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Pastor Kimberly Chastain’s Report 

Every year when I start to write the annual report, a song from the 

musical “Rent” starts playing in my head.  If you know any songs from 

“Rent,” you’ll know the song.  It’s called “Seasons of Love” and it starts 

out,  

Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand moments so dear 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 

How do you measure, measure a year? 

That’s essentially what we do at annual meetings, after all — we measure how one year 

has gone and talk about our plans and dreams for the next one. One of the hardest things 

about this year’s report is that we are in status interruptus. The stuff we normally measure 

in the life of our congregation was suspended or changed in March of 2020, when we 

accepted the hard reality that we are living through a pandemic. Since then, we had to 

learn new ways to do things, to give up cherished routines, and to move into a time where 

the usual markers don’t work. 

… as it turns out, the song winds its way to the answer, when it reaches the refrain and 

asks, “How about love?” 

The love of God that brought us together in the first place, the love we have for each 

other and the shared vision that we hold of a world made new by the power of love has 

turned out to be the right way to measure this interrupted year. We still love each other,  

pray for each other, enjoy getting together 

when we can. And the determination to continue 

to stay connected to each other and to our 

community has blossomed into some wonder-

fully creative ways. 

• We have found ways to sing together, to 

light candles together, to meet in parks 

and parking lots. We even painted the front 

steps of the church in rainbow colors for 

Pride month in June, stenciling “Black Lives 

Matter” on the sidewalk to express our 

support for the Black community in our 

town. 

• We have adapted our community meal 

program so that we serve 200 people every 

Tuesday with a hot meal, and added a food 

pantry. Our Care and Share program has 

been integrated into the pantry, and by 

partnering with Binghamton Food Rescue 

and the STAP Re-Entry program, we are 

able to extend our reach to help folks 

returning from incarceration and to more 

of the unhoused community. 
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• We have developed a Sunday School at Home program that goes out in the mail every 

week, to all of the children and occasionally to the adults as well. Sometimes we even 

recruit the elders and other crazy people to help us blitz the congregation, dropping 

off palm branches or yard signs or memorial flowers and taking pictures for slide 

shows. 

• We have found ways to celebrate Holy Communion as a community gathered around 

computer screens instead of the Communion Table, and we know that the Spirit is 

with us even when we are together separately. 

• We have received five new members into our worshipping community, even as we 

have said goodbye to members who have joined the church triumphant or moved to 

another community. And those who have moved away are still able to join us from 

time to time, by the grace of God and the gift of the internet. 

• Shall we talk about Zoom meetings? We have a prayer meeting before worship on 

Sunday mornings and a regular gathering after worship “like coffee hour”. The Bible 

study continues to meet every Monday at noon and the Sewing Group meets on 

Wednesdays at noon. The vocal choir and the bell choir meet to practice and plan; the 

instrumental musicians sometimes gather in person to record. And of course, there’s 

the ever-popular Friday night cocktail hour, which we held in the park when the 

weather was good. 

It’s hard to know when we will be able to gather in person, hard to say what the future 

will hold. But as long as we hold onto the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 

made manifest in our love for each other, and the healing and connecting power of the 

Holy Spirit, we will be okay. And I can hardly wait to see what she has in mind for us next! 

Blessings,  

Pastor Kimberly  
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Pastor Becky Kindig’s Report 

The last 18 months have been a roller coaster ride! And while some 

of it was hard and scary, we have continued to be a community and 

continued to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God. It is 

amazing as I look back though the pictures of the last year and half 

what we have accomplished together. Here are the highlights of what 

stood out to me since our last annual meeting. 

In July 2019, I helped to chaperone the Presbytery’s delegation to the 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium that takes place every three years in 

Indiana. We had a delegation of 19 from across the 

Presbytery including our own Jullian Wanjama. Shawn 

Landon graduated to the role of chaperone after 

attending previous Trienniums as a participant and a 

work crew member. We had an inspiring experience 

with daily Bible study, worship, and activities. We 

survived the Indiana heat in the un-air conditioned 

dorms and we were renewed by worshiping with 

5,000 youth from across the country and even some 

delegates from around the world. I am so thankful 

that I was able to be a part of my third Triennium 

experience. Triennium always gives me such a feeling of hope for the 

world to be able to witness the kindness, enthusiasm, talent, and 

passion of the young people that make up the Presbyterian church. 

They are doing such great things in their churches, right now, as 

elders and musicians, as teachers and tech team members, as 

worship leaders in our congregations. It is a privilege to get to know 

them! 

The Binghamton University Interfaith Council officially 

got off the ground, and Kimberly and I are both of part of 

that outreach on behalf of UPC to the University community. 

The Interfaith Council is a resource to students, faculty, 

and staff who would like to stay connected to a faith 

community while they are at school, learn about their faith 

or another faith, who need a listening ear, or who want to 

learn about interfaith dialogue. The council fielded tables 

for student orientation over the summer to welcome 

students and parents and to show how many 

faith traditions were available in the Binghamton 

community. We held some panel discussions and 

held office hours in the new Binghamton 

University Interfaith Council office in the Union 

and met some great students. In February 

Kimberly and I, along with clergy from Christ 

Episcopal and Christ the King Lutheran who are 

also part of the Interfaith Council, held “Ashes to 

Go” on campus for Ash Wednesday. It was the 
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first time a Protestant Ash Wednesday offering was held on campus in recent memory. The 

BU Interfaith Council continued to meet during the pandemic, offering Zoom office hours, 

Zoom orientation panels for parents, assisted with the residential life’s socially distanced, 

outside, new student anti-racism trainings, and are finding ways 

to connect to students on other platforms such as Reddit and 

Discord. Our church also was able to offer socially distanced 

study spaces to off-campus students, since the on-campus 

places like the library had a limited capacity. The Interfaith 

Council was asked if any of our houses of worship could offer 

space, and we were one of several who were able to make space 

available. 

 In September 2019 we started a new program 

for our teaching called Intergenerational Sunday 

School. We wanted to find a way to build the 

intergenerational relationships that are so 

important in a community and find ways to 

invite more people into learning. I set up 

stations in the Library Lounge that were based 

on the scripture themes for the month. Our 

Sunday school teacher Marilynn Guinane was on 

hand to help the younger members work 

through the stations and helped them to talk 

with fellow congregation members. Some stations were based 

on facts, some had maps, some helped have a prayerful 

moment, some were more for the  

young-at-heart, and some were 

action oriented. The kickoff to the 

intergenerational Sunday school 

was the Zoo mobile that came to 

visit for our month of Creation. It 

was a great time! And over the next 

six months, we had some great interactions with the stations 

and with each other.  

I was thankful for an opportunity to attend a continuing education event called 

Presbyterian CREDO in October of 2019. It was a week at a retreat center in North Carolina 

where we learned and practiced spiritual health disciplines around things like nurturing our 

spirituality, good financial management, and keeping joy in our vocation. There have been 

several things that I have carried back with me from that experience that I have 

incorporated into my ministry here with you. 

In December of 2019 we welcomed the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Binghamton to share space with us while the 

renovated their building. It was wonderful to be able to think of new 

ways to show welcome and radical hospitality to another 

congregation. It allowed us to be creative with our physical space 

and the energy of new people and new classes flooded the building. 

I loved seeing the conversations and connections being made 
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during the shared coffee hour time. One of the great things we did as a combined effort 

was to join them in their radio play reading of “A Christmas Carol” which was much fun for 

both the actors and the audience.  

While I’m not sure that I would call our time in the pandemic since March a highlight, I 

am proud of what we all have been able to achieve together in this time. We have stayed 

together as a congregation, reaching out to others, continuing to feed the community, 

embracing new technology and encouraging others to do the same. We have continued to 

worship God, to have book studies, fellowship events, children’s Sunday school, make 

music, and serve the community.  

One of my primary tasks in this time has been to send a 

weekly Sunday school lesson in the mail to the families 

with children in our congregation. Even though we are 

apart right now, the kids know that their church still cares 

for them and it helps the parents be able to continue the 

spiritual formation of their children. Parents have valued 

that they come in the mail so it isn’t one more screen for 

the kids to be on and they can do the activities at their 

schedule. The packets consist of a lesson that builds off 

of the scripture story for the week. It has a letter 

explaining the lesson, some coloring sheets, and an 

activity or craft to help learn part of the lesson. Our 

Welcome Desk receptionist, Tammie Cummings, has been 

a tremendous help since I am being socially distant at home. She has printed the packets, 

included the craft items, and addressed and mailed the packets each week. 

 It has been an interesting challenge to 

find new ways to mark some of our special 

seasons, but we definitely rose to the 

occasion. Palm Sunday palms were delivered 

and pictures taken so we could have a 

virtual Palm Sunday parade. We celebrated 

Pride Month by having a socially distanced 

stair painting party. Our Bouquet of 
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Remembrance was still meaningful 

and beautiful for All Saints with a 

slide show of people holding the 

flowers that went into our bouquet.  

We created and delivered Advent 

at Home kits so you could find a 

variety of ways to get ready for the 

miracle of Christmas, and so many of 

you shared a video or photo of you 

with a candle for our Christmas Eve 

service singing of “Silent Night” by 

candlelight. I am so thankful for 

everyone who was willing to take 

pictures or videos, to drive and 

deliver items, and for your creativity 

and enthusiasm for joining the 

activities.  

It continues to be an honor and a 

privilege to serve this congregation.  

I am so thankful for all the ways that  

we bring God’s love to those around us and for all the fun that we have while doing it. I am 

so looking forward to when we can be together in person again, but I am also looking 

forward to how we will incorporate all the new things that we learned together these last 

18 months into what God is calling us to next! 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Becky 
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Session Members — 2019–2020 

Left to right: 

Class of 2020*: 

Doug Jones 

Kathy Preston 

Suzie Northrop Raboy 

   *Note: The members of the Session Class of 2020 agreed 

to continue serving on Session until elections could be held 

at the annual meeting. 

Class of 2021: 

George Cummings 

Allison Nyamuame 

Aaron Whitney 

 

 

Class of 2022: 

Sally Hunt 

Lou McKeage 

Bill Sands 

Nominating Committee Report 

We are grateful to Doug Jones, Suzie Raboy, and Kathy Preston for extending their terms 

through January 2021 during the pandemic. 

For the Session Class of 2024, the Nominating Committee places in nomination:  

Suzie Northrop Raboy, for her second three-year term. 

Kathy Preston, for her second three-year term. 

Andy Chadwick, for his first three-year term. 

Andy has served on the Worship & Music Team and recently joined the 

Spiritual Formation Team as well. He is one of our sound technicians and is 

involved in our music program, sometimes substituting as accompanist for 

choir rehearsal and worship services or filling in with the United Ringers when 

needed. Andy will also succeed Cindy Burger as Clerk of Session. 

 

For the Nominating Committee, 2021, we are seeking nomination of 2–4 members from 

the floor at the congregational meeting.  

Two Session members will be selected at the February 8, 2021, regular Session meeting. 
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Clerk of Session Reports 

Report of Session Activities for June 2019–December 2020 

From June 2019 to March 2020, the Session met on a regular basis in 

person at the church to carry out the church’s mission: to follow Jesus 

Christ by doing justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with God.  

Once the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic hit our country in force, the 

Session turned to monthly Zoom meetings beginning in April 2020 and 

focused its attention on keeping the congregation, the staff, and the 

building’s tenants as safe as possible. This was in addition to the charge 

from the Book of Order that the Session has “the responsibility for 

governing the congregation … to provide that the Word of God may be truly preached and 

heard; … to provide that the Sacraments [baptism and the Lord’s Supper] may be rightly 

administered and received; … [and] to nurture the covenant community of disciples of 

Christ.” (Book of Order G-3.0201). The Session is very grateful to the pastors and the 

technical team for all their hard work to enable online worship and other meetings via 

Zoom.  

Some highlights: 

• Alex Compton, from the Binghamton Unitarian Universalist Congregation, preached on 

October 27, 2019 

• Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley from the Presbyterian Foundation preached on December 1, 

2019, and led a workshop on stewardship 

• Rev. Cindy Kohlmann, Resource Presbyter for the Presbyteries of Boston and Northern 

New England and Co-Moderator of the 223rd General Assembly, Rev. Dr. Amaury 

Tañón-Santos, Synod Networker for the Synod of the Northeast, and Rev. Naomi 

Washington-Leaphart, Director of Faith-Based and Interfaith Affairs in the Philadelphia 

Mayor's Office for Public Engagement, preached in August 2020 

• UPC received a Certificate of Recognition from the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley 

for supporting the mission of the PC(USA) through participation in all four annual 

Special Offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peacemaking, and Christmas 

Joy) in 2019 

• Online giving donation buttons were added to the UPC website and Facebook page 

• Welcomed the Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation of 

Binghamton in January 2020 to 

share space at UPC while their 

building underwent renovations 

— unfortunately, the pandemic 

ended the arrangement 

• Celebrated Pastor Kimberly 

Chastain’s installation as 

Moderator of the Presbytery on 

February 22, 2020 

Cynthia Burger, 
Clerk of Session 
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• Welcomed new members: Jon Morse on 

June 9, 2019, David and Margaret Davis on 

May 17, 2020, and Sara Lieberman and 

Felix and Jessica Rwabukwisi on October 4, 

2020 

• Recommended to the Presbytery of 

Susquehanna Valley to send an 

overture to the PC(USA) 224th General 

Assembly to divest from fossil fuels; 

the overture went to the GA meeting 

in June 2020 but it was not considered 

Please keep the Session members and 

the pastors in your prayers. 

UPC Binghamton 2020 Statistical Report 

 

Total Active Members, 12/31/2019: 159 

 

Losses during 2019: 

 Deaths: 8 

  Marjorie Emma Russell Sprague Sandra Warner 

  Helen Flack Frank Benjamin Swan Patricia Wilson 

  Marilyn Myers Richard Ward 

 Removed: 

 Inactive:  

 Transfer:  

 Total:   8 

 

Additions during 2019: 

 New: 3 

  Sara Lieberman 

  Felix Rwabukwisi 

  Jessica Rwabukwisi 

 Transfer: 2 

  David Davis 

  Margaret Davis 

 Reinstated: 

 Total:   5 

 

Total Active Members, 12/31/2020:  156 
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The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting (Part Two) 

June 9, 2019 

 

Part Two of the Annual Congregational Meeting of the United Presbyterian Church of 

Binghamton was held at Otsiningo Park, Binghamton, NY on June 9, 2019. The Rev. 

Kimberly Chastain served as Moderator. The meeting was properly called and a quorum 

was present. 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer at 11:10am by Pastor Chastain. 

Pastor Chastain explained that the purpose of this part of the congregational annual 

meeting was to receive team and committee reports and to conduct other business proper 

to the consideration of the congregation that is not related to finance and budgets.  

Meeting Minutes: Pastor Chastain directed the members’ attention to the Congregational 

Activity Report for June 2018–May 2019, specifically the minutes of the June 10, 2018, 

Annual Congregational Meeting on page 9; the minutes of the August 5, 2018, Special 

Congregational Meeting on page 10; and the minutes of the February 3, 2019, Annual 

Congregational Meeting on page 11. The congregation voted to approve the minutes.  

Nominations and Elections: Pastor Chastain directed the congregation’s attention to the 

Nominating Committee Report on page 14. Sally Hunt is nominated for a second three-year 

term, Louis McKeage is nominated for a first three-year term and William Sands is 

nominated for a first three-year term. The UPC Bylaws call for a Nominating Committee 

composed of four members from the congregation and two from the Session. The Session 

will appoint their representatives at the next regular Session meeting. Catherine Ciganek, 

Jean Hill, Jon Morse, and Judy Westcott were nominated from the floor. A motion was duly 

made, seconded, and passed to close the nominations and elect the slates as presented. 

Congregational Activities: The congregation expressed their appreciation to Scott Kindig, 

UPC Office Coordinator, for working up to the last minute to create an outstanding set of 

reports. Pastor Chastain encouraged the members to submit their reports in a more timely 

fashion. UPC member Chris Burger urged the members to read the entire report to realize 

the amazing work the UPC accomplishes. He also noted that our work is recognized in the 

larger community. 

The congregation applauded Pastor Chastain for receiving one of three Citizen Action of 

New York Phoenix Awards on June 6, 2019 for her work in social and racial justice. Pastor 

Chastain commented that she felt the award really recognizes the work of the entire UPC. 

Adjournment: Pastor Chastain called for further business and hearing none, adjourned the 

meeting with prayer at 11:20am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Moderator: Rev. Kimberly Chastain 

Cynthia S. Burger, Clerk Approved by Session on: June 11, 2019 
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The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

Minutes of the Annual Congregational and Corporate Meeting 

February 16, 2020 

 

The Annual Congregational and Corporate Meeting of the United Presbyterian Church of 

Binghamton, New York was held in the sanctuary of the church on Sunday February 16, 

2020. The Rev. Kimberly Chastain served as Moderator. The meeting was properly called 

and a quorum was present.  

Call to Order and Opening Prayer at 11:15am by Pastor Chastain. 

Minutes of the Annual Congregational and Corporation meeting on February 3, 2019, were 

approved on a motion duly made and seconded. 

Rev. Chastain reminded the members that this meeting would include receiving the 

financial reports and voting on the pastors’ terms of call. She directed the congregation’s 

attention to the 2019 Statistical Report on page two, noting the nine members who passed 

away in 2019. The current membership is 159. 

Rev. Chastain directed the congregation to the 2020 budget handout. She explained that 

this year it is a graphic narrative with five columns labeled Nourishing Worship, Radical 

Hospitality, Challenging Conversations, Transforming Mission, and Ties That Bind. She said 

that this format better reflects the priorities of the congregation and that the building and 

its stewardship as well as the staff are a central part of all that the congregation does in 

the community and the world. She then called on Lou McKeage, Treasurer. 

Financial Report: Mr. McKeage commented that previous reports were all financial 

documents that didn’t really tell the story of the church and its activities. He informed the 

congregation that the complete financial reports are available to any member.  

INCOME — 2019 Actual % of Income Budget % of Budget 

Contributions/Pledges $52,367 6% $64,000 8% 

Gifts $8,823 1% $10,000 1% 

Mission/Outreach $3,745 <1% $2,909 <1% 

Building $43,180 5% $43,000 5% 

Investments $700,393 87% $679,449 85% 

TOTALS $808,508  $799,358 

 

EXPENSES — 2019 Actual % of Expenses Budget % of Budget 

Programs $62,008 8% $48,559 6% 

Mission/Outreach $53,194 7% $51,200 7% 

Administration $239,235 30% $244,331 32% 

Personnel $444,386 55% $441,819 55% 

TOTALS $730,916  $846,354  

 

Mr. McKeage reported that 2019 ended approximately $13,000 under budget. In 

response to several questions, he explained that the value of the church’s investments was 

$7,825,985 on January 1, 2020, compared to $7,684,379 on January 1, 2019. Of those 

funds, $5.3 million is restricted by the donors and the church uses the earnings; several 

other smaller funds are restricted to certain purposes, for example the bell choir. He noted 
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that the financial markets have done well the last couple years but that trend should not be 

counted on. UPC has a large legacy and the Session understands its responsibility to use it 

well. 

Mr. McKeage pointed out that each column in the new format includes a picture and 

bullet points that describe each category. The total budget for 2020 is $897,374, 

compared to $799,358 in 2019. The breakdown of the categories is  

Nourishing Worship $186,925 20.8% 

Radical Hospitality $186,227 20.8% 

Challenging Conversations $150,685 16.8% 

Transforming Mission $215,682 24.0% 

Ties That Bind $157,853 17.6% 

Rev. Chastain reported that the Personnel Team and the Session understand that annual 

percentage cost of living raises simply continue to increase the gap between higher and 

lower wage earners. To rectify that, UPC staff salaries are being adjusted so that the 

minimum salary will be $15.00 per hour by the end of 2020. 

Rev. Chastain thanked Mr. McKeage and commented that the building is a busy center of 

the community with over 18 different organizations using it in some fashion. She thanked 

the Session for their hard work and asked the current members to stand to be recognized.  

Pastors’ Terms of Call: Rev. Chastain reminded the members that a pastoral call involves 

three groups — the congregation who calls the pastor, the pastor who accepts the call, and 

the Presbytery which oversees the call. She and the Rev. Becky Kindig then left the room 

and the Clerk presided to review the Terms of Call for the pastors. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Terms of Call for Rev. Chastain and Rev. 

Kindig were approved. Rev. Chastain and Rev. Kindig then returned to the room. 

Meeting Adjourned and Closing Prayer by Pastor Chastain at 11:45am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Moderator: Rev. Kimberly Chastain 

Cynthia S. Burger, Clerk Approved by Session on: March 9, 2020 

 

 

 



16 

June 2019–March 2020 Worship Attendance Record 

 

         

June 2019     July 2019     August 2019    

    2 49       7 36       4 42  

    9 Picnic 60     14 41     11 35  

  16 34     21 35     18 34  

  23 two services 41    28 two services 33    25 31  

  10:00am: 22     10:00am: 19      

    4:30pm: 19        4:30pm: 14       

  30 37           
         

  Average 44     Average 36     Average 36  
         

         

September 2019     October 2019     November 2019    

    1 29       6 52       3 57  

    8 54     13 56     10 50  

  15 57    20 46    17 46  

  22 54     27 two services 46     24 46  

  29 49     at UPC:      33       

     at Retreat: 13      
         

  Average 49     Average 50     Average 50  
         

         

December 2019     January 2020     February 2020    

    1 32      5 52       2 58  

    8 53    12 **       9 42  

  15 49    19 41     16 43  

  22 56    26 49     23 47  

  24* Christmas Eve: 109        26* Ash Wednesday: 22   

  29 44        
           

  Average 47    Average 47     Average 48  
         

         

March 2020***     Average, 6/2019–3/2020:  45    

    1 55        *Mid-week services are excluded from calculation of weekly 

averages. 

    **January 12, 2020, worship attendance was not recorded. 

  ***In-person worship services ceased after March 15, 2020, 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. Online worship attendance 

cannot be accurately recorded. 

    8 55   

  15 34  
   

  Average 48   
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Mission and Community Partnerships 

Goals: 

• We are committed to the practice of hospitality, offering space to initiatives and groups 

that share our priorities. 

• We are committed to building up Binghamton, including our own neighborhood, through 

alliances and outreach to the formerly incarcerated, the homeless, people with 

addictions, and the working poor. 

• We seek to employ our resources of money, time, and talent in a variety of ways to 

accomplish the first two goals. 

We have been challenged to live into these goals this year. Because of the pandemic, the 

building could not service as the focus of our hospitality as it has in the past, and so we 

have had to adapt our programs and exercise creativity and stewardship to continue 

reaching the community. 

Mission Projects: The three biggest mission projects in terms of time and energy invested 

are the Community Meal & Food Pantry, the Care & Share project, and the Sewing & 

Knitting Group. 

The Care and Share Project is a hygiene-product distribution program designed to 

supplement the SNAP and EBT assistance given by Social Services. Historically, the program 

involved 8–10 congregants as workers on a regular basis, and provided an opportunity for  

ACA workers to “table” in the lobby and 

meet with individuals about healthcare 

needs. We also had tables from the WIC 

program and Catholic Charities. 

This year we expanded the 

Community Meal by offering our 

Tuesday meal as a “grab and go” 

offering, and by creating a food pantry 

in partnership with the Food Bank of the 

Southern Tier, offering food staples on 

an as-needed basis to those who come. 

We integrated the Care & Share project 

into the food pantry so that people did 

not have to come into a closed space to 

wait for their hygiene products. We 

began a partnership with Binghamton 

Food Rescue to maintain a satellite food 

pantry in the First Ward of Binghamton 

and to deliver meals to people staying in 

a transient hotel as guests of the 

Department of Social Services.  

Our new Coordinator, Sherry Conklin, 

has found grants that have allowed us to 

purchase a convection oven and provided 

us with a large commercial refrigerator.  
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We have been sponsored by the Hopler & Eschbach 

Funeral Home, the Binghamton Lions Club, and 

Dunkin’ Joy Children’s Foundation to provide meals. 

Other organizations that support the work of the meal 

include VINES, Wegman’s, and the Rotary Clubs of 

Binghamton and Hillcrest.  

    We’ve had a big increase in need in the community 

this year, but have also been blessed by an increase in 

volunteer interest, particularly from the Binghamton 

University student community. We invite you to join us 

by donating your time, energy, and experience. Our 

volunteers say they feel rewarded many times over for 

the help they provide in making a difference in the 

lives of others.  

Partnerships: 

• Food Bank of the Southern Tier 

• Council of Churches-CHOW 

• Southern Tier Homeless Coalition 

• Rescue Mission 

• VINES 

• Binghamton Food Rescue 

Sewing & Knitting Group: In 2019 and throughout 2020, members of the Sewing & 

Knitting Group had busy hands. Whether sorting generous donations of fabric and yarn 

from the community or carefully stitching comforting items, the Sewing Group continued 

its mission to help others. Even with restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

group made quilts, blankets, hats, scarves, mittens, stuffed animals, and other items for 

donation to new babies, community groups, nursing homes, and those in need.  

The inability to meet in person didn’t hinder the group. Meeting every Wednesday at 

noon via Zoom beginning in spring 2020, the dedicated members provided updates on 

current happenings  

within the church family 

and shared sewing and 

knitting projects that 

were being worked on 

at home. Members 

tuned in from far and 

wide, including Florida 

and Philadelphia. 

2019 Activities: 

• Members met in 

person at the church 

and created approxi–

mately 40 quilts 

Our dedicated volunteers are “essential 
workers” in our ongoing efforts to feed 
those in our community who are food-
insecure. Our food preparation area  
has expanded into Fellowship Hall  

in order to maintain safe distancing. 

Reeta Hayes, Ann Cobb, and Jean Hill work diligently on some of the many  
quilts created by the Sewing Group in 2019 — “back in the day”,  

when Sewing Group was able to meet in person at the church. 
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• Items were displayed in the sanctuary and 

dedicated on November 17  

• Quilts, walker “carry bags,” scarves, hats, 

and mittens were distributed to local 

organizations such as Mom’s House and 

the YWCA, and care facilities such as 

Willow Point, Good Shepherd Fairview, 

United Methodist Homes, and Hilltop  

• Chris and Cindy Burger expanded our 

mission by delivering quilts to Camp 

Sunshine in the State of Maine, a program 

that assists children with terminal cancer  

• Hats, mittens and scarves were provided 

to our UPC lobby community  

• On November 13, WBNG-TV visited the 

church for a news story on the group’s 

work  

2020 Activities: 

• Members met in person and then via 

Zoom, creating approximately 40 quilts 

and an array of other items  

• Others in the congregation unable to attend the Wednesday sessions donated hats and 

mittens to supplement the Sewing Group’s offerings  

• Hats, mittens, scarves, and fabric masks were provided to our UPC lobby community  

• A very generous donation of fabric, yarn, sewing books, notions and other supplies from 

a local seamstress were sorted and organized  

Cindy Burger and Jean Hill prepared the 
many items for distribution to local charities 

and care facilities in December 2020. 

Broome County Executive Jason Garnar presented a 
citation to the group on November 20, 2019, thanking 

the group for “selflessly donating to those in need” 

Quilts, hats, mittens, scarves, stuffed animals, and other items 
were displayed in the sanctuary, filling the entire center section of 
the church, and were dedicated in worship on November 15, 2020. 
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Future Plans: The group looks forward to meeting in person again and will continue its 

mission to provide comforting and functional items for those throughout the community. 

Gratitude from recipients continues to be strong. The group is always seeking new 

members, regardless of prior experience or skill level. For more information, please 

contact the church office or one of the group’s members. 

Current Members: Cindy and Chris Burger, Cindy Chadwick, Ann Cobb, Ellen Hancock-

Berti, Reeta Hayes, Jean Hill, Janet and Len Hoover, Margaret Sands, Nancy Walter, and 

Pastor Becky Kindig.  

Other Projects: 

Walk with Me: In this program we partner with the Family Enrichment Network and 

Justice and Unity in the Southern Tier to better the conditions of people returning to our 

community from incarceration. We fund two part-time case managers, and we reach out to 

community agencies to develop training, support, and job development as the reentry 

process progresses. This year we have also begun to provide space for the Southern Tier 

AIDS Program Work-Ready class, which helps returnees to learn the skills necessary for 

finding and holding a job.  

Presbyterian Mission: The Presbyterian Mission Agency is the ministry and mission 

agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The PMA strives to inspire, equip, and connect 

all Presbyterians for the church’s work. Our congregation actively supports the PMA 

through four special offerings: 

• The One Great Hour of Sharing offering supports hunger and disaster relief, and self-

development of people. 

• The Pentecost offering supports children at risk, and youth & young adult ministry. 

• The Peace & Global Witness offering supports peacemaking and reconciliation. 

• The Christmas Joy Offering supports church leaders — past, present, and future. Our 

contribution was $592, which is divided 50% to Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions and 50% to Racial/Ethnic Education at Presbyterian-related schools and 

colleges. 

Broome County Council of Churches: Projects UPC is involved with include CHOW/

Broome Bounty, Faith in Action (trains volunteer care givers), Hospital Ministry (serves both 

UHS hospitals with 24/7 pastoral care, and trains volunteers for support and advocacy), 

and the Jail Ministry. 

 International Gifts: We are blessed to have a mission 

relationship with Whuti-Srogboe Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church (in the South Volta region of Ghana) through our 

member and their son, Dr. Elikem Nyamuame. The church runs 

the only elementary school in the region. We pledge $1000 

every year to support the work and periodically collect special 

offerings and donations of school supplies and musical 

instruments that Elikem brings to them when he visits his 

family there. 

 Two members of our worshiping community, Betty Wambui 

and Julie Njoroge, grew up in Nairobi, Kenya, and they’ve  

 

Elikem Nyamuame delivered a 
suitcase full of donated music 
donated from UPC’s library  

to Ghana in Fall 2019. 
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helped us develop a relationship with the 

community in the Makadara district of Nairobi. 

Residents of Makadara are a mix of low- and 

middle-income. We support the Bahati Day Care 

and Nursery School through local purchases of books 

and school supplies. In doing so, we support local 

businesses, authors, and educators. This also 

gives agency to the teachers who guide our choices 

and ensures that the books are in accordance with 

the Education Ministry’s directions for this stage 

of education. Another challenge that the Makadara 

community grapples with is an abundance of 

“unanchored youth” who are homeless and live 

without the care of parents or guardians. Working 

with a government-funded youth center in 

Makadara, we purchased shoes for many of the 

boys in this program. 

Support through Providing Space: Our building 

is used for so much more than worship and 

church programs. We engage with the community 

around us by offering space to gather and 

socialize, by providing information and resources 

to help as we are able, and by serving as a 

meeting space and home to other agencies whose missions align with our own. By keeping 

various programs going, we are creating trust and friendship with people from downtown 

Binghamton and all the surrounding neighborhoods. In measuring the church’s impact on 

the local community, we are able to make note of that change. We as a congregation are 

blessed to see change in the lives of those we serve, and change in our spiritual lives for 

the better.  

Almost all of our partnerships in the building have been on hiatus since March 2020, 

with the exception of the the Binghamton City School District’s Adult Education and 

Alternative High School, which continues its program in a modified form during the 

pandemic and is looking forward to reopening in the fall of 2021.  

UPC maintains many integral community partnerships to create the largest impact on  

our friends and neighbors. We serve the children and families of our community, hosting 

the Broome County Urban League’s school-year and summer childcare programs in 2019 

and early 2020, one of few school-age childcare options downtown. 

 For several years, one of our major partners has been 

VINES (Volunteers Improving Neighborhood Environments). 

Housed in the basement office suite, VINES makes it 

possible for people of all incomes to grow their own food or 

access locally grown produce. In VINES serves over 2,000 

families through its community gardens, Grow Binghamton 

youth program, and Farm Share veggie subscription 

program, as well as offering cooking and gardening classes 

for the community. 

Top: Children of the Bahati Day Care and 
Nursery School express their excitement  

with the new school supplies. 

Bottom: Boys and staff from the  
Makadara youth center. 
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We support advocacy and civil rights through our partnerships with the Labor/Action 

Coalition Workers’ Center of the Southern Tier, whose office is located in our building, and 

through the Justice and Unity for the Southern Tier’s “Walk with Me” support system for 

people who have recently been released from the Broome County Jail. We regularly work 

with Citizen Action of New York’s Progressive Leaders of Tomorrow advocacy group and 

the Broome-Tioga NAACP, and we host Narcotics Anonymous meetings. 

Associates for Training and Development (A4TD) moved from the basement up into a 

handicapped-accessible office on the second floor. A4TD administers the U.S. Department 

of Labor’s Senior Community Service Employment Program in central New York and 

northeast Pennsylvania. The SCSEP is a work-based job training program for income-eligible, 

unemployed job seekers age 55 or older. 

We partner with many individuals and groups  

in our local arts community, including the 

Binghamton chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists, the Classical Pianists of the Future, and 

the Binghamton Philharmonic. In September 2019, 

we were happy to host the “Sviatovid” installation 

for the LUMA Festival as a gift to the community. 

Healthy lifestyle partnerships continue between 

UPC and Southern Tier AIDS Prevention Program, 

Southern Tier Care Coordination, Catholic Charities 

of Broome County, the Family Enrichment Network, 

and United Health Care, and we hope to resume 

our hosting of these groups. In fall 2020, our long-

time building partner Truth Pharm moved out of 

the building to a new office suite, having outgrown 

the space they had been using on the second floor. 

We wish them well as they continue to expand their 

mission of providing information and support for 

those affected by the drug addiction epidemic. 

Our partnership with the Presbytery of 

Susquehanna Valley continues as we house the 

Presbytery’s records archives and provide storage 

for equipment used for events and assembly 

meetings. 

We are so happy that we can partner with so many organizations that are helping to 

make a real, positive impact on the lives of people in downtown Binghamton and the 

surrounding area. Thank you for your support in welcoming all of these groups into our 

building to do ministry with us! 

Future Plans: It is our hope that we will be able to begin to expand our programs again as 

we move forward into 2021. We are grateful that God has given us the resources to be a 

mission center in downtown Binghamton. We would be glad to hear from you about the 

priorities you hold as we begin to envision the future anew.  

The “Sviatovid” installation at the 2019 
LUMA Festival brought 5,000 people into  
our sanctuary over the two-night event. 
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Team Reports 

 

The following pages contain the 

reports from all of our teams 

doing the work of the church. 

Many thanks to all who serve  

on a team or who have helped  

a team with what God is calling 

us to do! 

 

 

 

    These reports are written by the teams 

and include a brief description of what 

each team does, some highlights from the  

past 18 months, what they hope to 

accomplish in the coming year, and the 

names of the team members. 

 

 

If you feel God is calling you to 

join in any of the work being 

done by these teams, talk to one 

of the team members listed, or 

to one of the pastors. We’d love 

to have your help! 
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Communications Team 

Team Purpose: Using print, digital, broadcast, and other media as appropriate, keep 

members of the congregation and the community informed about programs and services 

available at UPC. Encourage a welcoming environment at the building entrances and lobby. 

Activities in 2019–20 

• Publications including the UP-Beat Newsletter, Sunday worship guide, and Annual 

Financial Report and Congregational Activity Report. 

• Brochures describing educational programs, volunteer opportunities, church history, and 

general information about UPC. 

• Website and social media management. 

• Creation of electronic fill-in forms for volunteer interest, facility use requests, and various 

events using our website, Google Forms, and Adobe Acrobat Pro. 

• Live broadcast of weekly worship 

services on YouTube (previously 

on Facebook Live) and Zoom. 

• Management of reprinting and 

streaming license for music used 

in worship. 

• Audio and video recording for 

worship music and liturgy 

readers. 

• Audio, video, and internet 

support for worship services and 

church meetings and events, 

such as book studies, Sewing 

Group, music rehearsals, and 

Friday night “cocktail hour”. 

• Directional signs for events and 

group meetings; safety signage 

for lobby and meeting rooms. 

• Information technology 

troubleshooting and support: 

upkeep and expansion of 

internet and telecommunications 

systems; installation of software 

and drivers; management of 

church’s climate control and 

video surveillance systems. 

• Audio, video, and internet support for group meetings and events held in the building, 

including a YouTube live video premiere for the American Guild of Organists recital in 

November 2020. 
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Future Plans 

We will be upgrading our camera and audio system to improve the quality of our music 

recordings and to prepare for resuming live streams of in-person worship services.  

We hope to see progress on our electronic sign in the near future. The vendor we were 

contracting with filed for bankruptcy and failed to fulfill his contract. We will be pursuing a 

different avenue. 

Current Team Members: Sally Hunt; Office Coordinator Scott Kindig, Pastor Kimberly 

Chastain, and Pastor Becky Kindig. 

Card Committee 

In August 2020, amid the months-long pandemic and inability to connect in person, 

reviving and expanding the UPC tradition of sending cards and notes on important 

occasions seemed particularly fitting. As a result, a committee was formed in an effort to 

reach out to family and friends in our church community to recognize birthdays, 

anniversaries, illnesses, bereavement, remembrances, new babies, new members, holidays, 

graduations, new jobs, and other milestones meriting special thoughts, celebrations and/

or prayers. Spearheaded by Pastor Kimberly and Margaret Davis, the committee includes 

Margaret, Lana Ogden, Suzie Northrop-Raboy and Cindy Chadwick. 

Activities as of December 31, 2020: 

• Committee established and organized (August); monthly check-in meetings held 

• Total of 186 cards sent: 

August: 31 cards 

September: 27 cards 

October: 40 cards 

November: 29 cards 

December: 59 cards (includes holiday cards to UPC staff and special “pop-up” cards in 

lieu of Christmas sanctuary flowers to a group of congregation members) 

• Updated birthdays and addresses of church members, friends and family (ongoing) 

• Monthly activity logs prepared and provided to the church office, pastors and Session 

The committee is grateful to be part of this ministry and welcomes anyone who would like 

to join us. In addition, we would appreciate notifications of events and celebrations in  

the congregation so we don’t miss any, and are always open to suggestions for special 

occasion cards.  
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Spiritual Formation Team 

Team Purpose: The Spiritual Formation team creates opportunities for the UPC community 

to grow in their spiritual development with God and with each other. We helped to provide 

numerous offerings in the last 18 months that we hope that you enjoyed as much as we 

did. 

Highlights of 2019–20 

We changed course in the fall of 2019 with our 

Sunday school offerings by combining the youth and 

adults into an Intergenerational Sunday school with 

stations set up in the Library Lounge. During coffee 

hour, everyone was invited to interact with the 

stations and with each other. This is especially 

important for our youth to see adults learning and 

also to help form relationships with others. There 

were several different kinds of stations — some 

offering more factual information with discussion 

questions and others inviting the participants into a 

time of prayer. The stations were based on the 

scripture themes for the month, so there was time to 

one each week or catch up if you missed a week. 

In October 2019, we sponsored our 

church retreat at Stony Point Retreat 

Center. We focused on the theme of 

Sanctuary and explored ways to be  

a community but also on ways to 

provide nurture for our own spirits. 

One activity to choose was making 

our own mini Zen garden. 

 We planned our Adult Education series for the 2019–20 

school year to include both book studies and movies. We read 

Waiting for the Last Bus and Neighborhood Church in the fall 

of 2019 and were able to start our movie series with “Amazing 

Grace” and “Doubt” before we had to change course for the 

pandemic. We continued our  

book studies over Zoom, getting 

to read Entering the Passion of 

Jesus led by Pastor Kimberly and 

Falter led by Chris Burger. In the 

summer, Judy Westcott led a 

group of us in a mindfulness 

study while we read Strength in 

the Storm. 

As the pandemic started in 

March of 2020, we had to pivot 

Sunday school again. In order  
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to keep the kids feeling connected, we started 

sending Sunday school packets home to 

families with children. Each week Pastor Becky 

and receptionist Tammie Cummings would 

send a packet with an overview of the scripture 

lesson, some coloring pages, and a craft or 

activity. We have loved getting pictures back 

from the families with what they created with 

the materials we sent. 

Over the summer of 2020, we still were able 

to have a recognition of the graduates, getting 

to see a slide show of all those who graduated 

from college or from high school this year, despite the 

challenges the pandemic threw at them with trying to finish 

school in online-only formats. We are so proud of their 

accomplishments! And we were able to send off our high school 

graduate Jullian Wanjama with our traditional blanket and the 

Traugher scholarship. 

Our Monday Noon Bible study continued to make their way 

through books of the Bible covering all of Psalms, Ezra, and 

Nehemiah. The Bible study continued on Zoom during the 

pandemic and has covered Revelation, 1 Maccabees, and the 

Christmas narratives in Luke and Matthew, and is now reading 

the Epistles of the New Testament with the help of the book 

Evolution of the Word by Marcus Borg, which puts the letters 

into the order they were written and gives context about the 

periods when they were written. 

Future Plans 

The Spiritual Formation Team invites anyone to share their thoughts 

for what they would like to see in the months ahead to help nourish 

you in this time. We have some ideas for some more book studies, 

and Pastor Becky is working on a Lenten discipline called “Sundays in 

the Park for Prayer”. The idea would be to set aside some intentional 

prayer time out in nature. We would gather (masked and socially 

distant) at a different park each Sunday afternoon and be aware of 

God’s creation around us. We would come back together after our 

walk and talk to each other about where we saw God and have a 

prayer. Depending on the weather, we may choose to stay outside as 

a group for only 15 minutes or maybe an hour. We will decide each 

week. All ages are welcome! Becky is creating a schedule and will 

have more information in the next few weeks. 

Current Team Members: Doug Jones, chair; Chris Burger, Lou McKeage, Jon Morse, Judy 

Westcott; Pastor Becky Kindig and Pastor Kimberly Chastain. 
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Worship and Music Team 

Team Purpose: To oversee and coordinate all aspects of United Presbyterian Church’s 

worship services. 

Highlights of 2019–20 

• The Church Picnic, June 9, 2019: Our church family worshiped at Otsiningo Park, 

which included the adult baptism of Jon Morse, followed by our Annual Congregational 

Meeting (Part 2) and a potluck picnic.  

• Triennium Commissioning, July 14, 2019: We commissioned the members of our 

congregation headed for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium (Jullian Wanjama, Shawn 

Landon, and Pastor Becky Kindig). 

• Dinner Church, June 23 and July 18, 2019: The congregation enjoyed these more 

casual services, held at 4:30pm and followed by a potluck dinner. These services 

encouraged discussion amongst the congregants. 

• August 25, 2019: 400th Anniversary of the first landing of enslaved Africans on English-

occupied North America, commemorated as a day of healing and reconciliation. Parks, 

churches, community partners, and the public came together in solidarity to ring bells 

simultaneously across the nation for 4 minutes.  

• Taizé worship service, October 20, 2019: 

Aaron Whitney and Shawn Landon, who  

both went as members of the Presbytery  

of Susquehanna’s young-adult trip to the 

ecumenical Christian monastic fraternity in 

Taizé, France, facilitated a Taizé-style service  

• The Feast of All Saints, celebrated November 

3, 2019: We did a “Bouquet of Remembrance” 

for our members who died in the past year, and 

for all of those who are deceased that we 

continue to keep in our hearts. 

• Advent 2019: On each of the Sundays in Advent, we had speakers either during or after 

worship on various topics: Dec. 1, Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley on stewardship; Dec. 8, Susan 

Thornton on her work with Syrian refugees in Lesvos, Greece; Dec. 15, Jo Van Rue on her 

clergy witness in Arizona, dealing with refugees in our country and U.S. policies. 

• December 22, 2019: The Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

of Binghamton and UPC presented a radio play, A Christmas 

Carol by Charles Dickens, after worship. 

• Christmas Eve: We celebrated with a lovely 4:00pm service 

with lessons and carols, candlelight, communion, and music. 

• December 29, 2019: The UUCB brought their chalice over to 

UPC as we officially welcomed them to our church while their 

building was being renovated. We had a Taizé-style worship 

service with a potluck afterwards. 

• Mid-March 2020: Ceased in-person worship services, with a 

small worship team continuing to gather on Sunday mornings  

 



29 

to live-stream the services on Facebook Live. Added the Zoom platform to enable remote 

worship over the phone for those who don’t have reliable internet access. 

• Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020: After distributing palms to the congregation, collected 

photos and videos to create a “together apart” Palm Parade to integrate into our live-

streamed worship service. 

• Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2020, and Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020: Broadcast our 

first pre-recorded worship service videos. There were ~150 views of our Easter service. 

• Honoring Earth Day, April 26, 2020: “A Blessing 

of the Animals”, for which the congregation was 

asked to send photos of their animals. 

• May 15, 2020: During the “Time for the Young at 

Heart”, Pastor Becky and her daughter Emma 

delighted us with an introduction to the goats 

which Emma cares for at a local farm. This helped 

to illuminate the worship theme for the children 

and the congregation. 

• Ascension Sunday, May 24, 2020: Pastor Kimberly and her niece Sara Lieberman 

incorporated a unique dialogue about the Ascension into the service. 

• Pentecost, May 31, 2020: The service focused on cultural diversity. This was when we 

were supposed to have our annual Church Picnic and Congregational Meeting (with our 

church program reports), which we had to forego. 

• July 5, 2020: Celebrated our first online communion service, and recognized the high 

school and college graduates in our congregation. 

• August 2020: We welcomed three guest preachers: Aug. 2, Rev. Cindy Kohlmann, 

former co-Moderator of the 223rd General Assembly, led a communion service prepared 

by the Presbytery of Boston and made available Synod-wide; Aug. 23, Rev. Dr. Amaury 

Tañón-Santos, Synod Networker for the Synod of the Northeast; Aug. 30, Rev. Naomi 

Washington-Leaphart, Director of Faith-Based and Interfaith Affairs in the Philadelphia 

Mayor's Office for Public Engagement. 

• Our Money Story, October 2020: 

Pastor Kimberly, Pastor Pat Raube (Union 

PC in Endicott), and Pastor Rachel 

Helgeson (Northminster PC in Endwell) 

did a worship series on stewardship. 

• The Feast of All Saints, November 1, 

2020: UPC delivered flowers to those of 

the congregation who had loved ones 

pass away in the past year, making a 

short video of them as they made a 

dedication, which was included in the  

service. Photos were sent in by the congregation for other loved ones to be remembered 

from years past were also included in the service. 

• A Service of Light and Breath, November 8, 2020: UPC had a service for healing 

during these troubling times. Written by Rev. Michelle Wahila, a minister in our 

Presbytery who lives in France, this meditative service featured candles and readings. 
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• Advent 2020: We participated in the “One Candle 

Movement”. UPC Session and Worship Team 

members delivered yard signs to all of the families 

of the congregation. The signs depicted one candle 

with the words of Advent (Hope, Peace, Joy, and 

Love), which tried to foster the idea of unity amid 

the many divisions in our country. Pastor Becky 

also sent out Advent packets to the congregation, 

with ideas for how to fully participate in this 

season, even though we are still sheltering-in-place. 

• Christmas Eve 2020: Our online service of  

lessons and carols at 4:00pm included 

beautiful musical offerings from our 

congregation. Singing “Silent Night” was 

particularly memorable, as it included many 

members, who had been videotaped 

previously by the Session and Worship Team, 

holding a lit candle at their home residence.  

• Christmas Concert, December 27: Our 

Sunday morning worship service premiered 

on YouTube a second time the same evening 

as a gift to the community. With musical 

offerings created by more than 25 members 

of the congregation, the service included 

over an hour of music, featuring handbell 

pieces, organ, piano, various instrumental 

pieces, and the vocal and handchime choirs.  

It was beautiful, festive, and uplifting!  

Thank you from the Worship Team! Throughout the pandemic, UPC has implemented 

services that have tried to convey a sense of the familiarity, resiliency, and connectedness 

in these traumatic times. UPC has tried to include as many people as possible from our 

congregation in our worship services through musical offerings, as readers, and as 

participants in the services so that we can still see each other and feel like we are a 

congregation, united together in worship. Blessed be the tie that binds! We could not have 

done this without the flexibility of our pastors, musical directors, musicians, and the 

efforts of UPC’S amazing worship production team (Scott Kindig, Phil Westcott, David 

Williams, and Sara Lieberman). A heartfelt thanks to all of you!  

Instrument stewardship: Releathering of the sanctuary organ was completed during the 

summer of 2020. The Klop continuo organ was sold to an organization who was able to 

put it to much better use than we could.  

Musicians for worship services: Becky Mebert has secured many talented people from 

our congregation and community over the past 18 months. Among them have been: Our 

wonderful choir, with choir section leaders Lianne Aharony (2019), Cole Tornberg (2019), 

Victoria Barics, Ryan Holleran, Julia Naldjian, Starletta Noll-Long; UPC’s United Ringers 

Handbell Choir; musical offerings by children in our congregation (the Hickeys and 
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Nyamuames), Andy Chadwick (organ, piano), Rebecca Copek (flute), Jean Henssler (organ 

and piano), Kristina Ruffo (piano), the Vivace Recorder group (Lana Ogden and Claude 

Cornwall); Emma Schenemann (cello); Margaret Davis (violin); Andrew Beaty (viola); Nathan 

Raboy (trombone, piano), Elikem Nyamuame (drums, piano, organ); Aimee Backus (alto 

vocal, flute, and choir director), Ernest Backus (baritone vocal, drums), Emily Backus (steel 

drums), Phil Westcott (bass vocal, tenor saxophone, guitar, percussion, Bell Choir Director, 

technician), David Williams (tenor vocal, flute, arranger, sound technician), and Austin 

Shadduck (saxophone, shakuhachi, tenor vocal, Bell Choir Director, succeeding Phil in 

2020). 

Report from Music Coordinator Rebecca Mebert: At the beginning of 2020, with the glow 

of Christmas Eve still with us, who could imagine that our lives would change so drastically, 

so quickly — from complete family gatherings in the sanctuary to complete carols pre-

recorded in our homes and sent in. In April, with the science telling us not to sing in person 

because of the danger of COVID-19 transmission, we began to learn how to worship from 

home. We stalled at first trying to think how worship could be done from each of our homes 

or from historic saved worship services. But it did not take long for staff to be creative and 

to teach volunteer music participants how to be a part once again of voice and bell choirs. 

The ultimate year-end experience mentioned 

to me was the Christmas Eve service and the 

music concert gift to the community on 

December 27. Editing magic created the visual 

of us all together in little boxes singing or just 

holding our candles for the traditional “Silent 

Night”. We have, with the gift of technology 

provided by the expertise of people within our 

congregation, moved from worship live on 

Facebook to carefully edited and produced and 

professionally presented worship on YouTube. 

Choir learned to pre-record in their homes, on 

their phones or iPads, and send to Aimee or 

Phil for the download with final editing by 

David Williams and Phil Westcott. Scott Kindig, 

bell and voice choir member, recording 

technician and music archive librarian, is the 

“glue” that holds it all together. He can 

resource music from previous services to be 

used again or indicate a new recording is 

needed. He is the main technician to record in 

the sanctuary. He is the navigator that keeps us  

all on track of what is needed to complete the worship recording, that is launched on 

YouTube on Sundays at 10:00 but there for our viewing convenience any time. Our choir 

directors, Aimee Backus (vocal) and Austin Shadduck (handchimes) create “click-tapes” — 

keyboard music with metronome click to keep us all together — as we sing or play 

individually. The end result is the visual of faces in rectangles singing as one voice or 

playing chimes for each choir that is seen in worship. Bell choir has shifted to handchimes 

because they are far less fragile than handbells, so ringers can keep their assigned chimes 

in their homes for rehearsal and recording. Both vocal and handchime choir rehearsals are 
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on Zoom on Wednesdays. Section leaders remain important to our music, recording service 

music and hymns as needed each week to help lead the congregational hymns with a full 

sound on YouTube worship. 

Other surprises from our need to be creative in COVID times were the music groups 

practicing outside: Drumming led by Elikem Nyuamuame and his family, and Handchimes 

led by Austin Shadduck. A neighbor, hearing the chime rehearsal in the parking lot called 

out, “so beautiful to hear, thank you.”  

Two new string players surfaced to augment our worship, Margaret Davis, violin, and 

Andrew Beaty, viola. Emma Schenemann, a community member, has continued to play cello 

for services and to join with Margaret and Andrew. Margaret, who joined the church in May, 

was the inspiration for the Christmas “gift to the community” concert on 12/27.  

All of this creativity, though challenging at times as we all navigate different skills and 

knowledge, continue to provide the spiritual nurturing for us as music groups and 

congregational members who faithfully tune in to worship from all over the United States. 

Current Worship & Music Team Members: Suzie Northrop Raboy, chair; Andy Chadwick, 

Margaret Davis, Jean Hill; Music Coordinator Becky Mebert, Pastor Kimberly Chastain, 

Pastor Becky Kindig. 
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Property Team 

Team Purpose: The Property Team strives to have us be good stewards of the physical 

resources that we have so that we can continue to be a place for God’s mission in this 

community. That job entails: 

• Making sure the building is welcoming, clean, and safe — for worship, programs, and 

mission that takes place here. 

• Being consciously ecologically-minded in the ways in which we manage the building. 

• Working to keep what we have in good working order, making repairs as necessary, and 

upgrading what does not meet new standards. 

Highlights of 2019–20 

• The light pole along the exit driveway was replaced, the 

breaker panel outside the sanctuary was changed, and 

several other minor electrical jobs were done. 

• Completed repair of flat roof over Library Lounge, Chapel, 

and Terrace Room. 

• Installed a new air handler system for the Chapel and 

Terrace Room. 

• Finished replacing outside fire doors. 

• Completed repointing of brickwork on the towers and the 

education building. 

• The parking lot was excavated to expose 

the joint of three pipes. The three pipes 

(roof storm drains) went into the catch 

basin in the parking lot. We learned the 

blueprints of the building are not accurate. 

This was followed by a major excavation to 

replace the catch basin and dry well, which 

will relieve the water problems we’ve 

experienced in the basement. 
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• Outdoor cleanup days: September 2019 with 

United Way Day of Caring volunteers, and 

October 2020 with congregation members, 

masked and distanced. 

 

• Prepped the building for COVID: installed 

plexiglass around Welcome Desk and hand 

sanitizer units around the building, replaced 

locks on bathroom doors with vacant/

occupied locks for single-person use, and 

added , social distancing stickers and 

stanchions for routing people through the 

building. 
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• The Chapel and Room 104 (the former 

Hands of Hope office) were cleaned out, 

painted, and new floors were put down. 

The Chapel also had the ceiling repaired 

and repainted. This allowed the Music 

Team to empty two rooms upstairs and 

move everything into Room 104. 

 

Future Plans 

The main project on the horizon in 2021 is 

the repair of the sanctuary roof. Due to the 

unpredictable nature of this year, no other 

major projects have been planned yet. 

 
Current Team Members: George Cummings, chair; Chris Burger, Jean Hill, Ken Mebert, 

Kathy Preston, Bill Sands; Pastor Becky Kindig; Cindy Burger, secretary. 
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Personnel Team 

Team Purpose: To select and support paid personnel and provide fair treatment for all staff  

Staff in 2019–20: Our staff is our face to the community. They multiply the effectiveness of 

the congregation’s ministry and mission. Due to the number of programs and partner 

groups in our building, we are open Monday through Friday, daytimes and evenings. This 

schedule and building use were modified during 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic; 

hours were reduced or the building was closed as necessary based on state and/or local 

restrictions and guidelines. Our staff continued to accommodate the needs of the 

congregation and community despite the pandemic, adapting to and assisting with ever-

changing circumstances. Office and building staff remained indispensable to vital 

community outreach and keeping our building clean, safe, and welcoming.  

Staff Changes: Sherry Conklin began serving as the Community Meal Coordinator in 

December 2019. Due to the increasing demand for the community meal service, the 

establishment of a food pantry during the pandemic, and growing opportunities for 

community partnerships surrounding food insecurity, in December 2020 Session approved 

the Personnel Team’s recommendation to expand this position from 20 to 35 hours per 

week. Alex Hayes began kitchen worker duties for the Community Meal program in 2019. 

When the pandemic spurred virtual church services, the Personnel Team adjusted 

positions as necessary to meet the growing technological needs associated with on-line 

services. A position of Video Production Editor was created, and filled by Phil Westcott who 

was assisting with this work previously. David Williams continued to serve as an audio 

technician to support our virtual services.  

Austin Shadduck joined the music staff as director of the United Ringers handbell choir, 

a position formerly held by Phil Westcott. Austin also provides tenor support and 

instrumental talents. Victoria Barics became a choir section leader. 

James Favor and Mark Barnes became members of the building maintenance staff. Due 

to the move to virtual church, nursery attendant duties were suspended in 2020.  

We bade fond farewells to Brooke Bokal (nursery attendant), Katie Kukol Wright 

(community meal and kitchen coordinator) and Cole Tornberg, Ryan Holleran, and Julia 

Naldjian (choir section leaders).  

Special Dedication: The Personnel Team lost a beloved and vital member in early 2020 

with the death of Marilyn Myers. Her dedication, hard work, and knowledge were 

unmatched. Marilyn’s guidance and skills are deeply missed.  

Current and Future Activities: The Personnel Team is continuing to work on creating 

and/or updating job descriptions, establishing a schedule for performance reviews, 

implementing systems to manage and track daily work assignments, and streamlining 

timekeeping procedures and tools. The Team will also review staffing post-pandemic for 

any necessary adjustments based on church and community needs. 

Current Team Members: Kathy Preston, Lou McKeage, Cindy Chadwick, and Pastor 

Kimberly Chastain. 
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Our Staff (left to right, top to bottom): 

Kimberly P Chastain, Pastor/Head of Staff 

Becky Kindig, Associate Pastor 

Scott Kindig, Office Coordinator 

Vanessa Warren, Finance Administrator 

Tammie Cummings, Welcome Desk 

receptionist 

Sherry Conklin, Community Meal 

Coordinator 

Eugene Favor, Building Manager 

Jamel Allen, custodian 

Mark Barnes, custodian 

James Favor, custodian 

Dave Schneider, custodian 

Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 

Aimee Backus, UPC Choir Director 

Victoria Barics, soprano section leader 

Starlotta Noll-Long, alto section leader 

Austin Shadduck, United Ringers director 

and tenor section leader 

Phil Westcott, Video Production Editor and 

bass section leader 

David Williams, audio technician and 

musician 

Alex Hayes, kitchen staff 
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2021 Ministry & Mission Budget Allocation 

Our budget process for 2021 was affected by the pandemic, 
as everything else in our lives has been. So this budget  
is based on what we actually spent in 2020, what we  
believe we might spend in 2021, and what we hope  
might happen as vaccinations are administered and  
it becomes safer to gather in ways that were usual  
before the pandemic. Some of the numbers will be  
too high, and others will be too low. But for this year,  
the descriptions of our five areas of life together  
remain the same, and we are saying what we want to  
be and do. 

     May God bless our efforts and our intentions with 
effectiveness, and grant us eyes to see our way forward  
for the future. 

Nourishing Worship 

The vital center of our life as a congregation is the 
Sunday morning worship service, when we gather  
as a family of faith. This is where our work begins 
and is nurtured — in the love and worship of God, 
and the community we are building to glorify God. 

• We welcome people of all ages and cultures, are 
open and affirming of LGBTQIA+ families.  

• We share the Word in a range of styles and 
experiences, striving to accommodate special 
needs. 

• The preaching is practical and focused on 
understanding and living the gospel in our world. 

• The music is varied and inclusive, featuring 
instruments from organ and piano to saxophone and 
drums, with a bell choir as well as a talented vocal 
choir to lead our singing. 

• As we pray for each other in good times and hard 
times, we grow together in faith. 

• Children are encouraged to participate in the 
conduct and leadership of the worship as they are 
able from an early age. A “Pray Ground” offers a 
space to play and participate in age-appropriate 
activities within the context of the worshipping 
community. 

In 2020, we have worshiped online since Palm Sunday, 
and found ways to adapt what we do to reflect these 

priorities. One of the ways we have expanded our 
commitment to welcome and inclusion is by using 

subtitles that allow people with hearing impairment 
to understand what is spoken or sung. We have been 

providing worship packets to the children that  
are mailed each week before the service starts.  

They include the story from scripture and activities 
that can assist the children to understand  

the message or theme of the day.  

Radical Hospitality 

Early in our life together as United Presbyterian, 
the Session decided that we will welcome anyone 

who shares our vision of a place to grow, to gather, 
and to build each other up. Every encounter is 

challenging, and every day we learn more about 
how to love God’s people and provide a safe place 
for people to come together and grow together. 

• A cup of coffee on a cold morning. 

• A candlelight vigil as the community grieves for 
lives lost in tragedy. 

• A place for children to learn and grow after school 
in a safe and nurturing environment. 

• A chance to start again for adults who did not 
finish high school at the usual time. 

• A community coming from all walks of life, to serve 
and share a meal around tables every Tuesday 
night. 

• A community garden that helps to supply 
nourishment for those in need. 

• A venue for arts groups such as LUMA and Tri-Cities 
Opera to share their work in the downtown area. 

This may be the place that we have felt the impact of 
the pandemic the most: we have adapted the lobby, 
the bathrooms, and the building use guidelines to be 
as welcoming as possible, but right now we cannot 
offer a welcome space or a chance to warm up with  

a cup of coffee. The Urban League’s after-school 
childcare program has been on hiatus since March, 
and although we hope that this partnership will 
resume, it is hard to say when it will be. And we  
have offered two concerts virtually, but it is not 
possible to offer space to the arts as we have in 
“usual time”. So our budget numbers here are  

purely aspirational: this is what we hope it  
will look like when the fog of uncertainty clears.  

 19.3% 
Nourishing  

 Worship 

      Radical  

Hospitality 

20.7% 
      16.9% 
   Challenging  
Conversations 

Transforming  

   Mission 

   25.5% 

 Ties  
that Bind 

17.6% 
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Challenging Conversations 

Our growth as Christians begins in the worship  
of the living God, and is grounded in common 
prayer, study, and conversations with each 

other and with those who can teach us more 
about our world and how we can respond to it. 

These conversations are fostered through: 

• Monday night book studies. 

• Sunday morning center-based learning that is 
geared toward multi-generational conversation. 

• Movie showings and discussions. 

• Potluck dinners featuring speakers and 
witnesses who tell stories and invite us into 
new worlds. 

• Bible studies that focus on the meaning of the 
texts in their time and context, then consider 
what they mean in the 21st century. 

• Participation in wider community conversations 
through Children of Abraham, BRSC, Justice 
and Unity for the Southern Tier, and other 
partner organizations. 

The ways in which we participate in  
conversations have shifted, but the interest  
and participation remain high, and we look 
forward to times when we can eat together  

and watch programs in the same room again.  

Transforming Mission 

We work to transform our community through 
alliances and outreach to people at risk in our 

society: the formerly incarcerated, the homeless, 
people with addictions. We share space, support  

PC(USA) mission programs and offerings, and: 

• Support two case managers in the “Walk with Me” 
program, helping people returning from 
incarceration. 

• Minister to the incarcerated through the Jail 
Ministry of Broome County Council of Churches. 

• Support community arts programs such as Tri-
Cities Opera, LUMA, and PorchFest. 

• Work together with NAACP, PLOT, Justice and 
Unity for the Southern Tier, STAP, and BRSC to  
end racism, confront violence, and bring new 
possibilities for life together in Broome County. 

• Offer hygiene products not covered by government 
assistance through our Care and Share Project. 

• Participate with VINES, CHOW and the Food Bank 
of the Southern Tier to ensure that everyone has 
access to nourishment. 

We have expanded our community meal program by 
adding a food pantry, and we have integrated the 

Care and Share products into the pantry, so that we 
continue to serve the hungry and the unhoused in an 

expanded way, with “Grab and Go” meals, gloves  
and masks provided for those who need them, and 
partnering with Binghamton Food Rescue to deliver 
meals to people who are staying in a transient hotel 

as guests of the Department of Social Services.  

Ties that Bind  

The old hymn begins, “Blessed be the ties that bind our hearts in Christian love…” and we continue 
to explore new ways to connect with each other, to welcome newcomers to the family of faith, and 

to support those who are struggling in our midst. Some of the ways we accomplish this are: 

• Through small dinner parties and larger potluck dinners, visiting programs, shared work parties and an 
annual congregational retreat, we are growing together as a family of faith. 

• We are building a Deacons ministry to make sure that no one gets left behind, whether homebound, 
traveling, or going through a season of struggle and difficulty. 

• We bring worship services and communion to local nursing homes, and pastoral care and resources to 
Binghamton University through the newly formed Interfaith Council. 

• Work together with More Light Presbyterians toward the full participation of LGBTQIA+ people in the 
life, ministry, and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) — and in society. 

Our commitment to building connections continues, and we have found many different ways to  
keep in touch with each other, from a weekly “cocktail hour” on Zoom to a revived card ministry  

that acknowledges joys and challenges in people’s lives weekly. The Session drops off worship  
materials for people, and we create slide shows to help us keep each other in mind.  

We are working on new ways to gather outside, and planning for a time when we can restart  
some of these programs, with new insight and understanding gained from our time apart.  



 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ  

by doing justice, loving kindness, and  

walking humbly with God (Micah 6:8). 

 


