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The Buzz about the Building 
 

I know it has been a while, but do you remember the sound that fills 
the room when a crowd is chatting. You know…it’s the noise that fills 
the fellowship hall between worships. Sometimes it makes it hard to 
hear even the people who are standing right in front of you. Some-
times a certain laugh cuts through. Words mostly meld together. 
There is a buzz of life that hums about the space.  
 
This last Sunday, some 185 people gathered on Zoom for the annual 
congregational meeting.  During the meeting, that chatter came 
through the speakers of my laptop. The sweet noise of the chaos of 
a crowd began. Folks were talking to one another on screens I 
couldn’t see. We scrolled through pages and pages of faces pointing 
at people we hadn’t seen in some time. It was wonderful. Just as a 
room filled with folks, some voices cut through, while most melded 
together in an excited murmur. You could hear just a few words and 
just a couple of sentences here and there. And then of course there 
was the cacophony of “I’s” approving the minutes, the annual    
budget and congregational representatives. At the end of the night 
with a big sigh, I thought, “Wow, I have really missed that.”  
 
As I walk through the halls of the new building space, it is incredibly 
gorgeous. And yet, it is not the building that makes it church. It is 
you. As one walks into the new fellowship hall (what used to be the 
sanctuary) you can’t help but remember moments: worships,     
weddings, funerals and the rest. And while the event is indeed held 
in that particular space, it is the people that make the church. It is 
the ministry happening within that makes it a sacred space. It is so 
fun to just imagine the joy, the worship, the ministry that will     
happen in the new sanctuary! It is a room waiting to be filled after it 
is finished.  
 
It reminds me Luther’s analogy regarding scripture. He states that 
the Bible is the manger which holds the Christ child. The scriptures 
hold the Word, but are not God Himself.  Similarly, the church   
building is the manger, but it is not the body of Christ. You are. As 
we near the final months of construction it is important to remember 
that this building is a beautiful space to gather, but it is the promise, 
prayer, praise and people that make it church. This last week’s   
congregational meeting was just a foretaste of the buzz, excitement 
and chatter that will fill the space so very soon. It is you that make 
the body of Christ. And whether you continue to tune in online or are 
able to gather this late spring/early summer into the sanctuary, the 
glory be to God. It is God who is at work calling, gathering and     
enlightening. May all of the buzz be in praise to God.  
 
Your brother in Christ,  

 
 
 

Pastor Taran Denning 
 



 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 
 
 

A congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

 
 

9704 N. Division 
                      P.O. Box 28948 (mailing address) 

Spokane WA 99228-8948 
509-467-5256/467-5257 

FAX: 509-464-1333 
 

E-Mail: secretarysllc@gmail.com 
jjohnsonsllc@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.sllcspokane.org 
   

Pastor:     Jim Johnson 
Associate Pastor:  Taran Denning 
 
 

Visitation Pastor:  Bob Chenault 
 
 

Church Administrator: Sandy Randolph 
 

Kids & Family Ministries  
   Coordinator:   Stefanie Reinke 
 

Youth & Young Adult 
   Ministries Coordinator: Jacque Larson 
 

Youth Mentors:   Anna McKinney 
    Annika Johnson 
    Luke Moore 
    Chloe Burley 
       

Worship Coordinator: Sally Fullmer 
 
 

Congregational Care 
   Coordinator:  Nikki Cerenzia 
 
 

Administrative Assistant: Suzie Buell 
 
Chancel Choir Director: Sally Strauch 
 

Bell Choir Director:  Sally Strauch 
 

Modern Worship Leader:    April Thompson 
  

Worship Pianist:  Sally Fullmer 
 
 
 
 

Worship with us each Sunday 
8:30 am 

 

 
For Prayer requests or any needs email: 

Nikki Cerenzia at 
 ncerenziasllc@gmail.com 

 

                         Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am—5:00 pm 

by appointment only. 

 MISSION 
At St. Luke we -- 

Worship God, Walk in the Spirit and    
Witness to Christ. 

 
 

VISION 
We are -- 

Revitalizing the Lutheran Church  
and 

Celebrating our Lutheran faith in Christ  
in the community. 

 
 

PURPOSE 
To accomplish this we -- 
Build Community 

by  
Being passionate about  
the message of  grace,  

Bringing Jesus to all ages, 
Connecting people to God  

and one another. 
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St. Luke Church Council: 
Pastor:        Jim Johnson 
 

President:                         Heidi Bollum 
 

Vice-President:                           Tim Engh 
 

Treasurer:                            Tom Kuhn 
 

Secretary:               Allison Brier 
 

 

Congregational Representatives: 
 Leah Heideman 
 Paul Buchmann 
 Tammi Peterson 
 Rod Minarik 
  
  
 

Voice, but no vote: 
 

Church Administrator:                     Sandy Randolph 
 

 

STREAMING ONLY! 
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Sunday Readings 
March 7 

Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 
 

March 14 
Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

 

March 21 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

 

March 28—Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 11:1-11 

 

April 4—Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 

Worship & Music 

St. Luke Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:30 am Live-streaming on Facebook 

 

Holden Evening Prayer: Lenten series on The Lord’s Prayer 
6:30 pm on March 3, 10, 17, & 24 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
• Holy Week-in-a-Bag pickup in the church parking lot, March 28,          

10:00 am-2:00 pm                      
• Maundy Thursday Worship: 6:30 pm, April 1 

• Good Friday Worship: 6:30 pm, April 2 
 

Easter Sunday 
Worship: 8:30 am, April 4 

 

To live-stream even without having a  
Facebook account, go to… 

www.facebook.com/StLukeLutheranChurch/ 
 

To watch recorded services or construction updates, go to... 
www.facebook.com/pg/stlukelutheranchurch/videos/?ref=page_internal  

Bible Studies  
 

• The Men’s Wednesday Morning Study meets weekly via Zoom at 6:30 am.  
If you would like to be added to their email group please contact Suzie Buell at 
secretarysllc@gmail.com. They are studying a book called “Making Sense of 
Scripture” by David J Lose.  

 

• The Thursday morning Bible study continues with a study of John via Zoom 
at 10:00 am weekly. If you would like to join in this study please contact Duane 
Ulleland at ulleland@q.com.  

 

• Martha Circle meets on the second Sunday of the month at 5:30 pm. If you 
are interested in joining their group, please contact Suzie Buell and she’ll get 
you connected with them. They are reading the Bible Study out of the Gather 
magazine. 

mailto:secretarysllc@gmail.com
mailto:ulleland@q.com


 

Your offering can be contributed in the following ways  
Direct Deposit through your bank’s bill pay system. 

Text dollar amount (e.g. “$50”) to 509-822-2207. If this is your first time giving this way, you 
will be asked to fill out a short form with your billing information. After this initial set-up, giving is 
as easy as sending a text message. 

Online giving through the St. Luke website at sllcspokane.org. Select the “Donate Now” link 
and follow the prompts. 

Simply Giving ACH deposits. Fill out the form found on the next page and mail to the church 
office at PO Box 28948, Spokane, WA 99228, and Sandy will set it up. 
Mailing a check into the church at PO Box 28948, Spokane, WA 99228. 

Thank you for your generous support to St. Luke ministry! 

ST. LUKE FINANCES 
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Thank you to all who were able to gather together in fellowship over Zoom for our Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, February 21. Over 180 people were present, well surpassing the number needed for a     
quorum.  
 
We were treated to a video narrated by Denny Denholm, looking back through 2020 at our building 
project and extra side projects. Things have changed so much and it was exciting to see how far we’ve 
come and how close we are getting to completion! Many thanks for your generous support through 
your contributions to the Lift High the Cross Campaign and extra donations toward side projects not 
included in the scope of the original building project. It will be with great joy that we come together to 
celebrate our new spaces once construction is complete and it is safe to gather.  
 
As we begin 2021, we enter our third and last year of the 3-year Lift High the Cross Capital Campaign. 
While construction is underway, we are paying only interest on funds borrowed. Once construction is 
complete, we will begin making mortgage payments on funds borrowed. To prepare for this, later this 
year we will hold a new campaign drive for the next 3-year giving period as we begin the journey      
toward debt retirement.  
 
Tom Kuhn, Treasurer and Tim Engh, Vice-President presented the 2021 Proposed Budget and after 
several questions, the budget passed unanimously. The 8.4% increase in the 2021 budget includes 
compensation for our new Associate Pastor, increases for the staff (as recommended by the           
Personnel Committee), projected increases in utilities and insurance for our new building and          
programmatic support. We were blessed in 2019 with gifts totaling $500,000 to help with the new     
Associate Pastor compensation package. That said, the 2021 budget assumes full responsibility for 
this compensation by the congregation, but if needed, the gifted funds are available. 

SEMINARY STUDENT SUPPORT FUND 

Thanks to your wonderful generosity, our Seminarian Support Fund has been a great 
support to Pastor Taran Denning and others throughout their seminary studies. 
 

Our support for Pastor Taran is no longer necessary, of course! We are now blessed with 
two additional seminarians at St. Luke! And we would like to be able to extend the same 
support to them. Shane Heideman is in his first year of seminary studies and Brendan 
Wiechert will be beginning his seminary studies this coming fall. Both will be doing their 
studies remotely, just as Pastor Taran did. Both Shane and Brendan, and their families 
are St. Luke members and have been active in various areas of St. Luke ministry. 
 

As God continues to call faithful servants from St. Luke into ministry, He has also gifted 
this congregation with caring and supportive members such that we can extend a helping 
hand to our seminarians. Thank you again for your generosity! 

http://www.sllcspokane.org/
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St. Luke Youth Ministry 

 

Wednesdays in March – Holden Evening Prayer Service online @ 6:30 pm. All 
Youth and families are encouraged to participate in worshipping online with us! 
In contrast to the season of Lent in past years, the 2021 Lent schedule will not 
change the Youth Group schedule. Middle School Confirmation/Youth Group 
will begin at the same time, 7:00-7:45 pm. We will begin with watching the ser-
mon from the Holden Evening Prayer service together. High School Youth 
Group will also begin at the same time, 7:45-8:30 pm. There are times we may 
watch the sermon together.  
 
March 7th –High School Café Night @ 7:00-8:00 pm – High School youth, 
join virtually for an hour of fun games and fellowship! Compete for bragging 
rights and maybe even a prize! Come hang out and catch up with one another & 
the Youth Mentors. (We will be doing Café Night in place of High School Sunday 
School this Sunday). 
Middle School will meet via Zoom for Sunday School from 6:30-7:00pm. 
 
March 14th – Today is daylight savings! Clocks “spring” forward! 

 
March 31st – No Youth Group tonight due to Holy Week. Join us for virtual wor-
ship on Maundy Thursday (April 1) and Good Friday (April 2). 
 
April 4 - 10 – No Sunday School/Youth Group due to Easter Sunday and Spring 
Break! Have a great break and we will see you back, virtually, on Sunday, April 
11th. 
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The Mead Food Bank has moved! 
They are now located at the old Mead Junior High on Market St. 
You can continue to bring your donations of food, hygiene products 
and scarves on Wednesdays from 1:00-3:00 pm. Just go up the 
driveway to the delivery door at 12509 N. Market Street; south of 
the new Mead Sports Complex and across from the school bus   
terminal. 



 

FUN STUFF FROM THE LIBRARY 
First the really fun thing: we have a name for the new library!!!  Drum roll …………… 
 

“The Word and More Library” – it fits so well, because in our library you can 
certainly find anything you would want or need about “The Word” and our library is 
used for so much more than just reading!!!  It’s a place for anyone who needs a 
cozy room for reading (duh), visiting, meditating, praying or resting. 
 

Thank you to all who submitted names and especially to Sherry Burgess who sub-
mitted the winning name. 
 

I guess we should change the title of this article now …FUN STUFF FROM “THE 
WORD AND MORE” LIBRARY 
 

Joy Breaks 
That’s the name of a humorous book filled with “90 Devotions to Celebrate,     
Simplify, and Add Laughter to Your Life”. 
 

There are 4 authors who contributed to this light-hearted devotion book: Patsy 
Clairmont, Barbara Johnson, Marilyn Meberg, and Luci Swindoll. If you’ve ever 
been to a “Women of Faith” conference – chances are you’ve heard one of them 
speak and make you laugh. 
 

One of the devotions quotes Hebrews 13: 1-2 “Keep on loving each other as broth-
ers. Do not forget to entertain strangers.” 
 

The devotion reminds us all that we need to slow down sometimes and enjoy the 
entertainment and laughter that comes from our relationships. It was a good      
reminder to me that I should continue to spread humor in any way I can to my 
family and friends. 
 

Those humorous moments you have with friends or strangers – this book calls 
them “Joy offerings”! I like that and I hope you all receive and spread some joy in 
your lives. 
 

-Carrie Webbenhurst,  
 Volunteer Librarian for St. Luke Lutheran Church 
 

 

Scarves for People in Need 
Since All Saints hasn’t been open for their Meal Ministry, they don’t need the 
scarves that some of our congregation members have been making during 
this pandemic. However, the Mead Food Bank and Hope House will gladly 
take them to distribute. If you’d like to knit or crochet some scarves, you 
may drop them off at church and Judy Senf will gladly deliver them to where 
they are needed. Thank you! 
 

Patchwork Quilters 
Spring is on it's way and the St. Luke Patchwork quilters would like to ask 
that if you have any sheets, blankets, drapes, etc. that you are replacing 
during Spring cleaning, we could put them to good use in quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief. We would also love any other type of fabric you want to do-
nate!  
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 Lutherhaven News 
New! Crafty Crew Retreats 

New! Spring Crafty Crew Retreats from January to June, 
and even this summer, Camp Lutherhaven is open to 
host small groups for your own cut, craft, and quilt time. 
Gather some friends, select dates that best fit your 
schedule, and come to camp for a two, three, or four 
night getaway, (even longer!) 
Bring your favorite crafting, quilting, or scrapbook project 

and create together with friends. Pause for meals, a walk around camp, a chat with staff–
otherwise the time is yours! We have several meal options for you to choose from, in our 
dining hall or in your crafting space. 
Together we’ll work out the dates and the details to make it possible for you and your 
crew to make beautiful memories on Lake Coeur d’Alene. Contact us for more information 
and available dates. 
 

Coming soon to Shoshone Mountain Retreat! 
Forest House is being completely remodeled, with a beautiful fireplace lounge, your own 
kitchen, private bedrooms with sinks, and private bathrooms down the hall. 
Step outside to soak in the mountain beauty, stroll up the creek to our historic Shoshone 
Creek Ranch, see more stars at night than you ever thought possible, and fall asleep to 
the sound of Shoshone Creek just a stone’s throw away. Beautiful Shoshone Mountain 
Retreat will quickly become your group’s favorite place to get away and get crafty! 
 

For Information and Reservations 
Email Laura Neidhold at registrar@lutherhaven.com, or 208.667.3459 ext 119 

 

Now Hiring Summer Staff!   
Would you or someone you know love to be a part of a life-changing summer and join 
summer staff at Lutherhaven Ministries? 
We’re looking to hire camp counselors, support staff, lifeguards, cooks, kitchen            
assistants, maintenance workers, wranglers, and more at Camp Lutherhaven and      
Shoshone Mountain Retreat & Ranch! 
Camp staff positions are rewarding, challenging, and unforgettable.  
Apply today at the following link… 

https://www.lutherhaven.com/about/employment/summerstaff/ 
 
 

 
 

Offerings during Lent 
In a typical year during Wednesday Lent services, all the offerings collected on those 
Wednesday evenings go to camperships to send St. Luke kiddos to Lutherhaven. Since 
our services are virtual, we ask that if you are interested in contributing to camperships, 
please mail in your contributions to the church PO Box and mark “Camperships” on the 
memo line. Our kids thank you! 

 

Lutherhaven Camperships 
(made possible by our Lenten Offerings) 

Lutherhaven Camperships are available from the church office! Just email Suzie the 
names of each kiddo, grade and what week of camp they will be going to (if known). 
These camperships are available to help offset the cost for any St. Luke children wanting 
to attend Lutherhaven this summer. The amounts offered are - $200 for a full-week or 
$100 for a half-week session.  
 
 

It’s first come, first served based off the money we receive during Lent. 
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– 

Marty Fritz, Johann Neethling, Bonnie Houser, Heather Klinke, Janis Smith, 
Julie Thaemert, Rick McDermid, Phyllis Adams, Connie Hearn, Gail Freese, 
Bob Montgomery, Charlene Emerson, Nicholas Brown (Torree Stein’s cousin), 
Glenna (Jenviev Israel’s sister-in-law), Crystal Campbell (daughter-in-law of Tregellas’), 
Terry Sonnabend (Bill’s brother), Connie Pennington (Terrie Austin’s cousin), Angie 
Haugen (Sally Fullmer’s niece), Pollyanna Fitzgerald (Sherry Burgess’ cousin), Larry 
Marcum (Linda McFall’s brother), Jerry and Priscilla Strizic (Oren & Margaret Peterson’s 

cousins), Dan Myron (Val Pick’s nephew), Henry Howe (Patty McCarty’s brother-in-law), 
Ron Cates (Kenny Cates’ father), Billy Daggett (Judy Senf’s Nephew), Marlene (BJ Bald-

win’s sister-in-law), Kelsey Smith (Tami Lockie’s daughter), Peggy Holmberg (Rich 

Cerenzia’s sister), Natalie Ziegler (Mary’s Daughter-in-law), Mike Marcus (Cathy 

Chenault’s brother), Hal Small (Mike Caprye’s brother-in-law), Carol Larson (BJ Baldwin’s 
family member). 

 

 

– 

Carol Sullivan, Will Gates, Oren Peterson, Pat Tregellas, Jenviev Israel, Jim 
Stoltzner, Cheryl Beck, Mark Rounsavill, Shirley Torgerson, Irene Haugen, 
May Del Redeker, Patty Harrison, Gerry Wichterman, Betty Stone (Patty 

Ethredge’s mother), Dave (Karen Tollackson’s brother-in-law), Kaitlyn Collins (Pr. Taran's 

Cousin), Sue Woodson (Steve LaMont’s sister), Larry Schulz (Del’s brother-in-law), 
Lavōne Watson (Tom Kuhn’s mother), Teressa Scott (Crystal Austin & Sheila Valdovinos’ 

mother), Cheryl Lucky (Duane Ulleland’s daughter), Charlotte Randolph (Phil’s mother), 
Evelyn (Carolyn Poirier’s aunt), Isaac (Chuck Fleiger’s grandson), Jody (Linda Hagen’s 

niece), Dick Finstuen (Diane Wenke’s brother-in-law), Bernise Toliver (Scott’s mother), 
Carol Johnson (Kellie Harbine’s mother), Jan Madden (Amy Corsini’s mother), Kathleen 
(Debbie Matson’s cousin), Chris Barkley (Kathie Walton’s nephew). 

–
 

–  
 
 

–  
The Halvorson family at the death of Helen. 
The Hong family at the death of Yome’s father, Kenny. 
The Walton family at the death of Jim’s sister, Grace. 
The Fritz family at the death of Marty’s father, Francis. 
The Russ family at the death of Hollyce Swan’s brother, Bob Russ. 
The Cleveland family at the death of Irma’s great-grandson, Tommy Croft. 

– 
Brendan Wiechert, Shane Heideman & Zack Wonderly attending seminary. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 

 
6:30 am Men’s Morning  
               Zoom Book Study 
 

12:30 pm Staff Meeting 
 

6:30 pm Holden Evening  
      Prayer virtual Worship 
 

7:00 pm 5th/6th grade   
   Virtual Youth Group 
 

7:00 pm 7th/8th grade  
               Confirmation 
 

7:45 pm Highschool YG 
 

4 

 
10:00 am Zoom Bible   
               Study of John 

 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
 
   

6 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 7 
 
8:30 am Live-streaming  
                  Worship 
 
 
 
 

Zoom Sunday School 
10:00 am PS-6th grade 
 

6:30 pm 7-8th grade 
7:00 pm Highschool  
              Café Night  

           

8 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Social Ministry 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 

9 
 
5:30 pm Young Adult   
           Women Zoom Study 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

10 
 

6:30 am Men’s Morning  
               Zoom Book Study 
 

12:30 pm Staff Meeting 
 

6:30 pm Holden Evening  
      Prayer virtual Worship 
 

7:00 pm 5th/6th grade   
   Virtual Youth Group 
 

7:00 pm 7th/8th grade  
               Confirmation 
 

7:45 pm Highschool YG 

11 

 
10:00 am Zoom Bible   
               Study of John 
 
 

 

12 
 
 

13 
 
 

Set your 
clocks ahead 

1 hour        
tonight! 

 14 
 

8:30 am Live-streaming  
                  Worship 
 

Zoom Sunday School 
10:00 am PS-6th grade 
 

6:30 pm 7-8th grade 
7:00 pm Highschool  
 

5:30 pm Martha Circle 
 
 

15 

 
 

16 
 
 

 

17 
 

6:30 am Men’s Morning  
               Zoom Book Study 
 

12:30 pm Staff Meeting 
 

6:30 pm Holden Evening  
      Prayer virtual Worship 
 

7:00 pm 5th/6th grade   
   Virtual Youth Group 
 

7:00 pm 7th/8th grade  
               Confirmation 
 

7:45 pm Highschool YG 

18 
 
10:00 am Zoom Bible   
               Study of John 

 

 
 

 

19 

 

 
 
  
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 21 

  
8:30 am Live-streaming  
                  Worship 
 
Zoom Sunday School 

10:00 am PS-6th grade 
 

6:30 pm 7-8th grade 
7:00 pm Highschool  
 
 

 

22 

 
 

 

23 
 
 5:30 pm Young Adult   
           Women Zoom Study 
 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

 

 

 

24 
 
6:30 am Men’s Morning  
               Zoom Book Study 
 

12:30 pm Staff Meeting 
 

6:30 pm Streaming Lent  
             Service 
 

7:00 pm 7th/8th grade  
               Confirmation 
 

7:45 pm Highschool YG 

25 

 

10:00 am Zoom Bible   
               Study of John 
 

 

 
 

26 
 

  

27 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 28 
 

Palm Sunday 

8:30 am Live-streaming  
                  Worship 
 

10:00-2:00 Holy Week  
            in a Bag pick-up 
 

Zoom Sunday School 
10:00 am PS-6th grade 
 

6:30 pm 7-8th grade 
7:00 pm Highschool 

29 30 31 
 
6:30 am Men’s Morning  
               Zoom Book Study 
 

12:30 pm Staff Meeting 
 

 

April 1 
 
10:00 am Zoom Bible   
               Study of John 
 

6:30 pm Maundy Thurs      
  Live-streaming Worship 

April 2 
 
6:30 pm Good Friday   
 Live-streaming Worship 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline to get information into April’s newsletter is March 23rd. 



 

      

      St. Luke Lutheran Church 

     PO Box 28948 

     Spokane, WA  99228 

Upcoming Reminders! 

 Holden Evening Prayer Lent Worship Services 

  Streaming Wednesdays on Facebook at 6:30 pm on March 3, 10, 17 & 24 

 March 14—Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 am. Spring ahead! 

 Holy Week in a Bag pickup 

  Sunday, March 28 from 10:00 am—2:00 pm in the church parking lot 

 Maundy Thursday—Worship premiers on Facebook at 6:30 pm on April 1st. 

 Good Friday—Worship premiers on Facebook at 6:30 pm on April 2nd. 

 Easter Sunday—Worship premiers on Facebook at 8:30 am on April 4th. 


