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There is so much in our world to mourn, and mourn we will. (See page 2.) 
There is also much to celebrate. Let us do so when we can. 

The time to celebrate is now! 

Sunday, June 5th, (Pentecost!), we throw our spirits into the air! 
We listen for the laughter of children and join them in play. 

 

Hot Diggity Dog! End of School/Beginning of Summer Celebration. 
An all-Church event with children, youth and families also honoring Peg Arcari, recognizing her 

upcoming retirement as the Director of Children's Ministry here at 
UPUCC. (Peg officially retires from the Children’s position at the end of 
June. She will continue in her duties as Church Administrator.) 
 

We’ll gather 
after worship 
for hot dogs 

(beef, turkey, and vegan!) and ice cream. 
(All food provided.) 
 

Games, crafts and musical activities 
ensuing! (Has anyone ever played Boom 
whackers? Here’s your chance!) 
 

More “celebrations” through these and other newsworthy events inside 
our June newsletter: 

Our Faith In Action Committee has prepared a comprehensive survey of 
past actions (What a way to 
celebrate constructive efforts in 
a needy world) and are seeking 
future priorities. Your voice is 
incredibly helpful. Please take 
the time to complete their 
survey if you have not already 
done so. See page 4. 
 
 

-The Garden continues to Bloom! There is much celebration of all 
the opportunities our new garden will provide/is already providing 
AND we look forward to continue developing the still evolving space. 
See pages  7 and 8.      
  

- Guest Preacher, June 19. Sara Acosta, our UPUCC Moderator, the 
mother of Ephraim and spouse of Elliot, and currently an employee of 
the Campbell Divinity school while also in the midst of completing her 
Master of Divinity degree there... (Whew!)... Sara will use her 
upcoming free time (?!!) to prepare and deliver a sermon to us on June 
19, Father’s Day!  (Yay, Sara!) 

 

 



 

from doug 

- 2 - 

Present Day Children’s Stories  
(Warning: This begins with horror stories.) 

 

My heart is heavy as I write this article, weighed down by the fresh tragedy and horror unleashed in Uvalde, 
Texas. No sense can be made from such senseless evil. In the past, fervent calls for gun reform have been 
issued. Legislators have made promises: “This time, we will change the laws!” …and eventually, the potential 
reforms were dismissed, and the profiteers of the gun industry rewarded.  
The message in such action is clear: Our guns are more important than our children.  
May God have mercy on us all. 
 

Another story involving children claimed my attention the day before the shooting, of persons, women mostly 
(some who were children when their personal horror began) ...persons who were sexually abused by leaders in 
their church. The abused then cried out to the wider Church so that the ‘higher’ body might vindicate them, 
punish the guilty, and protect other vulnerable ones going forward… but the denominational leaders protected 
the molesters instead.  
May God have mercy on them. 
 

A third story, less broadly publicized but just as horrendous, involves the wider Christian Church, specifically in 
N.C.  Have you wondered who is behind the current push to ban conversations and books that include LGBTQ+ 
issues in public schools? A politically right-wing religious organization that calls itself The American Renewal 
Project is featured in a Washington Post article/video: Pushing evangelicals into politics to create 'a Biblically-
based culture'.   The American Renewal Project is so pleased with this national coverage that they are sending it 
out as part of their own call to action.  Watch it here.    
Reestablish a Biblically-based culture?!... Call “homosexuality and transgenderism” the filth that it is?! 
May God have mercy. 
 

The stories above, present day horror stories, make me angry, but being angry is not enough. How do we 
channel our moral and I would add faith-filled outrage into constructive change? (See my p.s. below.) 
 

As we ponder that, I have, for the time being, a final children’s story to share:  
I also know a church website that contains, on its Children’s Ministry page, the following statements:  

That website is our own. We read it as a call to action going forward. 
I give thanks for the Children’s Ministry at UPUCC, and especially for Peg Arcari’s leadership. 
We have much work to continue, as we love our children, and all children. 
 

Loving with you-   

What children will NOT experience [at this church] 
     A literal reading and interpretation of classic Bible stories. 
    Scary stories of hell and judgment. 
     Teachers who ignore or don't encourage questions. 
     Dismissive or disrespectful attitudes toward other faiths. 
 

What children WILL experience at [this church] 
     The Bible explored as our sacred stories which explain how our ancestors understood God and Holy Mystery.  
     Stories of God's love and Jesus' teachings. 
     Teachers who LOVE questions and have lots of them, too! 
     A respectful attitude towards all faiths and an interest in learning more about other paths to God. 

P.S. In our worship service May 29, we voiced thoughts and prayers for Uvalde and pledged that they would lead 
to thoughtful action. Though no single action will solve the morass our country has fostered, see p. 5 for some 
first steps and listen for other steps as we consider tangible ways to reign in our current culture of violence. 
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adult education 

 

-Recognize our identity as global citizens, intimately tied to and partnered with all of 

God's children in every land; 

-Demonstrate our concern for neighbor through service and prophetic 

voice; 

New Saturday Study on “The Artist’s Way” begins June 4 
Beginning June 4, Adult Ed will be offering the revolutionary method for unlocking your creativity: 

Julia Cameron's The Artist's Way. If your creative spirit feels blocked, or if you're just looking to 

find your own creative outlet, join Brian Spears each Saturday at 1 pm in the church library or 

online. You'll need a copy of Cameron's book (Brian recommends the 25th anniversary edition) 

and a good, ol' fashioned composition notebook. Come get yourself unstuck and get busy 

making! Questions? Email bmspears77@gmail.com 

Forums Sunday 9 am in the library and online 

June 5th – Man of La Mancha (JTP Production) – Please join Adam Twiss (in person!), the director of JTP’s Spring 
Musical, as he shares some teasers, tidbits, and themes of this upcoming production. Powerful, brutal, hilarious, 
and heartbreaking, “Man of La Mancha” tells the story of the “mad” knight Don Quixote as a play-within-a-play, 
performed by Cervantes and his fellow prisoners as he awaits a hearing with the Spanish Inquisition. Lots to talk 
about! 

June 12th –  Let’s talk about Mental Health The last 7 years have been a trying time – from the political landscape 
to a pandemic, racism and gun violence. As we try to surface from these events, it’s important to be honest about 
the challenges we face, and to support one another. Having spent so much time in isolation, how do we get back 
into community? In this initial conversation on mental health, one of our Covenant Partners will discuss living in 
the shadow of mental illness and the struggles he encountered by not bringing that struggle into the light.  Can 
we talk about mental health? Let’s explore how we can reach out to each other in a caring way, which may at first 
feel awkward. 

June 19th – Christian Holidays and the Wheel of the Year: Our Connection to the Earth Learn how the dates and 
traditions of many of the Christian holidays have their origins in some of the holidays in the Wheel of the Year. 
The Wheel of the Year is a combination of the solar holidays (e.g., solstices and equinoxes) and traditions related 
to the agricultural year. Understanding and celebrating these relationships can strengthen our sense of 
connection to the natural world. 

June 26th – What I Did on My Service Vacation Summer is here, and the time is right for…vacation! But what 
happens when vacation time is used to participate in service projects? Join us for a discussion with Covenant 
Partners who have used their vacation time to do just that – and hear their experiences. If you’ve participated in a 
service project, please join us and share your experiences with those of us who are interested in doing the same. 

July 3rd – No forum this holiday weekend. 

Meditation Group online each first Saturday of the month at 10 am. Contact jkennedyfrazer@aol.com 

Book Group online each Tuesday at 6 pm. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 
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Setting Priorities: Surveying Our Collective Faith In Action  

The Faith in Action (FIA) Committee is tasked with offering, planning and coordinating opportunities for Covenant 

Partners and friends to be involved in hands-on ministry, including the allocation of our current $4000 annual 

budget. In order to ensure that we’re serving the UPUCC congregation as a whole, rather than just the whims of 

the committee members, we need your input on where you think our priorities should be in the coming year. 

Please fill out this survey to let us know your preferences and passions: https://forms.gle/z6oeZRG4y5Jon8of8  

Thank you for your continued support of our card ministry this past season. Our cards will be taking a 

summer vacation during July and August. If you want a card during that time, we are always happy to 

take special requests.    

 Alice Jermyn adjermyn@rocketmail.com          Gail Holden gailwholden@gmail.com 

Linda Hebert  lnhebert1@gmail.com                 Marcia Welsh  homeofwelsh@gmail.com 

More FIA: Following up on UPUCC Forum Discussing the “Racist Roots” of the Death Penalty 
 

On April 24th, the UPUCC Adult Education Committee hosted a Forum on the Death Penalty in North Carolina, and 
screened the new film “Racist Roots: Origins of North Carolina’s Death Penalty.” Noel Nickle, Director of the NC 
Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (NCCADP), and Elizabeth Hambourger, Sr. Attorney with the Center for 
Death Penalty Litigation (CDPL), moderated our discussion. Forum participants learned that Racist Roots is a project of 
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation, which collaborated with scholars, advocates, historians, artists, poets and 
people directly affected by the death penalty to create first the Racist Roots website, and then the film.  
Currently there are 135 people on Death Row in NC, 60% of whom are Black (the majority convicted by All White 

juries), and 75% of whom were convicted in the 1990s--an era that saw Black Males stereotyped as violent predators 

in politics and popular media. We learned that it is automatic for people in a jury pool to be dismissed if they state 

they are against the death penalty. The very existence of the Death Penalty in our State allows it to be used to 

pressure suspects who may not be guilty to “plea down” to Life without Parole. Since the 1970s, 12 people on death 

row in NC have been exonerated of the crimes they were convicted of.  

The film “Racist Roots” traces the development of North Carolina’s death penalty through 400 years of history, 

placing it within the context of the aims of white supremacy.  The film’s central metaphor for the Death Penalty is 

that of a lynching tree. The film traces the growth of this tree from the Soil: the era of Slavery, to the Seed: the Jim 

Crowe era of Lynchings, to its Deeper Roots: the modern era, when lynchings were moved out of sight to the Electric 

Chair on Death Row, to the Strange Fruit of our age of Mass Incarceration.  

The Forum participants shared their ideas about how we view the Death Penalty, as people of faith. One participant 

labelled the Death Penalty as essentially state-sponsored, premeditated murder. We also reflected on the history of 

resistance to the Death Penalty by Christians, including the 1969 UCC Resolution against the Death Penalty. According 

to the “Racist Roots” film, “the Death Penalty is a Confederate Monument that needs to be torn down.” The NC 

Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty has further information on reasons to end the Death Penalty on its 

website here.  We are hoping to offer a congregation-wide, in-person screening and discussion of the film “Racist 

Roots” later this year. If you are a member of any group that may want to see and discuss the film in a Zoom format, 

you can request to do so on the “Racist Roots” website here.                                      -Submitted by Monica Lavery 

Out! Raleigh Pride is back for 2022 and UPUCC will have a booth again this year! If you'd like to 
volunteer in the booth (or setup or tear down if you're not really a people person), please use the 
SignUp Genius link below. If you have questions, please contact Gary Sanders 
at sandersgarya@gmail.com or 919-673-4050. Thanks in advance! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b44afaa2ba5fd0-out 
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...from Doug’s article on page 2, steps leading to thoughtful action on gun reform:  
 
-For 25 years North Carolinians Against Gun Violence (NCGV.org) has been lobbying and educating relentlessly 
to pass common sense gun laws. UPUCC has partnered with them in the past, including co-sponsoring a 
community showing of the documentary “Making a Killing: Guns, Greed and the NRA.”  
NCGV urges us all to sign their current petition to NC Legislators highlighting 4 pending laws to help reign in the 
violent culture of guns. The petition (https://default.salsalabs.org/T4c6ee25f-2e3c-445e-9131-
ae63cabcce00/1cad9d6c-d00b-4d90-93fe-1f95890e380c ) explains: 
 
-We need to keep our current pistol purchase permitting system in place since it requires a background check 
no matter where an individual buys a handgun, even if it is online or at a gun show.  
-Our state must fully fund Community Violence Intervention (CVI) programs. Governor Cooper proposed a $5 
million investment in CVI programs that will focus on individuals at the highest risk of violence and use 
prevention and intervention strategies to reduce violence and retaliation.  
-Fully fund a safe storage awareness initiative and distribution of free gun locks. The Governor proposed $1 
million for the purchase of gun locks and $200,000 for an educational campaign about safe storage.  
-Pass an Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) bill, which has been proven to save lives.  
(ERPOs allow family/household members or law enforcement to petition a court to temporarily remove a 
person’s access to firearms when there is evidence that individual is likely to harm themselves or others.) 
 

-Read Rob Scofield's excellent piece on our current culture of guns: 

https://ncpolicywatch.com/2022/05/31/make-no-mistake-its-the-guns-that-make-us-different/?

eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=6440770c-e54f-4fec-afa5-1eae5bcfcea3 

 

-Community Conversation with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America 

Hosted by Fairmont UMC 2501 Clark Ave, Raleigh, NC 27607  

June 26, 2022 

Doors open at 5pm. Program: 5:30-6:30pm 

Location: Fairmont UMC sanctuary 

A representative from the Triangle chapter of Moms Demand Action will guide us in conversation about how 

we can respond to America's gun epidemic and the violence we see as a result of lax gun laws. Time will be 

allotted for comments and questions. Free event. Guests are invited to stay for the Sunday Night Live service to 

follow at 7pm where Pastor Christina will offer a special message relevant to the program. Questions? Contact 

Lynn Edmonds, member of Fairmont UMC Social Justice Team. frau.edmonds@gmail.com or 919-559-9070. 

 

-UPUCC Advocacy Task Force is discussing more steps. Watch for details. 

 

-Live justice as the social expression of love, and 

peace as the present manifestation of the world to come. 
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Children’s Church:  

From Gathering for stories to 
making slime… 

Children’s Church is an adventure in 

conversation and friendship.  We are so 

grateful for our dedicated teachers and 

look forward to more fun, questions, and 

time on the church playground this 

summer.  

 

youth 

 

Youth June Schedule 

June 5 -  End of School Year/Beginning of Summer Celebration UPUCC Garden 

June 12 @ 12 pm Youth Hike to Healing Transitions* 

June 19 @ 12 pm Youth Group 

June 26 - Mini Golf and Ice Cream at Frankie’s Fun Park 

 

*Youth Group’s Bake Sale (under the 

awning) at the UPUCC Garden 

Dedication last month raised over 

$600 for Healing Transitions, which 

the group will deliver on June 12. 

Stay after church June 5  for our End of School/Beginning of Summer  Celebration! 

(See page one for details.) 

Graduates! 

Look to page 9 for 

an article about 

some of our UPUCC 

graduates! 
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upucc garden   

 

UPUCC Garden Dedicated Sunday, May 15!! 

What a wonderful celebration. We finally dedicated the UPUCC garden after years of planning and work.  

It will undoubtedly provide a place of meditation, solace and joy going forward. No amount of adequate thanks 

could be expressed for all those who made it possible. This is especially true for Doug Jones (whose dream and 

seed money/bequest started it all), Mary Pat Peters who provided the professional design and Peter van Dorsten 

who served as Project Manager. For more of the story that brought it together, see Doug Long’s sermon from May 

15, “ The Garden Grown By Love,” linked here. 

Future Plans for Garden 
 

As part of the Garden Dedication on May 15, Mary Pat Peters shared future plans …items yet to be purchased 

to complete the design envisioned. While the need for one of these is immediate (…a permanent deer fence! 

The deer of Umstead State Park are enjoying the space as a personal candy store!) other items will be added as 

funding allows. (If you’d like to consider a gift in honor or memory of someone, speak to Mary Pat at mary-

pat@centerpeacedesign.com )  

 

See the garden drawing found on the next page with items planned for the future and their placement in the 
garden. Other ‘garden accessories’ will be needed but have not yet been specifically identified (retractable 
awnings for the deck?, more garden furniture, etc.) 
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2. Pergola 

3. Two-person Bench 

 

1. Stone Fountain 

4. Bench Swing 

5. Fence 
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upucc garden continued...   
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we love our volunteers 

 

-Seek, in our quest for truth, the presence of the divine: 

 in worship and prayer; 

in all of creation; 

in every person, sacred in worth; and  

in faiths and traditions other than our own; 

  while always appreciating with awe the mysteries inherent in life. 

Opportunities for Volunteering!  
 
As we continue to emerge from our pandemic mode of operations, we once again are looking for ushers for our 

Sunday morning service. The duties are simple, the need is immediate, and the rewards are immeasurable!  

The link for usher sign up is here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544aaab2ba6fe3-upucc and includes a 

description of Usher Responsibilities. If you have questions, feel free to contact Marcia 

Welsh  homeofwelsh@gmail.com or 919-307-8301. Thank you volunteering and for doing your part to help us 

remain a vibrant community of faith! 
 

Greeters are also welcome to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544aaab2ba6fe3-20181 
 

AV Production: Those interested in being trained and serving on our AV team, please find the sign up for that 
opportunity here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084CABA82AA20-upucc 

Graduates! 

Fallon Andrews, daughter of Tricia and Jim, is graduating from Leesville Road High School and 
will be attending East Tennessee State University in the fall to study kinesiology.  
 
Anya Frazer, daughter of Richard and Colleen Frazer (and granddaughter of Ted and Joanne 
Frazer) is graduating from high school and will be attending UNC with the intention of majoring 
in Physics and Music.   
 
Mason Stevens , son of Mark and Lisa Stevens,  graduated in May at NCSU with degrees in Math and Computer 

Science with a Spanish Minor. After six weeks in Spain hiking the 'Camino Santiago Del Norte' trail, Mason leaves 

for Seattle to begin a career at Microsoft.  

We would love to share the news of other graduates among us! Email peg@upucc.org with details (photos welcome, too!). 

 

Moving 

Covenant Partner Doris Frazier, following the death of her husband Bill, has moved to be near her daughter, 

Rosalyn. Here is her current address: 13017 Pleasant Run Drive, Huntersville, NC 28078. 

Fallon Andrews 
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upucc june calendar 

JTP Summer Camp  

UPUCC Worship Space 

July 11-15 Sign up here. 

June Musical at UPUCC! Complete details here. 

Wed. June 1 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat. June 4 9 am CSA Delivery in the UPUCC parking lot. 

  10 am Meditation Group online. Contact jkennedyfrazer@aol.com 

  1 pm The Artist’s Way in the library or online. See page 3. 

Sun. June 5 9 am Forum: Guest Speaker from JTP. See page 3. 

  10:30 am  Worship: “Pentecost: Who Has Seen the Wind?” 

  Following worship All Church Celebration: Lunch in the Garden and outside. See page 1. 

  Following worship  Personnel Committee 

  12 pm  Advocacy Task Force 

  1 pm Faith In Action Committee 

Tues. June 7 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  6 pm Book Group online. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group/Raleigh City Council? Contact Renate Andrews rma8805@gmail.com  

Sat. June 11 9 am CSA Delivery in the UPUCC parking lot. 

  1 pm The Artist’s Way in the library. See page 3. 

Sun. June 12 9 am  Forum: Let’s Talk about Mental Health. See page 3. 

  9:15 am Stewardship & Finance Committee online. 

  10:30 am Worship: “The Possible Dream Revisited” 

  11:30 am Music & Worship Committee 

  12 pm Youth Group: Hike to Healing Transitions. 

Tues. June 14 6 pm Book Group online. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Thurs. June 16 6 pm  Coordinating Council online. 

Sat. June 18 1 pm The Artist’s Way in the library and online. See page 3.  

   Poor People’s Campaign culminates in DC. 

Sun. June 19 9 am Forum: Christian Holidays and the Wheel of the Year. See page 3. 

  10:30 am Worship: Sara Acosta preaching! 

  12 pm  Youth Group 

Tues. June 21 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  6 pm Book Group online. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Sat. June 25 11 am Out! Raleigh Pride. See page 4. 

  1 pm The Artist’s Way in the library and online. See page 3.  

Sun. June 26 9 am Forum: What I Did on My Service Vacation. See page 3. 

  10:30 am Worship: “Spiritual Soldiers?” 

  12 pm  Youth Group: Mini Golf & Ice Cream.  

  5:30 pm Community Conversation with Moms Demand Action. See page 5. 

Tues. June 28 6 pm Book Group online. Contact Kathy Dobbs kdcorgi56@gmail.com 


