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Fall is Upon Us! 

Other Sunday Highlights in November 
-Nov. 7th- All Saints- All Souls Remembrance 

Come to worship or participate online in our traditional Button Memorial on 
All Saints Sunday by placing or arranging for a button remembering significant 
lives lost this year. Online, you may type a person's name and a sentence or 
so of explanation in the chat during the opening portion of worship. This year, 
the button memorial ritual will take place later in worship than is our normal 
practice in order to allow time for those online to offer their names. 

 -Nov. 14th- The Reverend Tyler Ung will preach! Tyler, our still-fresh-to-us Minister  
   with Youth will offer their gracious, thoughtful and peaceful presence from 
   our pulpit. 

-Nov. 21st- Thanksgiving Sunday (Already!?!) A Sunday with multiple liturgical and  
  cultural themes, in addition we celebrate the culmination of our initial pledge 
  campaign and, more importantly, recognize the culmination of the Church 
  year.  
-Nov. 28th- The First Sunday of Advent- Hope- We light the first candle. We sing the  

  Advent hymns of preparation... and we consider the most fundamental  
  orientation of the new Church Year... Hope After worship this day all are 
  invited to remain for the festive decorating of the Christmas tree in our  
  worship space.  

Most of us have asked this before, but are the holidays already upon us... and so soon?! 
Perhaps it is due to the pandemic knocking our normal rhythms of sense and season ‘off kilter’ 
but we truly feel stunned to be writing/reading in a newsletter for the month now begun... 
which includes the 1st Sunday of Advent!! 
 
Our UPUCC community’s holiday traditions assisting the Heifer Project International, the 
Healing Transitions Gift Drive and the wonderful work of our own Creativity Group (card-
making) are well underway. Whether worshiping in person or online, opportunities to share in 
these traditions are accessible to all. See pages 6-7 for details on how to ‘wrap you and your 
family’ in these FIA opportunities. 

Nov. 7th 9:00 Forum- THIS JUST IN- Dontae Sharpe will JOIN us. 

As this newsletter was being finalized, we learned that Dontae 
Sharpe, wrongfully imprisoned for 26 years, will be able to join us 
via Zoom to answer questions personally about his case. We are 
truly honored that Dontae takes the time to do so. You may join a 
group in the library or zoom from your home. See page 5 for 
more details.   

 

http://www.upucc.org
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“Facing the Music” 
 

Though the origin of this idiom is debated, the meaning is fairly clear. ‘Facing the music’ is 
generally understood as “confronting unpleasantness, especially the consequences of one's 
errors.” 
 
We have erred. 
For all the progress we have made, even during the pandemic this year, from bettering our building to 
 building a better world,  
for all the issues of justice we have addressed and inequities we have tackled, from the climate crisis 
 to immigration reform 
for all the socially marginalized people we have tried to lift up and celebrate, from black and brown 
 lives to gender justice, 
our Personnel Committee has exposed a glaring omission among us, right here at home- 
we are greatly underpaying our extraordinarily gifted and important music staff. (See the 
Stewardship and Finance report in the Congregational Meeting Updates that follow this article.)  
This is not a heinous crime, but it IS a justice issue. 
 
This salary inequity did not happen by design and it certainly is not an indication of how much (little?) 
we value David and Sheila!... but now that we know their salaries do not meet even the minimum of 
the standard range for their positions, the Coordinating Council is clear that correcting this is a 
priority. We often sincerely exclaim that Sheila and David are invaluable to us. Our words must 
convey a more truthful currency. 
 
So, a proposed budget was presented in the Congregational Meeting on October 24th that included 
little other increases in way of change from 2021 to 2022 than to “face the music” staff more 
honestly. (Most other staff positions also received a modest 3% increase.) 
 
Kudos all the way around, right?!  
Nope. Not yet! Before we start patting ourselves on the back, this is a PROPOSED budget. If our 
collective pledges added with other projected income do not generate enough revenue to support it, 
we will come back as a Congregation in late January to address the shortfall. 
 
The bottom line is, folks, there really isn’t much fat in our budget. None of us want to have a 
conversation in January discussing which line or salary to cut. That said, I encourage you to listen 
carefully to the voices that have agreed over the next few weeks to share what this community 
means to them and why they have chosen to journey with us.  Listen to their stories and consider 
what this community means to you... and then make your pledge to underwrite our ministries for 
next year. (Again, see the following pages for details.) 
 
...And we’ll continue to make and hear beautiful music together. 
Listening/hearing/singing with you (...with ALL of you but, especially with you, Sheila and David), 
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congregational meeting updates 

 

From the Stewardship and Finance Committee (submitted by Christy Tucker)- 
Pledge Campaign 

 

It's time for the annual pledge campaign again! Most of our budget will stay the same for next year. Our big 
goal for the 2022 budget is to increase pay for our staff. The Personnel committee did a remarkable amount 
of research this year to provide us with some pay benchmarks. Based on that research, we know that most 
of our staff pay is within national median ranges, but some salaries are low. Therefore, the proposed 
budget includes a 3% raise for most positions. It also includes larger raises for the choir director and 
accompanist. Both of those positions are currently significantly underpaid based on the number of hours 
worked and the pay for comparable positions at other churches. You can see the exact numbers in the 
proposed budget. 
 

In order to reach that goal of more equitable pay for our staff, we need to increase pledges by about 5% for 
next year. We're asking for a total of $310,000 from pledges and sustainers next year, up from about 
$297,000 this year.  
 

Please thoughtfully consider the impact of this community of faith as you review your budget and pledge to 
support UPUCC for next year.  
 

Submit your pledge before Thanksgiving here: bit.ly/UPUCCpledge 
Submit your Time and Talent form here: bit.ly/UPUCCTandT 
 
 

COVID TASK FORCE UPDATE 
We celebrate the possibility/probability(?) of vaccinations beginning for children ages 5 through 11! Should 
the roll-out proceed as planned, by the end of the year our children will join adults in more safely moving 
within our community. How much we look forward to the new year and that new day! 
In the meantime, masks are expected inside our building, and in all activities pertaining to the children 
outside as well. 
Many thanks for your compliance in keeping our community safe. 
 
GARDEN PROJECT UPDATE 
A picture is worth a thousand words. Here are 2 thousand words! Listen for announcements pertaining to 
weeding, mulching and planting our new grounds as construction is completed. 

R: Colin McKerrell 

and his deck crew 

have provided 

enormous amounts 

of time and energy. 

 L: Progress on our 

garden project with 

paver walkway. (The 

large oval will be 

grassed.)  

bit.ly/UPUCCpledge
bit.ly/UPUCCTandT
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Children & Family Outdoor Activities Continue! 

As stated in the Covid Task Force update, we eagerly await the hopeful rollout of Covid vaccines for 

ages 5-11. Watch for information regarding a plan to return to indoor activities for children after 

the first of the year. In these weeks moving toward and into Advent, we invite all ages to join our 

outdoor events and enjoy our beautiful grounds! 

Flower Bulb Planting - Sunday, November 14 at 12 pm 

Though the Garden Project is not yet ready for planting, the area near the playground and Twila’s 

tree is! We’ll supply the soil and flower bulbs. Bring your favorite planting tools (trowels, rakes, 

small shovels) in hopes of beautiful blooms come spring!  
 

Outdoor Recording of Christmas Pageant- Sunday December 5 at 12 pm  

This year’s Christmas Pageant will be recorded in one session outdoors under the trees and 

presented at our Christmas Eve Worship Service. Those interested can sign up for the 

costume of their choice. (Watch for a signup link.) Costumes will be provided the day of the 

recording. A few speaking parts will be available and recorded separately.  

 

children 

 

youth 

 Dear friends, 
 
Where did October go? It seems like only yesterday the trees were green and the sun was 
hot. Now we need sweaters and jackets at Youth Group! 
 
The past month has been a very good one. Jonathan has joined us, and helped to lead as 
well! His presence has been a gift. 
 
As a group, we’ve done a lot! In addition to having a great deal of fun, we have written a 
group covenant, and we put together two trunks for Halloween’s Trunk-or-Treat event. 
 
I’m wonderfully excited about the movements towards vaccines for younger children. This means 
that we can move inside to the Dungeon as the weather chills (as long as cases don’t spike, of 
course). 
 
There’s some exciting things ahead, so you’ll want to make sure that you’re in the loop! If you are not 
getting email updates from me and you’d like to, just send me a message at tyler@upucc.org. 

 
In peace, 
Tyler 
Minister with Youth 

 

 

mailto:tyler@upucc.org
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Covenant Partner Passions  

Are you passionate about a book you have read recently? What about a film recently that you have seen 
that has inspired you? Why not spread the news? 

In coming months, we would like to feature short recommendations from Covenant Partners about books or 
films that they would like to share. If you’ve been moved by a book or film related to spirituality, social / 
racial / environmental justice, or other themes related to our Covenant, please let us know about it! Email 
Anthony Neff at anthonerd@gmail.com by the 15th of each month with the selection you want to 
recommend, along with a short description and how it inspired you. 

Forum- Sunday 9 am All forums accessible at this zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09 

November 7th – Justice for Dontae Sharpe After being wrongfully arrested and convicted at the age of 19 in 

1994 in Pitt County, and serving 26 years in a North Carolina prison for a crime that he did not commit, 

Dontae Sharpe was finally exonerated and released from prison in August 2019. Join us as we review the 

fight to bring true justice for Dontae Sharpe, whose pardon application has been sitting on Governor 

Cooper’s desk waiting for approval since November 2019. Without a pardon, Dontae continues to bear the 

mark of a wrongful imprisonment on his record and is ineligible to be paid restitution by the state for the 

decades of his life stolen from him and his family by a broken system. (Update: We are truly honored that 

Dontae will join us via Zoom for this forum.) 
 

November 14th - Bail Bond Reform  The cash bail bond system doesn’t keep people accused of crimes in jail; 

it keeps poor people accused of crimes in jail. David Bland, a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Wake 

Forest, will share his church's experience working to reform the bail bond system in NC. This forum 

continues the conversation we started at UPUCC when we endorsed the bail bond resolution adopted by the 

UCC General Synod 33 (a resolution created by Community UCC). David has become something of an expert 

on the subject, and we expect a lively discussion after a brief presentation.  

November 21st – How the Bible Actually Works, Session 6 Join us for our last session, where Brian and Pete 
will walk us through how to apply what we’ve learned over the previous five months. 

November 28th – No forum for Thanksgiving Holiday weekend 

Progressive Bible Study-  Monday 7 pm All sessions accessible via this zoom link: 

https://zoom.us/j/94118673022?pwd=NHNSNmFiS3lWT0lWRU9HMzQwR0FLdz09  

We will be wrapping up the discussion of the Torah, with sessions on the books of Numbers and 

Deuteronomy. 

Brew Theology- Thursday November 11- 7:30 pm 

In November, we will be meeting the second Thursday of the month as usual but will take the week of 

Thanksgiving off. Happy Holidays! Contact raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com for sign on info. 

 

Meditation Group - Saturday 10 am (online, 1st Sunday of each month) 

Contact Bridget babspears@gmail.com for sign on info. 

mailto:anthonerd@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
https://communityucc.org/cash-bail-bond-reform/#1628970647988-d0bfb801-5547
https://zoom.us/j/94118673022?pwd=NHNSNmFiS3lWT0lWRU9HMzQwR0FLdz09
mailto:raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com
mailto:babspears@gmail.com


 

Creativity Group November 

We are busy making cards and filling orders. We appreciate each order, no matter how big or small. Our table is in the 

worship space with one-of-a-kind Christmas cards and a variety of other occasion cards. 

Here is the link for viewing and ordering multiple holiday cards: 

https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/creativity-group 

Thank you for your donations for cards!  

 

Opportunities for Early Holiday Giving 

 -Heifer International 

Faith in Action is again sponsoring a collection for Heifer International! The 

children of the church created animal piggy banks to receive donations. Please 

save your change to vote for your favorite animal and contribute to Heifer.  

There are various ways to give: 

· In-Person: before or directly after worship (November 7-14)  Heifer Banks and a list of giving options will be 

available to contribute your cash/checks in the bank of your choice.   

· Online: https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving There is a drop-down option for Heifer. If you wish to 

designate your giving for a particular item (see page 7 of this newsletter) 

Thank you for submitting gifts by November 21. 

 

 -Healing Transitions Holiday Gifts for Children 

 

 

As is our tradition, we support our friends at Healing Transitions by providing an unwrapped gift- or two- for children 

or grandchildren of the residents of Healing Transitions.   

· In Person -Gift tags with age and gender will be available after worship on November 7-14. (If tags remain, a signup 

genius link will be provided as a remote option for giving) 

· Each gift ($20 range)  

· Return your unwrapped gift, with the tag attached, to church by November 21.  

· OR, purchase online at Amazon (preferably Amazon Smile with UPUCC link: https://smile.amazon.com/ ch/56-

2202519 as the designated charity!). Choose an appropriate gift. Check “This is a gift” box when you select the gift. 

 -At the Gift Message Option- put the information from the tag (ex. Boy, age 4). In the “from” box, put UPUCC. 

 -Leave gift unwrapped. Pay as you normally do! Please have all gifts selected and shipped by November 27. 

-At checkout, have the item shipped to:  

                              Terri Edwards c/o Healing Transitions 

                              1251 Goode St. 

                              Raleigh, NC 27603 
 

Thank you for your support!  
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faith in action 

https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/creativity-group
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2202519
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2202519


 

faith in action continued 

Make checks payable to UPUCC with Heifer International in the memo line. 

Attach check to Donor Gift Page and place all in the provided envelope. 

OR 

Donate online on UPUCC website https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving 
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Gift Price Quantity Total 

        

Heifer $500     

   Share of a Heifer   $50     

Water Buffalo $250     

   Share of water buffalo   $25     

Alpaca $150     

   Share of an Alpaca   $20     

Goat $120     

   Share of a Goat   $10     

Sheep $120     

   Share of a Sheep   $10     

 Pig $120     

   Share of a Pig   $10     

Hive of Honeybees   $30     

Hope Basket (Rabbits, starter flock of chicks)   $50     

Flock of Chickens   $20     

Food Basket   $20     

Share of Milk Menagerie   $100     

Ducks   $20     

Garden Seeds   $60     

   Share of Garden Seeds   $10     

Biogas Stove   $50     

Gift of Clean Water $300     

Send a Girl to School $275     

Share of Joy to the World Gift Basket $150     

        

Total Amount       

https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
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Covenant Partner 

Don Harpster joined UPUCC in July 2021. He indicates being drawn to UPUCC due to 

its proximity to his home. He also credits the initial meeting he had with Doug, the 

quality of Doug’s sermons, and also finding the worship services quite meaningful. 

Don also enjoys Bible Study with Anthony Neff. 

Don has been an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ since 1972- having 

served congregations in Pennsylvania, Maine, and Vermont. He is also a retired 

professor of History and Political Science who has taught at five universities in the Northeast.  

Having retired from both the active ministry and college teaching, he continues to write and would welcome  

the opportunity to teach a course on American Church History at UPUCC in the future.  Don studied 

undergraduate and graduate work at the Pennsylvania State University, where he received his PH.D. He 

received his MDIV at Yale Divinity. Some of his most recent work consists of researching for an article on the 

Philadelphia German Reformed Church.  

He moved to the Raleigh area to be close to his eldest son, Ben who works at GlaxoSmithKline and lives in 

Knightdale, N.C.  His younger son Matthew lives in Colchester, Vermont. Don’s wife was a teacher and school 

administrator in Vermont until her death in 2017.  

Welcome, Don! We are delighted to have you among us! 

Photos from Oct.31 Trunk & Treat Event 

Tyler’s golden calf! 

Winners of Youth Costume 

Contest 



Mon. Nov. 1 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Nov. 2 8:30 am CSA Delivery. UPUCC parking lot 

  6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group. Contact Renate Andrews rma8805@gmail.com  

Wed. Nov. 3 7 pm UPUCC Choir Rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 4 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library 

Sat.  Nov. 6 10 am Meditation Group. See page 5. 

Sun.  Nov. 7 2 am Fall Back to Eastern Standard Time. 

  9 am Forum: Justice for Dontae Sharpe. See page 5. 

  10 am Building & Grounds Committee 

  10:30 am Worship: All Saints/ All Souls. Button Memorial. 

  10:45 am UPUCC Advocacy Task Force. Contact Richard Frazer rifraz@gmail.com  

  12 pm Youth Group See page 4. 

Mon. Nov. 8 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Nov. 9 8:30 am CSA Delivery. UPUCC parking lot 

  6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. Nov. 10 7 pm UPUCC Choir Rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 11 7:30 pm Brew Theology. See page 5. 

Sun. Nov. 14 9 am Forum: Bail Bond Reform. See page 5. 

  9:15 am Stewardship & Finance Committee 

  10:30 am  Worship: Tyler Ung preaching. 

  11:45 am  Music & Worship Committee 

  12 pm Youth Group See page 4. 

  12 pm Children & Families Event. See page 4. 

Mon. Nov. 15 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Nov. 16 8:30 am CSA Delivery.  UPUCC parking lot 

  6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group. Contact Renate Andrews rma8805@gmail.com  

Wed. Nov. 17 7 pm  UPUCC Choir Rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 18 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  5 pm Covid Response Task Force 

  6 pm Coordinating Council 

Sun. Nov. 21  9 am Forum: How the Bible Actually Works Part 6. See page 5. 

  10:30 am Worship: Thanksgiving Sunday- Culmination of the Liturgical Year. 

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 4. 

Mon. Nov. 22 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Nov. 23 8:30 am CSA Delivery. UPUCC parking lot 

  6 pm  Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. Nov. 24 7 pm UPUCC Choir Rehearsal in the worship space. 

   Calendar continued on next page... 

 

upucc november calendar 
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upucc november calendar continued 

 

our wider community 

  

Coming in December - FREE by reservation- Performances at NCMA! This year JTP presents a beautiful 35-minute concert version 

of Black Nativity in the outside amphitheater at the NC Museum of Art. Here's the best part - it's FREE for the public with open 

seating. The concert features 10 dynamic singers, 6 dancers, and of course a live band. 

Registration for this event is open, and the museum is requiring registration for their concessions staff's planning purposes, and to 

get an idea of how many people will attend.  For more details: thejusticetheaterproject.org 

Thurs. Nov. 25  Thanksgiving Day 

Sunday Nov. 28 10:30 am 1st Sunday of Advent Worship: Foundational Hope 

  Following worship Decorating worship space Christmas Tree.  

Mon. Nov. 29 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Nov. 30 6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

All ages enjoyed this year’s Trunk & Treat Gathering! 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org

