
Welcome to the Celebration! 

December 16, 2018  •  10:00am 

 

 HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available; 

please inquire with one of our ushers. 
 

 Today’s songs are found in the green 

“Worship and Rejoice” hymn book. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Everyone is welcome here 

 THE PROCLAMATION 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made  

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time  

I will cause a righteous branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem  

will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.” ( Jeremiah 33:14–16) 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 GATHERING MUSIC AND CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) 

  All (sing): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  One: From the smallness of Bethlehem comes something ancient and mighty. 

 The littlest family will stand in majestic strength. 

 People will live in safety. 

 The lost will come back home. 

 God will come to heal us. 

  All (sing): 



  One: Listen for God’s blessings. 

 Feel how your heart leaps for joy. 

 Believe that what God has promised even now is starting to come true. 

  All (sing): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

*SONG OF PREPARATION   #158 Blessed Be the God of Israel 

 

The Word is Proclaimed 

 INVITATION TO LISTEN 

 

 THE STORY   Luke 1:39–55 

 

 A TIME OF REFLECTION  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   #170 My Soul Proclaims With Wonder 

 

*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (an affirmation of faith written by Stephen M Fearing) 

We believe that God has come to us; 

 that God brought us into being, 

 that this God gave us breath and purpose, 

 that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others, 

 that we have fallen short of this commandment 

 but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness. 

We believe that God is coming to us; 

 that God is not happy to leave us alone, 

 that this God will come to us as a particular human being, 

 that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours, 

 that Mary will soon give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy, 

 that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete. 

We believe that God will come to us; 

 that God will have the final word and that Word will be good, 

 that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit to continue our work, 

 that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth, 

 that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more, 

 and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!” 

 

 SPECIAL MUSIC   “Ev’ry valley shall be exalted” from Messiah by G.F. Handel 
 

  Ev’ry valley shall be exalted, and ev’ry mountain and hill made low;  

  the crooked straight and the rough places plain. (Isaiah 40:4) 

 



 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen! 

 

 OFFERING 

  OFFERTORY   “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion” from Messiah by G.F. Handel 
 

  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

  Behold, thy King cometh unto thee! He is the righteous Savior, 

  and He shall speak peace unto the heathen. (Zechariah 9:9–10) 

 

  PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

   Bless now these gifts, God. Help them to become instruments of your grace 

that help us to fill the hungry with good things, to lift up the lowly, to help 

all your servants show mercy so that we will all remember your promise 

that this world is about to turn. Amen.  

 

Preparing the Way of the Lord 

 THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 

 THE CANDLES AND THE FLOWERS ARE SET 

 

 WE SING   #205 Away in a Manger 

 

 THE FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD CANDLES ARE LIT 

 

 WE PRAY TOGETHER 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION  Marilynn Guinane 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

*SONG OF SENDING   Canticle of the Turning (see back page) 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you! 

 (Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.) 

Please join us after worship for refreshments in the Terrace Room. 



Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Liturgist  Lou McKeage 

Music Team  Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator; Aimee Backus, Choral director;  

Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell choir director; Lianne Aharony, soprano;  

John Cockerill, piano; Cole Tornberg, tenor  ~  Ushers  Joyce & Bill Donohue 

·      •      •      •      • 
Cover image: Bette Lynn Dickinson, “The Magnificat” from A Pregnant Pause (2018).  Gathering Music and hymns from 

Worship & Rejoice (Hope Publishing Co., 2008) and Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs (Westminster John 

Knox Press, 2013).  Anthem and Offertory from Messiah (HWV 56) by George Frideric Handel, 1741. 

    Our worship service is streaming on Facebook Live: facebook.com/UPCBinghamton/videos/ 

(Refrain) 
 
 
(Refrain) 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/UPCBinghamton/videos/

