Everyone is welcome here

Welcome to the Celebration!
September 16, 2018 • 10:00am
HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available;
please inquire with one of our ushers.
Today’s hymns are found in the green
“Worship and Rejoice” hymn book.
*Please rise in body or in spirit.

We Gather as a Community of Faith
GATHERING MUSIC
WORDS

OF

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
One: Friends in Christ, come apart from the chaos for a while, and linger in the
presence of God who is our source of life.
Many: God calls us to renew ourselves, and to find our life’s purpose.
One: The One who has made us would not have us journey alone. We gather as a
sacred community of love, together on the quest to know God’s hope for our
lives and for this church.
All: May we truly seek to live more faithfully as Christ’s family, listening for
the voice of God in our midst.
OPENING PRAYER (unison)
Source of all goodness and compassion, move us this day to be generous in
our giving and care. May we not hold back in fear or self-protection but live so
that others might find renewed meaning and hope in this life, in this time. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen!
*SONG

OF

GATHERING #574 Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service

Children In Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14
We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they
are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. There is a PrayGround space
with books, coloring sheets, and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary, if that
suits your family’s needs.
There is also a nursery for infants through age 4 with a staff attendant, if
that is a better choice for your family. Ask an usher or a pastor how to find it!

We Hear the Word
FOCUS LESSON James 2:1–13
TIME

FOR THE

YOUNG

AT

HEART

REFLECTIONS

Rev. Kimberly P Chastain

We Respond to the Word
*SONG

OF

RESPONSE #372 I Then Shall Live

*WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (unison, from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991)
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,
the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and we serve.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks,
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!
OFFERING
OFFERTORY “A Prayer to the Unseen,” 15th c. Italian, arr. by Mueller
Unseen Spirit, hear thy children; hear them in their prayers unspoken.
Stir all hearts that now are sleeping; grant that they be given thy blessing.
When they to thy power awaken, fill their souls with trust unshaken;
Thus with strength and faith invested, thee they serve all consecrated.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
We bring a wide variety of gifts to the table, O God,
gifts that we have received by your grace.
Take all we offer — our money, our time, our talents,
our dreams, our hands, our hearts —
and use them to make your Spirit’s presence felt in all the world. Amen!
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond:
One: Lord, in your loving kindness,
All: Hear our prayer.
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen!

MINUTE

FOR

MISSION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AND INVITATIONS

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
*SONG

OF

SENDING #624 When the Poor Ones

*CHARGE

AND

BENEDICTION

*THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
One: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
All: And also with you!
(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

Please join us after worship for refreshments in the Terrace Room.
Dinner Church — Next Sunday, September 23, 4:30pm
Next Sunday, September 23, we will again be having a “Dinner Church” worship service at
4:30pm in the Library Lounge. Come and join us as we gather around tables for
conversation, worship, and sharing, followed by a potluck dinner.
We’ve been offering this family-friendly service at 4:30pm on the 4th Sundays each
month since June, for late risers and early golfers and everyone in between. We’ve enjoyed
experimenting with this new service during the summer months, so if you missed out on
those Dinner Church services, we invite you to try something new. It would be good to have
you with us!
There will also be a “worship light” prayer service in the morning at 10am for those who
are unable to be with us at 4:30pm.

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together at
United Presbyterian Church. We are excited to make music with every
resource that we have, and to use a variety of styles, not all at once but
intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant worship service with music that
includes everyone who wishes to participate.
Choir rehearsals (in the music room upstairs):
UPC Choir Wednesdays at 7pm
United Ringers handbell choir Sundays at 11:45am,
starting September 23
No previous experience needed. New members are always welcome!
We also invite instrumentalists and vocalists who’d like to share their gifts to talk with a
member of our Music Team (Becky Mebert, Aimee Backus, and Phil Westcott) about providing
special music for worship.
Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig
Music Team Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator; Aimee Backus, Choral director;
Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell choir director; Andy Chadwick, accompanist
Liturgist George Cummings • Ushers Marilynn Guinane and Sherry Conklin

