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Curamericas Celebration (See March Newsletter here.)  

-We just exceeded our ambitious goal and raised over 

$15,500! 

More great Eliseo Updates! See 

Doug’s article next page. 

  

Also see Inside this Newsletter for details on: 

 New Officers and Committees elected at the Congregational Meeting p.4 

 Reparative Justice Resolution Endorsed at the Congregational Meeting p.2 

 Superb Adult Education Offerings, including two new initiatives. See p.8-9 

 Big (and FUN!) Garden Work Party, Saturday May 7th p.3 

 Yoga anyone? p.7 

 New Covenant Partners on p.10 

 ...and don’t forget the full May calendar on p.11-12  

 

Where do we begin with Highlights? 

(and how do we choose from so many?) 

 

Garden Dedication 

Sunday May 15- p. 2 & 7 
 

We begin in worship and a slightly 

postponed celebration of Earth 

Day. Doug focuses on “The Garden 

that Love Grew” in May 15 

worship with a Potluck following  

(the first in over 2 years!). 

Desserts provided by Youth 

Fundraiser for Healing Transitions. 

Nurses Juani and Alma 

http://www.upucc.org
https://www.upucc.org/newscalendar/newsletters


 

from doug 
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Faithful Farming 
 

 
 

In a sense, we are like the farmer in Jesus’ parable of the Sower. The way has at times been 
rocky, full of thorns and scorching heat but, partnered with the Divine, the harvest comes. 

 

There are almost more things going on at UPUCC right now than we can keep up with. This is 
partially due to our continued emergence from the pandemic but is even more so due to long ago planted seeds 
that have been nurtured for months and years. They are now coming to fruition.   Consider- 
 
-Since May of 2020, a strong core of UPUCCers have studied, discussed, wrangled and confessed all manner of 
our social structure’s entangled racist roots. Much of Black history has come alive for us, from its deeply buried 
horror to its beautifully poignant poetry. We’ve welcomed men falsely incarcerated for decades to Sunday 
forums, stood shoulder to shoulder with Black Lives Matter protesters, met and supported Black farmers, and 
those of us who are not people of color (which is most of us) have considered our own fragility as persons of 
privilege and complicity in our racist culture.   
Thus, having more honestly examined the soil of our white supremacy, the Congregation voted unanimously 
with no further questions asked last Sunday to sign as a supporting organization to a Resolution Supporting 
Community Reparative Justice for the African-American Community in Raleigh.  A petition for individual 
signatures is also circulating and I encourage you to sign and pass it along to others. https://chng.it/7sfGL5f9PJ   
If all goes as planned, the resolution will be presented to the Raleigh City Council in early June. We will keep you 
posted in the hopes several can represent UPUCC there. 
 
-In 2007, plans were first drawn for a garden to replace the old loading dock outside our worship space. For lack 
of funds, the plan languished. Sunday, May 15th, we will celebrate, remember and honor those who did not let 
that dream die. Afterward, we will spill out into that glorious, life-giving garden delighting in our first potluck 
after the long pandemic drought. Hopefully, some special guests will join us ...and hopefully, many of you will 
come together at this garden of new life.   
 
-In the summer of 2017 we began exploring the possibility of offering Sanctuary to an undocumented 
immigrant or family at risk of deportation. Little did we know that a few months later we would meet and 
welcome Eliseo Jimenez among us and that 4 and ½ years after that we’d be finally watching him gradually 
regain his freedom. In March, Eliseo received his work permit, just now in April his NC Driver’s License, and by 
this time next month, thanks to the great work of our sister congregation, Community UCC, Eliseo plans to move 
into an affordable rental home they own as soon as it is ready... and we will all have a PAR-TEE! (Watch for 
further announcements.) No one will be more thankful than Eliseo that he may not celebrate his 5th consecutive 
birthday at 8208 Brownleigh this June. 

*********** 
 
These are a few of the important matters we have ‘tended’ for years, now coming to a new stage of fruition. 
Many other nurturing activities follow in the pages of this monthly missive. Some are seeds just now being 
planted, others are projects already with deep roots.  They all will require water, weeding, patient tending, and 
the blessings of God. Then, as in Jesus’ parable of the Sower, the harvest will come. 
 
I give thanks to God for you, and celebrate your faithfulness and steadfast spirits. 

 
 

 -from doug continued on next page... 

https://chng.it/7sfGL5f9PJ


 

 
New Officers and Committees elected at Congregational Meeting 
  
We are grateful for all the officers and committee folk who lead us into our new year of ministries. Of special note 
are new and renewed initiatives reflected in the slate on the next page. 
 
-Our new Audio-Visual efforts as we stream into a new world require the formation of an AV Task Force. 
 
-A ‘beefed-up’ fellowship (fun-o-ship!) gang will tackle efforts head on to emerge successfully and playfully (!) from 
the pandemic! (more on page 7!) 
 
-The Visioning Committee has morphed, for the time being, into a Strategic Planning Task Force. Composed largely 
of past and present moderators of the congregation, they will lead us in a process of discerning next steps, and 
dreams, of living further into our Covenant as well as assist with staff transitions on our horizon. 
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P.S.  A brief Covid update: With the recent surge in infections due to new strains of the virus, our indoor mask 
requirement remains for the time being. We look forward to relaxing that protocol as soon as we feel all may 
safely do so. 
 

P.P.S. A big thank you to Nicki Norris who, with short notice, served as our Moderator this past year when we were 
in a pinch. Nicki is the best! Great thanks as well to Rebecca van Dorsten who is rotating off as chair of the Building 
and Grounds, Shawn Holmes who steps down as Children's chair, Bridget Blinn-Spears as Fellowship, and Kathy 
Dobbs from Personnel. (See the bottom of this page for an introduction to our new slate.) 
 
 

Plus... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOMO anyone? This is an event you definitely don’t want to miss!! 
 

The Big Garden Work Party, Saturday, May 7th.  9 am to 1 pm.  (or any part of it!!) 
Planting with Mary Pat! 

Mulching with Mike! 
Plucking (weeds) with Peter! 

Digging with Doug! 
 

 

It’s an “all-hands on dirt” event to get ready for our May 15th Garden Dedication. 
Bring the tools you’d use in your own yards and join the fun (serious fun... seriously fun). 

We need YOU!! ... so, Come to Tend God’s Garden! 
 

 

from doug continued... 
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At the spring Congregational Meeting following worship on April 24, UPUCC Covenant Partners voted to confirm the following slate of 

nominees for officers, committee chairs and members.  

Officers 

Moderator- Sara Acosta 

Moderator Elect- Andrew Crisman-Kleczek 

Secretary- David Frink 

Treasurer - Alice Jermyn 

Assistant Treasurers 
 

Dan Harrell 

Gwen Vass 

Committees 

Adult Education◦ 

Chair- Anthony Neff 

Renate Andrews 

Jeff Holden 

David VandeVusse 

Eleanor Smith 
 

Building and Groundse 

Chair- Mike Heavey 

Michele Van Note 

Colin McKerrell 

Doug Culver 

Leslie Heavey 

Mary Pat Peters 
 

Children’s Committeee 

Chair- Bridget Blinn-Spears 

Learla Stefanics 

Katelyn Shultz 

Jennifer Crisman-Kleczek 

Alyssa Hill 
 

Congregational Caree 

Chair- Nevin Fouts 

Dan Harrell 

Bob Martin 

Ada McKerrell 

Gail Holden 
 

Faith In Actione 

Chair- Renate Andrews 

Marcia Welsh-Creativity Liaison 

Ashley Montague 

Linda Bossert 

Peter van Dorsten, Advocacy Liaison 
 

Personnele 

Chair- Gail Holden 

Frank McKay 

Joyce Hall 

Jim McKay 

 

Fellowshipe 

Co-Chair- Meredith Pope 

Co-Chair- Tricia Andrews 

Alice Jermyn 

Cyndi Powers & Dean Williams 

Lee Harrison & Gwen Vass 

Carole & Dan Holt 

Scott Pope 

Peggi Hunter 

David Brainard 

Roberta Ouellette 

Elliot Acosta 
 

Membership & Publicitye 

Chair- Gary Sanders 

Maria Mauriello  

Andrew Crisman-Kleczek 
 

Personnele 

Chair- Gail Holden 

Frank McKay 

Joyce Hall 

Jim McKay 
 

Stewardship & Finance◦ 

Co-Chair- Richard Frazer 

Co-Chair- Christy Tucker 

Mark Stevens 

Debbie Beroth 

Gwen Vass 

Vickie Teal (ex-officio) 

Alice Jermyn (ex-officio) 
 

Worship & Music◦ 

Chair- David Wilson 

Sheila Alderman 

Scott Andrews- AV Liaison 

Marcia Welsh 

New AV Task Force 

Nicki Norris 

Bill Yoder 

Don Alderman 

Aidan Andrews 

Peter van Dorsten 

Youth◦ 

Chair- Heather Frink 

Scott Andrews 

Sonja McKay 

Jonathan McLean 

Ali Hubbard 
 

Brownleigh Dr. Building Association 

Rebecca van Dorsten 

Doug Long 

Peg Arcari  

Vickie Teal 
 

Ministerial Relations 

Lee Harrison 

Leslie Heavey 

Edward McFarland 
 

Nominating Committee 

Chair/Moderator-Elect  

Andrew Crisman-Kleczek  

Peg Arcari 

Doug Long 

Don Alderman 

Nicki Norris 
 

Visioning/New Strategic Task Force 

Past & Present Moderators 

Edward McFarland, Chair 

Nicki Norris 

Sara Acosta  

Andrew Crisman-Kleczek  

Bridget Blinn-Spears 

Renate Andrews 

At-Large  

Meredith Pope  

David Frink 

Minister 

Doug Long 

 



 

children 
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Thank you! 
As summer approaches, we 

offer our continued, heartfelt 
appreciation to our teachers 
and leaders, who generously 

and faithfully give of their time 
to our children. More 

volunteers are welcome and 
needed! 

Sign up HERE, or contact 
peg@upucc.org 

  

Seeking Your Input ! 

The Children's Committee, at the request of the Personnel 
Committee, welcomes your input, as we formulate our 
search for our new Children's Director, with feedback 
from our parents, children, volunteer teachers and all 
other interested members of the UPUCC congregation. 
Link to survey is HERE. 

 

Upcoming Events! 
 

As more families continue to return to in-person, here are some reminders.  
 

 On May 1, children will once again be invited to join at the front of the worship space for the 
Children’s Moment before moving to special activities.  

 May 7- Children are encouraged to come with their parents to the Garden Work Party- see page 3.  

 May 15- Garden Dedication & Potluck Lunch. See pages 1&7. 

 June 5- Be on the lookout & pencil in the date as an end of school year/beginning of summer/      
all-things-children celebration! (We will also celebrate Peg!) 

Easter banners created by the children 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544aaab2ba6fe3-upucc11
mailto:peg@upucc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c-aV-DYoH0596gXEPRxD9mGrbZZsDMFj3n9Vgrw0IyY/edit#response=ACYDBNiKTczsBBsLg1doNsxMZ93lOE1PEEs4KPO7ml0Ux0X-eoPZFoX4unUb5e-DUvRw4YM


 

faith in action  
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Upcoming NC Primary Election 

Links and dates provided by UPUCC Advocacy Task Force   This is an important election for NC, including a new 

US Senator (26 candidates!) and determining the future of the NC Supreme Court. It's also a midterm primary, 

so your vote (because of typical low turnout) will have even more weight.  Link to info sheet HERE. 

 
Quarterly Giving Statements  
 

...were recently sent. Please double check your statement and make sure that the amount matches your records, 

especially if you increased your pledge this year. If you have any questions, please email Vickie 

at vickie@upucc.org. 

 

Also, please note- all online donations to special funds like the Creativity Group and Curamericas will have credit 

card fees deducted from the donation. In the past, we paid for these financial transaction fees out of the oper-

ating fund. Even though it's only around 3% per transaction, it adds up over time. 

Therefore, please consider adding a little extra to cover the fees when you donate to these special funds. You 

may also write a check to avoid fees.                                                                                                 

  -Stewardship & Finance Committee 

 

worship & music 

 

stewardship & finance 

Compost Now -Seeking Response 

FIA is considering contracting with Compost Now to start a church composting ministry The link to express 

interest in the possibility to have a compost pickup at UPUCC is HERE. Come to the Forum on May 15th! 

Summer Worship Music Invitation 

Following June 5, the UPUCC Choir begins their summer break. We invite all 
instrumental and vocal musicians to bring their music to worship one or more 
Sundays this summer! For scheduling, please contact Sheila Alderman 
at sheila@upucc.org. 

In addition to the items already included on page 1 and 2 ….. 

file:///C:/Users/Lenovo 2017/Desktop/NC May Primary Info.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Lenovo 2017/Desktop/NC May Primary Info.pdf
mailto:vickie@upucc.org
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30493562&msgid=178620&act=UGHD&c=1604194&pid=729358&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fcompostnow.org%2F&cf=9146&v=ba631d89c84d531ef7f226820e3e53b8f0283a4497fc88f06ffeb76b5af880e9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJ_5xvLKroMIkN75OD8I03NxqsuTOA2gI8_b91JrsO2eWZ8g/viewform
mailto:sheila@upucc.org?subject=Summer%20Music


 

fellowship 

 

-Delight in humor and, through joyous celebration, savor the                
goodness of life. 

From your Fellowship (Fun-O-Ship) Folks- 
 
May 15 Potluck following Worship   (Woo Hoo!!) 
A few organizing details for our first potluck in a looooong time!! 

-Bring a dish or two to share with all. (Desserts will be available by our Youth, who are raising money for a 
worthy local non-profit.) 
-Food Tables will be in the atrium prior to worship. Please place your food there.   
-Weather permitting, we’ll eat in the garden. 
-If you’re not ‘potluck ready’ bring your own luck lunch. (...which is to say, if you’d prefer to bring a bag 
lunch for yourself, we want you to feel welcomed as well.) 
-In an effort to be eco-friendly and reduce trash, bring your own individual plates and utensils. (We will have 
extras for those who forget.) We are trying hard to reduce our waste and become more ecologically friendly. 
This is a spiritual thing! 
-Don’t forget to bring some cash (or a check?) to buy desserts from the Youth!! 

  
More from Fellowship 
Thank you to those who have completed our simple Fun-o-ship Survey! We’ve had helpful responses and are 
already planning from them.  Still, we’d welcome more input. Find the survey here and take just a moment or 
two to offer your hopes! 
One clear desire for now? YOGA! 
 

Live Yoga is back! 
Gentle Flow Yoga Every 3rd Saturday beginning May 21 from 9-10:30am 

 

Gentle Flow Yoga is perfect for beginners, those with injuries or arthritis, or folks who simply enjoy a gentle, 
meditative approach to practice. We'll take time to cultivate present moment awareness through the breath and 
movement as we unwind commonly held tensions in the body, and finish with guided relaxation meditation so 
you leave feeling relaxed and refreshed. All are welcome; no experience needed. 
 

• Suggested props: mat, blocks, strap, blanket. There are limited props available for borrowing. 
• Register online here. 
• UPUCC members receive a discount! Just go to the registration page and type in UPUCC (all caps) in the 

coupon code field. 
 

Cyndi Powers has been a Yoga teacher for more than 25 years, is a Thai Yoga bodyworker, owned a Yoga studio 
for nearly 15 years, and is an Integrative Health Coach who provides a fresh perspective and blueprint to living a 
healthy, happy life of abundance without stressing over the scale or what you can or can’t eat. Her yoga classes, 
workshops, and retreats have touched thousands of lives all around the world. 
  
Watch for more ‘fun-o-ship gathering opportunities’ soon! 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr6om10Y9teg8k-LHbGVw7DedqqTlLfoCKIAThFdSTRlGGIg/viewform
https://www.cyndipowers.com/offers/QJBVecDr/checkout
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adult education 

Hybrid Sunday Forums 9 am Join in person in the library or online here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09  

 

May 1st – Conversation in Queer Theology - Part of being an open and affirming church is believing that every life 
can help us to better understand God and ourselves. Queer theology helps us to see some of the problems we 
face when power and identity intersect. All are welcome to join us for a conversation led by Tyler Ung in Queer 
Theology where we will learn some of the basics, begin to explore what queer experiences have to teach us, and 
hopefully encounter ourselves and God in a new way! 
  
May 8th - Special Mother's Day Forum: Sara Acosta helps us explore the intersection of motherhood and ministry 
through the lens of Ruth and Naomi in Ruth 1. 

May 15th  – Compost Now: We’ll discuss how starting a composting ministry in UPUCC continues our climate jus-
tice work and how partnering with Compost Now will make this easier. We’ll cover all things composting, includ-
ing why we need to compost, how composting can further reduce our carbon footprint, what can and can’t be 
composted, strategies for keeping compost during the week, and more. Bring your questions! 

May 22nd  – Active Hope regroup: As we (hopefully) emerge from the pandemic, we’ll revisit the book, Active 
Hope: How to Face the Mess We're in Without Going Crazy, to explore ways to intentionally move forward. We’ll 
review the principles of Coming from Gratitude, Honoring our Pain for the World, Seeing with New Eyes, and Go-
ing Forth as we explore practices that help us identify our own hopes for the future and ways to deliberately live 
into those hopes. 

May 29th – Memorial Day Weekend (no forum) 

 

Monday Night Progressive Bible Study 7 pm online 
https://zoom.us/j/94118673022?pwd=NHNSNmFiS3lWT0lWRU9HMzQwR0FLdz09  

Our progressive Bible study will be focusing on the Gospel of Mark through May 23rd, before taking a break for 
the summer. Rather than looking at Mark as a purely written account, we will explore the role of Mark in a 
predominantly oral culture. Recent scholarship hypothesizes an original “performance scenario” of Mark prior to 
its capture in writing. This analysis argues that the performance of Mark itself was a means to draw audiences 
into a non-imperial world based on mutual service rather than hierarchical domination. What could we take 
away from Mark if we viewed it as an oral performance told by a storyteller? Will “hearing Mark” as a complete 
story, rather than just reading specific verses in isolation, enhance our understanding? 

 May 2nd  – Who Wrote Mark? We will begin by reviewing various theories behind the authorship, setting (both 
time and place) and unique features of this gospel story. We will then learn more about theories related to Mark 
“as performance.” Part of the session will include a short video presentation by Elizabeth Struthers Malbon, 
professor emeritus of New Testament Studies at Virginia Tech and author of “Hearing Mark – A Listener’s Guide” 
and an interview of Richard A. Horsley, historical biblical scholar whose many books focus on issues related to 
the political and economic context of the Bible as well as oral communication and performance in ancient 
cultures. 

May 9th  – Who Heard Mark? In this session, we’ll further discuss why more scholars are starting to adopt the 
oral performance theory in relation to the Gospel of Mark. As we consider the context of the assumed audience, 

Adult Ed offerings continue on next page... 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
https://smile.amazon.com/Active-Hope-audiobook/dp/B06XSKX26F/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1TNZF92SBJ5E4&keywords=Active+Hope%3A+How+to+Face+the+Mess+we%E2%80%99re+in+without+Going+Crazy&qid=1650988011&sprefix=active+hope+how+to+face+the+mess+we+re+in+without+going+crazy+%
https://smile.amazon.com/Active-Hope-audiobook/dp/B06XSKX26F/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1TNZF92SBJ5E4&keywords=Active+Hope%3A+How+to+Face+the+Mess+we%E2%80%99re+in+without+Going+Crazy&qid=1650988011&sprefix=active+hope+how+to+face+the+mess+we+re+in+without+going+crazy+%


 

adult education continued... 
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Bible Study May 9 continued:  

we’ll review the structure of patterns and “echoes” in the story that scholars consider markers of an oral 
performance context. We’ll also hear portions of remarks and a storytelling performance from a leading 
scholar in the field, David Rhoads – co-author of “Mark as Story.” 

May 16th  – Listening to Mark, Pt 1: So what would happen if we tried to “listen” to the full story of Mark 
instead of reading select passages? Because this would take at least an hour and a half to get through the 
entire gospel, we’ll break the story up into two sessions. (Yes, this means we won’t be “listening to the full 
story,” but it will give us an idea of what the process would be like – and allows time for discussion.) We will 
watch a video of a professional storyteller and discuss how we relate (or not) to this experience – this session 
will be part 1. 

May 23rd – Listening to Mark, Pt 2: We will finish “listening” to the story of Mark told by our professional 
storyteller (via video), and talk about the experience. Does it lead to new understandings or appreciation of 
the story? Would we want to attempt to try to tell the story ourselves at UPUCC at some point? 

 

Tuesday Book Group 6 pm online 

Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com  if you would like to be part of this weekly online group. A new book 

study will be announced early in May. 
 

Saturday Meditation Group online 1st Saturdays 10 am Practiced for centuries and is well-

known for its many benefits, meditation can reduce stress, lower blood pressure, reduce anxiety, increase 

compassion, and more! UPUCC is carrying on this ancient practice- each first Saturday of the month at 10 am, 

for one hour.  We enjoy this time out from busy-ness to focus and redirect our minds, and invite you to come join 

us.  Absolutely no experience required.  Contact Joanne Kennedy Frazer jkennedyfrazer@aol.com if you would 

like to be part of this monthly group.  

Coming in June! New Hybrid Saturday Study on “The Artist’s Way”  

Beginning Saturday, June 4, Adult Ed Committee will be offering the revolutionary 
method for unlocking your creativity via Julia Cameron's book, The Artist's Way. If your 
creative spirit feels blocked, or if you're just looking to find your own creative outlet, 
join Brian Spears each Saturday in June at 1 pm.  

You'll need a copy of Cameron's book (Brian recommends the 25th anniversary 
edition) and a good, ol' fashioned composition notebook. Come get yourself unstuck 
and get busy making!  

mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
mailto:jkennedyfrazer@aol.com


 

all in the family 
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New Covenant Partners 

Once I decided to move to the area, I began looking for an affirming  church.  I’ve been a lifelong 

Methodist and I knew that some United Methodist congregations had transitioned to the UCC over 

the issue of equality for the LGBTQ+ community.  Reading the first page of UPUCC website, every 

word spoke to me I knew that UPUCC was home.  Since that moment, everything that I have 

experienced has enhanced my first impressions and I’m excited to start my journey with you. 

 I relocated from Northeastern Pennsylvania.  I have a son Alex, who will be attending NC State in 

the fall majoring in Horticulture Science with a focus on Landscape Design and a daughter Joanie, a 

High School Junior who is beginning her college search in Nursing.  Both will continue to live in PA 

until they head off to college.  Professionally, I am a Principal in a mid-sized consulting firm.  My 

area of focus is in the processes and technology designed for finance and accounting operations.  I 

hold a BS degree in Accounting from Penn State and I am an inactive CPA. 

 I look forward to exploring all the area has to offer.  I’m a huge college sports fan and will need to figure out how to watch 

the Nittany Lions each week, and I enjoy music and the arts.  I’m looking forward to experiencing all of these things in the 

area. 

We moved to Raleigh during the summer of 2021 to be near our grandchildren who 

live in Apex. We retired in 2012 from positions in St. Louis, MO, and initially moved 

to Columbia, MO, where our daughter lived. However, as time passed, we decided if 

we were to be a significant part of our grandchildren's lives, we needed to move 

closer to them.  
 

We are both life-long members of the United Church of Christ. Mary's late father 

was a UCC pastor who served churches in Kansas, Iowa, and Illinois. John grew up in 

UCC congregations in the St. Louis area. We met while students at the UCC-

affiliated Elmhurst College (Elmhurst, IL). Immediately after our marriage, John 

studied at Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis and upon graduation was 

ordained as a UCC pastor. After serving churches in Illinois and Indiana, our family 

moved to Richmond, VA, where John completed a PhD in Old Testament. After a year in Gettysburg, PA, where John taught at 

Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary, we moved to St. Louis and remained there for 28 years. John was professor of Old Testament 

(and later church leadership and administration) and for 13 years the academic dean at Eden Seminary. Mary served on the 

Seminary's staff as director of the bookstore and director of music/seminary organist.  
 

Mary received a master's degree in music from the University of Iowa and has been a church organist and music director for 

many years. In addition to serving at Eden Seminary, she has been the organist and played for UCC, Presbyterian, Lutheran, 

and Episcopal churches.  
 

While no longer playing in churches, Mary has an organ in our home that she plays daily. John has become interested in 

genealogy and plays at that most days. We like to read, try to walk 10K steps daily, enjoy watching college sports, and in all 

of this are supervised by our pug, Bennie.  
 

We have enjoyed getting to see our grandchildren (aged 6 and 11) regularly. Their parents are elementary school teachers in 

Wake County schools. Our oldest son is the dean of the library and assistant provost at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA. 

We share our home with our daughter who is employed remotely in the admissions department by the University of Missouri 

(though is now seeking employment in the Raleigh area).  
 

Of course, given our history we wanted to find a UCC congregation in the Raleigh area. We feel fortunate that Umstead Park 

is a congregation whose vision and values we share and is only 10 minutes from our home.   

Glenn Hafler 

Mary and John Bracke 



Sun. May 1 9 am Forum: Conversation in Queer Theology led by Tyler Ung. See page 8. 

  10:30 am Worship: “The World(s) We Live In” 

  12 pm Youth Group. Contact tyler@upucc.org for details. 

  12 pm Advocacy Task Force online. See page 6. 

  12 pm Children’s Committee online. 

  1 pm Faith In Action Committee online. 

Mon. May 2 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 8. 

Tues. May 3 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group. See page 6. 

Wed. May 4 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. May 5 6:30 pm Youth Committee online. 

Sat. May 7 9 am CSA Delivery  UPUCC parking lot. 

  9 am Garden Work Party. See page 3. 

  10 am Meditation Group. See page 9. 

Sun. May 8 9 am Forum: Special Mother’s Day Forum led by Sara Acosta. See page 8. 

  9:15 am  Stewardship & Finance Committee online. 

  10:30 am Worship: “Mother Goddess” 

  11:30 am Worship & Music Committee 

  12 pm Youth Group. Contact tyler@upucc.org for details. 

Mon. May 9 7 pm  Progressive Bible Study. See page 8-9. 

Tues. May 10 6 pm  Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. May 11 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat. May 14 9 am CSA Delivery  UPUCC parking lot. 

Sun. May 15 9 am Forum: Compost Now. See page 6 & 8. 

  10:30 am Worship: “The Garden Grown By Love”  

  11:30 am Garden Dedication, Potluck, Youth Bake Sale Fundraiser. See page 1 & 7. 

Mon. May 16 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 9. 

Tues. May 17 6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. May 18 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat. May 21 9 am CSA Delivery UPUCC parking lot. 

Sun. May 22 9 am Forum: Active Hope regroup. See page 8. 

  10:30 am Worship: “News of the World”  

  12 pm Youth Group Picnic & Hike at Umstead State Park. Contact tyler@upucc.org for details. 

Mon. May 23 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 9. 

Tues. May 24 6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

    

Calendar continued on next page. 
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Children’s Summer Camp 

Coming to UPUCC 

 in July! Reserve a space 

now! 

Details here . 

Wed. May 25 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat. May 28 9 am CSA Delivery in the UPUCC parking lot. 

Sun. May 29  No Forum this holiday weekend 

  10:30 am Worship: “Remembering Spiritual Soldiers, Too” 

Tues. May 31 6 pm Book Group. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 
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in our wider community 

June Musical at UPUCC! 

Complete details at: 

http://

www.thejusticetheaterproject.

org/man-of-la-mancha 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/caroline-or-change
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2022
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/man-of-la-mancha
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