
Everyone is welcome here 

Sunday, January 13, 2019  •  10:00am 
 

 

    Our worship service is streaming on Facebook Live: facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos/ 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/UPCBinghamton/videos/


Welcome to the Celebration! 

January 13, 2019  •  10:00am 

 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; please inquire with one of our ushers. 

 

 Today’s songs are found in the green “Worship and Rejoice” hymn book. 

 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “At the River” 
 

  Shall we gather by the river, where bright angels’ feet have trod, 

  with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

  Yes, we’ll gather by the river, the beautiful, beautiful river, 

  Gather with the saints by the river that flows by the throne of God. 
 

  Soon we’ll reach the shining river; soon our pilgrimage will cease. 

  Soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. 

  Yes, we’ll gather by the river, the beautiful, beautiful river, 

  Gather with the saints by the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, by David Keswick, based on Isaiah 40, Mark 1:1–8, Luke 3:4–6) 

 One: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 All: Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,  

  and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 One: Speak to us Lord. As you promised through your prophets  

Isaiah and John the Baptist, come to us now. 

 All: May all the barriers be removed so that we can receive your Word  

and worship you, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

 

 OPENING PRAYER (unison, from Psalm 29 and Luke 3) 

Holy God of glory and majesty, you have called us by name. 

We pray in this moment for the courage and the strength to answer your call. 

As we open our ears to hear the story of your Son’s baptism, 

 open our hearts also, that we may experience again  

  the renewing power of rebirth in the Holy Spirit. 

Inspire us in this time of worship,  

 that we may claim our own identity as your beloved children. 

We pray in the name of our brother, Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

 

Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they 

are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a PrayGround 

space with books, coloring sheets, and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary, 

if that suits your family’s needs.  

     There is also a nursery for infants through age 4 with a staff attendant, if 

that is a better choice for your family. Ask an usher or a pastor how to find it! 



*SONG OF GATHERING   #152 Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 

We Hear the Word 

 GOSPEL LESSON   Luke 3:1–6, 15–22 

 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

 REFLECTIONS        Rev. Becky Kindig 

 

We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   #241 When Jesus Came to Jordan 

 

*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (unison, from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991) 

In life and in death we belong to God. 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  

 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,  

  whom alone we worship and we serve. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,  

 we strive to serve Christ  in our daily tasks,  

  and to live holy and joyful lives,  

 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  

  praying “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

With believers in every time and place we rejoice  

 that nothing in life or in death can separate us  

  from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 

 OFFERING 

  OFFERTORY   “The Baptism of Jesus” 
 

  When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 

  he did not come for pardon, but as his Father's Son. 

  He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 

  to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 
 

  He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 

  for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 

  So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 

  the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

  Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make, 

  this very day invade us, and every bondage break. 

  Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 

  to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

 God of wonder, we offer you these humble gifts, 

  signs of your goodness and mercy. 

 Receive them with our gratitude, that through us all people may know 

  the riches of your love in the Word-made-flesh.  Amen! 

 



Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig 

Music  Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator/accompanist;  

Aimee Backus, Choral director; Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell choir director 

Liturgist  Sally Menges  ~  Ushers  Aeden Hickey and Marilynn Guinane 

·      •      •      •      • 
Gathering Music: “At the River” by Robert Lowry, adapted by Aaron Copland, arr. R. Wilding White (Boosey & Hawkes, 1964).  

Hymns from Worship & Rejoice (Hope Publishing Co., 2008).  Offertory: “The Baptism of Jesus,” words by Fred Pratt Green 

(Hope Publishing Co., 1980), arr. Austin C. Lovelace (GIA Publications, 1991). 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond: 

 One: Lord, in your loving kindness, 

 All: Hear our prayer. 
 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread,  

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

 for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

*SONG OF SENDING   #415 When We Are Living 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you! 

 (Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.) 

Please join us after worship for refreshments in the Terrace Room. 


