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Pastor Kimberly Chastain’s Report 

As I look back over this year, its highs and its lows, I was surprised by a 

word that kept occurring: transfiguration. We started this program year by 

hosting a LUMA event called “Transfiguracio”. This was a light and sound 

show that literally transformed the space of our sanctuary and uplifted 

those who experienced it for awhile, in a secular yet profoundly spiritual 

way. 

Did our appearance change, or did our understanding of ourselves and the perception of 

the community change? Both, I think — we saw and experienced new possibilities for our 

ministry as a welcome space in downtown Binghamton, and a whole crowd of people also 

saw us in new ways and understood what we can offer to the community. The moment was 

transfiguring because all of us were changed, and light and beauty touched everyone who 

was present. 

We have hosted a variety of guest 

speakers in worship this year, and our 

music program has continued to 

expand and evolve as we have 

continued to include different styles, 

instruments, and interpretations. 

Another literal “transfiguration” moment 

was on Transfiguration Sunday, when 

the choir joined with the bells and guest 

musicians to perform a Sufjan Stevens 

song called “Transfiguration,” and again 

— our understanding as a community 

was expanded and the beauty gave all 

of us a lift. 

In between, we brought The Saint John’s Bible to Binghamton in a cold and snowy 

February week, and learned new things about seeing glimpses of glory in scripture and  

in art. The replica of the book of “The Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles” stayed with  

us until Easter, and we shared it with an Episcopal, an Orthodox, and a Roman Catholic 

On Transfiguration Sunday, March 3, we welcomed local  
folk musicians Devinne Myers and Mike Davis, who joined 
with the choir, handbells, flutes, clarinet, drums, and piano  

in presenting Sufjan Stevens’s “Transfiguration” in an 
arrangement by our own Phil Hazen Westcott. 

We partnered with Binghamton University to present The 
Saint John’s Bible to our community in February, with 

lectures, learning opportunities, and exhibitions the 
illuminations here at church and at the University Art 

Museum. The Saint John’s Bible is the first completely 
handwritten and illuminated Bible to be commissioned since 

the invention of the printing press in the 16th century.  
Genealogy of Jesus and Gospel of Matthew Incipit, Donald 

Jackson, ©2002, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s 
University, Collegeville, Minnesota, USA. Scripture 

quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, Catholic Edition, ©1993, 1989 National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
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congregation, bringing us all into a closer understanding with each other. And on Easter 

we had a glorious celebration musically, culminating with singing Handel’s “Hallelujah 

Chorus”. 

Perhaps the glimpses of glory have been a source of strength to the congregation as 

well, as we have been through a time of illness and loss as well. Thirteen of our families 

have experienced the death of family members, and many more were affected by death 

and loss in our extended community. So we have grieved and cared for each other even as 

we have continued our robust education and mission programs. 

We continue to offer space to the community for a 

variety of events, including a recent community forum on 

incarceration in Broome County, sponsored by multiple 

agencies, where the head of our building team, Eugene 

Favor, was one of the speakers. Two new organizations, 

the NAACP and A4TD, working with older adults for work 

readiness, now have office hours in our building. VINES has 

created raised beds in our garden space, and we hope to 

involve community members in learning to garden. 

I wrote last year about the particular challenges of 

having our program match our building size instead of our 

congregation, and we continue to search for ways to 

balance our reach with our grasp. While our commitment to 

people reentering the community from incarceration 

continues, we have postponed adding a staff member to 

develop our own program in favor of working in 

partnership with a program that is already working, and 

shares our vision. We look forward to continuing to build 

that partnership in the year ahead. 

 On June 6th, I received an award from Citizen Action of the 

Southern Tier, called the “Phoenix Award”, as one of three 

people honored “for going above and beyond the call of duty to 

make our community a better place. The phoenix is a symbol of 

life and hope emerging from the ashes of despair. It speaks to a 

willful determination to rebound, rebuild and renew our 

commitment to justice for all.” I am honored to receive this 

award, but I am more honored to be the pastor and head of 

staff to a congregation and a team of people who fit the 

definition of the award. When they honor me, it is primarily for 

all the United Presbyterian Church has come to stand for over 

the last six years, and I believe that we will continue to 

transform and be transformed by our community so that the 

glimpses of the glory of God will shine ever brighter in our 

church and in our world. 

 Blessings, Pastor Kimberly  

Pastor Kimberly spoke at the 
LGBTQIA+ pride flag raising at 
Binghamton City Hall on June 1. 

Chris Burger presented 
Pastor Kimberly with one 

Citizen Action’s 2019 
Phoenix Awards. 
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Pastor Becky Kindig’s Report 

This year at Epiphany, I received the Star Word “relationship” and I have 

been reflecting on it a great deal. Almost every part of ministry is better if 

we give attention to the relationships that are being built — between 

ourselves and God, between God and others, between ourselves and 

others, and sometimes all three. And as I look back on another great year 

together as United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton, I am thankful for 

the relationships that have been formed or strengthened in our ministry 

together this year. 

One part of my call here is with the Spiritual Formation Team. 

This year we have read several great books together trying to better 

understand the lives of other people and the struggles that are out 

there. We learned about the systemic problems of poverty, eviction, 

racism, and our justice system, and also about colonialism and its 

lasting effects. We also read books calling on us to learn more 

about hospitality and compassion. Our movie series echoed all of 

these themes. The relationships that we have built through 

studying together allow us to ask some harder questions and be 

okay with sometimes not knowing the answers. We were also 

helped and challenged to build relationships with our neighbors 

and our community. Several of the studies called us to be more 

kind, loving, and understanding, even with people we don’t know 

well, are different from us, or whom we don’t like. 

 The best part of my week is often Sunday School. 

The children are growing in leaps and bounds and 

the relationships bring great joy to Marilynn 

Guinane and me. Recent studies show that 

relationships with adults in church are what keeps 

young people in the church as they become adults. 

The time spent helping them learn bible stories 

through crafts or songs, the time spent eating 

together or singing hymns next to each other, the 

time spent doing mission work or church tasks 

together — this is where these relationships are 

formed. It is so wonderful that our children are 

present in worship and offer peace to so many after 

worship. And it is surprising what they soak in and 

tell us in Sunday School about what songs we sang 

or what the scripture was about. They are listening 

all the time! 

 Another of my roles is with our Property Team. 

At first, you might wonder how relationships fit in 

here; isn’t this all about fixing the building? We do 

focus on keeping the building in good working 

order, but we do this primarily for the relationships 

Each Sunday after worship, Marilynn 
Guinane and Pastor Becky help the kids  
as we learn more about our relationships  

with each other and with God. 

It has become a tradition 
to receive a Star Word 
each new year—a gift 

from God to ponder and 
discover what God is 
calling you to learn . 
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that God calls us to build and sustain  

here in Binghamton. This space helps 

us to worship; it helps to foster music 

and art for the congregation and the 

community. It also brings people in 

from the elements where we can offer 

assistance finding resources and a 

weekly meal. It provides space for 

groups who reach out to the neighbor-

hood children to be a nurturing place 

after school, who teach people skills 

needed to get a GED, who advocate for 

the rights of workers and for people 

who struggle with addiction, who teach 

community members how to grow their 

own food. Our property helps to bring 

the community together and it does 

that best when we build relationships 

with the people who come here every 

day. 

There are so many wonderful stories behind the reports in this packet. I would urge you 

to take the time to read all of them and get to know a little more about all of the ministry 

that is going on in this congregation and the community.  And then I would encourage all 

of us to take some time this next year and strengthen the relationships that you have in 

this community. Maybe that would be talking with someone you don’t know well at coffee 

hour, or coming to a book study. Maybe it would be spending some time during the week 

talking with some of our building tenants about the work they do, or talking with some of 

the guests in our lobby or at the  

Tuesday meal. Maybe it means 

for you to prayerfully consider 

joining a ministry team, or to 

share with all of us the ministry 

that you are doing elsewhere. All 

of these things and others would 

be wonderful ways to build and 

strengthen the relationships we 

have together so that we can 

continue to do the work God is 

calling UPC Binghamton to do in 

this community. I look forward to 

what relationships we continue to 

build in the year ahead. 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Becky 

Our book studies bring us together to build relationships and  
challenge us to think about a wide variety of topics such as  

white privilege, hospitality, compassion, and justice  

Property Team members were joined by others from our 
community to clean up the grounds and make it more 
welcoming. Left to right: Pastor Becky, Jean Hill, and  

Ken Mebert from Property; Jon Morse and Becky Mebert  
from the congregation; Randy Carlo Willis from Citizen 

Action. Also present (but not pictured) was Marilyn Myers. 
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Session Members — 2018–2019 

Clerk of Session Reports 

Report of Session Activities for June 2018–May 2019 

The Session has been working hard to fulfill the mission of the United 

Presbyterian Church of Binghamton — to follow Jesus Christ by doing 

justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God. We take seriously 

our charge from the Book of Order that we have “the responsibility for 

governing the congregation…to provide that the Word of God may be truly 

preached and heard; …to provide that the Sacraments [baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper] may be rightly administered and received; …[and] to nurture 

the covenant community of disciples of Christ.” (Book of Order G-3.0201) 

The Session meets almost every month, usually on the second Monday of the month. 

Session members take turns providing refreshments and opening the meeting with prayer. 

The first 15 to 20 minutes are used for study and reflection on a passage from scripture or 

another inspirational piece. The next one to two hours are devoted to the clerk’s report of 

member changes and correspondence, reports from the pastors, and reviewing reports and 

requests from the various teams. The session reviews the church’s finances, votes on 

action items from the teams, decides who will attend the next presbytery assembly 

meeting, and closes with prayer. The hard work is interspersed with laughter and 

strengthening our relationships with each other. 

Cynthia Burger, 
Clerk of Session 

Left to right: 

Class of 2019: 

Ann Garcia 

Marie Hepworth 

Sally Hunt 

 

 

Class of 2020: 

Doug Jones 

Kathy Preston 

Suzie Northrop Raboy 

 

 

Class of 2021: 

George Cummings 

Allison Nyamuame 

Aaron Whitney 
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Activities since the 2018 report include: 

 continuing review and updating of the church’s policies and procedures 

 approval of a partnership with Justice and Unity in the Southern Tier (JUST) to fund a 

part-time case manager for their Walk With Me re-entry program for people returning 

to the community after incarceration 

 awarding a grant to the Tri-Cities Opera to assist the Resident Artists with their school 

programs 

 working with the newly formed Binghamton University Interfaith Council, which will 

provide on-campus resources and programming for students of all faiths, and will 

help them connect with religious communities on or off campus 

 enabling online giving 

 research into the feasibility of a community solar installation on the church roof 

 improving the Sunday worship live-streaming capabilities 

 voting to engage in the PC(USA) Board of Pensions program “Healthy Pastors, Healthy 

Congregations.”  

Please keep the Session members and the pastors in your prayers. 

The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting (Part Two) 

June 10, 2018 

 

Part Two of the Annual Congregational Meeting of the United Presbyterian Church of 

Binghamton was held at Otsiningo Park, Binghamton, NY on June 10, 2018. The Rev. 

Kimberly Chastain served as Moderator. The meeting was properly called and a quorum 

was present. 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer at 12:10pm by Pastor Chastain. 

Our annual church picnic at Otsiningo Park provides a fun atmosphere as we wrap up another exciting year  
of doing Christ’s mission and ministry here in Binghamton. We worship together, have “Part 2” of our annual 

congregational meeting to receive program reports, then enjoy a time of fellowship and (of course!) food. 
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Pastor Chastain explained that the purpose of this part of the congregational annual 

meeting was to receive team and committee reports and to conduct other business proper 

to the consideration of the congregation that is not related to finance and budgets.  

Team Reports: Pastor Chastain directed the members’ attention to the Congregational 

Activity Report, specifically the minutes of the June 11, 2017 Annual Congregational 

Meeting on page 10 and the minutes of the February 11, 2018 Annual Congregational 

Meeting on page 11. The congregation voted to approve the reports. The congregation 

expressed their appreciation to Scott Kindig, UPC Media and Technology Specialist, for the 

great job creating the report. 

Nominations and Elections: Pastor Chastain explained that the Nominating Committee 

had not completely filled the slate of Session members for the class of 2020-2021. She 

asked the congregation to consider allowing the Session to function with six members until 

the new class could be nominated and elected. The congregation on a motion duly made 

and seconded, agreed and voted to suspend the Bylaws temporarily. 

Adjournment: Pastor Chastain called for further business and hearing none, adjourned the 

meeting with prayer at 12:15pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Moderator: Rev. Kimberly Chastain 

Cynthia S. Burger, Clerk Approved by Session on: June 14, 2018 

 

 

 

 

The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

Minutes of the Special Congregational Meeting 

August 5, 2018 

 

A Special Meeting of the Congregation of the United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

was held on August 5, 2018 for the purpose of receiving the report of the Nominating 

Committee. 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer at 11:10am by Pastor Kindig. 

Elder Marie Hepworth was appointed Clerk of Session pro tem, and announced that a 

quorum was present. 

Nominating Committee Report: Nominating Committee representative Jean Hill presented 

the nominees for Session, class of June 2021: George Cummings (1st term), Allison 

Nyamuame (1st term), and Aaron Whitney  (1st term); and the nominees for Nominating 

Committee, 2018–19: Jean Hill (2nd term) and Margaret Sands (2nd term). 

There were no nominations from the floor. 

It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the slate as presented. 

Adjournment: Pastor Kindig adjourned the meeting with prayer at 11:15am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Moderator: Rev. Rebecca Kindig 

Marie Hepworth, Clerk pro tem Approved by Session on: November 12, 2018 
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The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton 

Minutes of the Annual Congregational and Corporate Meeting 

February 3, 2019 

 

The Annual Congregational and Corporate Meeting of the United Presbyterian Church of 

Binghamton was held in the Fellowship Hall of the church on Sunday, February 3, 2019. 

The Rev. Kimberly Chastain served as Moderator. The meeting was properly called and a 

quorum was present. 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer at 12:15pm by Pastor Chastain. 

Minutes of the Annual Congregational and Corporation meeting on February 11, 2018, 

were approved on a motion duly made and seconded. 

Pastor Chastain reminded the members that this meeting would include receiving the 

financial reports and voting on the pastors’ terms of call. The team program and 

committee reports will be presented in June. She commented that this is a good time in the 

life of the congregation to try new things and that the Session believes we have a future as 

a united congregation. She then called on Lou McKeage, Treasurer. 

Financial Report: Mr. McKeage directed the congregation’s attention to the first handout: 

“2018 Review of Income and Expenses.” 

INCOME 

 Actual % of Budget Budget % of Budget 

Contributions/Pledges $64,114 9% $67,695 8% 

Gifts $10,653 2% $17,464 2% 

Mission/Outreach $6,545 1% $1,295 <1% 

Building $44,680 6% $43,810 5% 

Investments $559,149 82% $716,089 85% 

TOTALS $685,141  $846,353 

He pointed out that contributions continue to trend downward and that the reliance on 

income from investments has increased. Several years ago the investment income had been 

40% of the budget but in 2018 it was 82%. 

EXPENSES 

 Actual % of Budget Budget % of Budget 

Programs $46,176 6% $62,592 7% 

Mission/Outreach $63,488 9% $45,500 5% 

Administration $234,983 32% $361,149 43% 

Personnel $386,269 53% $377,113 45% 

TOTALS $730,916  $846,354  

Program costs were less than budgeted because the electronic sign was not delivered. The 

Property Team did fewer projects than planned so the Administration line is less than 

budgeted. The Personnel cost is higher due to an increase in the office staff line. 

In response to a question about the future of the Chapel, Rev. Chastain explained that 

the Chapel restoration project is connected to the roof repair project which is waiting for 

good weather. 
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Mr. McKeage then directed attention to the second handout: “Typical Income.” Rentals of 

the building bring in $43,000 annually; the mortgage on the 80 Main Street property, 

$17,000; investments, which are affected by the stock market, $310,149; contributions, 

$65,000; and estate gifts, $25,000; for a total of $520,149. The stock market is improving 

so if there is a 5% growth in return, the total we could expect in 2019 would be $548,062. 

Mr. McKeage then reviewed the investments that the church holds. The total equals 

$7,684,379. The Lee Estate ($1,642,419) and the Stemples Trust ($3,393,319) are 

permanently restricted (total $5,035,738). This leaves $2,648,641 that the UPC can control. 

Of that, $1,258,483 is restricted principal, which leaves $1,390,158 available to use. 

Mr. McKeage presented the 2019 Budget which the Session had approved and explained 

that there is an error in the printed report on page 20. Line 54 Trust Withdrawal is actually 

$588,448 which brings the income to $799,357 to match the expense line. 

Rev. Chastain explained that the electronic sign issue is in the hands of an attorney who 

is attempting to recover the money the church had already spent. The contractor did not 

live up to his obligation. The sanctuary organ re-leathering will be finished this year and 

funds have been found for the Bell Choir to use. 

Rev. Chastain asked for any questions or comments and thanked Mr. McKeage for his 

report. 

Pastors’ Terms of Call: Rev. Chastain reminded the members that a pastoral call involves 

three groups — the congregation who calls the pastor, the pastor who accepts the call, and 

the Presbytery which oversees the call. She and the Rev. Becky Kindig then left the room 

and the Clerk presided to review the Terms of Call for the pastors. 

UPC member Chris Burger, commented that over time, percentage increases widen the 

gap between various pay levels and increasingly benefit higher-paid personnel. He asked 

that the personnel committee consider that inequity going forward. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Terms of Call for Rev. Chastain and Rev. 

Kindig were approved. Rev. Chastain and Rev. Kindig then returned to the room. 

Meeting Adjourned and Closing Prayer by Pastor Chastain at 12:50pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Moderator: Rev. Kimberly Chastain 

Cynthia S. Burger, Clerk Approved by Session on: February 11, 2019 

The Easter Sunday 
worship service is 

one of the most 
highly attended 

services of the year. 
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June 2018–May 2019 Worship Attendance Record 

 

        

June 2018     July 2018     August 2018   

    3 52       1 31       5 28 

  10 Picnic 70       8 42     12 38 

  17 46     15 41     19 45 

  24 two services 48    22 two services 34    26 two services 39 

  10:00am: 33     10:00am: 24     10:00am: 19  

    4:30pm: 15        4:30pm: 10        4:30pm: 20  
  

    29 26      
        

  Average 54     Average 35     Average 38 
        

        

September 2018     October 2018     November 2018   

    2 48       7 36       4 59 

    9 55     14 two services 48     11 67 

  16 50    at UPC:      27     18 63 

  23 two services 50     at Retreat: 21      25 55 

  10:00am: 36      21 70     

    4:30pm: 14     28 41    

  30 52       
        

  Average 51     Average 49     Average 61 
        

        

December 2018     January 2019     February 2019   

    2 51      6 43       3 59 

    9 61    13 58     10 61 

  16 49    20 **     17 51 

  23 65    27 47     24 47 

  24* Christmas Eve: 120        

  30 39       
          

  Average 53    Average 49     Average 55 
        

        

March 2019     April 2019     May 2019   

    3 36       7 56      5 Bridge Run 29 

    6* Ash Wednesday: 23      14 Palm Sunday 74    12 58 

  12:30pm:   9      18* Holy Thursday: 25     19 50 

    7:00pm: 14     21 Easter 118    26 48 

  10 42     28 68    

  17 52       

  24 47       

  31 49         
        

  Average 45     Average 79    Average 46 

        

        

Average, 6/18–5/19: 51        *Mid-week services are excluded from calculation of weekly averages. 

   **January 20 worship service was canceled due to inclement weather. 
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Nominating Committee Report 

For the Session Class of June 2022, the Nominating Committee places in nomination:  

 

Sally Hunt, for her second three-year term. 

Sally has served on the Worship & Music Team and the Seasons planning 

team, and is now the chair of the Communications Team. She sings in the 

choir and is a member of the United Ringers handbell choir. 

 

 

 

 

Lou McKeage, for his first three-year term. 

Lou previously served on UPC’s Session for six years, 2012–2018. He is 

UPC’s Treasurer and the chair of our Finance & Investments Team, and is 

also a member of the Spiritual Formation Team. Having had a year “off”, 

he is now eligible to return to active service on the Session. 

 

 

 

Bill Sands, for his first three-year term. 

Bill is a life-long resident of Binghamton. He has been a past member of 

West Presbyterian Church since 1965. His work ethic began in the 

restaurant business during high school, and continued through college 

and beyond. He made the leap to architecture and engineering beginning 

in 1979. Bill is the Board President of HCA (Helping Celebrate Abilities) in 

Johnson City. His interests include traveling, enjoying our local arts, 

gardening, as well as being a Mustang enthusiast. 

 

For the Nominating Committee, 2019–2020, we are seeking nomination of 2–4 members 

from the floor at the congregational meeting.  

Two Session members will be selected at the August 12, 2019, regular Session meeting. 

 

 

Nominating Committee, 2018–2019 

Cynthia Burger 

Jean Hill 

Lou McKeage 

Margaret Sands 
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Mission and Community Partnerships 

GOALS: 

 We are committed to the practice of hospitality, offering space to initiatives and groups 

that share our priorities. 

 We are committed to building up Binghamton, including our own neighborhood, through 

alliances and outreach to the formerly incarcerated, the homeless, people with 

addictions, and the working poor. 

 We seek to employ our resources of money, time and talent in a variety of ways to 

accomplish the first two goals. 

MISSION PROJECTS: The three biggest mission projects in terms of time and energy invested 

are the Community Meal, the Care & Share project, and the Sewing Group. 

Community Meal: Our Community Meal is a free meal that is open to anybody in the 

community, regardless of need. The meal is served every Tuesday evening from 5:00pm to 

5:45pm and serves an average of over 800 individuals per month. Our guests are seated at 

tables and served attractive, high quality meals by volunteers; meal coordinator Katie is 

constantly working on ways to improve service and reduce stress for the diners. We do not 

require proof of need or identification; we serve all comers. 

We’ve had a big increase in need in the community this year, but have also been blessed 

by an increase in volunteer interest, particularly from the Binghamton University student 

community. We invite you to join us by donating your time, energy, and experience. Our 

volunteers say they feel rewarded many times over for the help they provide in making a 

difference in the lives of others. 

Activities and accomplishments in 2018–19: 

 Kitchen received a grant for $7,400 to purchase commercial refrigerator and freezer. 

 Session also approved a secondary commercial freezer purchase. 

 Hillcrest Rotary and Chenango Forks 

Interact assist in the 3rd week meal; 

they have 10–12 kids volunteering 

from 4:30 to 6:30. 

 Increase in community meals served 

— 11,115 meals served and 8,476 

individuals (elderly, adults, and 

children) 

 Established an emergency food closet 

Future Plans: 

 Possible interest in establishing a 

food pantry due to the increased 

poverty in America 

 Increase social networking for 

volunteers to assist in meal 

preparation. 

Over the past year, we’ve seen a marked increase  
in the number of people we serve each week  

at the Community Meal. 
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 Maintain a clean and orderly kitchen. 

 Labeling all pantry food for meals, rotate stock. 

 Increase volunteer interest within the community 

 Establish direct food donations with local restaurants fighting poverty 

 Apply for additional grants 

 Increase partnerships with organizations to help 

Feeding America & Poverty 

Partnerships: 

 Food Bank of the Southern Tier 

 Council of Churches-CHOW 

 Southern Tier Homeless Coalition 

 Rescue Mission 

 VINES 

 Binghamton Food Rescue 

Care & Share Project: This is a hygiene-product distribution 

program designed to supplement the SNAP and EBT 

assistance given by Social Services. In February, we changed 

the schedule of the program, and it is now offered on the 

second Thursday of every month. The program involves 8–

10 congregants as workers on a regular basis, and provides 

an opportunity for ACA workers to “table” in the lobby and 

meet with individuals about healthcare needs. We also have 

tables from the WIC program and Catholic Charities. 

The program serves about 100 individuals per month, of 

whom 20–25 are children. Recipients must provide proof of 

We’re so grateful for the help of the many volunteers who make the Community Meal happen each week. 

The Care & Share Project is offered 
on the 2nd Thursday of every 

month, 9:30am–12:30pm, 
supplementing SNAP benefits by 
providing personal care items that 
can’t be purchased using SNAP. 
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identification and show their Broome County DSS benefit card. There is a record kept on 

everyone that comes in, and we keep track of the products that are given out every other 

month and every 4 months. Products offered include soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, deodorant, feminine hygiene products, razors, and laundry detergent. Statistics 

show that our effort to encourage recipients of the Care & Share Program to think GREEN 

by bringing their own reusable bags has been very successful. 

The cost for 2018 was $9,090.32; $170.98 was given in contributions from the 

congregation, Thank You! If you would like to support this program, a monetary gift goes a 

long way, because we get many of our products from the Dollar Store. If you are interested 

in getting involved with this program, please contact Ann Garcia. 

Current Care & Share Project members: Ann Garcia, Marilynn Guinane, Kathy Kopp, 

Suzie Northrop Raboy, Lana Ogden, Kathy Preston, David Ruston, Maida Thomas. 

Sewing and Quilting Group: This has been another busy and productive year. We arrive 

every Wednesday morning at 9am to create baby quilts, lap quilts, fidget quilts for 

dementia patients, walker carry bags, and adult hats, scarves, mittens, and sweaters. The 

program involves 8–10 quilters as well as knitters and “helpers” who work from home. 

Almost all materials are donated, and the sewing machines are “legacy.” 

Most of the scarves, hats, and mittens are 

taken down to the front lobby and given to 

visitors who come in to get warm during the 

winter months. Children’s hats and mittens 

are also given to the Urban League after 

school program in Fellowship Hall to be 

distributed as needed. The remaining knit 

items and the quilts are donated to Mom’s 

House, the YWCA, Rescue Mission, Right to 

Life, a children’s camp in Maine for children 

with terminal cancer, Good Shepherd 

Fairview Home, Elizabeth Church Manor, and 

our own homebound members. We also 

welcome any knitted items that you make at 

home during the year, or there is “hand 

hemming” that you can do at home at your 

leisure. We are always inspired and 

motivated by the “appreciation” thank you 

notes that we receive. 

At our annual Harvest Sunday dedication service in November, our quilts adorned the 

balcony in our sanctuary, and other items were displayed on the communion table. Every-

one marveled at the beauty and “LOVE” displayed with every stitch. We are grateful to many 

who volunteered to deliver the items where designated, which saved us a lot of extra time. 

Current Sewing Group members: Jean Hill, Ann Cobb, Lynn Anzelon, Ellen Berti, Cindy 

Burger, Rita Hayes, Janet and Len Hoover, and Nancy Walter. The Hoovers, Nancy Walter, 

and Ellen Berti are “snowbirds;” we’re happy for them, but we miss them in the winter 

months — especially Len, who very willingly does “kitchen duty” for us when he is in town. 

We mourn the loss of Marie Hepworth, who was a faithful member of our group. 

Amongst the Sewing Group’s projects are fidget quilts 
that provide sensory stimulation for the restless hands  

of patients with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia. 
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Please join us on Wednesday mornings at 9am (or “whenever”) in the Upper Lounge on the 

second floor. Bring a sandwich to enjoy lunch during fellowship at noon. A small “money 

donation” jar helps to buy the cookies, chips, pickles, tea, and birthday cakes that accompany 

our sandwiches. No special sewing skills are needed for cutting squares, design layout, 

pinning, tying, setting the table for lunch, or heating water for tea. Pastors Kimberly and 

Becky often join us for lunch. It is a fun fellowship time, and we’d love to have you join us! 

Other Projects: 

Fresh Start Program: This program seeks to better the conditions of people returning 

to our community from incarceration. In this third incarnation of the program, we are 

partnering with Justice and Unity in the Southern Tier to expand their “Walk With Me” 

program (helping folks immediately upon reentry) in terms of both number of clients seen 

and added services. To accomplish this we are helping to fund their case manager, as we 

reach out to community agencies to develop training, support and job development as the 

reentry process progresses. 

Lobby Hospitality: As the seasons change, we have seen many acquaintances come into 

the lobby in the mornings for somewhere warm to enjoy a hot cup of coffee with friends. 

They sit and converse as a social circle and this is a welcome meeting place for them. We 

serve 40 cups of coffee every day, and up to 80 on the coldest winter days. 25–30 people 

are “regulars” and 15–20 come through each week looking for help or referrals. The 

Community Meal Coordinator brings pastries and breakfast foods from CHOW, and we 

receive donations from Chroma Bakery as well. 

We also provide a phone that can be used for 

local calling, and a robust resource center for 

those seeking social services, housing, or 

assistance returning to the community. Help is 

provided to anyone who asks, as best we can, 

from apartment or job notification posts on our 

bulletin board, to finding other necessary 

resources to help with their needs. We have aided 

people in filling out documents they do not 

understand but are important to obtain 

assistance. For some, this has helped to change 

their lives for the better. Words of gratitude are 

received all the time, and we enjoy hearing stories 

of how their lives have evolved due to our help. 

We are happy to assist visitors in navigating where they need to be or with a simple stop-

off to say hello. It’s so nice to see everyone that ventures in! 

Christmas Gifts: This year, we provided Christmas gifts for four community programs: 

Mom’s House, the Urban League “Santa Shop”, the Broome County Council of Churches Jail 

Ministry, and BCCC Faith in Action Volunteers. The program is administered through the 

church office, and involves most of the congregation in fulfilling the “wish lists” provided 

by the agencies. The program provides gifts to 50–60 children, 10–15 older adults and an 

uncounted number of people who are incarcerated. The congregation responded with its 

usual generosity, providing bright holidays to children and youth as well as adults in the 

greater Binghamton community. 

“Everyone is welcome here!” As part of being a 
welcoming place in the community, we have 

coffee in the lobby each morning, available to all. 
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 Presbyterian Mission: The Presbyterian Mission Agency 

is the ministry and mission agency of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). The PMA strives to inspire, equip, and 

connect all Presbyterians for the church’s work. Our 

congregation actively supports the PMA through four special 

offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace & 

Global Witness, and Christmas Joy. 

 The One Great Hour of Sharing offering supports hunger 

and disaster relief, and self-development of people. We 

collected $1,401.98 on Palm Sunday. 100% of our offering 

goes to the PMA. 

 The Pentecost offering supports children at risk, and 

youth & young adult ministry. In 2018 we collected $360; 

40% is kept in our congregation, 60% goes to the PMA. 

 The Peace & Global Witness offering supports peace-

making and reconciliation. Of the $650 we collected, 25% 

went to UPC Congregational Peace and Mission efforts, 25% 

to Presbytery and Synod Peace and Mission efforts, and the 

remaining 50% to PMA. 

The Christmas Joy Offering supports church leaders — past, present, and future. Our 

contribution was $592, which is divided 50% to Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions and 50% to Racial/Ethnic Education at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. 

In addition to these special offerings, UPC contributed $5,000 to the PMA to support the 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance agency. 

Broome County Council of Churches: Projects UPC is involved with include CHOW/

Broome Bounty, Faith in Action (trains volunteer care givers), Hospital Ministry (serves both 

UHS hospitals with 24/7 pastoral care, and trains volunteers for support and advocacy), 

and the Jail Ministry. 

International Gifts: We support Missionary Carolyn Cummings in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Carolyn (George Cummings’s sister) has been serving with Africa Inland Mission for 29 

years. She is an administrator in the office that  

covers Kenya and Tanzania, providing office 

administration, contingency planning, project 

administration, and unit leadership for the 

missionaries working in Eastern Kenya. On 

weekends, she has a Bible club for teenage 

boys from Kibera, a large slum area in Nairobi. 

We are blessed to have a mission 

relationship with Whuti-Srogboe Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church (in the South Volta region 

of Ghana) through our member and their son, 

Dr. Elikem Nyamuame. The church runs the 

only elementary school in the region. We have 

periodically collected special offerings and  

We support disaster relief through 
our contribution to the One Great 
Hour of Sharing special offering. 

Carolyn Cummings and the boys from Kibera on a 
camping trip at Lake Naivasha in Kenya. 
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donations of school supplies and 

musical instruments that Elikem brings 

to them when he visits his family there. 

 Two members of our worshiping 

community, Betty Wambui and Julie 

Njoroge, grew up in Nairobi and have 

helped us develop a relationship with 

the community in the Makadara district 

of Nairobi. Residents of this district are 

a mix of low- and middle-income. We 

support the Bahati Day Care and 

Nursery School through local purchases 

of books and school supplies. In doing 

so, we support local businesses, 

authors, and educators. This also gives 

agency to the teachers who guide our 

choices, and ensures that the books are 

in accordance with the Education 

Ministry’s directions for this stage of 

education. Another challenge that the 

Makadara community grapples with is 

an abundance of “unanchored youth” 

who are homeless and live without the 

care of parents or guardians. Working 

with a government-funded youth center 

in Makadara, we purchased shoes for 

many of the boys in this program. 

Mission Loan/Direct Assistance Program: This program provides micro-loans to pay 

security deposits when individuals find themselves moving into a new apartment. The 

loans can be paid back in small increments over time, as well as by providing volunteer 

service to the church. We re-evaluated the guidelines of this program and were able to 

resume evaluating applications this spring. Discussion is ongoing on whether it is realistic 

to seek repayment of the assistance we provide, with a lower than 10% return on these. 

SUPPORT THROUGH PROVIDING SPACE: Our building is used for so much more than worship 

and church programs. We engage with the community around us by offering space to 

gather and socialize, by providing information and resources to help as we are able, and by 

serving as a meeting space and home to other agencies whose missions align with our 

own. By keeping various programs going, we are creating trust and friendship with people 

from downtown Binghamton and all the surrounding neighborhoods. In measuring the 

church’s impact on the local community, we are able to make note of that change. We as a 

congregation are blessed to see change in the lives of those we serve, and change in our 

spiritual lives for the better. 

UPC maintains many integral community partnerships to create the largest impact on  

our friends and neighbors. For several years, one of our major partners has been VINES 

(Volunteers Improving Neighborhood Environments). Housed in the basement office suite, 

VINES makes it possible for people of all incomes to grow their own food or access locally 

Top: Children of the Bahati Day Care and Nursery School  
express their excitement with the new school supplies. 

Bottom: Boys and staff from the Makadara youth center. 



21 

grown produce. In 2018, VINES served over 2,000 families through its community gardens, 

Grow Binghamton youth program, and Farm Share veggie subscription program, as well as 

offering cooking and gardening classes for the community. They’ve also helped us build 

raised beds in the front garden, and they serve on one of our community meal teams. 

UPC serves the children and families of our community, hosting the Broome County 

Urban League’s thriving school-year and summer child-care program that is one of few 

school-age childcare options downtown. We also continue our long-standing partnership 

with the Binghamton City School District, housing their daytime Adult Education (GED) 

program and their alternative education site for at-risk students. The Binghamton Adult Ed 

and Alternative High School served over 300 students last year, awarding more than 50 of 

them their high school diplomas. They strive to help provide the community with the skills 

needed to succeed. 

We support advocacy and civil rights through our partnerships with the Labor/Action 

Coalition Workers’ Center of the Southern Tier, whose office is located in our building, and 

through the Justice and Unity for the Southern Tier’s “Walk with Me” support system for 

people who have recently been released from the Broome County Jail. We regularly work 

with Citizen Action of New York’s Progressive Leaders of Tomorrow advocacy group, and in 

May we hosted Citizen Action’s “Broome County Bail & Jail Community Forum,” which 

brought over 100 community members together to learn and tell stories about how their 

lives have been impacted by the incarceration system. We heard about inadequate food, 

negligent medical care, and the impact of staying in jail because of the inability to afford 

bail. Even people who are innocent may  

lose jobs, homes, and family, as days and 

weeks go by without arraignment or trial. 

Currently, Broome County has the highest 

incarceration rate in New York State, and 

about 75% of the people held in Broome 

County Jail have not been tried or convicted 

of a crime. 

 New this year is our partnership with 

the Broome-Tioga NAACP, which holds 

office hours in the Upper Lounge two days 

a week. They tell us, “We have been so very 

grateful for the use of space in the 

building. It has made it much easier to do 

the work of connecting with the commu-

nity and working toward equality for all. 

Our office hours are open for referrals and  

Chris Guy from 
VINES/Americorps 
helped us prepare 

the garden out 
front, and then built 

raised beds along 
with Kathy Preston 
and Marilyn Myers. 

Among the speakers at the  
Bail & Jail Community Forum  
were New York Giants players 

Michael Thomas and Antoine Bethea, 
as well as UPC’s own Eugene Favor 
(our building manager), who joined 
members of Citizen Action of NY, 
PLOT, Truth Pharm, JUST, and  

the Broome-Tioga NAACP on stage. 
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to request assistance in many different areas. We have helped negotiate care to an 

individual who was not being treated fairly in a medical setting and have helped those who 

felt they were not treated fairly in the workplace. We have made referrals for families in 

need of multi-level services and have held our Youth Employment Preparation Program, 

which provides training for more than twenty young people ages 14–25 years old. By being 

in the building here at UPC, we were able to connect with students from the GED/

alternative high school program. In collaboration with other groups, we have helped at 

least 10 students obtain digital literacy through Microsoft MOS Certification and provided 

bus passes for some of these students.” 

We have many health and wellness partners and the list continues to grow. We host 

Narcotics Anonymous meetings on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings. Truth Pharm 

has their office and meeting space on the second floor, providing information and support 

for those affected by the drug addiction epidemic. Healthy lifestyle partnerships continue 

between UPC and Southern Tier AIDS Prevention Program, Southern Tier Care Coordination, 

Catholic Charities of Broome County, the Family Enrichment Network, and United Health 

Care, who have all been to the building doing weekly programming or monthly information 

sessions. We have been hosting the Lourdes Mission in Motion Mammography van on a 

quarterly basis — saving lives even in the church parking lot! 

We partner with many musically talented individuals and groups, including the 

Binghamton chapter of the American Guild of Organists, the Classical Pianists of the 

Future, and the Binghamton Philharmonic. We also continue our partnership with the 

Binghamton Children's Choir, an extracurricular music enrichment program that provides 

education and performance opportunities for local children of all socioeconomic back-

grounds. The program is free of  

charge to children residing in the 

Greater Binghamton area. About 30 

children have participated in the choir 

this year. Participants experience 

music as an art form, a discipline, 

and a vehicle for personal growth, 

while expanding their social horizons 

by interacting with children from 

different backgrounds. 

This year we were excited to be 

part of the LUMA Festival, which 

celebrates the intersection of art and 

technology through a cutting-edge 

annual festival here in Binghamton. 

Using projection mapping, the artists 

participating in LUMA transform 

downtown Binghamton’s historic 

architecture into vibrant works of art.  

Our sanctuary became a mesmerizing interaction of lights and live orchestral music with 

“Transfiguracio,” featuring the Binghamton Philharmonic. The constant momentum of 

vividly highlighted light fragments brought us closer to the architecture by uniting music, 

illumination, and emotion. 

The Binghamton Children’s Choir provides children in our 
community an opportunity to experience the joy and art of music. 
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This spring, UPC welcomed a new agency to the building: Associates for Training and 

Development (A4TD) administers the U.S. Department of Labor’s Senior Community Service 

Employment Program in central New York and northeast Pennsylvania. The SCSEP is a work-

based job training program for income-eligible, unemployed job seekers age 55 or older. 

Our partnerships with the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley and the Hands of Hope Free 

Methodist Church continue. We house the Presbytery’s records archives, and provide office, 

storage, and meeting space for Hands of Hope. 

We are so happy that we can partner with so many organizations that are helping to 

make a real, positive impact on the lives of people in downtown Binghamton and the 

surrounding area. Thank you for your support in welcoming all of these groups into our 

building to do ministry with us! 

FUTURE PLANS: We have attempted to balance our desire to support our community with our 

need to be mindful in our work; it is our hope that we will be able to continue expanding 

our programs as we receive input from the congregation about mission priorities. We are 

grateful that God gives us the resources to be a mission center in downtown Binghamton. 

We would be glad to have you join us in any of the work that we do. 

Projection artists Tamara Sefcovicova, Jordi Pont, and Xavi Bové 
partnered with the Binghamton Philharmonic to transform  

our sanctuary into an otherworldly work of art during  
the 2018 LUMA Projection Arts Festival. 
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Communications Team 

TEAM PURPOSE: Using print, digital, broadcast, and other media as appropriate, keep 

members of the congregation and the community informed about programs and services 

available at UPC. Encourage a welcoming environment at the building entrances and lobby. 

ACTIVITIES IN 2018–19 

 Publications including the UP-Beat Newsletter, Sunday Worship Guide and “This Week” 

leaflet, and Annual Financial Report and Congregational Activity Report. 

 Brochures describing educational programs, volunteer opportunities, church history, and 

general information about UPC. 

Team Reports 

The following pages contain the 

reports from all of our teams doing 

the work of the church. Many 

thanks to all who serve on a team 

or who have helped a team with 

what God is calling us to do! 

These reports are written by the 

teams and include a brief 

description of what each team 

does, some highlights from the 

past 12 months, what they hope to 

accomplish in the coming year, and 

the names of the team members. 

 

 If you feel God is calling you to 

join in any of the work being done by 

these teams, talk to one of the team 

members listed, or to one of the pastors. 

We’d love to have your help! 
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 Live video stream of weekly 

worship services on Facebook 

Live, and upload of video and 

audio recordings to our 

website. 

 Website and social media 

management, and 

maintaining lobby screen 

monitor. 

 Publicity campaigns for  

The Saint John’s Bible event 

in February and various 

educational programs. 

 Audio, video, and internet 

support for worship services 

and church meetings and 

events, such as book studies 

and Lenten film series. 

 Placement of paid newspaper 

ads promoting our Christmas 

Eve worship service. 

 Creation of electronic fill-in 

forms for volunteer interest, 

facility use requests, and 

various events using our 

website, Google Forms, and 

Adobe Acrobat Pro. 

 Management of reprinting and streaming license for music used in worship. 

 Directional signs for events and group meetings. 

 Information technology troubleshooting and support: installation of software and 

drivers; upkeep of internet and telecommunications systems; management of church’s 

climate control and video surveillance systems. 

 Audio, video, and internet support for group meetings held in the building, including a 

live video stream for the Citizen Action Bail & Jail Community Forum in May. 

FUTURE PLANS 

We have been researching cameras and hope to purchase a new one to improve the quality 

of our live stream video.  

We hope to see progress on our new electronic sign in the near future. The vendor we 

were contracting with filed for bankruptcy, and although he has promised to complete the 

installation, he has not done so yet. 

CURRENT TEAM MEMBERS: Sally Hunt, Marilyn Myers; Office Coordinator Scott Kindig; Pastors 

Kimberly Chastain and Becky Kindig. 

To promote The Saint John’s Bible event in February, we  
produced several publicity pieces for both print and online. 

The Great Amen, Donald Jackson, ©2011; Sower and the Seed, Aidan 
Hart with contributions from Donald Jackson and Sally Mae 
Joseph, ©2002; The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, 

Collegeville, Minnesota, USA. Scripture quotations are from the 
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, 
©1993, 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship and Music Team 

TEAM PURPOSE: To oversee and coordinate all aspects of United Presbyterian Church’s 

worship services. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018–19 

 The Church Picnic, June 10: Our church family worshipped at Otsiningo Park, followed 

by our Annual Congregational Meeting (Part 2) and a potluck picnic. We acknowledged 

Oliver Richardson (Holly Red Elk Pelton’s son) and Lene Weiss (exchange student from 

Germany) on their high school graduations. 

 “Dinner Church,” June 24, 

July 22, August 26, 

September 23, and May 5: 

The congregation enjoyed 

evening worship services at 

4:30pm, followed by potluck 

dinners. These more casual 

services encouraged 

discussion amongst the 

congregants. 

 Special music, August 19: An 

original arrangement by Phil 

Hazen Westcott, “When in Our 

Music, God is Glorified”, was 

performed. 

 Church Retreat, October 14: UPC members enjoyed fellowship and worship at our 

retreat at Stony Point. 

 Guest preacher, Rev. LaDana Clark, founder of the Church ‘N the Hood Movement 

(A Hip-Hop Church Experience), October 21: Rev. Clark brought a unique and 

informative church experience to our congregation. She has been combining music and 

ministry for over 33 years, appealing to youth and young adults. 

 Reformation Sunday, October 28: We celebrated 

our reform tradition, with Jean Henssler playing the 

organ. 

 The Feast of All Saints, celebrated November 4: 

We did a “Bouquet of Remembrance” for our 

members who died in the past year, and for all of 

those who are deceased that we continue to keep  

in our hearts. 

 Advent: On each of the Sundays in Advent, there 

were tableaux presentations, which illustrated the 

Scripture readings visually, acted out by members of 

the congregation. 

 Christmas Eve: We celebrated with a 4:00pm service 

with lessons and carols, candlelight, communion,  
Rev. LaDana Clark delivered a powerful 

message when she led worship in October. 

Choir section leaders Lianne Aharony, Cole Tornberg, and Phil 
Westcott and Choral director Aimee Backus helped prepare us for the 
evening worship service in the Library Lounge on Sunday, May 5.  
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and music. There were 15 musical 

numbers, with many from the 

congregation participating in this 

joyous service. The congregation 

particularly enjoyed the children’s 

involvement in the service, first with the 

parade of the children, entrance with 

the Christ candle, lighting the Advent 

wreath, and all of their musical 

contributions! 

 Kenyan mission presentation, 

February 3: Our congregants from 

Kenya — Betty Wambui, her mother Julie 

Njoroge, and Julie’s sister Stella Kimani-

Gatere, gave a short slide presentation, 

talking about how our monetary gifts 

were spent on children in Kenya. 

 Transfiguration Sunday, March 3: Fred Russell, a member of our congregation, gave a 

moving testimonial. Phil Westcott arranged a musical piece, “Transfiguration” by Sufjan 

Stevens. Also performing were members of Phil’s band, Devinne Myers and Mike Davies. 

 Guest preacher, April 7: Dr. Andrew Scrimgeour, Dean Emeritus of Libraries at Drew 

University, gave the sermon. 

 Palm Sunday, April 14: The earlier part of the worship service included a triumphal 

parade around the sanctuary with instruments and waving of palm branches. As the 

service proceeded, it became more somber as we remembered the last days of Jesus’s 

life and ministry. It was lovely to see the children participating in the parade and in the 

scripture readings! 

 Easter, April 21: This was a joyous service filled with great enthusiasm, participation 

and music! David Williams arranged a centuries-old musical piece for organ and bells. 

Aimee Backus directed the vocal music on Easter. Becky Mebert played the organ. Music 

was augmented by a brass quartet. Phil Westcott directed the handbell choir. Elikem 

Nyamuame directed the “Hallelujah” chorus at the end of the service, with great 

participation from the congregation. 

Palm Sunday was a wonderful celebration with our Palm Parade, and liturgy read by some of our youth. 

Betty Wambui, Julie Njoroge, and children and staff  
of the Bahati Day Care and Nursery School. 
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 Elikem Nyamuame’s Dzidefo Africa Choir, April 28: Beautiful African musical 

arrangements were sung by these students from Binghamton University. 

Technology: UPC has been successfully streaming our worship services since the Fall 

2018. These services been well received by those who have been absent on any given 

Sunday, those who are homebound, and those who are watching from afar. 

Instrument maintenance: The restoration of the Malmark bells was completed. Repair 

of the sanctuary organ began in January and continues this summer. 

Musicians for worship services: Becky Mebert has secured many talented people from 

our congregation and community over the course of the year. Among them have been: 

UPC’s United Ringers handbell choir, Andy Chadwick (organ), Jean Henssler (organ and 

piano), the Vivace Recorder group (Lana Ogden, Claude Cornwall, and Brian Clark), 

Christina Santa Maria (soprano), Adrian Skarvinko (piano), Emma Scheneman (cello), Sophia 

Klin (violin), Andrew Garrett (trumpet), John Cockerill (piano), Devinne Myers and Mike 

Davies, Doug Jones (guitar), Cathy Ciganek (flute), a brass quartet (Nathan Raboy, Jud 

Spena, Bert Godoy, and Jim Hillman); Elikem Nyamuame and his BU students (piano, drums, 

and choir); and our wonderful choir and choir section leaders — Lianne Aharony (soprano 

vocal), Cole Tornberg (tenor vocal), Aimee Backus (alto vocal, flute, and choir director) 

Philip H. Westcott (bass vocal, tenor saxophone, guitar, and handbell choir director), David 

Williams (tenor vocal, flute, arranger, and sound technician). 

Report from Music Coordinator Rebecca Mebert: This report contains personal comments 

that have come to me from people in choir and in congregation. It will give you some idea 

of the power of music in our worship services. 

“My absolute favorite was seeing the platform full of choir, bell players, guests artists, 

Devinne Meyers and Mike Davis on guitars, and Alex Westcott on drums with Phil 

directing Sufjan Steven’s ‘Transfiguration’. It was powerful. You actually felt the 

emotions from the Bible story as the music started slowly and then build up through the 

instruments and voices.” 

“Seeing Aimee’s tears of joy as she was directing the choir when we sang ‘Peace Be in You’.” 

“I love to come early to hear and see the choir rehearse before worship and then to 

experience the final sacred result when everyone praises the holy one with joy.” 

The Dzidefo Africa Choir from 
Binghamton University,  

under the direction of our own 
Elikem Nyamuame, enhanced  
our worship on April 28 with 

traditional songs in the African 
languages of Setswana, Swahili, 

Ewe, Xhosa, and Garima. 
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“Hearing Cole Tornberg sing for communion 

so quietly, then into high tenor for the final 

passing of elements was very spiritual.” 

“Singing Brahms ‘How Lovely is Thy Dwelling 

Place’ by choir with piano was such a 

spiritual high. It was a first for me.” 

“Meditations led by Judy Westcott before 

choir rehearsal inspire and center me.” 

“I absolutely loved the Christmas Eve music. 

The ambiance was wonderful and the music 

was filled with awe and expectation… Love 

was in the air.” 

“I fully enjoy the bell choir. They are 

amazing and are such a blessing. Charlotte 

Bailey (historic donor) would be so pleased 

with their use and how much they enhance  

the worship service.” 

“The continual instrumental offerings are 

wonderful. The use of their talents is a 

wonderful offering to God.” 

“Listening to the saxophone play solo,  

Were You There?’ on Palm Sunday and  

big dissonant organ sound at end of  

Palm Sunday as Christ Candle was carried 

out. Gave me chills. Helped me to feel what 

was going to happen for Holy Week.” 

“Hearing Lana Ogden play recorder with 

piano was a perfect touch for the solemn 

observance of Maundy Thursday. The clear 

and pure sound was so reflective.” 

“On Easter, loved the flutes and organ during 

communion and hearing the improvisation 

that was happening.” 

“Fun to learn songs from Elikem’s home community in Ghana to sing in worship. So 

moving and joyful.” 

“I am so glad to be a part of this musical community. The music leaders work together 

to create well integrated services. The professional musicians are open and encouraging 

to the rest of us. The integration of all the talents within the choirs is encouraged and 

honored.” 

“Bell and choir retreats were so helpful and energizing. Watching David Williams direct 

and teach bells was amazing. Christina Rose Santa Maria giving us tips for vocal sound 

production and then learning a piece for Sunday was inspiring.” 

Members of the handbell choir got to tour the Malmark 
factory after the handbells were refurbished this year. 

Phil Westcott and Scott Kindig tried out the brass  
and aluminum G2 bells—an octave lower (and quite  

a bit larger!) than the lowest handbell UPC owns. 

Aimee, Becky, and baby Aoife get the choir  
ready for Sunday morning worship. 
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“Our choir has been able to sing at a much higher level. Love the talents of Aimee, Phil, 

and David and how they arrange music for us to do.” 

“Loved being a part of a vocal quartet on Christmas Eve. A new experience for me.” 

I humbly submit the comments given to me and say that it is a deeply moving and 

rewarding experience to work with so many people who give a great deal of time and 

energy to co-create each week. We have engaged the congregation in congregational 

singing by being among them. 

CURRENT WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM MEMBERS: Suzie Northrop Raboy, chair; Andy Chadwick, 

Jean Hill; Music Coordinator Becky Mebert; Pastors Kimberly Chastain and Becky Kindig. 

Personnel Team 

TEAM PURPOSE: To select and support paid personnel and provide fair treatment for all staff  

STAFF IN 2018–19: Our staff are our face to the community. They multiply the effectiveness 

of the congregation’s ministry and mission. As we have more programs and partner groups 

in our building, we are open Monday through Friday, daytimes and evenings. We are not a 

Sunday-only church! Our office and building staff are indispensable to this outreach to our 

community. 

There have been two changes in our office staff configuration. Scott Kindig, who has 

been working part-time in the church office for nearly three years, is now the full-time 

Office Coordinator, adding office administration duties to his previous media & technology 

role. Tammie Cummings continues to serve as our Welcome Desk receptionist; her 

schedule has been extended to a 35-hour workweek as she is now providing additional 

office support for church activities and programs.  

Our music staff is led by Music Coordinator Rebecca Mebert. The director of our UPC 

Choir is Aimee Backus, who also plays the flute. Philip Westcott directs the United Ringers 

handbell choir, leads the bass section of the choir, plays saxophone and guitar, and 

arranges music. Cole Tornberg, tenor, continues to sing with us whenever he can as he 

builds careers as an opera singer and a wine merchant. David Williams plays flute, arranges 

music, provides his expertise to the handbell choir, and is our chief audio technician. We 

welcome Starlotta Noll-Long to the choir as our alto section leader, bringing her rich voice 

and bright smile. Their varied talents fit beautifully with our wonderful choirs to provide 

innovative music in worship. 

For those families whose children need nursery care for at least part of the worship 

service, we have two paid nursery attendants: Tammie Cummings and Brooke Bokal. 

The major accomplishments of the Personnel Team this year are the completion of the 

Employee Handbook and the updating of staff job descriptions. 
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OUR STAFF (left to right, top to bottom): 

Kimberly P Chastain, Pastor/Head of Staff 

Becky Kindig, Associate Pastor 

Scott Kindig, Office Coordinator 

Vanessa Warren, Finance Administrator 

Eugene Favor, Building Manager 

Jamel Allen, custodian 

Dave Schneider, custodian 

Katie Kukol Wright, Community Meal and 

Kitchen Coordinator 

Tammie Cummings, Welcome Desk 

receptionist and nursery attendant 

Rebecca Mebert, Music Coordinator 

Aimee Backus, UPC Choir director 

Phil Westcott, United Ringers handbell 

choir director and bass section leader 

Cole Tornberg, tenor section leader 

Starlotta Noll-Long, alto section leader 

David Williams, musician and audio 

technician 

Brooke Bokal, nursery attendant 

We bade fond farewells to three of our staff this year. In November, Office Manager 

Ebony Jackson left to lead a youth program with the Broome Chamber of Commerce. 

Soprano section leader Lianne Aharony, who was with us for two years, departed this 

spring and is now going home to Israel for awhile. Mark Barnes was a strong contributor to 

the building and community meal staff until he left in early June to take a job with a 

roofing company. 

SPECIAL DEDICATION: Our excellent chair, Marie Hepworth, died this year. We miss her 

organizational and human resource skills very much. The Employee Handbook and our Plan 

of Work were done under her guidance. She insisted that our excellent staff be recognized 

with a special occasion, a wish we will carry out this month. 

FUTURE PLANS: We will consult and then write job descriptions for our Teams and Session. 

We will plan to do performance reviews at pre-set times during the year so they will not 

occur at the busiest times of the year. 

CURRENT TEAM MEMBERS: Marilyn Myers, Kathy Preston, Pastor Kimberly Chastain. 
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Property Team 

TEAM PURPOSE: The Property Team strives to have us be good stewards of the physical 

resources that we have so that we can continue to be a place for God’s mission in this 

community. That job entails: 

 Making sure the building is welcoming, clean, 

and safe — for worship, programs, and mission 

that takes place here. 

 Being consciously ecologically-minded in the 

ways in which we manage the building. 

 Working to keep what we have in good working 

order, making repairs as necessary, and 

upgrading what does not meet new standards. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018–19 

 Cleaning and fixing of the inside of the bell 

tower 

 Continued re-pointing brickwork on education 

building and tower to stop leaks 

 Added security cameras and lighting 

 New fire doors for exterior of building; replaced 

and moved main entrance double-doors to 

comply with ADA guidelines, and installed 

automatic door openers 

 Upgraded bathrooms with higher toilets, 

automatic faucets, lighting, etc. 

 

 Continued talks for the next 

energy audit 

 Purchased floor scrubber for the 

fellowship hall and floor buffer for 

hallways 

 Completed roof repair over Chapel 

and Terrace Room 

 Purchased machine to re-line the 

parking lot 

 Replaced outlets in the Library 

Lounge 

 Installed wireless internet in 

Terrace Room 

 Kept up with maintenance of 

boilers, HVAC, plumbing, cleaning, 

inspections, etc. 

In preparation for the Sacred Sites tours in May,  
we did some cleaning and repairs to the bell tower. 

Our new doors have automatic door openers 
installed on both the outer and inner doors.  

And they look great too! 
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FUTURE PLANS 

 Complete repairs to Chapel 

 Look into security system upgrades 

 Replace remaining outside fire doors 

 Continue to research renovation plans for 1st floor 

 Sanctuary roof repair to include the potential for Solar Farm 

 Complete front sign project 

 Finish installation of air handler system for the Chapel 

 Review of potential replacement of Lyre back chairs 

The list goes on and on as we continue to keep this downtown beauty active and vibrant. 

Join us when you can! 

CURRENT TEAM MEMBERS: George Cummings, chair; Chris Burger, Jean Hill, Ken Mebert, Kathy 

Preston; Pastor Becky Kindig; Cindy Burger, secretary. 

At our Property Team “Yard Work Day” in June, Ken and Becky Mebert and Randy Carlo Willis  
cleared a lot of weeds from the parking lot area. Meanwhile, Jean Hill planted beautiful flowers in  
the planter boxes around the building. Look how nicely they match the wreaths on the front doors!  
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Spiritual Formation Team 

TEAM PURPOSE: To nourish lifelong spirituality and Christian growth. We strive to strengthen 

the spiritual life of the congregation and broaden our reach into the community through 

group discussions, speaker-series, and various educational programs. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018–19 

Visiting speakers: In February of 2019, the church welcomed Tim Ternes, the Director 

of The Saint John’s Bible Project at the Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota. Tim 

offered both engaging lectures and spiritually-immersive activities for the congregation 

and the broader community. UPC also exhibited prints of The Saint John’s Bible in the 

Sanctuary and, for a time, displayed a facsimile of one of the seven volumes of The Saint 

John’s Bible itself on the central altar. In April, members of the church also participated in 

dinner and conversation with Richard McCarty, UCC clergyperson, advocate for LGBTQIA+ 

inclusion, and Associate Professor of Religious Ethics at Mercyhurst University. Dr. McCarty 

engaged us in a fascinating conversation over the so-called “clobber verses” in the Bible 

while emphasizing the importance of love for biblical hermeneutics. Finally, Doug Jones, a 

member of the congregation, presented his research on seventeenth-century radical 

Christianity. 

This year’s adult education program included a variety of books, films, and lectures. Detail from the Gospel of Luke 
©2002 The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota, USA. Scripture quotations  
are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, ©1993, 1989 National Council  

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

Sexuality and  

Holy Relationships  

in the Reign of God 
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 Forging connections with the University 

community: The Spiritual Formation Team has 

worked particularly hard this year to foster its 

relationship with the Binghamton University 

community. Specifically, visiting speakers to the 

church have also been invited to present on campus 

and have attended lunch with faculty members. The 

Pastors engaged in conversation with Binghamton 

University administrators in what amounted to a 

successful attempt to found an interfaith community 

for students on campus. 

 Books and movies: Members of the congregation 

continued their participation in a series of book 

studies, film showings, and discussions, ranging 

from the spiritually-affirming to the downright 

provocative. Always, the emphasis was on a 

respectful and intellectually rigorous conversation at 

the intersection of art and faith. 

 “Seasons of the Spirit” curriculum helps unify 

music, visuals, and teaching: The scripture message 

is reinforced both to the congregation and the team 

who develop each season’s material. 

Retreat at Stony Point: From October 12th to 14th, members of the church once again 

participated in spiritual offering at Stony Point retreat, including delicious meals, good 

after-dinner fellowship, bible-study, and an ongoing conversation with Co-Director Rick 

Ufford Chase on the topic of “Radical Hospitality.” The retreat also included a fruitful 

discussion with other interfaith leaders from the Stony Point community. 

FUTURE PLANS 

The Spiritual Formation Team intends to continue its book studies and film discussion into 

the next year. Conversations are also taking place to bring in a number of speakers for the 

new season and to persist in fostering our relationship with the Binghamton University 

community. At the moment, we the Team is also contemplating instituting a forum for 

intergenerational discussion around a variety of topics in the hopes of further involving 

some of our younger members in the spiritual life of our congregation. Plans are ongoing 

for next fall’s retreat at Stony Point. 

CURRENT TEAM MEMBERS: Doug Jones, chair; Chris Burger, Lou McKeage; Pastors Becky 

Kindig and Kimberly Chastain. 

The Spiritual Formation Team bid fond farewells to Linda Griffin and Marilyn Myers this 

year. Linda moved to the Seattle area this year to be close to family, while Marilyn 

continues to share her enthusiasm and energy here at UPC through her work with the 

Personnel Team and the community garden. We thank them for their years of faithful 

service and wish them well in their endeavors. 

The children in our multi-age Sunday  
School class work together as they learn  
about Christ’s love. Clyde loves Aeden! 



 

Our mission is to follow Jesus Christ  

by doing justice, loving kindness, and  

walking humbly with God (Micah 6:8). 

 


