiritual perspective, since the Spirit brings the church
into existence and enlivens it. Thus, Pentecost is the church’s birthday.
The events of that day are recorded in the New Testament book known as The Acts
of the Apostles. Chapter 2 begins, “And when the day of Pentecost had come, [the first
followers of Jesus] were all together in one place” (2:1). All of a sudden, a sound came
from heaven, like a strong wind, filling the house where the people had gathered.
Something like tongues of fire rested on their heads. “And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them the ability to
speak” (2:4).
The languages spoken by the early Christians were intelligible (not other worldly)
and were heard by thousands of Jewish pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem to
celebrate Shavuot. The content of the miraculous messages had to do with God’s
mighty works (2:11).
At some point, Peter, one of the leading followers of Jesus, stood up and preached
his first sermon. He interpreted the events of that morning in light of a prophecy of the
Hebrew prophet Joel. In that text, God promised to pour out his Spirit on all flesh,
empowering diverse people to exercise divine power. This would be a sign of the
coming “day of the Lord” (Acts 2:16–21; Joel 2:28–32).
Peter went on to explain that Jesus had been raised and had poured out the Spirit in
fulfillment of God’s promise through Joel (Acts 2:32–33). When the crowd asked what
they should do, Peter urged them to turn their lives around and be baptized in the
name of Jesus. Then they would be forgiven and would receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit (2:37–39). Acts reports that about 3,000 people were added to the church that
day (2:41). Not a bad response to Peter’s first sermon!
—Rev. Dr. Mark D. Roberts, www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts
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Gathering Music and Hymns from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, ©2013
Westminster John Knox Press. Offertory: “Seek Ye First,” Words by Karen Lafferty, music by Karen
Lafferty and Johann Pachelbel, arr. Douglas E. Wagner; ©1972, 2002 Maranatha! Music. Music
reprinted by permission obtained from One License with license #727560-A. Communion Music:
Sonata in A minor for flute alone by C.P.E. Bach, movement 1 poco adagio, 1762. Licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 2.5 License, creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5

