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November 6th, All Saints/All Souls 
Button Memorial  
 

This coming Sunday holds our annual tradition to provide an 

opportunity to remember loved ones or other special persons who 

have died. Buttons (like those worn on clothes) are brought during 

worship to be added to our Button Memorial Banner. The buttons 

may have been worn by your loved one, or may represent them in 

some special manner. We will have a small supply of buttons on hand 

in case you forget to bring one.  
 

Prayer for the Mid-Term Elections 
 

We are anxious, Lord- 
Anxious before the elections next week. 
It feels inappropriate to pray to you, Creator of the Universe, about a small portion, on a 
little planet, in a modest galaxy on the periphery of even what we know of your Creation… 
And yet, we do. 
A few people anxiously gathered for the marginalized of our little piece of the cosmos…  
anxious that the powers of fear, distrust, greed and self-centeredness will take control. 
 

Give us a sense of peace that there is a bigger picture. 
Root us in a reality stronger than the politics of hate. 
Let love be our grounding… 
Let peace be our breath… 
Let calm be our souls. 
 

Knowing that all powers, save yours, are temporary. Amen. 

 

“Masks Optional” Beginning 1st Sunday in November (Nov. 6) 
 

At the Coordinating Council’s October 20th meeting, after a lengthy discussion while reviewing 
the Covenant Partner Surveys, a decision was made to move to ‘masks optional. We do so 
reminding all: 
-to be respectful of the diversity of choices made by individuals within the Congregation    
-encouraging any who have not yet taken full advantage of vaccinations to do so 
-and requesting that any who have been exposed to Covid first test negative before returning to 
church. 
Should a significant surge in cases occur in the area, we will move to ‘masks recommended.’ 
We will continue to offer streaming options for any who feel too compromised to return to in-
person worship. 
Many thanks to all who participated in the recent survey which allowed us to choose policies 
that best reflect the will of the entire Congregation.           -on behalf of The Coordinating Council 

 

Continue to scroll through these pages, which include numerous updates and announcements! 

http://www.upucc.org
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from doug 

 
Now on the cusp of “the holidays” (famously dubbed by Sheila Alderman as ‘HallowMerryThankMas’), 
imagine you have voluntarily taken on two additional 90-minute evening meetings per month (with 
homework) wrestling with unwieldy and important issues impacting our UPUCC community’s future! 
Welcome to the Strategic Planning Task Force and the new world of 3 present church officers, 4 former 

Moderators, 3 staff persons and a representative at large from the presently ‘repurposed’ Visioning Committee.  
Just getting 11 busy people together twice a month is often not possible and yet, Sara Acosta, Renate Andrews, 
Bridget Blinn-Spears, Andrew Crisman-Kleczek, David Frink, Edward McFarland (chair), Nicki Norris, Meredith 
Pope, Tyler Ung, David Wilson and I are doing our best! I am incredibly thankful for them and their commitment to 
our community. 
 

For those of you who may still be a bit confused about the purpose of the Strategic Planning Task Force, I’ll re-
emphasize a few clarifications about what the duties of the task force are not and what they are:  
    -This task force is not a pastoral search committee. That will be established after a visioning process. 
    -The task force does not assume any duties of already existing committees. (Theirs is new work.)  
    -Originally established to help guide multiple transitions among UPUCC staff, the task force is now  

focused specifically on creating a congregation-wide visioning process that will greatly inform the future 
search for new pastoral leadership. We have time to be thoughtful. 

 

Already, the Task Force is developing a living ‘FAQ’ about their work and the process toward new pastoral 
leadership. (They hope to publish the FAQ soon. Your questions and patience are appreciated!) Additionally, the 
Task Force has met with UCC representatives about standard processes, has begun researching organizations to 
assist in planning the visioning process, spoken with seasoned pastors and leaders within the denomination, 
considered various timelines and tasks to be accomplished along the way and researched specific issues to be 
considered in preparation of the denominational church profile (Each church searching for new leadership submits 
its unique ‘profile’ to the National Church.). 
 

Remember that congregations within the United Church of Christ are autonomous and vary quite broadly in their 
theological stances and statements of mission. UPUCC is clearly positioned on the progressive end of an already 
progressive denomination. How will we continue to ‘live into’ our unique aspirational Covenant? Our Affirmation 
of Community states that we will strive to be as open as the radical realm of God. (It is uniquely ‘our’ affirmation, 
as well. We wrote it early in our life together.) How are we positioning ourselves to live further into ‘the radical 
realm of God’? 
 

These are Congregational considerations, and your voice is welcomed and encouraged. (When will the ‘visioning 
process’ unfold? Look for further updates, but most assuredly it will happen post holidays.) 
 

Of special note, we are delighted that John Bracke, one of newest Covenant Partners and one of the ‘seasoned’ 
UCC leaders I previously alluded to, will be preaching on Sunday, Nov. 13.  To say John is humble is a major 
understatement. An Emeritus Professor of Old Testament at the UCC’s Eden Seminary outside St. Louis, John also 
was Academic Dean there for 13 years. He has both pastored and served as an Interim Pastor in UCC churches. 
...AND this year marked the 50th year since John was ordained by the UCC.  I am sure I join all of you in welcoming 
John, and his wisdom, to our pulpit as we continue through this transition, new to us all. (...and thanks in advance 
to Mary Bracke for filling in musically in David Wilson’s absence on Nov. 6th!)  
 

Lastly, I’m aware that some amount of anxiety is inevitable in such times of transition. I’m certain that, with Divine 
assistance, we’re going to figure all of this out!  
In the meantime, we continue striving to “Be the Church.”  
Happy HallowMerryThankMas! 

A ‘Strategic’ Update 
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youth 

Our Youth Group will be meeting on each of the Sundays 
this month, and I'm especially looking forward to a 

Friendsgiving gathering on November 20. If you'd like to 
receive signups and emails for our weekly gatherings, 

please reach out to me at tyler@upucc.org.      -Tyler 

 

children 

 

Stories & Lessons, 

Christmas Pageant Ahead! 

Our Children have been enjoying stories and 

lessons from ‘Illustrated Ministries’ this month, 

and of course there were heaps of fun to be had 

at our Fall Fest! In November we'll continue to 

learn and grow in Children's Church, and we'll 

begin preparing for our Christmas Pageant in the 

later weeks this month. We hope to see you at 

church!  

(Photos  below from Families Fall Fest held Oct. 30. 

Puppies and pumpkin painting may have won over 

treats!) 

mailto:tyler@upucc.org
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adult education (3 pages!) 

 

Forums Sunday 9 am 
in the church library or online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?

pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09  

 
 

November 6th – Faith Journey - We are pleased to welcome Mariann Murphy to Forum to share her Faith 

Journey with us. Mariann became a Covenant Partner last month and previously attended a UCC church in 

Pinehurst. Please join us for this opportunity to get to know Mariann and see how her journey of faith led her 

to UPUCC. 

 

November 13th – Heifer Project Update – UPUCC has an active tradition of inter-generational support of 

Heifer International. Please join us to hear more about the work this organization does, and how we are 

involved in supporting their mission. See page 7 of this newsletter for additional information. 

 

November 20th - Beginning Again: This term and concept suggest many ways that we can live our spiritual and 

personal journeys. Their deep roots in Christianity and Judaism allude to both God's faithfulness to us and our 

faithfulness to God. We will explore some of the many layers of meaning to this idea, from starting a diet to a 

beginner's mind and the liturgical year that begins with Advent.   

 

November 27th- Re-Imagining Advent (Hope) Session 1 of our Advent series (See more details below.) 

 
Tuesday Book Group 6 pm  resumes December 6 online 

The Tuesday Night Book Group’s next book will be Gilead, by Marilynne Robinson. The book is a fictional 

autobiography of the Reverend John Ames, an elderly Congregationalist pastor who knows he is dying of a 

heart condition.  It is an account of his legacy as he remembers the experiences of his father and grandfather 

to share with his son.  The book won the 2005 Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle award.  We 

will be discussing the book in its entirety via Zoom on December 6th from 6-7:30 pm.  All are welcome to join 

us!  For more information contact Kathy Dobbs at kdcorgi56@gmail.com. 
 

Saturday Meditation Group 10 am  

Meditation has been practiced for centuries and is well-known for its many benefits:  reduce stress, lower 

blood pressure, less anxiety, greater compassion (and more!). UPUCC is carrying on this ancient practice—

usually held the first Saturday of each month at 10 am, we zoom together for one hour.  We enjoy this time 

out from busy-ness to focus and redirect our minds and invite you to come join us.  Absolutely no experience 

required. Contact Joanne jkennedyfrazer@aol.com for sign on details.  

 
Re-Imagining Advent 
Calendar, candles…Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. These are familiar signs of Advent for many Christians around 

the world. Advent is the beginning of the spiritual year, where the Church prepares for the arrival of Christ. 

For many, the four Sundays of Advent and other associated traditions bring comfort and help center them in 

reflection.  

-continued on the next page… 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
mailto:jkennedyfrazer@aol.com
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adult education continued 

(Reimagining Advent) But what if you have difficulty 

connecting with the tradition? Can you still find meaning in 

this season? How can you reflect on Hope, Joy, Peace and 

Love when there is doubt, despair, war and fear in the world? 

Join Forum the 4 Sundays in Advent (Nov. 27-Dec. 18) as we 

try to “Re-imagine” Advent. We’ll examine each Sunday’s 

respective theme (Hope, Peace, Joy and Love) and how it fits 

into the tradition. An open discussion will follow about that 

theme, and the difficulties we may have reflecting on that 

theme through traditional lenses. We can then share ways in 

which we can “Re-imagine” these themes in creative ways 

(outside the tradition, if need be), in ‘hopes’ of finding ways 

to better reflect and find the Hope, Joy, Peace and Love that 

we truly need. 

To prepare us, Eleanor Smith has shared this poem: 

An [Alternative] Advent Journey 
 

On the way to Christmas we journey 

from signpost to signpost--hope, peace, joy  

and love. The promises and gifts of Advent, 

to be fulfilled at the birth of Jesus. 
 

We are not already there, we travel 

with yearning, and sometimes despair,  

afraid to admit our lacks, our neediness. 

Afraid they speak of God’s rejection. 
 

Yet our God is not a god of rejection, 

and speaks to our deepest fears. So, let us 

cease pretending and open hands and hearts  

to give and receive comfort and support. 
 

Come, let us sit together in the cave of hopelessness 

bleak and barren of comfort, with no candle to light. 

Here we expose the hopelessness in our own lives, view 

with compassion the hopelessness in the lives of others.   
 

As the poet likens hope to a feathered bird singing, 

so, let us build nests to prepare for the gift of hope. 

I give to you this egg-shaped stone, symbol of hope 

to hold when all seems hopeless.  
 

We all live in a world without peace, fearing violence  

in homes and schoolyards. Often unaware of the violence 

within our hearts, the violence of hate, fear, judgment. 

Let us pray especially for those who live with war.  

 

I give to you this smooth seashell, symbol of the ocean  

that carries the potential of both peacefulness and 

violence.  

Hold this to your ear to hear the distant ocean, waves 

that whisper of peace, no matter how faint or far away. 
 

We all yearn to experience joy, beautiful and ephemeral 

as a rainbow--appearing to us after darkness and storm. 

The psalms speak of weeping in the night followed by joy  

in the morning. But joy’s light is absent in grieving hearts.  
 

I give to you this bell to ring in darkness and despair-- 

crying out to the God of dawn and rainbow--where are 

you! 

Ring it in your grief and mourning to remind you that joy 

is possible.  

And to let us know how to find you in your need. 
 

When we look around, especially in the holiday season, 

it seems that we are the only ones whose hard and lonely  

lives have lacked love. But there are many who, like us, 

hide 

feelings of being unloved. Let us reach out to give and 

receive love. 
 

I place in your open hands this piece of rose quartz 

carefully 

smoothed into the shape of a heart. Feel the warmth  

it has absorbed, symbol of love sent from my heart 

to yours, symbol of the God who created everything with 

love. 
 

For each step forward we take in our Advent journey 

God takes many more steps towards us--on her way 

to meet us in our painful lives, our bleak nights, our 

feelings 

of fear or loneliness, to bring to us the light of Christmas. 
 

by Eleanor Smith 

-adult ed continued on next page 
 

-Seek, in our quest for truth, the presence of the divine: 

 in worship and prayer; 

  in all of creation; 

  in every person, sacred in worth; and  

  in faiths and traditions other than our own; 

  while always appreciating with awe the mysteries 
 inherent in life. 



 

 

adult education continued 

Save the Date! 

We are pleased to announce that renowned New Testament scholar, author and prominent 
member of the Jesus Seminar, John Dominic Crossan, will be joining UPUCC via Zoom on 
January 22, 2023 for a lecture and Q&A session regarding his latest book – Render Unto Caesar: 
The Struggle Over Christ and Culture in the New Testament. More details about the event are 
forthcoming, but to prepare for his (virtual) visit we will be starting a weekly book study to 
delve into the fascinating insights the book offers regarding the debates over church and state 
in the New Testament, and how those insights may apply to 21st Century America and the 
Christian church. See below for more details. 

 

Book Study (online)– Monday nights at 7pm starting in December (Dec. 5) 

Render Unto Caesar: The Struggle Over Christ and Culture in the New Testament by John Dominic 
Crossan 

 Leading Bible scholar John Dominic Crossan provides new insight into the Christian culture wars 
which began in the New Testament and persist strongly today.  

For decades, Americans have been divided on how Christians should relate to government and 
lawmakers, a dispute that has impacted every area of society and grown more rancorous over the 

past forty years. But as Crossan makes clear, this debate isn’t new; it can be found in the New Testament itself, 
most notably in the tensions between Luke-Acts and Revelation.   

In the texts of Luke-Acts, Rome is considered favorably. In the book of Revelation, Rome is seen as the embodiment 
of evil in the world. Yet there is an alternative to these two extremes, Crossan explains. The historical Jesus and 
Paul, the earliest Christian teachers, were both strongly opposed to Rome, yet neither demonized the Empire.  

Crossan sees in Jesus and Paul’s approach a model for Christians today that can be used to cut through the 
acrimony and polarization roiling our society and dividing us.  
 
Available at your local bookstore, or through Amazon Smile (supporting UPUCC) at: https://amzn.to/3gWCUeS 
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Incarceration and the LGBTQ Community 
 
Wednesday November 9 - 6:30 pm 
 
"Behind Closets AND Bars"   The prison system, LGBTQ folk's relation to it, 
and how faith communities can better support folks. 
See https://duke.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQx3yEjxTyZb2nA for more 
information. 

https://amzn.to/3gWCUeS
https://duke.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQx3yEjxTyZb2nA


 

Heifer Project Giving Opportunity 

 
 
 

 

Healing Transitions Holiday Gift Drive 

 

 

faith in action 
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UPUCC Faith in Action 

Committee will continue its 

tradition of holding a Healing 

Transitions Holiday Gift Drive in 

November. Healing Transitions is 

a nearby shelter for women 

struggling with substance use 

disorders.  This drive gives us the opportunity to 

support the residents by supplying unwrapped, 

new gifts for residents to give to their children or 

grandchildren. Each gift should have an 

approximate value of $20.  Gift tags with the 

recipient’s gender and age will be available to pick 

up in the worship space before and after worship 

on November 6, 13, and 20.  Look for the red 

wagon with tags on the green board, near the 

worship space closet doors.  

Option 1: Please return your unwrapped gift, with 

the tag attached before November 27.  Place the 

gift in or near the wagon. 

Option 2: Instead of bringing your gift to church, 

you may choose to make an online purchase, 

using the information on the physical tag. To do 

this, follow these steps: 

-Go to Amazon (preferably Amazon Smile with 

UPUCC as the designated charity). Choose an 

appropriate gift, with an approximate $20 

value.  Check the “This is a gift” box when 

you select the gift. 

-At checkout, have the item shipped to: 

                         Terri Edwards 

                          1251 Goode St. 

                           Raleigh, NC   27603 

-There will be a Gift Message option.  In that 

box, put the information from the tag (e.g. 

Boy, age 12).  In the “from” box, put UPUCC.  

Please do NOT have the gift wrapped! 

Pay as you normally do. Please have all gifts 

selected and shipped by Nov. 27. 

Thank you for your support! 

Faith In Action is again sponsoring our November 

Heifer collection. Heifer International is a global 

nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and hunger 

through sustainable, values-based holistic community 

development. https://www.heifer.org/about-us/

index.html 
 

These contributions are a great way to 

give a gift that can change the life of a 

struggling family.  Meaningful gifts, 

such as garden seeds, a biogas stove, a 

chance for a girl to go to school, a food 

basket, a flock of chickens, or a share of 

an animal, can have a huge impact on 

the recipients.   

During the first 3 Sundays in November 

(6, 13 & 20), you will hear more about the impact 

Heifer contributions can make.  Children of all ages 

can contribute to their favorite banks, so come 

prepared with your coins and folding money.  

-Banks will be in the atrium on Nov. 6, 13, &  20.   

-There will also be donation forms and 

instructions for those who would like to 

purchase individual Heifer gifts to give at 

Christmas.   

 -Online option- go to https://www.upucc.org/
getting-involved/giving, and donate under the 
line item for ‘Heifer.’ To designate a specific gift, 
email Marcia Welsh  homeofwelsh@gmail.com  
with that designation. 

 

Thank you for your support of this worthy cause. 

Together, we can make a difference!  

 

Creativity Group 
A great big THANK YOU to those who have already ordered 
their Christmas cards. Our elves have been busy building 
them. The last day to order some designs is Sunday, Nov. 
20, so it is best to order early. The last day to order the 
others will be Sunday, December 4th. Then we will have 
individual Christmas cards available. 
 

The support for the Card Kits for Kids has been terrific, and 
we will continue to make those available. We have some 
other ideas in the works, so stay tuned  . . .  

https://www.heifer.org/about-us/index.html
https://www.heifer.org/about-us/index.html
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
mailto:homeofwelsh@gmail.com


 

fellowship 
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Blessing of the Animals Service Sunday November 20 at 3 pm 

Please mark your calendars for a special Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, November 20 at 3 pm in the 

worship space. We'll have music, prayers, reflections, and a chance to bless our beloved animal companions. 

Please make sure that all pets are up to date on their vaccinations. Dogs should be leashed (maximum 6 ft). Other 

pets should be crated. We will be inside the worship space in close quarters, so please only bring your pets who 

tolerate others well. 

 

Sunday 12 pm Gentle Flow Yoga 3rd Sundays- 12 pm in the worship space 
(November 20) 

This class is perfect for beginners, those with injuries or arthritis, or folks who simply 

enjoy a gentle, meditative approach to practice. We'll take time to cultivate present 

moment awareness through the breath and movement as we unwind commonly held 

tensions in the body, and finish with guided relaxation meditation so you leave feeling 

relaxed and refreshed. All are welcome; no experience needed. Register online here. 

UPUCC members receive a discount! Just go to the registration page and type in 

UPUCC (all caps) in the coupon code field.  

Game Nights 

Game Nights are held in the church library each first Thursday 

and each third Saturday of the month. Contact Scott 

Pope scottpope11@gmail.com for details.  

 

-Embrace our common life, overflowing with compassion and  

liberal in love; 

-Call forth and nurture our individual and collective creative gifts; 

-Delight in humor and, through joyous celebration, savor the  

goodness of life. 

https://www.cyndipowers.com/
mailto:scottpope11@gmail.com
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stewardship & finance 

 

UPUCC 2023 Pledge Campaign 
 

Our pledge campaign is now underway, and we're making progress toward our goal of a balanced budget for 
2023. As of 10/21, we have received 26 pledges totaling $93,716. We also have an additional 37 sustainers who 
have not pledged yet, for an additional sum of $99,414. 
 

Combining pledges plus sustainers, we are 63% of the way to our goal (pretty good for 2 weeks into the pledge 
campaign!). To reach our goal of $305,000 from pledges plus sustainers, we need an additional $111,870. 
 
What's the difference between a pledge and a sustainer? 
 

The key difference between pledgers 
and sustainers who haven't pledged 
yet is not whether they pay monthly. 
The difference is whether or not 
someone has made an explicit pledge. 
In our budget, a pledge is when you fill 
out the pledge form either online or in 
person. A pledge is a commitment for 
a single year. Pledges can be paid 
monthly, quarterly, or all at once. The 
factor that determines if we 
categorize it as a pledge isn't how you 
pay it; it's whether you made an 
explicit pledge for a given year. 
In addition to pledgers, we 
have sustainers. Sustainers are people 
who make regular automatic 
donations, usually monthly, but 
who have not yet pledged for next 
year. If you pledged last year, pay 
automatically, and haven't submitted 
a pledge yet this year, you are 
currently part of the sustainers group. 
Once you submit a pledge for 2023, 
your giving will shift from the 
sustainers to the pledgers. That's why 
the amount in the sustainers category 
decreases during the pledge 
campaign.  
Please submit your pledge and help us 
meet our goals and balance the 
budget for next year. Submit your 
pledge online or complete one of the paper pledge forms in the back of the worship space. Don't forget to 
complete the Time and Talent form, too. We have many opportunities for you to get involved in the community. 
Thank you! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLArUOaMaz50d8ahP0aPQWkf1fITyNY1-iYv-yX-vFCoc0VQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvb7f9eIsKgF4qN3B5S4wKme75nN5WRHfodRn5pHMKHiG9Pw/viewform
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Photos from last month’s ENCA Annual Meeting 

The Eastern NC Association of the Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ held their Annual Meeting on 

October 8th at Umstead Park United Church of Christ.  

Dallas Baker Mariann Murphy David Redd 

New Covenant Partners! 

Watch for more about the newest persons among us in upcoming newsletters! 

The UPUCC Choir provided music. 



Tues. Nov. 1 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  7 pm Peer Support Group in the library and online. See page 12. 

Wed. Nov. 2 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 3 6 pm Game Night. See page 8. 

  6:30 pm Youth Committee online. 

Sat. Nov. 5 9 am CSA Deliver in the UPUCC parking lot. 

  10 am Meditation Group online. See page 4. 

Sun. Nov. 6  Daylight Saving Time ends. Turn clocks back one hour. 

  9 am Forum: Mariann Murphy Faith Journey. See page 4. 

  10:30 am Worship: All Saints and Souls Button Memorial, Communion. “The Sacred Journey.” Music by Mary 

Bracke, Tyler Ung, and Scott Andrews. Covenant Partner Reflection, Glenn Hafler. 

  Following worship Newcomers & Inquirers Session in the atrium conference room and online. 

  12 pm Youth Group 

  12 pm Advocacy Task Force in the library and online. 

  1 pm Faith In Action Committee online. 

Tues. Nov. 8  Election Day 

Wed. Nov. 9 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 10 5:30 pm Strategic Task Force online. 

Sat. Nov. 12 9 am CSA Produce Delivery in the UPUCC parking lot. 

Sun.  Nov. 13 9 am Forum: Heifer Project Update. See page 7. 

  9:15 am Stewardship & Finance Committee in a classroom and online. 

  10:30 am Worship: [The Rev. Dr.] John Bracke preaching (see page 2). A sermon rooted in the thoughts of MLK, 

Jr., “Maladjusted.” Covenant Partner Reflection, Alice Jermyn. 

  12 pm Youth Group 

Tues. Nov. 15 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  7 pm Peer Support Group in the library and online. See page 12. 

Wed. Nov. 16 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 17 6 pm Coordinating Council online. 

Sat. Nov. 19 9 am CSA Delivery in the UPUCC parking lot. 

  6 pm Game Night in the library. See page 8. 

Sun. Nov. 20 9 am Forum: Beginning Again. See page 4. 

  10:30 am Worship: Thanksgiving Sunday! “Now Thank We All Our God!” 

  Following worship UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the library. 

  12 pm Youth Group ‘Friendsgiving’ 

  12 pm Gentle Flow Yoga in the worship space. See page 8. 

  12:30 pm Adult Ed Committee online. 

  3 pm Blessing of the Animals. See page 8. 

Thurs. Nov. 24  Thanksgiving Day 

Sun. Nov. 27 9 am Forum: Reimagining Advent. See page 4. 

  10:30 am  First Sunday of Advent: Hope… “This Little Light of Mine.” 

Tues. Nov. 29 7 pm Peer Support Group in the library and online. See page 12. 

Wed. Nov. 30 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 
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the justice theater project 

 

congregational care 
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Black Nativity 
 

Saturday, December 10 

11:30 am & 2:00 pm 

North Carolina Museum Of Art 
 

Artistic leaders Dr. Asabi and Ray Watkins bring this soaring 45-minute gospel concert to life featuring nine 

soloists, West African and contemporary dance, a live band, vibrant costumes, and a beautifully poignant 

narrative. 

 

FREE and open to the public. REGISTRATION REQUIRED. This event is OUTSIDE - bring a lawn chair and blanket. 

General seating. 

The perfect family holiday experience.www.thejusticetheaterproject.org 

 
New Peer Support Group 
 

Based on the positive feedback and interest from members, the Congregational Care team started the first Peer 

Support group in October.  Jeff Holden is supporting the group as a facilitator and helping participating members 

feel comfortable as they share personal concerns on issues such as political upheaval, depression, grief, and other 

areas. The gatherings are being held every other Tuesday in the Library space at UPUCC and also include Zoom 

access for those members who prefer to join the gatherings virtually.  Upcoming meetings include Nov. 1, Nov. 

15, and Nov. 29. 
 

If you are interested in participating now or in the future, please reach out to Nevin Fouts (nfouts@nc.rr.com). 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/North+Carolina+Museum+of+Art/@35.80989,-78.7047671,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x89acf5d3032aca5f:0x328c2eff28d72d41!4m5!3m4!1s0x89acf5d3536f686b:0x841b73fc133ba241!8m2!3d35.8098857!4d-78.7025784?hl=en
thejusticetheaterproject.org
mailto:nfouts@nc.rr.com

