Everyone is welcome here

Epiphany

Welcome to the Celebration!
January 6, 2019 • 10:00am
HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available;
please inquire with one of our ushers.
Today’s songs are found in the green “Worship and Rejoice” hymn book.
*Please rise in body or in spirit.

We Gather as a Community of Faith
GATHERING MUSIC Improvisation on “Three Kings of Orient”
WORDS OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, from Isaiah 60:1–3)
One: Arise, shine, for your light has come!
All: The glory of God has risen upon us!
One: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples,
All: But God will rise upon us, and God’s glory will appear over us.
One: The light of God is with us;
All: All the nations’ leaders will be drawn to the light of God.
One: God’s light now dwells with us;
All: Come, worship God, and shine God’s light to the world!
OPENING PRAYER (unison)
Loving God, who breaks through the darkness of doubt and despair, be with us
this day as we hear of the visit of the Wise Ones, who risked everything to
follow a Star. Let us open our hearts and be willing to risk receiving the gift of
gracious Love that you have to offer us in the form of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen!
*SONG OF GATHERING #229 The First Noel
Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14
We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they
are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a PrayGround
space with books, coloring sheets, and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary,
if that suits your family’s needs.
There is also a nursery for infants through age 4 with a staff attendant, if
that is a better choice for your family. Ask an usher or a pastor how to find it!

Our worship service is streaming on Facebook Live: facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos/

We Gather at the Table of the Lord, Where All Are Welcome
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Our communion bread is gluten free, and our shared cup is cherry juice,
so that all may partake of the same elements during our communion.
Please speak with an usher if this creates any difficulties for you.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE SHARING OF THE FEAST
This morning we will share the elements using the ancient practice of intinction.
Please approach the table using the center aisles, and return to your seat by
the outer aisles. If you prefer to be served in your seat, please remain where
you are, and we will bring the elements to you before the pastors are served.
SONG OF THANKSGIVING #249 Amen, Amen
We invite you to join in singing as others are approaching the table
and returning to their seats.
When all have been served, and the pastor has returned to the table,
we say together:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
THE PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL (unison)
Lord God, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people,
we give ourselves to you.
Take us out to live as changed people
because we have shared the living bread and cannot remain the same.
Ask much of us, expect much from us,
enable much by us, encourage many through us.
So Lord, may we live to your glory, both as inhabitants of earth
and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen!

We Hear the Word
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 2:1–15
TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
REFLECTIONS

Rev. Becky Kindig

We Respond to the Word
*SONG OF RESPONSE #233 We Three Kings of Orient Are
*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (unison, from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991)
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,
the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and we serve.
(continued )

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ
in our daily tasks, and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place we rejoice
that nothing in life or in death can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!
RECEIVING OF STAR GIFTS: Words to Ponder for 2019
OFFERING
OFFERTORY “Carol of the Epiphany”
I sought him dressed in finest clothes, where money talks and status grows.
But power and wealth he never chose; it seemed he lived in poverty.
I sought him in the safest place, remote from crime or cheap disgrace.
But safety never knew his face; it seemed he lived in jeopardy.
I sought him where the spotlights glare, where crowds collect and critics stare.
But no one knew his presence there; it seemed he lived in obscurity.
Then, in the streets, we heard the word which seemed, for all the world, absurd:
that those who could no gifts afford were entertaining Christ the Lord.
And so, distinct from all we’d planned, among the poorest of the land,
we did what few might understand: We touched God in a baby’s hand.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
God of light and promise, we bring our gifts to further your work in a dark
world. May they bring your light to those overwhelmed by darkness, pain,
and loneliness. Accept these gifts of money and time, indeed, the gift of our
very selves. Let them shine for all to see, and be brought into the sphere of
your love and righteousness. Amen!
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond:
One: Lord, in your loving kindness,
All: Hear our prayer.
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen!

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS
*SONG OF SENDING There’s a Song in the Air (see back page)
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
All: And also with you!
(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

The flowers the grace the sanctuary are given by Marilyn Myers
to the glory of God and in loving memory of Clifford E. Myers.

Please join us after worship for refreshments in the Terrace Room.
Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig ~ Liturgist Gloria Westgate
Music Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator/accompanist; Aimee Backus, Choral director;
Phil Westcott, United Ringers choir director; Lianne Aharony and Cole Tornberg, vocalists
Ushers/Communion Servers Kathy Preston and Dick Bartholomew
·
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Hymns from Worship & Rejoice (Hope Publishing Co., 2008). Offertory: “Carol of the Epiphany” by The Iona Community (GIA
Publications, 1992). Song of Sending: #249 from The United Methodist Hymnal (The United Methodist Publishing House, 1989).

